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Moved by the SpiritGathering Hymn
by Sister Connie Bach, PHJC
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Painting by Peter Molitor, 1876
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A New Mass forCongregationsGloria
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Bronze statue by Bert Gerresheim, 1992
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Icon Painting by Peter Pearson, 2004
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Isaiah 55:1-3
Liturgy of the Word
Reading I

T’hus says the LORD:
All you who are thirsty,

come to the water!
You who have no money,
come, receive grain and eat;
Come, without paying and without cost,
drink wine and milk!
Why spend your money for what is not bread;
your wages for what fails to satisfy?
Heed me, and you shall eat well,
you shall delight in rich fare.
Come to me heedfully,
listen, that you may have life.
I will renew with you the everlasting covenant,
the benefits assured to David. 

The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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Verses
  
1. Protect me, Lord; I come to you for safety.
    I say, “You are my God.”
    All good things, Lord, all good things
    that I have come from you,
    the God of my salvation.

2. How wonderful are your gifts to me,
    how good they are!
    I praise the Lord who guides me
    and teaches me the way of truth and life.

3. You are near, the God I seek.
    Nothing can take me from your side.
    All my days I rest secure;
    you will show me the path that leads to life.

You Are All We Have

Text: Francis Patrick O’Brien, b.1958
Tune: Francis Patrick O’Brien, b.1958
© 1992, GIA Publications, Inc.

You Are All We Have
Responsorial Psalm
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Festival AlleluiaGospel Acclamation

Romans 8:35, 37-39Reading II

Brothers and sisters:
What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 
No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly
through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself. The crowds heard of this and 

followed him on foot from their towns. 
When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with 
pity for them, and he cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples 
approached him and said,
“This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that 
they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.”
Jesus said to them,
“There is no need for them to go away; give them some food yourselves.”
 But they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.”
Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said 
the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn 
gave them to the crowds. 
They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over— 
twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate were about five thousand men, 
not counting women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord

Matthew 14:13-21Gospel

Cantor:

One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God.
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Homily

Renewal of Vows

Creed

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm 

refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, 

performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Painting for Canonization by Beate Heinen, 2018
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Prayers of the Faithful
These nine intercessions focus on each of the Poor Handmaid provinces and regions 
and are spoken in the native language of each.  Please respond as indicated below. 
After each person prays an intercession she will place a loaf of bread from the country 
she represents on the steps of the altar to signify the Poor Handmaid oneness at the 
center of our congregational diversity. 

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of Germany where the 
congregation was born, that the deep roots and providential spirit 

that formed our congregation remain strong in their life and ministry,
Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of Germany.

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of the Netherlands, who 
early in their history offered refuge for German Poor Handmaid 

novices from the imposed restrictions of the German government, that they 
continue their welcoming spirit for the refugees of today,

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of the Netherlands.

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of the United States, that 
their lives continue to be permeated with the same generosity and 

courage shown by the first Poor Handmaids to those they served and cared 
for as they began their ministry in America in 1868,

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of the United States.

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of England whose first 
ministry was among impoverished immigrants  that with presence 

and care they continue to support the vulnerable of their neighborhoods,

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of England.
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Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of India.

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of Mexico.

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of Brazil.

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of Kenya.

Holy Spirit, bless the Poor Handmaids of Nigeria.

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of India that through their 
ministries of health care, education and social services they continue 

to touch the lives of those most in need with their selfless service,

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of Mexico as they with 
joyful witness continue their ministries of participation in parish 

communities, empowerment of indigenous women and healthcare support 
of indigent persons,

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of Brazil that through their 
retreat and parish ministry, and especially their connection with 

youth, lead to an enhanced faith life for individuals and families,

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of Kenya as they accompany 
Christians with faith formation, spiritual support and social 

outreach, giving hope through empowering the lives of individuals and 
families,

We pray for the Poor Handmaid Sisters of Nigeria that they may 
continue their dedication to community engagement and impact 

on society through the education of young persons, significantly enhancing 
their future opportunities,
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As We Gather at Your Table
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
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Jubilation MassHoly
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Painting by Missori 1978
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Jubilation MassMemorial Acclamation

Jubilation MassGreat Amen

Jubilation MassLamb of God
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Let Us Be BreadCommunion Hymn
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Pan de Vida
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Send Down the FireClosing Hymn
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Moved by God’s Spirit, we pray with hearts full of gratitude and 
joy as we celebrate 175 years of Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 

presence and service in nine countries around the globe.

Just as you, Holy Spirit, accompanied Saint Katharina Kasper in her day, 
we ask you to accompany us with guidance and the challenge to continue 

expressing Katharina’s charism in the world today.

We remember with deep gratitude the generations who have gone 
before us, their sacrifices and their dedication. We honor our history 

and our spiritual ancestry and commit anew to following their example and 
your guidance into the future. Knit us together in love and unity, Divine 
Spirit, as we pray, minister and grow together as a congregation.

In kinship with the Fiat Spiritus Community and the PHJC Associate 
Community we celebrate our common charism as the Spiritual Family 

of Saint Katharina. We ask you, Holy Spirit, to strengthen our hands 
for service and our hearts with compassion. Expand and deepen our 
attentiveness and courage to continue your mission in the world with hope 
and justice and solidarity with the poor and vulnerable among us.

For all these graces and blessings, we pray to you with confidence and 
trust as did our Foundress, Saint Katharina in 1851 when she gifted the 

world with the beginnings of the congregation of the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for the 175th Anniversary
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Gratitude is like a faceted diamond reflecting light from each of its many planes.  
Each slight turn shows another glimmer of the beauty of the gem.  Thus it is with 
the celebration of the 175 years of the Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ congregation.  
What we are celebrating first and foremost is the steadfast love and faithfulness 
of the Divine for each one of us throughout every moment of the 175 years of the 
congregation 1851 – 2026.  The brilliance of the providence of God cannot be outdone 
by any other gift of these years.

Diamonds are formed from carbon under extreme conditions creating unique shapes, 
varied textures and diverse colors. This is a beautiful description of the international 
and intercultural diversity of the PHJC congregation.  We thank God for the fiery 
sparkle of Saint Katharina’s charism that beckoned women from nine  countries 
and five continents to become a living manifestation of her charism through prayer, 
ministry and presence in the world.

Another feature of the diamond is the cutting and polishing of the gem.  Moved by 
God’s Spirit the PHJC congregation is being continuously refined, expanded and 
deepened through partnering with the Associate Community, the Fiat Spiritus 
Community and all others who partner in the work of the Spirit.  Our deepest 
gratitude for the visible reality of love and service expressed through our many 
companions and partners.

Moved by God’s Spirit and by our deep gratitude for the past 175 years we thank 
Bishop Rhoades and all who are celebrating this liturgy with us and for all those who 
have been part of the Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ in so many other ways.

In the spirit of Saint Katharina Kasper,
The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
United States Province

A Message of Thanks



Saint Katharina KasperSaint Katharina Kasper

“If we serve our loving God eagerly and love God intimately, 
God will always be with us and remain with us.”


