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God Winks

By Libby Riggs, South Associate

N

ow and then we
all have those
God winks or nudges
that cause us to sit
back and say, “What,
me? Why me? Surely
you aren’t serious.”
Then you go on about
you daily duties,
but God just keeps
nudging (and sometimes you even elbow back);
but God just keeps right on winking.
I have given thought over the past couple
years of changing careers after nearly 30
years of working in homes for adults with
developmental disabilities. Not sure of what I
really wanted to do, I kept an open mind, well
really, my job kept me from taking the time to
give it much more thought. During that time, I
jumped at that last minute chance to sign up for
the Spiritual Companioning course, thinking
I might be called to spiritual direction. I told
the class as it ended, I felt I was being called
to something else, but not sure what. Again, I
remained open (and again way too busy).
Then came that wink, that nudge. I was sitting
in the Gathering for Associate Community at
Lindenwood last fall. Sister Connie Bach gave
a short presentation on the new volunteer
program that they were initiating through the
Catholic Volunteer Network. I had received
emails about this, but paid little attention,
assuming it was for people who volunteered
at the many ministries they offer, but knowing
I lived far from all of them, shrugged it off.
Hearing more about it, immediately, I got
that undeniable feeling, I was being nudged.
I remember looking around at the crowd,
thinking, “Really, out of all these good people,
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why are you looking at me?” I couldn’t
stop thinking about it throughout the day, or
God wouldn’t leave it alone, I should say. It
just so happened the speaker presented on
discernment. Sometimes things happen for a
reason, and so it seemed was this.
A week or two later, I spoke to Sister Connie,
I don’t even remember what about, but in the
midst of it I mentioned that I had given some
thought to the Volunteer Program. I ordered
the book, The Way of Discernment, Spiritual
Practices of Decision Making by Elizabeth Liebert,
which the speaker had recommended. I began
talking to my spiritual director about how
torn I was for many reasons. She was a true
blessing during this time. I thought (and lost
sleep) over the many life changes this would
involve, distance from my young adult children
and aging parents, loss of a salary, use of my
savings, leaving my parish, moving away from
dear friends. Yet, there was that voice within
that never stopped nudging. It was an on and
off again excitement vs. fear; reality vs. faith
battle. I was like a cat being pulled off the
couch, a couple nails would come loose and
I would think I was certain, then with all ten
nails, I’d jump right back onto the couch, and
hang on for dear life. I prayed daily for the
intercession of Blessed Catherine Kasper to
help me have the knowledge and strength to
know if and when to untie the boat. I prayed
for the intercession of Saint Theodore Guerrin,
the foundress of my spiritual director’s order,
who had a similar story of having the faith to
jump off the boat when she arrived in America.
Shoot, I even asked God to make it simple and
just send me a letter, hmm, short of stamps I
guess, no letter ever came. Over time, I knew I
was being called to this and yet, I could not let
go of my fears, the what if’s.
(God Winks, continued on page 2)
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In early January, I attended a retreat on Life
Planning with Sister Joetta Huelsmann at John
XXIII Retreat Center in Hartford City, hoping it
would miraculously answer questions, again, could
someone just tell me – it would make things so much
better. After the retreat, I had a second meeting with
Sisters Connie Bach and Marybeth Martin, who are
responsible for the volunteer program. I met with
Sisters Deanne Blume and Marlene Ann Lama who
I would volunteer with, in addition to the Provincial
Team. I left feeling excited.
I wrote my letter of resignation on that Monday in
early January, it felt great, yet after nearly 21 years
of employment there, I just could not seem to turn
it in. In the middle of the week, I was blessed by a
call from our Associate Director, Donna Sikorski, we
spoke of my discernment, and in general about life.
I was in my car driving to the bank and post office
for work. She closed the conversation with some
general comment about continuing to pray for me
and something like, “It might come down to you
simply realizing it is something you might regret if
you don’t do it, but I will continue to pray for you.”
REGRET – I drove the 2 blocks from the bank to the
post office, and in that short span of time, I knew,
I would always regret this opportunity at a perfect
time of my life that I am able to do it.

I immediately went back and pulled together the
four people at work I spend most of my days with
and announced my resignation among tears and
laughter. By the end of the day, I had called and
emailed my boss my resignation. A weight was
immediately released from my shoulders, faith took
over immediately where fears had been, and I have
not had a moment of regret.
When it comes to that nudge, that wink, be open, be
patient, but above all have faith. I am now officially
the first volunteer with the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ Volunteer Program and about to embark on
a yearlong adventure. I will be living community
in Assumption Hall with Sisters Carleen Wrasman,
Eileen Sullivan, Marguerite Niesen, and Roberta
Christianson. I will be serving the Sisters and
residents of the Catherine Kasper Home, Catherine’s
Cottage, and many other ministries at The Center at
Donaldson.
I believe this year will give me a sense of direction
for where I wish to pursue my career, but more
important to me, is it is an opportunity to pay back
the many Sisters of the PHJC Community who have
molded and shaped my faith and life. I am truly
blessed to be given this opportunity.

PHJC Volunteer Program: Advisory Committee
Members Share Their Gifts
By Sisters Connie Bach & Marybeth Martin, PHJC Volunteer Program Co-directors

Sister Connie Bach serves as Co-Director
of the Volunteer Program. She was a
teacher and principal for ten years each
and currently has a private practice in
music therapy. Sister Connie is a musician
and composer and enjoys organizing. She currently
serves on the Board of Chicago Area Vocation
Association (CAVA) and is Co-coordinator of the
Midwest Region of the National Religious Vocation
Conference (NRVC).
Michael Cummings serves as the Parish
Site Director at Ss. Monica & Luke Parish
in Gary. He assists in adult formation
and is dedicated to working for causes.

Michael is detail-oriented. He especially enjoys
working to build bridges with minorities.
Sister Michele Dvorak serves as the
contact to the Provincial Leadership Team.
Her experiences include elementary
and higher education teaching and
administration. She brings many college
level contacts, local community networking,
parish networking, international experience, faith
formation, leadership development and Catholic
Social Teachings.
Pat Dwyer served the Inner City Teaching
Corps volunteer program as a volunteer,
(PHJC Volunteer Program, continued on page 4)
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NACAR 20th Anniversary
Celebration - Sept. 10,
2016, Milwaukee, WI
Program Overview
We have been called, each in our own unique way,
to embody our charisms in the world. Through a
process of contemplative dialogue, these gatherings
will enrich our individual and communal call to be
the light, hope and love of the risen Christ.
We will celebrate these 20 years of NACAR’s
presence by joining together in prayer, hearing a
presentation about the CARA Study results and
spending time in contemplative discussion about
the relationship we hold dear, the associate-religious
connection that we have in common.
Our Facilitator
Kathleen Wade, Sisters of Mercy
Associate, teacher, writer,
facilitator and speaker, will lead
participants in a contemplative
day of exploration of the
associate-religious relationship
and what this means for all of us.
Since 2010, Kathy has been
involved in the design and facilitation of CLDP,
Collaborative Leadership Development Program,
which is training in leadership development for
women religious and their associates. Before that,
she served as Executive Director of Women Writing
for (a) Change, a nonprofit writing community for
women and girls, where she designed and facilitated
classes, workshops and retreats. She also conducted
seminars for educators in the San Francisco Bay Area
and Cincinnati, Ohio.
Kathy taught English, drama, journalism and creative
writing for nearly three decades and has worked
professionally as a writer, editor and photographer.
Her writing has appeared in numerous anthologies;
her book, Ordinary People, Extraordinary Lives:
The Associate Movement in Religious Communities,
published in 2004, features individuals who are
associates. Kathy was educated by the Sisters of
Mercy and was a member of the order for eleven
years. She and her husband Forrest Brandt have been
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E-mail
Phone
Website
Address
		

dsikorski@poorhandmaids.org
(574) 936-9936 Ext. 733
www.poorhandmaids.org/associates
Associate Community Office
P.O. Box 1 • Donaldson, IN 46513

Mercy Associates since 1997. Other Mercy affiliations
include five years as Regional Coordinator of Mercy
Volunteer Corps and three as Director of the Mercy
Leadership Development Program.
The above was reprinted with permission from
NACAR.
**We would love to have a large group of Associates
attend this event. Financial assistance is available
to help the cost of attending this conference and
NACAR anniversary celebration. If you are
interested in attending please contact Donna
Sikorski, Director of the PHJC Associate Community
as soon as you are able. We would love to have you
join us and hotel accommodations are expected to fill
quickly!
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as part of the staff and then as the director. Called
to work with young adults, Pat has a commitment
to live a mission driven life. He designs retreats and
reflections, enjoys strategic processing and brings
enthusiasm to his work.
Sister Mary Ellen Goeller’s background
is in Business Administration, as well as
working with volunteers, governance,
regulations and dealing with terminations.
She currently works as Coordinator of
Volunteers at St. Catherine Hospital in East Chicago
and St. Mary Hospital in Hobart.
Maria Jalocha is a retired honors
curriculum mathematics teacher. She is
bilingual in Spanish and English and has
taught English as a Second Language.
Maria has developed and run educational
programs, worked with minorities, taught in the
Upward Bound program in East Chicago, and has
worked with a wide variety of age groups.
Rachel Lyons spent three years in the
Jesuit Volunteer Program as a volunteer
and then staff member. She continues to
act as a consultant to that program. She
works at Old St. Pat Parish in Chicago
and is an organizer with a focus on social justice and
formation. Her gifts are in the areas of networking
with placement sites, orientation, rituals, evaluations,
community development and advocacy.
Sister Marybeth Martin is a Co-director
for the Volunteer Program. She ministers
as a spiritual companion and has
background in special education and
campus/young adult ministry. She enjoys
writing, offering retreats, working with young adults
in discernment and hosts several groups through

Lindenwood. She enjoys working with people and
helping them make connections with themselves,
God, others, and our world.
Candace Scheidt has a long history
with the Poor Handmaids having been
a Poor Handmaid for many years and
serving on their Provincial Leadership
Team, as well as, Co-director of the
PHJC Associate Community. Candace is currently
serving as principal at St. Thomas the Apostle
School in Chicago. Her gifts include administration,
organizing, writing, working in an international
setting and experience running a summer volunteer
program. She currently has two volunteer teachers in
her school through the Inner City Teachers Corps.
Sister Cathy Schwemer is the former
Director of the North American
Conference of Associates and Religious.
She enjoys working with groups on
discernment with an emphasis on living
out their Baptismal call. Sister Cathy’s specialties
are program development, retreat work, adult faith
formation and Catholic Social Teachings.
Donna Summerville is a Staff Attorney,
mediator and Guardian Ad Liem. Her
background and connections include
Nonprofit Management, Calumet
American Inn of Court, Continuum of
Care, Lake County Bar Association, “Girls On the
Run,” Lake County Task Force on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault, and Road Runners Club of
America. Donna is a marathon runner and brings
gifts of a critical eye focusing on the positive and
using powers for good, strategic planning.
How blessed the PHJC Volunteer Program is to have
such generous, gifted members to get us off on the
right foot!

Companions on the Journey Retreat
By Donna Sikorski, Associates Director

P

lease plan to join us for this year ’s
Companions on the Journey Retreat and
Associate Anniversary Celebration to be held
on April 29-30. This year ’s retreat will once
again bring together amazing, faith filled
candidates. We are very fortunate to have a total
of ten candidates, from four different regions,
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involved in initial formation (their names can
be found at the end of this article). They have
been learning and growing spiritually and soon
it will be time for them to come together to
(Champions on the Journey, continued on page 5)
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learn a little more about the Spiritual Family
they are considering.
As an Associate, we know that ongoing
formation is crucial to our continued spiritual
health. Companions on the Journey offers
all in the Spiritual Family of Catherine that
opportunity. Plus, you get to spend some time
with some wonderful old friends and meet some
new ones!
If you are thinking - if you’ve been to one
COJ Retreat, you have already heard it all think again. One longtime Associate stated
she had never been to a Companions on the
Journey Retreat like that– and although she
hadn’t been to one for a while, she had been
to quite a few in the more than 25 years she
had been an Associate! You may find some
of the presentations to be similar to what you
heard before, but with new people attending,
come new perspectives. Plus we invite new
presenters each year, making each year unique.
Last year we even had a surprise special guest –
you never know what to expect!!!
Presenters in recent years have included Sister
Linda, Sister Jolise, Sister Germaine, Sister
Virginia, Sister Carole, Sister Roberta, Sister
Kathleen Quinn, Sister Loretta Peters, FS,
and Associates Jeanne Boomershine and Barb
Lowry. As you can tell from the presenters we
have had in the past, it is always a thoughtprovoking weekend. Perhaps you are interested
in being a presenter this year, if so, please let
me know. All members of the Spiritual Family
of Catherine are welcome.
In addition to wonderful presentations, the
Companions on the Journey Retreat allows for
time for guided tours of the Ancilla Domini
Chapel and the Heritage Room, as well as some
quiet time for you to spend in prayer on these
beautiful grounds. Nothing quite compares to
spring in Donaldson!
Some of the comments we heard in the past
about the best part of the weekend include the
chapel tour, the wonderful speakers, the history
on the 5th floor, reconnecting with Associates
from other regions, meeting new people, the
prayer and reflection time, the talk about Core

Values and their meaning, hearing about the
charism, getting to know other Associates on
a deeper level, the feeling of togetherness and
community, and everything from the beginning
to the end!
Please consider joining us as a participant
(and/or presenter) in this wonderful weekend
of faith sharing. I guarantee you will meet
some remarkable new people and, hopefully,
renew some old friendships. Don’t miss
this opportunity to be a part of this amazing
weekend while also helping others discern their
call to be an Associate by demonstrating the
care and support that make our Spiritual Family
so very special. Plus, this Companions on the
Journey Retreat just may be the shot in the arm
you need to revitalize you and strengthen your
own faith.
Also, we will be celebrating 25 Associates
who have anniversaries too! Check the list to
see if you or someone from your region will
be honored. On years when we do not have
a Gathering (like this year) this celebration
is held in conjunction with our Companions
on the Journey Retreat. We will be having a
lovely catered dinner in Cana Hall so don’t
forget to mark your calendar and send in your
registration early.
Whether you can attend this year ’s retreat
and anniversary celebration or not, please
make a commitment to pray for our wonderful
candidates.
East One
Susan Crowl
East Two
Tony Escher
Sharon Esmont
Theresa Shingledecker
Sue Sjoberg
Sandra VanAvermaete
East Three
Verna Ingrassia
Ken Jamsa
Claudia Johnson
Jeanne Orr
North
Romaine Nowakowski
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Celebrating Our 2016 Associate Anniversaries

Rosemary Martinez

Carol Buchanan

Joyce Gertz

Diane Rockhill

5
years
10
years
Evelyn Pakosta

Bobbie Anderson

6

Linda Greaf

Mary Ann Bombagetti

Margaret Kennedy

Thomas Taylor

15
years
Nancy Stern

Sally Kroner

20
years
Dorothy Harder

Carmen Reed

Lorraine Schuch

25
years
Thomas Fraiser

Helen Guriel

(Celebrating Our 2016
Associate Anniversaries,
continued on page 8)

Carol Elser

Connie Berger

Michael Guriel
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2016 Associate Anniversaries (continued)

30
years
Cindy Schmitz

Alice Kerkemeyer

Betty Rohling

Delores Guerrero

Carol Reigle

In Memory of Our Sister and Associates
Sister Patricia Belting, PHJC

Sister Patricia Belting (formerly
Sister Louise) died on January 5
in the Catherine Kasper Home.
She was 83. Sister Patricia was
born in Mishawaka, Indiana on February 24,
1932 to John and Agnes (Myers) Belting. She
attended St. Joseph Grade School in Mishawaka
and one year at Mishawaka High School then
completed her high school education at Ancilla
High School. On June 25, 1951 she entered the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ congregation
and professed her first vows on June 25, 1953.
Sister received her Bachelor of Education
degree at Alverno College in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and her Master of Education at St.
Francis College in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She
served as a teacher from 1953 until 1975 in
Chicago and Edwardsville in Illinois and Black
Oak and Hammond in Indiana. In addition to
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the elementary grades, she was a Montessori
teacher in Fort Wayne. Sister Pat commented
that, “She thought she would be a teacher until
she died, but she was mistaken and she never
chose any career. It just happened.”
In 1986 Sister Pat earned her Doctorate of
Ministry in Pastoral Counseling from Garret
Theological Seminary. The learned skills
were an asset to her as a member of the PHJC
Novitiate team in Cincinnati, Ohio where she
also served as Spiritual Counselor. She later
served as a Pastoral Psychotherapist and
Transpersonal Therapist at the Samaritan Center
in Elkhart, Indiana and the Healing Arts Center
in Mishawaka. From 1998 until 2009 Sister
Patricia served as a Counselor and Spiritual
Director in various areas in the Fort Wayne/
South Bend Diocese. Sister Patricia officially
retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2009.
(In Memory of Our Sisters & Associates, continued on page 9)
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Sister Patricia’s dedication and love for
her family and the PHJC congregation was
evident. A photo history collage of her family
(a cherished gift from her niece on her 80th
birthday) hung in her bedroom where she
would gladly reminisce with visitors about her
family. In her jubilee reflection, she wrote, “As
I reflect on my life as a PHJC, the word ‘gift’
comes to my mind. The call to religious life, the
PHJC community in particular, continues to be
an experience of change, support and growth
in all areas of my life, body, mind and spirit.
I see this as a journey to wholeness until it is
complete in the Godhead.”
May Sister Pat rest in peace.
LaGarda Holtgrave
LaGarda was an Associate in the
South Region for 23 years. She
died at Aviston Countryside Manor
on December 2, 2015. She was
93. LaGarda was born on September 13, 1922, in
Beckemeyer where she lived her entire life. Her
first contact with the PHJCs was in first grade. She
remembered the PHJCs were always there to help
her and her family. Sadly, she once recalled, her baby
brother died in the arms of a Poor Handmaid Sister.
LaGarda married Walter at St. Mary’s Church in
Carlyle on April 26, 1949. He died in 1973. They
had 6 children, 19 grandchildren and 19 greatgrandchildren. She devoted her life to her family and
her faith.
When Sister Barbara Bruns invited LaGarda to
become an Associate in 1992, she was quick to accept
and said she always felt welcome. She was a member
of St. Anthony’s Church, where she was a sacristan
and in the choir. She was also a member of the Ladies
Sodality, served as a Eucharistic minister, and took
communion to those who were unable to attend
Mass. LaGarda loved baking and cooking, and was
always concerned that others were fed before herself.
She also enjoyed quilting, bingo, playing rummy, and
her dogs. In more recent years she ministered as a
Praying Associate, dedicated to bringing our needs to
God in prayer.
May LaGarda rest in peace.

Annemarie Mandichak
West Associate Annemarie
Mandichak passed away on
December 5, 2015. She was 82. In
2014 Annemarie was thrilled to
attend the Companions on the Journey retreat after
which we celebrated her 25th year as an Associate.
Annemarie had four children, ten grandchildren and
one great-grandson. She was born in Germany, not
far from Dernbach, the home of Blessed Catherine
Kasper. Her brother, as well as other extended
family, still live there.
Annemarie spent years working side by side with
Sister Margaret Urban in ministry to the homebound
and later stated it was at that time she learned that
God was calling her to a deep and personal love.
Annemarie was a member of St. Catherine of Siena
Church and over the years served as a Eucharistic
Minister, cleaned the church and participated in
the Mustard Seed Prayer group. She was also very
involved in RCIA. She retired from Keyes Fiber of
Hammond after 30 years of service.
On the occasion of her latest recommitment she
stated “There is no greater life than with Jesus in my
heart.”
May Annemarie rest in peace.

Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center
a ministry of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

WEDNESDAY • MARCH 16, 2016
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST (includes lunch)
The Paschal Event of Lent and Easter: A Biblical Reflection on
Holy Week Facilitator: Father Jerry Schweitzer
THURSDAY – SUNDAY • MARCH 24 – 27, 2016
Retreat begins at 2:00 p.m. on March 24 and will end at 2:00 p.m.
on March 27.
2016 Annual Triduum Retreat
Facilitator: Self-Guided – Spiritual Direction is available upon request.
JUNE 19-24, 2016 • Mercy – The Heart of Faith and the
Reason for Hope
Facilitator: Father Dan Crosby, OFM., Cap.
Retreat Cost: $600 (Scholarships are available)
Please register by June 10
JULY 31- AUGUST 5, 2016 • A Brush with God Icon Retreat
Facilitator: Peter Parson
Retreat Cost: $600 (Scholarships are available)
Please register by July 22

www.lindenwood.org
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Upcoming Events at John XXIII Retreat Center
Hartford City, Indiana
March 11-13, 2016
Quilting Retreat
Facilitated by Catherine Diekemper, Deb Ferguson,
Bev Furniss, and Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Coordinated Jelly Roll Prints, Quilt, Jacket and Bag

June 10, 2016
“Learning Sabbath”
Facilitated by Sister Rita Musante, OLVM

March 19, 2016
Women’s Lenten Retreat
Facilitated by Father Keith Hosey and Sister Joetta
Huelsmann, PHJC
Theme: Palm Sunday & Make a Joyful Noise

March 6, April 3, May 1, and June 5, 2016
“Writing for the Soul”
Facilitated by a featured writer each month and
includes quality time to write with others.
Sundays, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

March 19-24, 2016
Holy Week Silent Directed Retreat
Spiritual Directors: Sister Rita Musante, OLVM and
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC

March 15, April 19, and May 17, 2016
“St. Joseph’s Dream Group”
Join in for a pot-luck dinner and reflecting on our
dreams as Saint Joseph did.
Tuesdays, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

March 21, 2016
Egg Decorating
Facilitated by Vicki Peterson
March 23, 2016
Seder Meal at 5:30 p.m.
April 1-3, 2016
Earth Care Retreat
Facilitated by Sheryl Myers, Sister Joetta Huelsmann,
PHJC, and Sister Rita Musante, OLVM
Theme: “Earth Care: An Invitation from Pope
Francis to Start the Conversation”
April 7, May 5, June 2, 2016
Day of Renewal: “The Mystical Wisdom of St.
Teresa of Avila”
Facilitated by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
April 22-24, 2016
Mens Spring Retreat
Led by Father Keith Hosey, Rick Wilson, & Dave
Jolliff
May 13-14, 2016
“Spiritual Eldering: A New Call & Mission”
Facilitated by Sister Rita Musante, OLVM
May 20-21, 2016
“When It’s Hard to Forgive: Forgiveness as a Three
Stage Process”
Presented by Susan Yanos
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MONTHLY EVENTS

March 17, April 21, and May 26, 2016
Year of Mercy Dinner Series and Memorial Mass
“Mercy: The Heart of Faith, the Reason of Hope”
DVD Series by Fr. Dan Crosby, OFM, Cap.
Thursdays once a month, Dinner and DVD series
starting at 4:45 p.m. Mass at 6 p.m.
For more information or to register call
John XXIII Retreat Center at (888) 882-1391 or email
john23rd@sbcglobal.net.

Each One Reach One
By Donna Sikorski, Associates Director

Don’t forget our Each One – Reach
One campaign!
Last fall we invited all members of the Associate
Community to reach out to at least one person
who they felt might be interested in becoming
an Associate. Have you done so yet??? This
time of the year is the perfect time. Currently
this year ’s candidates are wrapping up their
initial formation sessions and in April they will
attend the Companions on the Journey Retreat.
That means that a new group of candidates can
begin their formation as early as May or June.
Currently, our initial formation process consists
of 12 sessions and should not be rushed. If
sessions are one month apart, in order to
complete formation prior to the Companions
retreat, we should get the application process
started ASAP.
I imagine we all know someone - a co-worker,
friend, neighbor, son or daughter or other
family member – who is serious about their
faith and would be interested in learning more
about our Associate Community. If you would
like, you can invite them to a meeting or give
their name to our Associate office and we will
send them information. At no time are they

Each One,
Reach One.
pressured in any way. It has even happened,
although very rarely, that an individual goes
through the entire year of formation and then
they discern that this is just not for them.
Should this happen, we are still happy to have
had the opportunity to get to know them and
share who Blessed Catherine is, and who we
are, with them.
So, spend some time in prayer and consider
who the Spirit is calling you to invite. Help us
spread the charism of Catherine. Someone just
might be wondering but reluctant to ask you
about our Associate Community and it may be
exactly what they are looking for. Currently,
we have 136 Associate and 10 candidates –
wouldn’t it be great if next year we had another
10 candidates? Don’t wait for someone else to
invite them. If you want to see our Associate
Community grow and flourish – reach out to
just one person - you don’t know if you don’t
ask! Listen to that little voice within; the future
of our Associate Community lies in your hands.

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
are on Facebook!
http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org
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The New MoonTree Studios Catalog
By Evelyn Scwhwenk, MoonTree Studio Coordinator

W

e’ve changed things up a little bit, this year.
We’ve programmed a summer full of intensive
art experiences. What does that mean? It means that
you’ll find a wonderful line-up of 3-5 day immersive
programs connecting Art, Nature & Spirituality,
available to you! These offer the opportunity to make
an art retreat—deepening your understanding of the
art media with a master facilitator, as your creativity
blossoms.
You might be intrigued by writing YOUR family
story, Hardanger embroidery, creating a Healing
Doll, or deepening into Pastel Painting. Those are
just a few of the possibilities this spring. Or you’d
surely enjoy a day with Sister Mary Baird and others
on a wildflower walk, an evening owl prowl, or
a personalized trip through the Grand Kankakee
Marsh.
Pick up the new MoonTree Studios Schedule of
Experiences, Events and Art Exhibits around The
Center at Donaldson or contact MoonTree at
574-935-1712 for your copy or take a peek online at
www.moontreestudios.org

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY
2016 UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES
March 12
		
March 27

Core Team Meets at
Vacation House
Easter Sunday

April 16 Beatification of Catherine
		Kasper
April 29 – 30
		
		

Companions on the Journey
Retreat and Associate 		
Anniversary Celebration

May 5
		

Articles for Associating News
are due to the Associate
Office

June 14 – 20
		

PHJC Coming Home - 		
Wisconsin / Minnesota

July 16
August 4
		

Core Team Meets
Articles for Associating News
are due to the Associate
Office

September 10 NACAR Anniversary 		
		 Celebration in Milwaukee,
		Wisconsin
October 21-23
		

PHJC Coming Home - 		
Northwest Indiana

Experiencing the
Unexpected
www.TheCenterAtDonaldson.org
Sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

12

