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Bethany Retreat House to Celebrate
20th Anniversary
On September 30, 2012, Bethany
Retreat House will commemorate
its 20th anniversary with a special
celebration. Please mark your calendars
and plan to attend the 2 p.m. (CDT)
event at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Hammond, Indiana.
Vinita Hampton
Wright, author of
several fiction
and spirituality
titles, and
Reverend Jerry
Schweitzer,
pastor of
the Catholic
communities
of Wanatah,
Otis and
LaCrosse in
Indiana, will each
speak on “Listening
for the Voice Within,”
offering masculine and
feminine perspectives on paying
attention to the inner life. Following
the presentations there will be a short
question and answer session. Then
guests will move to the parish social
hall for refreshments and conversation.
There will also be an opportunity to
purchase raffle tickets for some special
gift baskets and other prizes during
the social.
In planning this celebration, the retreat
house wants to offer an enriching
experience for participants. The

presentations on “Listening for the
Voice Within” speak to the heart of
Bethany’s ministry to help individuals
nurture their inner life and respond to
God who dwells within and among us.
Readers of Word Gathering will
recognize this common
thread of listening to
the voice within
that runs through
all the Poor
Handmaid of
Jesus Christ
ministries.
Bethany
Retreat
House exists
A retreatant
enjoys prayerful
time in Bethany’s
meditation garden.
specifically to help people
do this deep listening. It serves as a
quiet place in the midst of demanding
lives where people can find both space
and resources for prayer and reflection.
How this mission is carried out at
Bethany depends on the need of each
guest. For some, it means offering an
objective and compassionate ear as one
reflects on life experience to discover
God’s presence or to discern the next
movement of one’s life. For others
(Bethany Retreat House to Celebrate 20th
Anniversary, continued on page 2)
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Bethany Retreat House
(Bethany Retreat House to Celebrate 20th Anniversary,
continued from page 1)

it means providing
hospitality and quiet
space, with music
and books, good
food, and a beautiful
yard, as they rest
and pray. For others
it means teaching
them to begin to
recognize inner
movements so they
The above plaque, made by
can come to know
Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC,
in those movements
welcomes guests at Bethany’s the personal touch
front door.
of God. For some it
means accompanying
them on a regular basis in spiritual direction. For
others it means gathering them for a monthly
reflection group in which to share with others on a
spiritual path.
In the PHJC tradition, Bethany is a little house in
a neighborhood that encourages guests to find God
close at hand in the sights and sounds of daily life.
Bethany’s tagline “a place away close by” speaks to
the simplicity of making a retreat at Bethany. One
need not spend a lot of time traveling for retreat, but
instead can drive a short distance and enter a space set
aside for silence that encourages prayerful reflection
and inner listening.
Bethany offers two kinds of silent retreats,
individually directed and private. In an individually
directed retreat one spends the day alone in prayer
and reflection and meets daily with a spiritual director
to reflect together on the experiences of the day and
talk about what might be helpful for prayer in the
coming day. The focus on an individually directed
retreat emerges from the prayer and reflection of the
retreatant and is an opportunity to experience God
uniquely and personally present to this individual.

The private retreat is a time of silence and solitude
without spiritual direction.
Bethany has room for three overnight guests in an
atmosphere that is homey and comfortable. Each
retreat is individually scheduled to accommodate the
retreatant’s particular needs.
In addition to providing silent retreat space and
ongoing spiritual direction, Bethany offers several
monthly reflection groups. They include a peer
supervision group for spiritual directors, a ministry
reflection group for people in professional ministry, a
women’s group, and several dream groups in which
group members explore their night dreams as a way
to discover the invitations they present for growth and
wholeness.
The retreat house grew out of Sister Joyce’s own deep
listening to the voice within which encouraged her
to find a way to provide overnight space for people
to make individually directed retreats in northwest
Indiana. Over these 20 years, the retreat house has
welcomed 4,752 guests from northwest Indiana and
Chicago, from the larger United States, and from
many countries beyond our borders.
Since 1992 Bethany has been welcoming guests
for retreat, ongoing spiritual direction, and monthly
reflection and dream groups. It is hoped that many of
these individuals will want to join in the celebration
to reflect on and celebrate the ways that Bethany
has been an important part of their spiritual growth.
Additionally, it is hoped that many friends of Bethany
will want to gather to celebrate and support the
important resource that Bethany Retreat House is for
helping people listen to the voice within.
Tickets for the celebration will be available beginning
June 20. Please call (219) 398-5047 or email
bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net for more information.

-

Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC, Director, Bethany Retreat House

Bethany Retreat House is 35 minutes from downtown Chicago and 70 miles from South Bend. Chicago airports
are one hour away and are easily accessible via transportation services. Lake Michigan beaches range from
10 to 30 minutes drive away.
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Lindenwood

Finding Lindenwood

How do you find something? Do you Google, do you ask your friends
or colleagues or does someone contact you?
Lindenwood offers meeting room spaces and overnight accommodations
to a variety of groups: churches, organizations, businesses and
community gatherings. Since January 2012, 16 groups who have never
been to Lindenwood have scheduled an event with us. But how did these
groups find their way to Lindenwood, how did they hear about us? As we
looked at our marketing strategies, we found nine of those new groups
came to Lindenwood from a referral. Someone had been at Lindenwood
for one reason (a retreat, meeting or gathering) and shared with someone
else about the retreat center who then scheduled their own event. Obviously
the person recommending Lindenwood received exceptional service and had
a wonderful experience at the retreat center. Secondly, a search on the internet
brought people to our website. With the recently updated website featuring
more pictures of our meeting rooms, outdoor spaces and chapels, people are
better able to get a “feel” for Lindenwood and how we might fit their needs.
Since visiting potential clients in the surrounding communities, one of the
clients contacted has now scheduled their event with Lindenwood.
As Lindenwood continues to grow and more are finding this hidden
treasure in Donaldson, Indiana, we invite you to visit us in person or on
the web and see how we might serve you and your organization, business
or church. Come join us at Lindenwood! For more information, please
visit our website at www.lindenwood.org or call (574) 935-1780.

-

Ruth Van Vactor, Marketing/Program Coordinator, Lindenwood Retreat
and Conference Center

Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center:
Give the Gift of a Private Retreat to Yourself or to Others
Private Spiritual Retreat
(Overnight)
Fee: $65 per day
(Includes private bedroom
and three meals)
Personal Retreat
“Day Away”
Fee: $28 (day includes
sitting room and one meal)
$39 (day includes private
bedroom and one meal)
Spiritual direction/guidance is available at an additional cost.
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Associate Community

Associates Make Their First Commitment

In the past few months
the Associate Community
welcomed eleven new
Associates. The Associate
Community, which consists
of baptized lay people who
live the charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper in their
own homes, workplaces, churches and communities,
currently numbers 147 members.

Three First Commitment ceremonies were held in
Quincy, Illinois and also Hobart and Donaldson,
Indiana respectively. The Quincy region of Associates
welcomed Mary Griffith to the community and in
Hobart the West region welcomed Diane Rockhill,
Joyce Gertz and Rosemary Martinez. In Donaldson
seven new Associates were welcomed to the
Associate Community—Linda Felke,
David Haycraft, Diana Haycraft,
Bonnie Hauser, Toni Heinzman,
Mary Beth Lyvers and
Lori Martin.
The Donaldson First
Commitment was unique in
that it brought two regions of
Associates together. Bonnie
and Toni are Associates of the
East Two region (primarily
consisting of Associates from
South Bend and Mishawaka)
and Linda, David, Diana, Mary
Beth and Lori are from the East Three
region (areas surrounding Donaldson).
All the Associate candidates met for a weekend
retreat called “Companions on the Journey.” It was
at this time that discussion to have the ceremony
held jointly began. The two regions decided to come
together as a further sign of unity. Due to distance, the
other regions chose to celebrate in their own regions,
therefore enabling more family and friends to attend
the celebration. Wherever a first commitment is
held, we Associates feel the prayerful support of our
fellow Associates, as well as the support of the entire
Spiritual Family of Catherine surrounding us.
During ‘The Call’ portion of each ceremony, Candidates
were asked if they were ready to commit themselves
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to “prayerful listening and joyful service as an
Associate”; at each service you could hear a strong
and clear “I am” response. They each later stated a
commitment to “…mutually share my faith, gifts
and talents in order to model the way of service of
Blessed Catherine Kasper and thus to further the
mission of the Associate Community and the Gospel.”
The members of the Spiritual Family of Catherine
present at each ceremony stood and proclaimed their
response to this commitment and promised to support
our newest Associates in their commitment. As we
welcomed them into our community, we could also
feel the prayers of the many other members of the
Spiritual Family of Catherine who could not attend.
Following the concluding prayers, the final song, “We
Are One,” emphasized the bond we all felt as we are
united in the Spirit.
In Donaldson, seven new Associates
from East Two and East Three
Regions were welcomed into the
Associate Community.

Each of the ceremonies was
well attended. With two
regions joining together for
the Donaldson ceremony,
over 100 people attended.
All three of the expressions of
the Charism of Catherine were
represented—Sisters, Fiat Spiritus
Community members and Associate
Community members. Following each First
Commitment ceremony, along with introductions
and welcoming words, the hospitality which is so
much a part of the Spiritual family of Catherine was
exhibited at a reception for the new Associates.
Associates strive to witness to the Gospel through
the charism of Catherine Kasper. The Associate
Community unites with the Poor Handmaid Sisters
and Fiat Spiritus Community members to be the small
force that creates a broad impact of love in the world.
We are indeed one in the Spirit.

-

Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

Associate Community

Midwest Kindred Spirits Gather at Lindenwood

Sister Connie Bach,
PHJC shares her “Power
of Music” program to
Midwest Kindred Spirits.

Midwest Kindred Spirits
(MKS) is a group of
Associate Directors
primarily from the
Midwestern states of
Indiana, Illinois and
Wisconsin who assist
and challenge each
other for the growth
and development of the
Associate Movement.
The group, formed in
1984, gathers just twice
each year. This April the
meeting was held at the
beautiful Lindenwood
Retreat and Conference
Center and was
hosted by our
Associate Community.

One of the highlights of this spring’s meeting was a day
of retreat led by Music Therapist, Sister Connie Bach,
PHJC. Sister Connie operates BACHworks, a Poor
Handmaid ministry in South Bend. For this retreat, Sister
Connie presented a program entitled “Power of Music”
which focused on the many ways music impacts our
life and helps us connect with our spirituality. A second
highlight was a tour of the new MoonTree Community.
Sister Mary Baird, PHJC and Sister Nancy Raboin, PHJC

introduced us to the new LEED certified buildings with
areas for weaving, woodworking, pottery and more.
Its gallery for showcasing artists’ work is an ongoing
delight; all were awestruck with this new addition. The
Midwest Kindred Spirits gathering concluded with a
business meeting.
Midwest Kindred Spirits is of particular importance
to the directors of Associate communities during
this time of growth and change within the Associate
Movement. The time provided an environment to
network and served as an opportunity to support and
encourage one another as we lead our respective
Associate Communities. It was truly a time of
affirmation for all who participated.

-

Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

Sister Connie Bach, PHJC and Midwest Kindred
Spirits Associate Community Directors.

In Memory of Our Associate

On March 17, 2012, Mary Swanson died peacefully at Catherine Kasper Home
(CKH) where she was a resident since 1998. She was 85 and the mother of five
grown children. Mary’s husband died in 1998. Mary was a retired nurse and had
been the first lay Director of Nursing at CKH. Mary always loved her fellow
residents. She enjoyed playing the piano for them even after becoming ill. The
most important thing to her, however, was always her deep faith and loving
family. Mary made her First Commitment to the Associate Community in 1984.
She was one of our first Associates and had been very actively involved in the
Associates as long as her health allowed. Recently, Mary had been an Associate
in Spirit. In 2009 she celebrated 25 years as an Associate. Mary was buried from
St. Joseph’s Church in LaPorte, Indiana.
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Catherine Kasper Place

“World On Wheels” Garden Project to Benefit
Refugee Programs in Fort Wayne, Indiana

Imagine 30
wheelbarrows,
each with a unique
artistic design based
on the theme of
World Foods, and
each planted with a garden representing the herbs
and vegetables of a specific ethnicity or country.
The possibilities for colorful, vibrant (even mouth
watering!) displays are myriad, as culture, art and food
converge in a spectacular exhibition of the diverse
international flavor in the Fort Wayne community.

The “World On Wheels” (W.O.W.) Garden Project
is designed to showcase local artists, promote
sponsoring businesses, and raise funds and awareness
for the Fresh Food Initiative. The Fresh Food
Initiative provides urban farming training and
land and supplies for refugees to grow culturallyappropriate foods for themselves and for market.
The W.O.W. Garden Project begins with a kickoff
event July 28 for sponsors, artists, master gardeners
and the represented cultural groups. Artists will then
have several weeks to complete their pieces. The
decorated wheelbarrows will be displayed and a
voter’s choice competition will be held for the best
design at the Taste of the Arts festival on August 25.
After the Taste of the Arts, the wheelbarrows will be
sent to the master gardeners to be planted with foods
representing the various ethnic or international groups.
Once planted, the wheelbarrows will be displayed

at various locations around downtown Fort Wayne
beginning September 7. The project culminates
September 29, as the finished wheelbarrows are
displayed and auctioned off at the International Blast.
The W.O.W. Garden Project is sponsored by the Fort
Wayne Downtown Improvement District. Sponsorship
levels are $500 which includes sponsorship signage
and recognition, or $1500 executive level which
includes logo placement on promotional material
and sponsorship signage at the “Last Saturday”
events in July, August and September, the “Taste of
the Arts,” “Be a Tourist in Your Own Hometown”
and “International Blast,” an invitation to the farmto-table celebration and the option to keep the
wheelbarrow. All sponsors will receive a plaque
which will be displayed on the wheelbarrows at all
the events. Selected artists will receive a $50 award.
Anyone interested in participating or sponsoring a
wheelbarrow should contact Holly Chaille at
(260) 456-8969 ext. 326.
Catherine Kasper Place, a ministry sponsored by the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, builds and supports
strategic alliances and ensures the availability of
quality services and opportunities that advance the
integration of immigrants, refugees and political
asylees into the community of northeast Indiana.

-

Holly Chaille, Director, Catherine Kasper Place

We Love Getting Mail
Our readers are important to us. We welcome your comments and suggestions
about Word Gathering. If you would like to contact us, please send your thoughts to:
Word Gathering,
P.O. Box 1, Donaldson, IN 46513
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or email them to:
jdowd@poorhandmaids.org

Earthworks

A Look at World Water Day and
Our Connection to the Earth

Did you know that May 9 was World Water Day?
No? Well, neither did I. It was a global event that
was definitely under-publicized, and that’s really too
bad, because water supply is fast becoming a critical
environmental problem that we need to attend to.
We’re all aware by now that it’s nearly impossible
to talk about one environmental problem without
mentioning others—and that’s because we live in
a world that is totally interconnected. When one
thing changes—say, air quality—everything
connected to it changes as well.
This interconnectedness is a
relatively new understanding
for us: or rather, it’s a very
old idea that was actually
the prevailing world
view long before we had
problems with air, water
or energy. If you’ll humor
me for a few paragraphs,
I’ll explain how this old
idea has come full circle to
be considered “new.”

We are told that tribal peoples
of long ago had a very different
understanding of the Earth. Most
early peoples believed that the world
was alive and unified—a living, spirit-filled
whole. Elements that we would consider spirit-less,
were considered by tribal groups as spirit-filled. So
for example, we find “Mother Earth” and “Father
Sky.” Think for a moment of the Native American
hunter who paused to pray in gratitude to the spirit of
the bear he was about to kill for food.
We have long considered these ideas a naïve kind of
pre-science; story-book answers to basic scientific
questions. But they are much more than that—they are
clear evidence of a very different view of our planet.
As Western Civilization developed, so did our
thinking about the earth. Greek philosophy, and later

Christianity, taught us two important truths: first,
that the human species alone possesses a spirit, and
second, that spirit is superior to the body, and has a
special eternal destiny. Animals, plants, minerals,
rocks, etc. were no longer seen as having life, and they
were further considered “at the service” of the human
species—as commodities used to better our lives.
We adopted a very human-centered understanding
of our world. Our view of the earth was no longer a
whole, or a circle of life. It became a pyramid,
with human beings near the top.
The industrial revolution was
fueled by this pyramidal
thinking and the astonishing
creativity of some very
good people. The invention
of the cotton gin or
the steam engine, for
example, brought about
a reduction of backbreaking labor, ease and
speed of production, and
development of a strong
economy. It would have been
ridiculous at a time when work
was finally getting a bit easier to
ask whether we were using too much
coal or water. We were thrilled that the
coal and water, non-living things put on the earth
by God, could be used for the betterment of human life.
But eventually our knowledge about natural resources
challenged our attitude toward them. We discovered,
for example, that coal is not an infinite commodity.
We discovered that some kinds of mechanical
progress pollute water. We learned that we can dirty
the air with industry, and that dirty air makes us sick.
(A Look at World Water Day and Our Connection to the Earth,
continued on page 23)
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Earthworks
(A Look at World Water Day and Our Connection to the Earth,
continued from page 7)

Science has at long last convinced us that all elements
in the universe, from the tiniest to the grandest,
are connected in such a way that what affects one
element, affects all elements. Just like the ancients,
we are learning that the very earth is alive, with each
life-form intertwined with every other one. Life
itself bestows rights to every element in our cosmos.
What we need now is to take the next step—an ethic
that recognizes as the norm the good of the entire
community of the universe, not just of humans.
Back to World Water Day…with this new
perspective, it might well be called
World Water–Food–Energy–Population Day,
because all these elements are so intertwined as
to be virtually inseparable. Or, looking at it from
another viewpoint, the solution to one problem
needs to be the solution to all the problems.
All human activities require water, but some human
activities have a bigger water footprint than others.
Water is a basic right of all living beings, but, as
with everything else, it is not distributed evenly. This
doesn’t mean that some parts of the world have more
water than others (they do). What it really means
is that some human behaviors use more water than
others. Let’s look at a few facts.
1. Average use of water per person, per day in
developed countries: 400 liters
2. Average use of water per person, per day in
developing countries: 10 liters
3. Projections indicate that water usage in
developing countries where population growth is
high will increase by 50% by the year 2025
4. Average amount of water used to process 1 pound
of beef: 16,000 liters
5. Average amount of water used to produce 1 pound
of vegetables: 23 gallons
6. Average amount of water to produce one plastic
bottle to hold 12 oz. of water: 7 liters
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7. Average amount of water used to produce one
kilowatt of electricity: 95 liters
8. Average amount of water used to produce one
fast-food meal: 1400 gallons
9. Amount of water used to produce biodiesel to
power a US home for a month: 180,000 liters
It’s all about interconnectedness. How we use
electricity affects our water supply. So does how we
eat. So does how we grow our food and fuel our cars.
So does how we drink water.
So what should World Water Day mean to us? Surely
not drinking less water (well maybe drinking less
BOTTLED water). I think it should mean a careful
look at how we live our day-to-day lives. A little less
meat, remembering to turn off lights and appliances
when they’re not needed, maybe lowering the
thermostat by one or two degrees—behaviors that
seemingly have nothing to do with the world’s water
supply. (But now, we know they do.)
It’s not really about watering our lawns or flushing
our toilets, although in times of crisis, it does
come down to that. Instead, it means an attitude of
conservation, a respect for the interconnectedness of
all earth’s pieces, an understanding that everything on
our planet shares our life.
There will always be tension between the needs of the
human community and the needs of the ecosystem.
Life is constructed that way. But if environmental
justice is our goal (and it should be), then we must
expand our understanding of justice to include
not just people, but also the entire natural world.
Sustainability—another way to describe justice—is
not just about the environment—it is about all the
systems that are part of the life we participate in on
this planet.
Happy Water–Food–Population–Energy Day!
Do try to celebrate it a little every day.

-

Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director, Earthworks

Mexico

An Update from the
Catherine Kasper Education Center
At the end of this school year, the Catherine Kasper Education Center in Coatzacoalcos, Mexico will
have served needy children for fourteen years. The education center is a primary school with grades 1-6. We
usually have approximately 85 children but presently there are 75 because our sixth grade has very few
children this year. The school has only three classrooms so 41 children grades 1-3 attend in the morning
and 34 children in grades 4-6 attend in the afternoon.
I asked the principal to give me some statistics about our children. She reported the following:
•

41% of the children in the morning group frequently come without breakfast. Benefactors provide
cereal and milk for them.

•

6% of the afternoon children come without having eaten any lunch

•

13% miss school frequently because of illness

•

23% of the children show signs of some learning difficulties

•

21% manifest disciplinary problems

•

28% come from families living in extreme poverty

•

23% have a sense of being abandoned

•

21% live with a stepparent in the house or with grandparents

•

29% of the children live with a single mother who has no
outside support

A dedicated staff of five teachers, one assistant teacher, a principal and vice principal are challenged daily
to meet the needs of these children. Since the needs are so varied, we limit the class size to not more than
eighteen. The assistant teacher gives extra help to children in small groups. She is also a family therapist
and during after school hours, has individual sessions with children and parents.
Catherine Kasper Education Center is supported completely by benefactors. We spend approximately
$50.00 a month per child.
Presently we are facing some significant maintenance projects which include a retention wall around the
school property. Vandalism and general security has become a more serious problem in this past year.
I believe the future of any country lies in what can be done in the area of education. For more information
on how you can help, please contact development_dir@poorhandmaids.org or call (574) 936-9936.
Gracias,
Sister Marilyn Haselhorst, PHJC
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Mexico

Six Associates Make First Commitments in Mexico
Six women made their First Commitments as Associates
in the community “Tras las Huellas de Catalina”
(Following in the Footsteps of Catherine) in a retreat
from April 13 to 15. This is the first formal community
of lay Associates in Mexico. Sister Edith Schneider, who
has been accompanying the two groups, coordinated
the Commitment Retreat in the Sisters’ house in San
Ildefonso, Queretaro. Sister Elvia Mina Juárez and Sister
Deborah Davis were also wonderful companions for the
women during the retreat.
The participants included María de Refugio Cruz
Villalobos, Fanny Velasco Martínez and Rosalía
Campos Macario, from Coatzacoalcos who have been
in the discernment process for four years, and Angela
Jiménez Nava, Oliba Sánchez Retana and María Vega
Rodríguez from Tenazda near San Ildefonso with two
years of preparation. Also accompanying the group
were Consolación, 16 year old “searcher” and Amalia
Santamaria Rica, who is discerning religious life with
the Poor Handmaids.
An important part of the retreat was each person’s sharing
of the history of how she became acquainted with the Poor
Handmaids and, through them, the charism of Blessed
Mary Catherine. Between one history and another, we
hiked downhill amidst the rocks and along an interesting
footpath in our back yard—walking with Catherine.

Sister Elvia prepared a simple beautiful altar for
the opening prayer on the charism of Blessed Mary
Catherine for Saturday morning. The altar accompanied
us for the rest of the retreat. Topics studied during the
day included the mission statement of this Associate
Community, the DVD “Catherine Fool of God,” prayer
and service, and ongoing formation.
In the commitment ceremony on Sunday, each of the
six signed her commitment to live fully the mission
of the community “Tras las Huellas de Catalina” for
three years. The three Poor Handmaids, Sisters Edith,
Deborah and Elvia, were visible signs of support for
the group. We finished our retreat by participating in
the Eucharist in the community of Tenazda, where
three of the members live.
And so our “Spiritual Family of Catherine” is
enlarged with a new community. While none in the
Mexico group speak English, they appreciate the
prayers and support of the larger community.

-

Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC

Snapshots from First Commitments in Mexico

10 | Word Gathering

Ancilla College

Ancilla College Celebrates 45th Graduating Class
A reception organized by the Ancilla Alumni
Association followed, as Ancilla faculty, staff,
students, and their families gathered in Cana Hall for
fellowship and refreshments.

Ancilla College graduates celebrate their
accomplishments.
Ancilla College celebrated its 45th class in school history
on Saturday, May 5, at the Ancilla Domini Chapel.
The College recognized 110 candidates for associate’s
degrees, including nine students completing a double major.
“Commencement is a time at which we recognize
our graduates,” said Dr. Ron May, Ancilla College
President. “It is a joy to observe the expressions
on the faces of our graduates as I hand each one a
diploma. The ceremony serves as a reminder to each
graduate that commencement is a time of completion,
while at the same time, is also a new beginning.
The ceremony is also a reminder to faculty of the
importance of their efforts in guiding our graduates
toward this day.”
Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC, former Ancilla
College president and dean as well as a school
alumnus, delivered the commencement address.
Ancilla College celebrates its 75th Anniversary
in 2012, and Sister Virginia shared her thoughts
as someone who graduated from the college in
1963, later served as president, and now serves the
college as Provincial Councilor/Vicaress of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ American Province.

Dr. Joanna Blount, Dean of Academic and Student
Services, commented, “Just like our students, the
faculty and staff wait all year to help our students
celebrate their graduation at Ancilla College. As
educators, graduation reminds us that we have helped
students succeed; that we have helped them take their
first steps down the academic road to success. Being
part of our students’ journeys reaffirms our passion
for teaching and learning, so the graduation ceremony
serves as a celebration for us as well as our students.
We have seen our students grow in confidence, in
their belief in themselves as students and as leaders in
the community and on campus.”
An Honors Convocation was also held on Friday,
May 4, at the Ancilla Domini Chapel, as students and
faculty alike were honored for their achievements.
Of the 110 candidates, 12 received recognition for
graduating Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude,
and Cum Laude.
Another 15 were honored for their affiliation with
Ancilla’s Beta Beta Beta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa,
the largest honor society in American higher education.
Receiving special honors were:
Amanda Tompkins (Scholar of Distinction)
Fletcher Goodman (Outstanding Male Scholar-Athlete)
Trisha Dillon (Outstanding Female Scholar-Athlete)
John Gough (Educator of the Year)
Hollie M. Anderson (Outstanding Portfolio Award)

-

Joel Thomas, Instructor of English, Ancilla College

Congratulations Graduates!
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Special Feature

Jubilarians Reflect on Family, Life and Ministry
75 Years
Sister Aline Clesen, PHJC
My life as a member of the
Poor Handmaid Congregation
has brought a variety of happy
memories mixed with challenging
experiences. I was taught by
the Poor Handmaids Sisters in
elementary School. After grade
school I chose religious life in the
Community of the Poor Handmaids.
As a member of the PHJC Community, I continue
to learn about the life of our foundress, Blessed
Catherine Kasper. Her simple way of serving the
Lord influenced my decision to follow in her
footsteps and that, I have never regretted.
From 1937 to 1976 I was engaged in the teaching
apostolate and later served at Ancilla College as
the registrar. Presently, I am retired at the Catherine
Kasper Home. Due to aging, my vision limitations
affect the quality of my living to some degree.
However, I continue to have a positive attitude and
enjoy each new day.
My hopes and prayers for our Community are that
we will adapt to the changes required for living in the
present times, guided by the Holy Spirit, retaining
the charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper, as we move
forward, serving rising needs that lie ahead.
Sister Bernice Buescher, PHJC
Many happy memories come
to mind and heart as I reflect
on my life close to one hundred
years. I was born in 1915 the
4th of 11 children. I remember
kindergarten at St. Peter’s School,
Fort Wayne Indiana with Notre
Dame Sisters. I started first grade
at St. Andrew’s and then elementary school with the
Franciscan Sisters. I did not know the PHJC Sisters
12 | Word Gathering

Jubilarians 2012
until my oldest sister, Alice, came to Donaldson in
1925, when I was 10 years old.
I spent my first two years of high school as an aspirant
at Ancilla Domini. That gave me the desire to devote
myself to teaching about Jesus. My sisters, Mildred
and Helen were already Poor Handmaids. I became a
postulant in 1934 and began teaching at Angel Guardian
Orphanage in Chicago in 1937. I loved teaching.
Gradually class sizes increased reaching 60 pupils. It
was more than I could manage. I asked for a different
mission and was assigned office work, which occupied
most of my life until I was about 85 years of age.
The greatest enjoyment of my Jubilee year is the hope
that everything we do to celebrate will be pleasing
to Jesus and Mary. I hope God will guide and bless
the activities of the community in the U.S., Mexico,
India, England, the Netherlands, Germany, Brazil,
Kenya and Nigeria.

70 Years
Sister Margaret Hanon, PHJC
In my 70 years as a Poor
Handmaid, during which time
I ministered in 13 different
schools, I enjoyed the challenges
and gained valuable experiences
with each move. I especially
cherish the two years at Holy
Cross School in Wendelin,
Illinois, a rural parish in the Belleville diocese.
Today life in our congregation is exciting. Living in
the 21st century with the new technology has many

Special Feature
rewards; two of them that I’m grateful for are the
‘spare parts’ that God provides for fading eyesight
and hearing.
I am the only 70-year Jubilarian. The members
of my class are already enjoying their heavenly
reward. I continue to share what I can with all who
minister daily to my needs if only my smile and
thank you and I accept each day as gift. My hope is
that our Community will continue to flourish with
new members and renewed spirit as we follow in
Catherine Kasper’s footsteps.

60 Years
Sister Judian Breitenbach, PHJC
I am amazed at how quickly time
has passed and how my life has
continued to evolve and unfold in
ways I could not have imagined
60 years ago.
Most notably I am grateful for the
support of the PHJC Community
in allowing a Holistic Healing
Ministry. As Catherine read “the signs of the times”
following the prompting of the Holy Spirit throughout
the evolution of the Congregation, so too, have I been
blessed with her faith and courage especially during
my recent five year healing from breast cancer. I
am grateful for all those who walk with me as my
“treatment plan” morphs into a cancer-free lifestyle.
May we continue to witness God’s healing presence in
all those we serve at the Namaste’ Center.
My hope for our international congregation is that
we grow in faith, courage and compassion, fearlessly
speaking our truth for justice within the institutional
church for women and children, for inclusive ministries,
and for open, honest dialogue of issues and concerns
affecting the spiritual and temporal well-being of all
the People of God.
My most enjoyable Jubilee experience is the Community
Jubilee Celebration with my beloved PHJC Sisters.
With gratitude for all the Community has given
me I sing with all my heart—THE JOY IS IN THE
JOURNEY! Namaste.’

Sister Mary Kevin Ryan, PHJC
I grew up at St. Mark’s in Gary,
Indiana. I was an aspirant for
four years. One favorite memory
from those years was our singing
around the piano at recreation
time nearly every day.
My first mission was St. Augustine,
Chicago where I taught second grade. Then I
taught at St. Monica in Mishawaka and at St. Henry
in Chicago. I especially loved my five and a
half years of teaching second grade at Angel
Guardian Orphanage.
I started teaching guitar at St. Bartholomew’s, Our
Lady of Victory and St. Matthias Schools in Chicago.
I worked in youth and clown ministry at St. Bart’s
and was assistant choir director there as well. This is
where I still teach guitar today—nearly 40 years later!
My favorite memory is my involvement in the PHJC
International Cultural Exchange Program. I loved
meeting our Sisters from around the world and I am
grateful for the friendships which continue today. It
was such a growth experience for me. Being together,
praying together in various forms, and learning from
one another was incredible, it was an experience I will
never forget. I don’t think I have ever laughed so much.
I am living a happy community life, and sharing my gifts
and talents however and whenever I can. I am grateful
for my health, my local and larger communities and the
opportunities I have to be of service.
I have a deepening love for our foundress, Catherine
Kasper. I believe she has a great love for me. I know
that I have followed in her footsteps as best I can—and
literally even held her shoes while I was in Germany!
I am delighted to have been a part of this congregation
for sixty + years! It truly is a PRIVILEGE.

Congratulations
Jubilarians!
(Jubilarians Reflect on Family, Life and Ministry,
continued on page 14)
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(Jubilarians Reflect on Family, Life and Ministry,
continued from page 13)

50 Years
Sister Marilyn Haselhorst, PHJC
I have many memories that come
to mind and heart as I reflect on
these past 50 years.
• the loving support of my
parents and family
• my first profession of vows
•

the achievement and graduation from the different
studies that I was privileged to do

•

working in the Mexican community at St. Augustine
school and parish in Chicago

•

my first visit to Germany when I walked in the
places where Blessed Mary Catherine walked and
being present for her beatification in Rome

•

The Chapter decision in 1988 to establish a
mission in Mexico and then the Missioning
Ceremony two months later

•

Beginning life and ministry in a foreign country
with its many joys and challenges

•

Having the opportunity to visit several of the
different countries in which the congregation is
present and in particular spending several months
working with the Sisters in Kenya.

I have a very positive and exciting outlook on
ministry. There is much to do for the poor, the sick
and the children in Mexico. I have always cherished
my vocation as a Poor Handmaid and here in Mexico
I have been privileged to accompany the Mexican
women in their discernment to be Poor Handmaids.
Certainly one’s hopes and dreams change. I began
ministry as a first grade teacher then spent many years as
a high school teacher. I certainly never thought that one
day I would be speaking a different language and living
almost half of my religious life in a different country.
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Sister Mary Kay Leuschke, PHJC
Having lived in a family of four
with religious differences, living in
a neighborhood with a variety of
ages, and having countless school
experiences has helped shape me
into the person I am today.
My outlook in ministry is one
of “being with” fellow human beings and trying
to listen attentively while following Blessed Mary
Catherine’s charism of serving the needs of the poor
and underserved. I have been called to minister in a
variety of ways: through education, as a counselor,
and as a psychotherapist.
My hopes and dreams have been shaped by
the challenges that have emerged, many times
unexpectedly, since becoming a Sister 50 years ago.
In 1976 I was asked to discern the possibility of
becoming the next novice director. Trusting in: “My
grace is enough for you” this new adventure took me
and two other Poor Handmaids to Cincinnati, Ohio to
join an Inter-community Novitiate Program that had
been established there. For seven years we ministered
to 12 potential future Poor Handmaids.
My next ministry required further education. The
following two years I attended a clinical social work
program at Loyola in Chicago. After graduation I was
hired at the Archdiocesan Consultation Services in
Cincinnati where I earned both my Social Workers
and Independent Social Workers licenses. When
Mercy Professional Services opened to serve the
underserved, I achieved a Supervisory license so that
now I can now supervise individuals and groups.
I am most grateful to God for my family, friends, my
colleagues, my PHJC Community and its partnerships,
many intercommunity members as well as the special
people God has blessed me with through these years.

Special Feature / In Memory
Sister Patricia Peters, PHJC
Celebrating a Jubilee asks one
to reflect on the years spent in
community and so these thoughts
come to mind.
• The children I’ve taught. I
wonder how and what they are
doing now
•

Teaching at the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)

•

Festivals and parish committees and the
people involved

•

Tutoring—math, English, computer use

•

Creating the Mission Statement of the American
Province, especially the phrase: …Resisting our
fears, we dare to accept the challenges of the future

•

The care and support of community as I grew in
religious life and community living

•

Touching the roots of the Congregation at
the beatification of Blessed Catherine Kasper
and participating in the International Cultural
Exchange Program

•

Participating in the Spirituality Pool of Energy
enabled a greater understanding and articulation
of my spiritual beliefs.

The present time is a challenge both for the community
and for me. As the community becomes fewer in number
and older, we must look for ways to continue our
mission and service to those in need. By collaborating
with others and supporting foundations that carry out
these ministries, we stay involved and alive.
As I become older, I also have to consider other ways
of doing service. I am not yet ready to stop what I am
doing but I am increasing my consciousness that the
time is coming.
My greatest enjoyment during the Jubilee year will
be celebrating with family and friends. Also realizing
I have contributed to the life of the community, that I
no longer have to prove myself, and that I can be who
I am now and into the future.
My hopes and dreams have grown into a greater
awareness of how I have been graced—supported and
encouraged by many along the way.

Congratulation to all of our Jubilarians!

-

Compiled by Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

In Memory of Father Konerman, S.J.

Father Edward H. Konerman, S.J. died on Friday, February 24, 2012, at Colombiere
Center in Clarkston, Michigan.
Father Konerman was born on April 10, 1929 in Covington, Kentucky. He entered the
Society of Jesus on September 19, 1945 at Milford, Ohio. He was ordained on June 18,
1958 at West Baden, Indiana, and professed final vows on February 2, 1964.

Father Konerman taught Theology to seminarians at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary
(Mundelein, Illinois) from 1963-1985 and was the Praeses (chairman) of the
ecclesiastical faculty from 1979-1985. He was the Freshman Dean of the College
of Arts & Sciences at Loyola University Chicago from 1986-1995. From 1976-1996 he was also the
secretary for the Catholic Theological Society of America. Father Konerman was the chaplain for the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ from 1996-2012 and moved to Colombiere Center in January 2012.
May Father Konerman rest in peace.
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Sojourner Truth House

Taking Steps to End Homelessness

beaten down by life is the woman who may eventually
have her GED certification, a better sense of parenting,
or her anger under control. She may have a résumé or a
school schedule in hand, but most importantly she has
a new lease on life.”
Founded in 1997 and sponsored by the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, Sojourner Truth House
serves women who may be caught in a cycle of
addiction, mental illness or poverty. Many are hungry,
fragile and weak, but are nurtured with kindness and
respect as they are led toward a positive self image
and independence.

A crowd converges on the street in support of
Sojourner Truth House.
A chilly Saturday morning on May 5, 2012 generated
hundreds of warm-hearted people who came together
for the 13th Annual Walk for Sojourner Truth House
in Gary, Indiana.
There to support the day center that serves 1,500
homeless and at-risk women and children each month,
were individuals and teams from civic, corporate,
religious, educational and community sectors.
One by one, young and old alike energized the event as
they danced in the street, created the “balloon stomp,”
and ultimately walked the course around the park
located across the street from Sojourner Truth House.

No rain—all smiles! Former
Co-Director Sister Joan Fisher,
PHJC (left) and current STH
Executive Director Sister Peg
Spindler, CSA.
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“Our 13 years of
walk events are
a collaboration
of a generous
public and walk
participants as we
embrace the true
meaning of one
step at a time,” said
Sojourner Truth
House Executive
Director Sister
Peg Spindler. “The
woman who comes
through our door

As one of the volunteers said as she stood with the
crowd, “I walk today to support Sojourner Truth
House, and to let them know there are people who care
and are concerned about the community. I salute all the
effort set forth at Sojourner Truth House. Keep up the
good work! May God continue to bless each of you.”

-

Jane Bomberger, Director of Donor Relations

Did you know?
•

$8 provides medical screenings to one client
for one month at Sojourner Truth House.

•

$14 feeds one woman for one month at STH.

•

$34 provides one month of child care while
mothers are searching for housing and
participating in job interviews.

•

$100 sponsors one homeless woman to take
her GED examination after being tutored at
Sojourner Truth House.

•

$3,000 sponsors Sojourner Truth House
operations for a day.

HealthVisions Midwest

Community Health Worker—
Connecting Health Services to the Community

In 1999, one year
after the beginning
of HealthVisions
Midwest, we
began researching
the community
health worker
(CHW) model and
its relationship
to reducing health disparities among the poor and
underserved. CHW’s were widely used in the
western part of the United States, but
not in the Midwest. Community
Health Workers are members of
the community in which they
work, and serve a vital role
in helping patients with
few resources to navigate
and connect with needed
health and social services.
They also bring a direct
personal understanding of
the community’s culture,
beliefs, norms, and behaviors.
Just as Catherine Kasper went
through the town and countryside
finding people who needed help,
Community Health Workers do not
wait for the client to come to the office.
They go to the community and into individual homes
to bring their services directly to the patient.

In 2000, HealthVisions Midwest contracted with the
Indiana Maternal Child Health program using CHW’s
to work with a nurse in helping pregnant women
access health services. The next year we collaborated
with St. Catherine Hospital, East Chicago and Ivy
Tech to set up an education program for CHW’s.
Since then we have employed CHW’s in Lake and
Allen County, Indiana. We are now using CHW’s to
help patients manage their chronic diseases, especially
congestive heart failure and diabetes. This in turn
reduces costly and unnecessary emergency room visits.

I asked our CHW’s to reflect on what it means to be a
CHW and what success they have experienced.
This is what Pam Wade, our CHW, at Great
Beginnings in Gary had to say:
“It is very simple for me to express what being a
CHW means to me.
C — Communicating with others with compassion
and sincerity without prejudice.
H — Hope and Faith replace
helplessness
W — Wherever you are show
the value of others by serving
them with dignity and respect.”
Susie Jimenez, our CHW
at Promotores de Salud
Maternal e Infantil in East
Chicago said this:

“To me being a CHW is like
building blocks of action.
In the first block we outreach
and educate women so that they
can become knowledgeable. In the
second block we eliminate the barriers
and discrepancies by being an advocate or a
coach to train our clients to help themselves. The last
block is the reward of building relationships and having
positive outcomes for our families.”
An example of the influence and work of our CHW
program is expressed in this story:
“Maggie experienced many struggles during her
pregnancy. She had cancerous cells in her uterus,
and diabetes, which would require insulin, Maggie
also faced the stress of losing her home. As if all of
these factors weren’t enough, her Medicaid coverage
(Community Health Worker—Connecting Health Services
to the Community, continued on page 21)
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An Update from the Development Office
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Some new things are happening at Ancilla Systems that
bode well for the ministries of the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ. Specifically, the Development department
is adding some key co-workers to the team and refocusing its commitment to the “joyful service” of
others within the ministry family.
Ancilla Systems welcomed its newest co-worker
to the Development team in March. Scott Thunder
joined as the Director Of Development. Scott spent
many years in the broadcast industry, and the last
six years he was part of the development team at an
international ministry in the south Chicago area.
“The first time I read the four core values of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, I immediately resonated
with them,” Scott says. “Being able to serve the diverse
ministries of the Poor Handmaids under the banner of
these values is something I fully embrace. I am excited
about the opportunities for growth and sustainability.”
In addition to the newly filled Director of Development
position, Ruth Van Vactor has joined the Donaldson
Development team in the position of Development
Associate. Ruth fills the vacancy left open due to the
recent retirement of Diana Skiba. The role has been
expanded to include more research and analysis as
well as data entry.
Ancilla Systems also hopes to add a Special Events
Manager to the Development team in the near future.
With annual events like the Nazareth Home Gala
and the Walk for Sojourner Truth House, this role
is vital to ensure that these events (and others) are
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planned and executed with precision and quality. A
co-worker dedicated to Special Events gives the rest
of the Development team increased capacity to focus
on activities that support sustainability across Poor
Handmaid ministries.
At a recent presentation of Poor Handmaid history,
some distinct models were presented regarding the
way ministry has been envisioned:
•

Alliances, where two or more entities come
together in the work of the Spirit

•

Picking up a ministry from others who
transition out

•

Handing off ministry to be continued by others

Not only has this been done in the past between
the Poor Handmaids and outside institutions, but
Development believes it can be done among coworkers within the boundaries of our shared identity.
•

Development can ally with, and work alongside
another ministry in a project or activity.

•

Development can pick up an activity or program
from a ministry (such as planning the Nazareth
Home Gala) to allow ministry to focus on
other activities.

•

Development can develop and define a project or
an activity and then hand it off to ministry.

•

Development can develop and create
a brand new ministry activity designed to
enhance sustainability.

Development’s commitment is to serve, support and
make available the team resources and experience, in
an attitude of Openness, Community, and Simplicity,
with Dignity and Respect for All.

-

Scott Thunder, Director of Development

PHJC Ministry Center

Honoring and Respecting the Earth
Earth Week was a great success this past April. For
the second year in a row at the PHJC Ministry Center,
the Ecological Relationships Committee coordinated
an entire week of events to celebrate and create
awareness of our Earth and its resources. Events were
held from Monday, April 16 through Friday, April 20.
The week began with the raising of a new Earth Flag
and culminated in a tree planting ceremony outside
Catherine’s Cottage and Catherine Kasper Home.

Snapshots from
Earth Week 2012

Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC, who teaches English at the
college reflects on her experience at the “Waste Not our
Soil” event on Thursday; “I was delighted to hear from
Mike Good, Executive Director at Marshall County’s
Solid Waste District. I wasn’t aware of all the various items
recycled and available there, particularly with electronics.
And Joyce Roberts’ presentation made me proud to hear
how widespread is the PHJC Ministry Center’s efforts to
recycle and steward raw materials. Her skill at taking so
many things apart to recycle and reuse is phenomenal.”
Presenters from both the PHJC Ministry Center and the
local area enlightened participants. One co-worker was
thrilled to learn that adding wood chips to her garden
soil helped retain water. Provincial Services co-worker
Peggy Wringer, enjoyed making a clay wall pocket. She
had never worked with clay before, and now is very
interested in taking a pottery class at MoonTree Studios.
Through focusing on the theme of soil we learned of its
delicate and valuable nature as well as the importance
it holds in so many parts of our daily lives. Prayers and
reflections were held each morning of the week and
activities took place during the day including learning
about soil scientists and their work, creating clay wall
hangings at MoonTree Studios, learning about the work on
the soil in the greenhouses, the link between the soil and
water management, recycling, a nature walk, distribution
of seeds, and finally a film focused on Earth’s landscapes.
There was a great turn out from the Ministry Center
residents and co-workers for the events of the week. Earth
Week allows us a chance to think about the world we live
in and how each and every one of us can do our part in
keeping it healthy for generations to come.

-

Join us
next year!

Chelsea Chalk, Instructor, Ancilla College and Earth
Week Committee Member
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Ancilla College

“We Believe In You”

Versie Ford, a recent graduate, who participated in
Ancilla College’s “We Believe In You” program.
Versie Ford remembers when she first gathered the
courage to enter Ancilla College. “I didn’t think I
was the type of person who could go to college,” she
recalls. Ford first enrolled as part of Ancilla’s “We
Believe In You” program, which offered prospective
students 21 years and older who had never attended
college the chance to take one class for free before
deciding if they wanted to pursue a degree. She
graduated in May 2012.
At the time, Versie had just earned her GED after
leaving high school over a decade before. The single
mother supported her three children by working what
she describes as “dead end jobs” until an injury forced
her to look for other options. Versie’s boyfriend (now
fiancé) and his daughter had attended Ancilla College
and encouraged her to apply. As part of “We Believe
In You,” the new student started her trial class:
Writing Concepts. “I remember being really nervous
on my first day of class,” she reflects. The paragraphlong writing assignments were a challenge at the
time. But Versie persisted, gaining confidence and
accomplishing her goals. “Now I’m writing 10-page
papers. When I finished my first 10-page paper and
got the ‘A’ back on it, I thought ‘Wow, I did that!’”

“We Believe In You” first appeared at Ancilla College
in 1988 under the leadership of then-president Sister
Virginia Kampwerth, disappeared after her presidency,
and returned in 2007. Sister Virginia, who now is on
the PHJC Provincial Team, was glad to see the program
return. “I think it’s a clear indicator that the college
is still paying attention to the needs of the area,” she
said in a 2009 interview. “We have gifts to share with
the students, for academics and skill-building, and an
atmosphere of respect and Christian values.”
The program has continued since 2007, with
numbers varying from year to year, but always
bringing in a group of students who have continued
their education, enrolling in other classes and
finding success.
When she graduated in May, Versie Ford fulfilled a
dream passed along to her from her mother before
she passed away. “When I was in high school, she
told me she always wanted to see me walk down the
aisle at graduation,” Versie remembers. She has used
her mother’s inspiration to help inspire her when she
has struggled at times along her academic journey.
She plans to use her education to get a job working in
the mental health field, declaring that “I want to help
people change their lives.” She hopes her story will
encourage others to try to earn their degree, perhaps
through the “We Believe In You” program, as well.
“I’m hoping some student might read this and think
‘If she can do this, I can do it, too.’”

-

Joel Thomas and James Drzewiecki, Ancilla College

“We Believe In You” gives prospective adult students the opportunity to
try college with no tuition for the first class enrollment.
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2012 PHJC Board/Leadership Retreat / HealthVisions Midwest

2012 PHJC Board/Leadership Retreat

Sister Simone Campbell, SSS, facilitator, communicated
that ministries are communities that nurture. She also
talked about the sacredness of community. She stated,
“Only in community can we nurture hope.”
Others call us to a generous place to which we might
not go otherwise. The gift of Jesus was given because
of the needs of others. We are responsible for the
next generation.

Sister Simone Campbell, SSS facilitated the 2012 PHJC
Board/Leadership Retreat at the PHJC Ministry
Center on March 14.
After reading “Hope is the thing with feathers…that
never asked a crumb of me,” by Emily Dickinson, the
planners of the March 14 PHJC Board/Leadership
Retreat used “Glimpses of Hope” as the theme of the
retreat. They asked each of the ministries to submit
a picture and a quote representing glimpses of hope.
Maynerd Utayde from Physical Therapy in the
Catherine Kasper Life Center, stated, “Hope for our
residents…to provide comfort, dignity and well-being
to all as they continue on their journey throughout life.”

Seniors residents at our Linden Houses have much
to offer and participate in a wide range of volunteer
opportunities that promote well-being, social
interaction, and the chance to accomplish good in the
world around them. They work toward improving the
lives of those that will come after them, and in turn
gain a fresh perspective and a continued enthusiasm
for their own lives.
Our ministries are one of the ways that we pass on to
the next generation.

-

Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC, Provincial Councilor

One participant stated, “Gathering with a group such as
we did and having encouraging input does lift the soul
‘like a feather.’ Hope is so necessary in our world today.”
(Community Health Worker—Connecting Health Services
to the Community, continued from page 17)

had been suspended for reasons beyond her control.
This resulted in her inability to pay for supplies
for her diabetes. Upon meeting Maggie, the CHW
immediately recognized that she needed additional
support, both emotional and financial. Our program
was able to provide this for her and she was able to
deliver a healthy baby boy. Maggie is now cancer free
and owns her own home, with help from our program
and the community. Diabetes is an illness that she has
to deal with but she has continually learned through
training how to control her blood sugars and has
adopted a healthier lifestyle.”

Through the years, HealthVisions has been a leader
in educating other agencies about the benefits of
CHW’s. We are now involved with the Indiana State
Health Department in setting up a CHW Coalition
throughout the state. This will enable us to share ideas
and partner with other agencies to improve the health
of the citizens of Indiana.

-

Sister Annemarie Kampwerth, PHJC, Director of Education,
Partnerships, Mission, HealthVisions Midwest
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In Memory / Ancilla College

In Memory of Our Sisters
Sister Leandra Welling, PHJC

Sister Leandra Welling, PHJC, formerly known as Sister Ralph, passed away on
March 21, 2012 at the Catherine Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She was born to
Henry and Christine Welling in Trenton, Illinois on November 26, 1925. She entered the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows on June 25, 1946.
Sister Leandra ministered for 41 years as a childcare provider or administrator. She was a
cottage mother at St. Vincent Villa, Fort Wayne and at Angel Guardian Orphanage, Chicago.
In 1974 when Angel Guardian closed, she went to St. John’s Day Care, Belleville, Illinois as the director. Sister
Leandra then changed ministry and became the Director of the Maria Center independent senior apartments in
Donaldson from 1989–1999. After 1999 she continued to help as a volunteer for another six years. Since 2005,
she served the PHJC community.
May Sister Leandra rest in peace!
Sister Cecile Wisman, PHJC
Sister Cecile Wisman, PHJC, passed away on March 29, 2012 at the Catherine Kasper
Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She was born to John and Catherine Wisman in Quincy, Illinois
on January 15, 1917. She entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and
professed her first vows on June 25, 1946.
Sister Cecile began ministering as a teacher in 1945. For the next 32 years she taught in
Illinois, Minnesota and Indiana and was the organist at several of the schools. For the next
24 years she served at Ancilla College in Donaldson as the Business Office Manager or as a volunteer. She
retired in 2001.
May Sister Cecile rest in peace!

Snapshots from Tri Ancilla 2012
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Catherine Kasper Home

CKH Residents Enjoy Chapel Improvements

Several pews were removed in the back to create
more space for persons in wheelchairs or with
walkers/rollators.
New overhead light fixtures were installed, greatly
enhancing the lighting throughout the entire space.
Finally, a new, state-of-the-art sound system was
installed, improving dramatically the sound quality
and thus aiding the hearing impaired.

Two years ago, one of the PHJC Development
Office’s appeals was for updating the Catherine
Kasper Home Chapel, to make it more user-friendly
for those who find it difficult to hear or move
about. Updates have now been completed, and
CKH residents and visitors are enjoying several
improvements, enhancing their worship experience
on multiple levels.
New carpeting was installed throughout. Most
noticeably, are the steps that lead to the altar,
alternating steps were carpeted with a darker color.
This aids persons with vision problems—specifically
those who have problems with depth-perception. They
are able to see the steps more clearly and traverse
them with more ease.
Two handrails were placed on either side of the steps
leading to the altar to assist in ambulation.

“I love it all!” exclaims CKH resident Sister Teresa
Schleper, PHJC. “The dark carpeting on the stairs is
a blessing for those of us who have vision problems,
and the handrails are very nice too. The lighting is
much brighter now, so it’s easier to read. There is
more space to move about in the back, and I know
the new speakers have helped those who have hearing
problems. It’s all wonderful!”
“The mission of the chapel is to be welcoming to people
of all faiths and disabilities,” explains Margaret
Pixey, CKLC Pastoral Care Coordinator. “As we age,
eyesight and hearing diminish. These improvements
have enhanced many individuals’ ability to participate
in prayer, worship, and meditation. In the spirit of
Blessed Catherine Kasper, the chapel serves all with
dignity and respect.”

-

Jason Greve, Social Services Coordinator,
Catherine Kasper Home

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
are on Facebook!
http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org.

“Like” our page today!
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