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The Blessing of the newly elected Provincial Leadership Team
was held at the Catherine Kasper Home Chapel following
elections in April. The Poor Handmaids current team was also
recognized, blessed and thanked for sharing their gifts, talents,
and leadership for the past four years.
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POOR HANDMAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST

New Leadership Elected
By Julie Dowd, Communications Director

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ newly-elected leadership team (L to R) Sister
Judith Diltz, provincial; Sister Michele Dvorak, first councilor; Sister Joetta
Huelsmann and Sister Margaret Ann Henss, councilors.

Following a process of
discernment and prayer, the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Chapter delegates, during the
Provincial Chapter of Elections
held April 28-30, elected a
leadership team who will direct
them during the next four years.
Sister Judith Diltz was re-elected
as provincial and Sister Michele
Dvorak was re-elected as first
councilor. Sister Joetta Huelsmann
and Sister Margaret Anne Henss
were newly elected as councilors.
Sister Judith Diltz, a native
of Mishawaka, Indiana,
professed her first vows as a
Poor Handmaid in 1969. Since
that time, she has ministered in
education and served the Poor
Handmaid Community. She
taught English at Bishop Dwenger
High School in Fort Wayne,
Indiana; Mater Dei High School
and Kaskaskia College in Breese,
4

Illinois; Marian High School in
Mishawaka; and was the English
and Humanities Professor/
Faculty Assessment Coordinator
at Ancilla College in Donaldson,
Indiana. Sister Judith also served
as the PHJC Vocation Director,
Postulant /Affiliate Director, and
Director of Development. She was
Provincial from 2013 to 2017.
Sister Michele Dvorak has
ministered in education since
1976. She has been a teacher and
principal in Indiana and Illinois
and a Professor at Calumet
College of St. Joseph in Whiting,
Indiana where she also held the
position of Vice President of
Academic and Student Affairs.
For the past four years, she served
as first councilor of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ. Sister
Michele was born in Minneapolis,
Minnesota and professed her first
vows in 1976.
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Sister Joetta Huelsmann has
served in different ministries
since professing her first vows in
1969. She was a teacher, parish
minister, director of religious
education, pastoral associate,
retreat house staff, and co-director
and director of John XXIII Retreat
Center in Hartford City. Sister
Joetta previously served on the
Provincial Team as councilor from
1997 to 2005. She was born in
Breese, Illinois.
Sister Margaret Anne Henss,
born in Trenton, Illinois, has been
an educator, and controller and
treasurer for the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ American
Province. She has ministered
at HealthVisions Midwest in
Hammond, Indiana since 2008
as the financial assistant/special
projects and as the director of
Mission and Communications.
Sister Margaret Anne professed
her first vows in 1967.
Installation of the Provincial
Leadership team will be held July
9, 2017, in the Ancilla Domini
Chapel, Donaldson.
As the Provincial Leadership
Team begins its term of office,
the Sisters minister with the
knowledge of the congregation’s
prayerful support. It is through
the dedication of the Sisters,
Associates, members of the Fiat
Spiritus Community, co-workers,
and those serving in sponsored
ministries that the Charism of
Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper,
foundress of the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ, continues to have
a rippling effect in our society and
the world.

Celebrations in Mexico

MEXICO

By Sister Frances Jean Gallinatti, PHJC

During the recent Mexico Pro-region assembly, the
Sisters reflected on their Constitutions and on the
three vows they take as Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ which was fitting as they also celebrated
jubilees. Sister Yolanda Bautista Salinas celebrated
her 15th jubilee, Sister Mary Jean Christianson her
50th jubilee, and Sister Marilyn Haselhorst her 55th
as Poor Handmaids. This was a joyful testimony
to celebrate amidst their discernment as Poor
Handmaids in Mexico. The Mass was celebrated
in the palapa in Mapachapa by Father Joel Ireta
and Father José Alfingel Vazquez, both friends of
the Mexico’s Pro-region. Each Sister and the two
aspirants had a role in some aspect of the day:
decorations, Mass, music, and preparation of the

elegant dinner. Ancedotes and shared memories
filled the afternoon.

Holy Week By Sister Elvia Mina Juarez, PHJC

communities with three days of catechesis and they
celebrated the Tridium. This team included Poor
Handmaids, seminarian friends, several from the
Coatzacoalcos Associate group, two married couples
with children and several young adults committed
to evangelization. Most of the communities are
indigenous, economically very poor but with a
vibrant FAITH and much hope.

It is a Mexican tradition that many Catholic youths
spend Holy Week in remote regions of Mexico that
do not have access to weekly parish services or the
privilege of the celebrations of Holy Week. Because
the youth are missioned from their home parish, it is
called Mission Week.
Sister Elvia Mina Juárez, PHJC oversaw Mission
Week and the months of preparations before
Holy Week in St. Joseph Parish of Hueyapan
de Ocampo, near the city of Catemaco, Mexico.
Thirty-one people were missioned in eleven remote

On April 22, thirty family members, newer
members of Huellas de Catalina, (translated as “In
the Footsteps of Catherine”), which is the PHJC
Associate community in Mexico, and friends
witnessed the renewal of commitment of Francisca
Velasco, Maria Refugio Cruz, and Rosalia Macario to
the Mexico Associate Community. A moving prayer
service was followed by a diverse buffet and much
merriment and wonderful fellowship.

We are grateful for God´s blessings to the
missionaries and to the many who supported this
mission, including, Father Edgar Ivan Beltran
Baizabal, for his invitation to the Poor Handmaids.
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By Brittany Taylor, Ancilla College student

Being so far away from home is
hard, but being at Ancilla College
has made it feel like I am part of
a second family. The family feel
is not a feeling you get at just any
college, this college is special.
Students roam the halls, hang
out in the library, and everyone
knows everyone else. A student
here might even see a Sister going
to her class. I don’t know many
schools that have Sisters living
right above it, but this one does.

6

The Sisters at Ancilla College are
very warm and welcoming and
automatically put a smile on your
face the instant you start talking
to them. My first encounter with
the Sisters was during a bus ride
to volunteer at Sojourner Truth
House, a day center for homeless
women and children in Gary,
Indiana. The Sisters made all of
us in the bus laugh. Sister Chi
and Sister Ha, students at Ancilla
College and members of the
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congregation of the Lovers of the
Holy Cross, sang songs from Sister
Act plus a couple of songs from
their home country of Vietnam.
When we arrived at Sojourner
Truth House everyone on the
buses was divided up, so that
we could fulfill as many tasks
as possible. While one of my
teammates and I were walking to
the building, we could hear the
Sisters again singing the same

ANCILLA COLLEGE
songs that we heard on the bus.
We couldn’t help but chuckle a
little bit. Volunteering at Sojourner
Truth House that day was an
experience, to say the least, but
volunteering with the Sisters and
knowing what it meant for the
people we were helping made it
even more special.
As a Catholic school, Ancilla
College offers Mass and prayers
services that some people have
never experienced. For example,
being Catholic, I thought I knew
most prayers, but witnessing a
Taizé prayer in Ancilla Domini
Chapel was a cool experience.
The chapel had an aura that
permeated everybody there. I
had no idea what to expect, but
being surrounded by Sisters and
families from the community, was
amazing! The Latin songs and
prayers were captivating. I was
in awe when I heard the Sisters
sing and saw them pray. When
the prayer was done, one of the
Sisters greeted me and thanked
me for coming, I wanted to say

“No, thank you! That was so
cool!” but nothing came out of
my mouth except for a simple
smile and a “No problem”! I was
nervous at that moment because I
see Sisters as famously important
people.
The next scheduled encounter I
had with the Sisters was at “Guess
Who’s Coming to Dinner” a meal
arranged by Sister Connie Bach,
the Poor Handmaid Vocation
Director, for Sisters and students.
The sweet thing about Sisters is
that you hardly ever see them
without a smile on their face, so
when all the students walked
into Zirkle Commons they were
instantly greeted with smiling
Sisters. This could have been quite
overwhelming for some students,
but the Sisters just meshed with
everyone as they sat at tables
with the students and mingled.
I had the pleasure of sitting next
to a Sister Deanne Blume, PHJC
who was so adorable and sweet.
We talked about her life, why she
became a Sister, and her job right

now. Sister Deanne previously
worked in education and
healthcare doing different jobs,
volunteered at a shelter and now
works at the Catherine Kasper
Home where she helps the Sisters
who live there by interacting
with them and helping them get
around. She talked about this job
like she didn’t want to be doing
anything else. I hope to be doing
something that I truly love like
that. She was a joy to talk to and
get to know.
Meeting the Sisters throughout
my freshman year has been an
awesome experience because it’s
not every day a person gets to
say that they had dinner or sang
with a Sister for an hour or two.
Meeting them has made an impact
on me because these are the lovely
ladies that will help us and even
provide us with a good laugh
when we need it. For those of us
who are religious and like talking
to a spiritual leader, I’m sure
that a Sister would be more than
willing to be that person.

Partnership with JESSE By Cheri Ringer, Coordinator of Earthcare Education
Earthworks has partnered with
JESSE (Joint Educational Services
in Special Education) to provide
work experiences for students
with mild to moderate special
needs ages 17 and older as they
work towards a school diploma.
In January, Jake Snyder became
the first JESSE student, from
LaVille Jr./Sr. High School
to work with Sam Tepes,
Greenhouse Specialist. Once a

week for about an hour and a half,
he was busy cleaning eggs (yes,
the greenhouse has chickens),
mulching biochar (Google it),
clearing crop beds, and minor
maintenance. Jake loves the
outdoors and is enjoyed his time
working with Sam.
With a generous donation from
the Marshall County Community
Foundation, The Center at
Donaldson will continue to

add more work experience
opportunities for JESSE students
this fall. In addition, Ancilla
College students will have the
opportunity to become Job
Coaches for the JESSE students
and earn a small stipend for their
work. It is the hope that the Job
Coach experience becomes part
of the education
curriculum at
Ancilla College.
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CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Catherine Kasper Life Center Enters into
a Management Agreement with Trinity
By Julie Dowd, Communications Director

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ recently
announced that Catherine Kasper Life Center
entered into a management agreement with Trinity
Senior Services Management, Inc., a management
subsidiary of Trinity Senior Living Communities, Inc.
a Michigan nonprofit corporation.
The Catherine Kasper Life Center, comprised of
Maria Center apartments and Catherine Kasper
Home, is a Continuing Care Retirement Community
sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ,
that provides customized care options including
independent-living, a skilled nursing care facility and
a secured memory unit.
The Life Center, located in Donaldson, Indiana,
also offers spiritual care, rehabilitation, recreational
programs, and educational enrichment opportunities.
The dedicated staff provides a high level of
consistency in care, receiving the maximum five-star
rating from Medicare & Medicaid Services, and has a
reputation for quality care.
The Catherine Kasper Home began in 1970 as a
retirement home for Poor Handmaid Sisters. In 2002
the Catherine Kasper Home was remodeled, licensed
by the State of Indiana and began welcoming all
people. In light of the state licensing and remodeling,
the Catherine Kasper Home and the Maria Center
became known as the Catherine Kasper Life Center.
Catherine Kasper Home, an 81-bed facility, will soon
be adding a Hospice Suite in memory of Sister Nola
Weiner, PHJC and a couple’s room. Future dreams
include expanding the memory unit.
Catherine Kasper Life Center Board of Directors,
along with the Administrative Team, did their due
8
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diligence with a three-year study before making the
decision to enter into a management agreement with
Trinity Senior Services Management, Inc.
Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC Provincial said, “We
want to continue providing the best care for our
residents both today and for tomorrow amid the
many challenges that exist in long-term care. This
agreement with Trinity Senior Services Management,
Inc. positions us for future success and provides
opportunities that as a stand-alone we don’t have.
Trinity’s Gospel focus on being a compassionate and
transforming healing presence is a fit with the values
we live by. They bring a lot of vision, new ideas,
professional skills to the table.”
Like the Poor Handmaids and Catherine Kasper Life
Center, Trinity Senior Services Management, Inc. is
committed to serving the poor and underserved.
Formed in 2013, it is one of the largest multiinstitutional Catholic health care delivery systems in
the nation. In the regional five-state area, Trinity cares
for 35,000 residents in 37 communities. In Indiana,
these include St. Joseph Health System, Visiting
Nurse Association and senior living at Holy Cross,
Trinity Tower and St. Paul’s in South Bend.
Consultants from Trinity will provide assistance
to the Catherine Kasper Life Center with services
such as finances, Mission integration, marketing,
human resources, clinical nursing, dietary, and plant
management.
The Poor Handmaids will continue to sponsor
Catherine Kasper Life Center and its Board will
continue to provide governance. Changes were
implemented in mid-April.

Our Dignity as Sons
and Daughters of God
By Christopher Thelen, Director of Lindenwood Retreat &
Conference Center

The creation narrative in Genesis reveals that man,
both male and female, is made in the image and
likeness of God (Genesis 1:26). Since God is pure
spirit, one might wonder how we can look like God
or what it means to be made in the image of God
when God is not physically visible. Yet we reflect
God in our freedom and ability to love. In the Letter
of John, the Apostle states directly that “God is love”
(1 John 4:8). This Divine Revelation that God is love
is demonstrated so beautifully for us by Jesus Christ’s
gift of himself as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).
Therefore, Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, is the
archetype of God’s plan for love, demonstrated as a
gift of selflessness to others.
Unfortunately, this message has become lost in this
world, buried beneath the multitude of information
people receive from social media, the internet,
advertising, and television. Especially for the
youth, the culture of love and life that the Church
proclaims is drowned out by their participation in
Facebook, Instagram, Snap Chat, and Twitter. With
the ease of access to social media, young people are
now terrorized by group bullying whenever they
connect to the internet. The youth lack the formative
experience of the Church because sadly, many of our
youth are coming of age in homes that are divided
by strife and lack an understanding of God’s plan for
love and our redemption. On many college campuses

throughout the United States, pervasive casual
sexual experiences are the norm, not the exception.
Violence is glorified through movies, video games,
and YouTube clips. Recent studies have revealed
that millennials are the largest generation who selfidentify as not religiously affiliated or non-observant.
But we need not lose hope because Jesus came to
proclaim the good news of freedom from judgment
and shame found in Him.
Last summer, Lindenwood was asked to develop
a retreat to help young people to understand and
embrace their dignity as sons and daughters of God
(2 Corinthians 6:16-18). In answer to the invitation,
Lindenwood created a retreat called, “Embrace Your
Dignity: A Theology of the Body Retreat.” Using
Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition of the Catholic
Church and the teachings of Saint John Paul II on
love and personalism, Lindenwood’s retreat explains
God’s original plan for love, how to recognize
and purify counterfeits of love with virtue, and to
answer God’s call to love through the Christian
vocation. Through these retreats, Lindenwood hopes
to counteract the dominant culture that twists the
very meaning of what authentic love is and to allow
its participants to know and live Jesus’ promise of
redemption as experienced in the gift of interior
freedom (Theology of the Body 46:4).
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ECOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS

Earth Week

Celebration!

By Adam Thada, Director of Ecological Relationships

Earth Week 2017 at The Center at Donaldson brought
new faces and a new format to a long history of
celebrating our connection with Creation.
The organizing group of Earth Week included Sister
Mary Baird, PHJC; Sister Linda Volk, PHJC; Sarah
Perschbacher, Communications Specialist; and
Adam Thada, Ecological Relationship Director, but
many more Sisters and co-workers shared their time
and professional talent and expertise to create an
informative and playful week of celebrations.
Earth Week participants were first greeted near the
Motherhouse cafeteria with display tables full of the
Earth Day fare of the day, which followed the themes
of Air, Water, Soil, Energy, and Sustainability. Sister
Mary created a carnival booth where the “Wise Ones
of the Day” dispensed their wisdom on sustainability.

Sam Tepes, the Greenhouse specialist at The Center at
Donaldson, showed off his homemade biochar, a soil
amendment. Water samples and stats highlighted the
high-quality local water that is piped throughout our
facility at a much lower economic and environmental
cost than imported bottled water. A live video feed of
the Midwestern electric grid showed the fuel sources
of electricity supplied at that instant.
Themed desserts like Dirt Pudding and Watermelon
supplied in Cana Hall invited visitors to view our
homemade short videos, which highlighted how
residents and co-workers at The Center interact with
Creation on a daily basis.
Participants were also invited to enter a free drawing
each day for having participated in activities.
Winners chose either $25 of Ancilla Beef or 25 LED
light bulbs.
The week was capped off Friday afternoon with the
distribution of trees for planting, the raising of the
Earth Flag and a tree planting demonstration by an
NIPSCO arborist, as a burr oak was planted on the
front lawn of the Motherhouse.
Plans are already being made for the 2018 Earth Day
Celebration.

Above (L to R); Evie Schwenk and Rachel Hanson commit to being sustainability stewards; Sam Tepes demonstrates good soil microbes;
Featured dessert, dirt and sand pudding. Right page (Top, Right) Tim Reinhold explains soil types on the farm. Center (L to R) Lydia Thada
helps her father, Adam raise the Earth flag at The Center at Donaldson; Adam Thada and Barb Allison are all smiles as they draw the daily
winner’s name; Geoff Williams and Kelly Cordell try on Willie’s shell in the photo booth. Bottom (L to R) Father and son duo, Joe and Tim
Reinhold share the “Wise one of the Day” box to educate and explain sustainable farming practices; Co-workers, Sisters and, NIPSCO
Arborist work together to plant a tree in front of the Motherhouse; Sister Mary Baird, Mike Falkowski, and Garrett Wright talk energy.
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MOONTREE STUDIOS

the Interconnectedness
of Art, Nature and the Spirit Within
By Evelyn Schwenk, Coordinator of MoonTree Studios

MoonTree Studios challenges people to
experience mindfulness as they fearlessly
explore the interconnectedness of art, nature,
and the Spirit within. To quote the TV
production company, Far Field Productions,
“What does that mean?”
What is Spirit? Do you define it as life or
breath, vitality, courage, or the human soul?
What is the intersection of the Spirit with
nature and art?
The spiritual way looks within. Within
ourselves, each of us can find greater
meaning and purpose in existence--the soul
of everything--love and respect for God,
ourselves, and everyone around us. Spiritual
knowledge realigns our sense of self to a great
light that exists inside each of us. Spirituality
goes beyond material life, politics, and
possessions. It transcends the temporal and
makes us aware that “there is more than this.”
Creativity is also an intangible, transcendent
human capacity--it moves us beyond ourselves
in a similar way as spirituality.
Unfortunately, commercialism places value
on art that sells, turning the focus on art-asproduct or commodity—“market-driven”
values. The average person shies away from
engaging in the arts. We hear it nearly every
day at MoonTree: “I can’t draw a straight
line. I don’t have a creative bone in my body.”
Yet the process of art-making is the path of
discovery. Self-expression can be therapeutic
and liberating, with emphasis on the process of
art-making rather than the art product itself.
Plein Air painters (L to R) Jean Flower, Faith Boggs,
and Gail Wing.

The spiritual life, like the expressive arts, is
largely about process rather than a product.
Spirituality is a journey, one of constant
movement and progression, unfolding and
becoming aware.
When the goal becomes a process rather than a
product, a meditative space opens up, allowing
insights into working with the art media and
access to the movements of spirit. It becomes
possible to embrace intuitive ways of knowing.
In intuitive art-making, we have the freedom
to reclaim our feelings and voice. We can give
meaningful expression to our commitments,
values, and ideas—a holistic approach to
spirituality.
By making the arts a spiritual practice, we
engage in a vitalizing activity. Being fully
present in creative activity has been described
as being in a state of flow or altered awareness
where our sense of time changes. We’re
absorbed and fully present to what we are
doing. The word Spirit is also akin to the
word inspire. How appropriate! Imbued with
spiritual energy, we are open to inspiration.
The spiritual approach is to go deeper than
hearing, seeing, touching, tasting or smelling
to an intuitive perception, leading to new
personal vision and transformation. The
change starts within.
Ultimately, our greatest creative act is the
artful living of our daily lives. Creativity is
about making space and listening deeply to
our lives and the world around
us—mindfully experiencing
and fearlessly exploring the
interconnectedness of art,
nature, and the Spirit within.
Summer 2017 13
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2017 Poor Handmaid

Jubilarians
Celebrate

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

60-YEAR

Sister Jolise May
Having lived eighty
plus years I hold an
overabundance of memories
to share as I celebrate my 60th
jubilee as a Poor Handmaid
of Jesus Christ. Not only
can I trace the momentous
events in my life as a PHJC,
but more importantly, a
supporting community and family who celebrated
the many graced moments of my life.
Looking back over the years, there is a thread that
has woven a variety of ministry opportunities into
a rich fabric, a design that allowed me to experience
God’s work close and up front. The Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ have always affirmed the varied
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ministries that unfolded before me, be that in the
field of education, finance, or administration. Each
and every opportunity allowed me to keep before
me the PHJC “Option for the Poor.” I have always
looked upon my ministry as an opportunity to live
out the name we call ourselves “Handmaids of the
Lord.” As in the past, so in the present, I pray that we
remain faithful to who we are as PHJCs.
Certainly, life for the PHJCs is “Mystery Unfolding.”
It always has been and will continue to be so. We are
learning to live in the NOW, to live in the mystery,
to live without answers. What is important for me
personally and certainly for the Community is to live
it fully.
As a true PHJC I will enjoy a year-long jubilee
celebration (PHJCs are party people), but most of all
I will enjoy living my life and ministry as a PHJC for
as long as I am gifted with years.

50-YEAR

Sister Deanne Blume
Reflecting on my life’s
journey I can only stand in
awe how God has worked
and is still working in
my life. My twenty-threeyear ministry in education
fulfilled my desire to be
“mother” and to mentor
children enriching their
minds and hearts. My 15 years in the healthcare field
enriched my appreciation for those who focus their
efforts on health and the well-being of individuals.

Sister Jean Christianson
What comes to my mind and
heart as I celebrate my jubilee
are my two families! In the
first family, I experienced
the loving support of my
parents, brothers, and sisters.
The second family, the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ,
is a gift from God that marked my life beginning
in first grade at St. Monica School in Mishawaka,
Indiana until now. It was the Sisters’ examples
of joy, happiness and a keen sense of service that
motivated me to become like them. Because of these
two families, there has always been a call to become
part of something greater than just my life. That call
continues to motivate me in my present ministry and
life in the PHJC Mexican Pro-region.

Most recently my ministry as a caregiver to our
own PHJC Sisters living at Catherine Kasper Home
has enriched my soul and spirit. PHJC ministry has
broadened over these years but has always focused
on the needs of the times. I proudly observe our
Sisters who minister in whatever way they are able.
My prior heartfelt excitement at my 25th Jubilee is
doubled now 25 years later. Each day I thank God
for those who journey with me and daily pray that
the Charism of our foundress, Blessed Catherine
Kasper will continue to “ripple” throughout our
international community and tenderly touch those
people we serve.

As I prostrated myself on the Ancilla Domini Chapel
floor at First Profession never did I think I would
be called to live in another country as a PHJC.
What motivated me then has deepened more so:
responding to the impulses of the Holy Spirit as
Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper did in her life. I have
experienced that being a PHJC has no boundaries
and limits. The Charism of the foundress transcends
all and is alive and well. The collaborative spirit with
the laity that Blessed Mary Catherine lived in her
life is part and parcel of the life of a PHJC. Ministry
without the presence of laity, for me, is contrary to
the basic Mission of a PHJC.
I believe the words of Blessed Mary Catherine
sums up the joy and appreciation that I have for the
congregation and what it means to me. “Let us thank
our loving God that in His boundless love, goodness,
and mercy He has called us to the congregation
through his grace and love, and showered upon each
one of us and all of us the abundance of His grace.”
(to the assistants, Letter 50, May 23, 1876).
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Sister Joyce Diltz
As I reflect on my life, I think
of the many people I’ve
come to know in the various
places I’ve lived and served ...
students, parents, my fellow
Sisters and other good friends
and colleagues, volunteers,
hospital patients in my
chaplaincy days, those I’ve walked with in vocation
ministry and in spiritual direction, guests I’ve been
privileged to welcome to Bethany Retreat House,
members of dream groups and workshops, people
I’ve accompanied in retreat both at Bethany and in
many other retreat centers and Motherhouse settings.
My life has been richly blessed by so many people
who have welcomed me into their hearts and lives.
I am grateful for my PHJC Sisters in the USA and
across the world, women of deep faith and generous
hearts who pool our energies and our resources to
touch hearts and lives, to support the vulnerable,
to welcome the stranger, to comfort and heal the

Sister Margaret Anne Henss
It is hard to synthesize the
many memories I have
of my 50 years as a Poor
Handmaid. I have been so
blessed. I remember wanting
to be a religious already in
second grade. The PHJCs
that taught me had a great
influence in my life. My
parents always encouraged me to follow my dreams.
They supported me leaving home at age 14 to attend
Ancilla Domini High School. My family continues to
support me in my religious vocation.
I was blessed with 25 years of teaching high school
math at St. Augustine High School, Chicago, Illinois;
my Alma Mater, Ancilla Domini High School, and
Mater Dei High School, Breese, Illinois. When I first
started teaching, I thought I would be teaching for
50 years. However, after 25 years, I was asked to
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wounded. Wherever we are and whatever we engage
in, prayer and song and fun are always close at hand.
My vocation story interweaves with the story of
religious life evolving over these 50 years from
a lifestyle very private piety in a sheltered and
hierarchical environment to a life today in which
we Sisters share faith and responsibility for our life
together in ways that keep calling us deeper into a
relationship with God and one another. It has been
exciting and very satisfying to have our life become
at once personally and communally deeper and
richer and at the same time more expansive and
inclusive, welcoming others to pray and minister
alongside us as we labor to give birth to God’s reign
among us.
It has been my joy and privilege for the past 40 plus
years to help individuals in retreat and spiritual
direction to recognize and respond wholeheartedly to
God who speaks within us and among us. I cherish
this ministry and the privilege it gives me of having
a front-row seat to see what God is doing in people’s
lives.
move into the field of finance for the province. I
worked there for another 13 years and now I serve
as the Director of Mission and Communication
for HealthVisions Midwest. Helping the staff of
HealthVisions know that they are carrying on the
Charism, Mission and Values of Blessed Catherine
Kasper is such a blessing for me.
I feel blessed for having the opportunity to
participate in so many aspects of the congregation. I
have traveled to Mexico, Germany, the Netherlands
and India and met many Sisters outside of the U.S.
I was blessed with attending the Beatification of
Blessed Catherine Kasper, international meetings and
most recently the PHJC International Spiritual and
Cultural Exchange Program.
Even though fewer PHJCs are in active ministry, we
can still have an influence on society through our
ministries to instill the Gospel Beatitudes and Jesus’
commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Our Charism, Mission, and Values flow from that.
I am proud to be a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.

Sister Kathleen Kelley
I was called to religious
life at the age of four while
visiting my aunt, Sister
Marjaleen Kelley, on her first
Mission as a teacher at St.
Augustine School in Chicago.
It was Vocation Week at the
school. They had a display
of dolls dressed as Poor
Handmaid Sisters representing their ministries as
teachers, childcare mothers, and nurses. I told my
parents that day that I wanted to be a Sister and to
minister to children. To my parents’ surprise, after
being blessed to attend a Catholic grade school
and Ancilla Domini High School, I joined the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ Community at age 18.

Having said “yes” to the Poor Handmaids and to the
varied ministries I have served in, has enriched my
life. These include childcare, teaching, health care,
beautician, and sacristan. As I look toward the future
I see our ministries less traditional. I see the twentyfirst-century ministries as education, pastoral and
social work, neighborhood-based ministries, spiritual
guidance and care of the environment. We live in
a new time as disciples of Jesus, a time to be more
prophetic.
My hope for myself and the PHJC community is
to be open to the Holy Spirit, listen with ears and
hearts, trust, educate ourselves, live our Charism and
mission, and show the radical way to free ourselves
to build up the Kingdom of God by the ways we live.

25-YEAR

Sister Connie Bach
Memories that come to
mind and heart, reflecting
this jubilee year, include
my parents who instilled
a strong work ethic in me.
Another wonderful memory
is of my Grandmother who
was an example of faith
early on.
My ministries have included being a teacher for ten
years, a principal for ten years and a music therapist.
I especially loved working with persons with special
needs! Now as Volunteer Program Co-Director I
walk with women in living out the mission, Charism
and Core Values of the PHJCs for limited time
commitments. In Vocation Ministry, I encourage
Sisters to invite women to be Poor Handmaids; and
meet and walk with single, married, religious women
exploring how God is calling them to serve in our
Church today.
My most memorable experience as a Poor
Handmaids, as I reflect on my life, was my

participation in the International Spiritual and
Cultural Exchange Program. “Walking in the
footsteps of Catherine” took on a whole new
meaning for me. Actually being in Dernbach, walking
the same streets as Blessed Catherine Kasper, praying
in the Heilborn Chapel, and learning so much about
the PHJC history, the culture, and the places around
Dernbach was exciting, fascinating and exhilarating!
It was truly a holy experience!
The Poor Handmaids have an amazing opportunity
to shape the Church today as we walk with and
offer young people opportunities to explore and
grow their relationship with Christ. My hopes are
that we enter mutual collaboration and sharing
with other communities and lay men and women
and seek a new consciousness, creating forums for
contemplative dialogue, discerning our truthful place
in the universe.
“All is great that is done in God’s love; nothing done
for God is small.” This quote of Blessed Catherine
Kasper has been my motto in generously sharing my
time, gifts and talents wherever I am called and in
whatever ways I can do so.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Poor Handmaids Serve as

By Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications
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In

one of their wedding photos,
Bobby Biebl holds his bride, Cindy
Kokesch’s hand, their eyes closed in
prayer, as she stands in the door of her family home,
looking fabulous in an all-over lace column gown.
In keeping with tradition, he didn’t see her until
thirty minutes later, when she walked down the aisle.
“It was pretty knee-shaking when I saw her walk
down the aisle for the first time in that dress,” Bobby
confided.
Over the years, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Sisters have been involved in numerous ministries
that have helped create a better world. Now they
can add matchmaker to that litany. On Saturday,
April 29, 2017, the couple married after reuniting
last summer at Coming Home Minnesota-Wisconsin.
It’s an old-fashion love story for newlyweds Bobby,
54, and Cindy, 45, who now goes by Cindy Kokesch
Beibl. The couple grew up about three miles apart
in St. George, Minnesota, in what Bobby calls a
very “Little House on the Prairie,” upbringing. A
former student of the Sisters, Bobby, and his siblings
have long connections to the Poor Handmaids and
have volunteered at PHJC ministries as part of the
“Minnesota Dream Team” on projects throughout the
Midwest, including Sojourner Truth House in Gary
and HealthVisions Midwest in Hammond. Bobby
and Cindy were both raised Catholic but are now
non-denominational Christians with a deep love for
and faith in Jesus Christ.
Cindy moved to Los Angeles and started a successful
business after college. She’d been gone from
Minnesota for almost 20 years when she and Bobby
became reacquainted at PHJC Coming Home. Both
felt a spark, something they hadn’t felt in ages. “We
happened to be at the same function in St. George,
and it was extreme like at first sight,” said Bobby. “I
was attracted to her instantly. There was definitely
something there; I realized she was a keeper,” said
Bobby. Cindy, for her part, thought Bobby was
friendly. “We hadn’t seen each other in many years.

It seemed like he was interested in me. I asked if
he lived with his family (read: are you married?). I
wanted to know is he just nice, or is he a potential
(partner). He said he’s never been married. He called
me the next day and said, ‘you made an impression
on me and I’d like to get to know you better,’” she
said.
As their love for each other grew, it became clear
they wanted to wed. Bobby met with Cindy’s father
Reuben Kokesch to ask for her hand in marriage.
Both sets of parents are in life-long marriages, and
that influenced the couple’s decision to wait for the
right person before marrying. Cindy’s parents will
celebrate their 50th anniversary next June, while
Bobby’s parents were married for 64 years before
his Dad passed away two years ago. “I definitely
was interested in being with somebody who had
parents who were still married. We model how our
household was when we were little,” Cindy said.
Bobby concurred. “Cindy is the first woman I’ve
dated that I want to take care of the rest of my life.
Others, they wanted to go day by day. She was
receptive to the long haul and was mature,” he said.
In addition to their shared faith, values, and
upbringings, Cindy and Bobby also share common
interests and a sense of humor, something experts
agree contributes to lasting marriages. “We both like
the outdoors, we both love to eat, and we work well
together in the kitchen, so we’ll be cooking a lot,” he
said. “We also like to exercise and work out,” Cindy
added. Congratulations to the happy couple!

Bobby Biebl holds his bride, Cindy Kokesch’s hand, as they pray together before the wedding ceremony.
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LINDEN HOUSE

Building
Community Connections
By Toni Mola, Executive Director of
Ancilla Systems Incorporated

The Linden Houses, located
in Chicago, Gary, Hobart, and
Mishawaka, provide affordable
residential apartments for seniors
and persons with disabilities. The
Linden House is dedicated to
enriching the quality of life for its
residents by respecting the dignity
of each person and by providing
a sense of community through
proper management.

What do residents say about
living at the Linden House? “I
feel very satisfied living here. I
am planning to stay for the rest of
my life!” Another resident said,
“It is really safe, the residents and
staff are kind and welcoming and
I feel good living here! Another
said.... “the atmosphere here is like
family!”
Evergreen Real Estate Services
(ERES) provides management
services for the four facilities

sponsored by the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ. ERES provides
a comparative report of key
criteria to the board for review
annually. We are pleased to report
that the 2016 statistics indicated
high occupancy rates and low
turnover within the Linden House
properties compared to 2015. All
facilities currently have a waiting
list of potential residents who
want to live at our facilities. Work
orders are completed timely and
there are capital improvement

Linden House residents participate in the Northwest Indiana Community Action Corporation (NWICA) Elder Lead Workshop and
received a certificate of completion.
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BETHANY HOUSE
projects scheduled to keep the
buildings looking nice and in good
condition. Each Linden House is
staffed primarily with a Manager,
Social Service Coordinator, and
Maintenance person. The team
works together to make the Linden
House a home for the residents
and assist them with their needs.
The staff is always exploring
new and creative activities,
educational programs, and events
for the residents to enjoy. Monthly
newsletters provide building
updates, a calendar of events
and educational and inspiration
materials. This past year at the
Linden House of Chicago a new
knitting class began and residents
learned to make, hats, scarves,
slippers, doll clothes, etc. The new
rave at all the Linden Houses is
“adult coloring” and this activity is
often accompanied by a nutritious
snack and calm, soothing music
while the residents have a chance
to express their inner creativity.
Residents also enjoy field trips
to shopping malls, restaurants,
and fun destinations such as the
casinos or botanical gardens.
Holidays are always extra special
with food, decorations, gifts, fun,
and fellowship! Birthdays and
anniversaries are always special
occasions to celebrate together.
Last year, Linden House residents
visited The Center at Donaldson
and enjoyed visiting and
interacting with the Maria Center
residents. There are
always opportunities
for the residents
to be together and
enjoy community!

New Spiritual Direction for
Bethany House By Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications
On June 30, 2017, Bethany
Retreat House in East Chicago,
Indiana will close after 25 years
of ministry. In her statement
regarding the closing, Sister
Joyce Diltz, PHJC, Bethany
Retreat House director, noted
that the ministry has served
6,115 guests during that time.
While that’s certainly an
astounding number, it’s much
harder to quantify the ripple
effect of that many people
building closer relationships
with God. “When people
get closer to God, it touches
everything,” Sister Joyce said.
Upon starting Bethany Retreat
House a quarter century ago,
Sister Joyce was struck by
how closely aligned the Poor
Handmaid’s Charism is with
retreat work. “It’s all about
helping people recognize the
voice within and make that a
part of their lives. The heart
of what I do is going to go on,
it’s just the retreat space, the
bookstore and the newsletter
that are going away. It’ll be a
chance to really put my heart
into people,” Sister Joyce said.
Her ministry will still include
on-going, one on one spiritual
direction, dream groups,
and the women’s book study
group, in addition to peer
supervision groups for spiritual
directors, and talks by special
arrangement.
Working in partnership
with God has been the most
rewarding aspect of Bethany

Retreat House, according
to Sister Joyce. “It was very
much God giving me what I
needed every step of the way,”
Sister Joyce said. She cherishes
the relationships she’s built
with people on their spiritual
journeys. In the early days
of Bethany Retreat House,
Sister Joyce marveled at how
running the ministry called
upon all her skills and even
had her learning new ones.
She did everything from public
relations to menu planning
and cooking to gardening to
interior decorating, in addition
to providing spiritual direction.
“There was something kind of
delightful about that,” she said.
“It was a total and engaging
enterprise.”
In her letter notifying guests of
the closing, Sister Joyce invited
them to be grateful amidst
the grief for the ministry that
was Bethany Retreat House.
“It’s been 25 years of people’s
lives being touched in such
wonderful ways and allowing
God to work in us. There’s lots
of room for gratitude in that,”
Sister Joyce said. “It’s been a
significant part of my religious
life. It’s been such a privilege
to be able to do what I’ve felt
called to do. I’ve felt very
much called to do individually
directed retreats, and I’m
closing the door on that. That’s
probably what I’ll miss the
most; it’s a very precious and
sacred thing,” Sister Joyce
added.
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This is the second in a series of four articles co-authored by Sr. Margaret Anne Henss and Meg Distler on incorporating the
four operating principles in PHJC Ministries of HealthVisions Midwest and St. Joseph Community Health Foundation.
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THE ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION

In its earliest beginnings, HealthVisions Midwest
promoted the idea of Community Health Workers in
their programs. The idea has taken almost 20 years
to catch on; however, HealthVisions never gave up
hope.
Sometimes called a promotor, a Community Health
Worker (CHW) is a person who is a trusted member
of the community, and understands the ethnicity,
language, and life-experiences of the community.
The CHW reaches out to the community and gives
support, directs people toward information and
health education, and advocacy. HealthVisions used
Community Health Workers in their Maternal Child
Health programs for many years. The CHW visited
pregnant women regularly and helped them get
medical care throughout their pregnancies.
So where does Transformational Innovation come
into play? Interest in Community Health Workers
has surged in the last few years, especially in the
healthcare industry. HealthVisions Midwest’s
collaboration with Esperanza Ministries has
encouraged us to take a new direction in the
promotion of CHWs. In the past year, HealthVisions
has developed a 40-hour curriculum to train
Community Health Workers. The curriculum has
been certified by the State of Indiana through the
Indiana Community Health Worker Association
(INCHWA). HealthVisions has trained 21 Certified
Community Health Workers this past month.
For HealthVisions, Transformational Innovation
means paying attention to the signs of the times. The
high infant mortality rate in the State of Indiana,
especially in the African American community, has
been the news these past months. Two zip codes
in Fort Wayne, 46805 and 46806, rank amongst
the worst in the state and nation. Our office in
Fort Wayne has adapted their outreach to include
education on how to reduce infant mortality in Allen
County. HealthVisions’ staff is bringing the concern
to the Allen County Health Disparities Coalition and
offering tools for educating the public. HealthVisions
understands that more people can be reached

through other organizations rather than trying to do
it all by ourselves.
The St. Joseph Community Health Foundation’s
(SJCHF) staff joins HealthVisions in innovatively
addressing the infant mortality issue. SJCHF
team is following up on the 2016-17 Allen County
Fetal Infant Mortality Review to determine how
to more effectively “refer” at risk families to local
resources. Several new strategies are underway. The
Foundation staff facilitates a Prenatal and Infant Care
Network quarterly luncheon offering up-to-date
medical research to 120 prenatal care professionals
and volunteers. The Foundation staff created and
published a Prenatal and Infant Resource Directory,
which they distributed free to nearly 8,000 at risk
families or care providers. The Foundation is also
funding two innovative pilot programs to develop a
medical decision tree to facilitate referrals; and with
a local physician to create a spiritually supportive,
parent mentoring curriculum for local churches and
community organizations.
HealthVisions of East St. Louis (HVESL) again
listened to the signs of the times. As they helped
clients navigate through the online applications
for Medicaid, the clients began asking for help in
accessing discount license plates and free bus passes.
Also, the nearby Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) site began sending the people renewing
their driver’s license to HealthVisions to guide them
through the process. To make the process smoother
for the clients, HVESL designed forms to gather the
information needed to apply for the discount license
plates and bus passes. The DMV hands them out and
the clients come to HVESL with all the information
they need. In the past, clients were shuffled back and
forth between the DMV and HVESL. Now because
HealthVisions’ innovative idea to involve the DMV
from the start, the clients receive their discounts and
bus passes in a timely manner.
In conclusion, HealthVisions and the St. Joseph
Community Health Foundation sees Transformation
Innovation as solutions to successful collaborations.
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IN MEMORY

In Memory
Toni Heinzman, East Two

Associate, of
Mishawaka,
Indiana died
on Sunday,
February 19,
2017.

Toni was born August 24, 1952, in
Mishawaka to Christopher and
Luise (Schmidt) Signorino. She
was preceded in death by her
father, Christopher; sister-in-law,
Katie Signorino; a son, Michael
Alan Campbell; and daughter,
Shannon Marie Heinzman.
Toni was very family oriented; she
was a beloved daughter, sister,
aunt, cousin, friend, and coworker. She most recently enjoyed
working for Home Instead as a
caregiver for the elderly. Prior to
that she was an accountant since
college and worked for various
firms in the Chicago area as well
as in the Elkhart area. Toni always
enjoyed gardening, crocheting,
crafting, and reading. She was
an active member of Christ the
King Lutheran Church where
she participated in the prayer
shawl ministry making various
crocheted items for the ill and
homebound members of the
community. She is quoted to have
said she enjoyed “crocheting
comforting shawls for those who
are ill or need a good ‘hug rug’”
and also donated crocheted baby
blankets to local organizations.
Toni became an Associate in

of Our Associates and Sisters
March 2012. She became familiar
with the Associate program in
the mid 90’s while ministering
and volunteering alongside
the PHJC Sisters, including
her volunteer work at Bethany
Retreat House, as well as being
a “cuddler” at Nazareth Home.
She was drawn to the Spiritual
Family of Catherine Kasper as she
felt they helped and supported
her on her spiritual path. Toni
was very active in the Associate
Community. She had a quiet,
gentle nature and will be greatly
missed.

May Toni rest in peace.
John Michael Powen, 96,

passed away
Thursday,
March 16, at
his home in
Lincolnshire,
Illinois. John
was born
February 21, 1921, in Benton,
Illinois. He served in the United
States Air Force (aka U.S. Army
Air Corps) during WWII and was
stationed just outside of London,
England. John married his wife,
Ann (nee Kilkenny) on October
2, 1954, and raised their family
at their home in Oak Lawn. John
was in charge of instrumentation
at Nalco Chemical and was
trained as a master mechanic.
He is survived by his devoted
wife of over sixty-two years, Ann.
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Ann once told the sweet story of
how they met, saying that they
were both at an Irish Benefit
Dance. John wanted to call her
for a date.“He bought several
chances at the dance, took the
“big chance” with her and has
paid for it ever since.” John is
also survived by their sons John
T. (married to Susie) of Deerfield
and Patrick J. (married to Tina) of
Sedalia, Missouri; there are five
grandchildren: Heather, Hope,
Jack, Thomas, and Adam. John
was preceded in death by his
twin sister, Rose, as well as his
sister, Ann, his brothers Stanley,
Michael, Louis and Leo, and his
brother-in-law Jack Kilkenny.
He is survived by his beloved
younger brother, Marion.
John has been an Associates since
October 1983. As early Associate,
John and Ann often supported
Nazareth Home and Southern
Illinois missions, but really went
anywhere they saw a need for
PHJC ministries. John was not
only an active volunteer with the
Associates of the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ but also was a 3rd
degree Knight with the Knights
of Columbus. He loved music
and enjoyed traveling across the
United States with his family.
John was a warm and friendly
man who will be greatly
missed by his family, fellow
Associates, and anyone who
knew him. John was an artist and
donated a painting of the PHJC

Motherhouse which still hangs in
the Motherhouse today. John was
laid to rest on March 21, 2017, at
Holy Cross Church in Deerfield,
Illinois.

May John rest in peace.
Sister Wilma Boeving, PHJC

(Dolores Ruth)
passed away
on March 26,
2017, at the
Catherine
Kasper Home
in Donaldson,
Indiana, just minutes after the
Feast of the Annunciation.
The Feast of the Annunciation is
a special Feast Day for the Poor
Handmaids. Luke 1:26-38 tells of
Gabriel’s visit with the message
that Mary will conceive and
give birth to Jesus. Mary replies,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.”
Like Mary, Sister Wilma replied
“yes” to being a Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ. She entered the
PHJC Community as a postulant
on September 2, 1946, and
professed her first vows on June
25, 1949.
Sister Wilma was born on
December 1, 1926, in St. Louis
Missouri to William and Bertha
(Tonnies) Boeving who preceded
her in death along with her
brothers, Cornelius and Wilbert
and her sisters, Bernadine
Ronnerman and Sister Bertram
Boeving, PHJC.
Sister Wilma studied Liberal Arts

at Ancilla College, Donaldson,
received a bachelor’s degree
in Food and Nutrition from
Mundelein College, Chicago,
and her Masters in Hospital
Administration from St. Louis
University.
While attending college, Sister
Wilma volunteered with the
senior girls of Angel Guardian
Orphanage in 1950. Her studies
prepared her to be Dietary
Director at St. Joseph Hospital
Fort Wayne, Indiana and St.
Mary Hospital in East St. Louis,
Illinois. After returning to school
for her Masters in Hospital
Administration, she became
Assistant Administrator at St.
Mary Medical Center in Gary
and Hobart, Indiana and Vice
President at Ancilla Systems
Health Service in Des Plaines and
Elk Grove, Illinois. Her career in
health care ministry spanned 32
years and included service on
various hospital and diocesan
boards.
Sister Wilma also was a member
of the Motherhouse Property
Study in 1983 which led to the
major renovation of the PHJC
Motherhouse and the creation of
new ministries. In addition, she
served as a Pastoral Associate
at St. John the Baptist Church in
Quincy, Illinois, as Development
Director for the Poor Handmaids,
Administrator for Hincke/Sense
Home in Belleville, Illinois and
as Activity Director/Human
Resource/Sacristan at Meredith
Home in Belleville. Sister Wilma
volunteered at St. Elizabeth
Hospital in Belleville and Maria
Care Center in Red Bud, Illinois

until she retired to the Catherine
Kasper Home in 2000.
In regard to the many people
whose lives she touched, she said,
“I believe I was always enriched
by those with whom I associated
during my lifetime. It takes a
lifetime to extend my gratitude.
I pray that I did not lose the
opportunity to show each person
my gratitude to God for their
important place in my life.”
Visitation was held at the
Catherine Kasper Home on
Thursday, March 30, 2017. A
Prayer Service was held the same
evening.
The Funeral Liturgy was held
at the Catherine Kasper Home
Chapel on Friday, March 31, 2017.
Burial followed in the Mt. Carmel
Cemetery, Donaldson, Indiana.
Memorial contributions in
memory of Sister Wilma may be
made to the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ, PO Box 1,
Donaldson, Indiana 46513.

May Sister Wilma rest
in peace.
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IN MEMORY
Sister Marjaleen Kelley, PHJC

Indiana.

(Kathleen
Kelley), died
on March 9,
2017, at the
Catherine
Kasper Home
in Donaldson,

“If I could, I would,” was Sister
Marjaleen’s motto. “I can’t just be
a nun – I must be a GOOD nun
and a GOOD teacher.” Choosing
to be a Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ enabled her to give the love
of Christ to many students during
her 60 years as a teacher. “I was
able to reach children in a way
that taught both of us how to be
closest to God.”
Sister Marjaleen ministered as
teacher and organist in Chicago
and Belleville, Illinois and Gary
and Lake Station, Indiana.
She served as an elementary
school principal in Fort Wayne,
Hammond, and Gary, Indiana.
From 2005 to 2011 she served
as a hostess/volunteer at St.
Mary Medical Center in Hobart,
Indiana. Sister Marjaleen officially
retired to the Catherine Kasper
Home in 2011.
Sister Marjaleen was born in Gary,
Indiana on September 27, 1927
to James and Margaret (Mock)
Kelley who preceded her in
death with siblings James Kelley,
Mary Isabelle Glenn, Margaret
Lawrence, John Kelley, Dorothy
Krasne, Evelyn Kelley, Eleanore
Radigan, and Robert Kelley.

Wallace High School in Gary.
On September 8, 1945 she
entered the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ Congregation in
Donaldson, Indiana and professed
her first vows on June 26, 1948.
Sister received her Bachelor of
Education degree from Alverno
College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and her Masters of Education
from St. Francis College in Fort
Wayne, Indiana.
Sister Marjaleen is survived
by many nieces and nephews
including Margo Ludwig, Sister
Kathleen Kelley, PHJC and her
close friend Sr. Celine Tomasic,
PHJC.
Visitation was held at the Ancilla
Domini Chapel at The Center at
Donaldson in Donaldson, Indiana
on Sunday, March 12, 2017. A
Prayer Service was held that same
evening.
The Funeral Liturgy was held
in the Ancilla Domini Chapel
at The Center at Donaldson in
Donaldson, Indiana on Monday,
March 13, 2017. Burial followed
in the Mt. Carmel Cemetery,
Donaldson.
Memorial contributions in
memory of Sister Marjaleen may
be made to the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ, PO Box 1,
Donaldson, Indiana 46513.

May Sister Marjaleen
rest in peace.

Sr. Marjaleen attended St.
Mark Grade School and Lew
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Sister Josephine Iffert, PHJC

formerly
known
as Sister
Concetta,
passed away
on Saturday,
April 8, 2017
at St. Joseph Health in Plymouth,
Indiana.
Sister Josephine was born on
September 15, 1925, in Noble,
Illinois to Kilian and Rosa
(Kuenstler) Iffert who preceded
her in death along with her
siblings Ann Uebinger; Fr. Urban
Iffert, CPPS; Katie Kuhl; Pauline
Kessler; Sally Rudolphi; Bertha
Dunnigan; and Leo Iffert.
Sister Josephine shared her
personal desire when she said,
“My hope is that I grow old
gracefully and that I might be
able to participate in community
activities that give life to us all.”
Those who knew her, know
that Sister Josephine excelled in
achieving this goal through her
warm hospitality, a listening ear,
and a compassionate heart.
She entered the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ Community as a
postulant on September 8, 1943,
and professed her first vows on
June 24, 1946.
Sister Josephine studied at Ancilla
College in Donaldson, Indiana
as well as Loyola University
in Chicago, Illinois, where she
received her B.S. and M.A. in
Education.
Sister Josephine spent 28 years
of loving service as teacher and

principal in elementary schools
at St. Augustine School in
Hecker, Illinois; Angel Guardian
Orphanage in Chicago, Illinois; St.
John School in Belleville, Illinois;
and Our Lady of Perpetual
Help in Hammond, Indiana.
After completing six years as
a Provincial Team Member in
the PHJC Community and the
Corporate Ministry Program in St.
Louis, Missouri, her ministry took
a turn. Sister Josephine served as
a Pastoral Associate in Davenport,
Iowa and as a staff member of a
Personal Growth Center in Cicero,
Illinois. She also ministered to
people with AIDS through Harbor
Home and was Director of an
RCIA program in Berwyn, Illinois.
Later, she received much joy
interacting with the people who
came for services at St. Elizabeth
Hospital in Chicago, Illinois,

where she ministered as Sister
Hostess for thirteen years.
Sister Josephine then shared
her gentle spirit and welcoming
presence as part of a supportive
community of Sisters at
Catherine’s Cottage and
throughout the entire Center
at Donaldson. She was actively
engaged in life until two days
before her death.
Sister Josephine proudly stayed a
farm girl her whole life. She said,
“Nature always brought great joy
to me from childhood to my elder
years. I delighted in gardening,
and loved to see things grow,
especially my relationship with
God.” Truly it was in nature, in
her family and through the many
people who touched her life that
Sister Josephine found God.

Visitation was held at the
Catherine Kasper Home on
Tuesday, April 11, 2017. A Prayer
Service was held the same
evening/
The Funeral Liturgy was held
in the Ancilla Domini Chapel
on Wednesday, April 12, 2017.
Burial followed in the Mt. Carmel
Cemetery, Donaldson, Indiana.
Contributions may be made in
Sister Josephine’s memory to the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ,
PO Box 1, Donaldson, Indiana
46513.

May Sister Josephine
rest in peace.

You’re Invited
Saturday, September 16
OPEN HOUSE

1:00 – 4:00 p.m. CDT
Sojourner Truth House
410 W. 13th Avenue
Gary, Indiana 46407
Refreshments will be served

Tours and displays will be available

CELEBRATION
MASS

with Bishop Donald J. Hying
4:30 p.m. CDT
Cathedral of the Holy Angels
640 Tyler Street
Gary, IN 46402
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2017 Nazareth Home Gala
Thursday,
October 12
5:30–8:30 p.m. CDT
Wicker Memorial Park
2215 Ridge Road
Highland, Indiana

Tickets are $100 each and may
be purchased online at
www.nazarethhome.com or
by calling (219) 947-8500.
Nazareth Home is a ministry of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

