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Greeting of Sister Virginia’s Body 

Jerusalem, My Happy Home

 
Song 
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Prayer of  Blessing for Sister Virginia 

Leader: 	 In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.
All:	 Amen.

Leader: 	 May our God who created us, who walks beside us on our earthly 
journey, and who is our eternal destination be hope and comfort to 
you.

All:	 And with your Spirit.

Leader: 	 In the face of  death, we confidently proclaim that God has created 
us for life. We believe that Jesus – through his death and resurrection 
– has conquered sin and death and opened for us the doorway into 
life eternal.

Leader:	 Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest from their 
labors for their good deeds go with them. Eternal rest grant unto 
her, O Lord,

All:	 And let perpetual light shine upon her.

Leader:	 May she rest in peace.
All:	 Amen.
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Leader:	 May her soul and the souls of  all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of  God, rest in peace.

All: Amen.

Sprinkling of  Sister Virginia’s Body with Holy Water

Leader:	 The God of  Light embraced our Sister Virginia at her baptism. 
Throughout her life she nurtured and tended God’s love in her heart 
and soul. In ways both large and small, seen and unseen, God’s love 
rippled through her and touched many individuals. We now bless 
Sister Joan’s body, appreciating the ways God used her to make Love 
present to us.

Wake Service for Sister Virginia

Invitation to Prayer                      

Leader: 	
We gather now to remember our Sister Virginia. In her days with us, she 
opened the door of  her heart to us, and through her life we met God. We are 
grateful that our lives touched hers. Our sister now has passed from life as we 
know it into an eternal place. We pray that the doorway to the fullness of  life 
be opened wide in welcome to her. May the God whom she served throughout 
her days embrace her now in a grand and total union of  love and life. And 
we pray for ourselves as well: for comfort, strength, and graced memories. 
Through these gifts our God blesses us and prepares us for our own day of  
crossing the threshold into the fullness of  all life.      
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Entrance Hymn	 Eagle’s Wings
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Psalm Refrain	  All: Truly the Beloved is near to those, with open 
hearts,  to those who abandon themselves to Love. .

Psalm 73   Psalms for Praying 
Nan C. Merrill

Side 1: When my soul was embittered, when I was arrogant of heart, 
I was blind and ignorant; I was like a spoiled child to its parents.
Still You were ever near to me, You waited for me to see. 
Now You guide me with your counsel, I am at home in your Heart. 

Side 2: What is my Treasure but your Love? 
There is nothing upon earth that I desire besides You. 
My body and my mind may fail, but You are the strength of my heart
and my joy forever. 

Side 1: Those who are far from You will live in fear; 
You do not compel them to open their hearts. 

Side 2: As for me, I delight in walking with the Beloved;
I invited the Friend into my heart, that I might live with Love. 

Psalm Refrain   All: Truly the Beloved is near to those, with 
open hearts,  to those who abandon themselves to Love. .
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When the Son of  Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
At the appointed time the Promised One will come in glory, escorted 

by all the angels in heaven, and will sit upon the royal throne, with all the 
nations assembled below. Then the Promised One will separate them from 
one another, as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. The sheep will be 
placed on the right hand, the goats on the left. The ruler will say to those on 
the right, “Come, you blessed of  my Abba God! Inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the creation of  the world! For I was hungry and you fed me; I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me; naked 
and you clothed me. I was ill and you comforted me; in prison and you came to 
visit me.” Then these just will ask, “When did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you as a stranger and invite you 
in, or clothe you in your nakedness? When did we see you ill or in prison and 
come to visit you?” The ruler will answer them, “The truth is, every time you 
did this for the least of  my sisters or brothers, you did it for me.”

The Word of  the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God

Reading  Matthew 25:31-40

Silent Reflection	

Reflection & Stories	
Sister Annemarie Kampwerth, PHJC
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Love Divine, All Loves ExcellingClosing Hymn
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“I lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”

Psalm 121: 1-2
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