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CARA Study Continues...With Your Help!
By Donna Sikorski, Director

T

he North American Conference of
Associates and Religious (NACAR) has
commissioned the Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate (CARA) to undertake a
major new study of the associate-religious
relationship of religious congregations in the
United States and Canada. This research builds
on the findings from the first study of its kind,
Partners in Mission, which was completed by
CARA and published by NACAR in 2000 and
2002.
Part I of the study was a questionnaire that
was distributed to all Directors/Coordinators
of Associates in May. As the Director of our
Associate Community, I completed that survey.
Part II of the study is a second questionnaire
to be distributed to all Associates and vowed
members and for this your help has been
requested.
In September all Sisters, Associates and Fiat
Spiritus Community members received, either
via email or through the postal service, a copy
of the survey. If you do not remember receiving
the survey or would like it to be re-sent to you,
please contact us right away. It is critical that
each voice be heard in this survey. Be assured
that all responses are entirely confidential. The
results of this research will only be reported at
the aggregate level. To respond via email, the
link you will need to use is:
https://carageorgetown.az1.qualtrics.com/
SE/?SID=SV_cZaVWoJvKF48Eo5
You will need to enter the following Unit ID on
the survey to confirm that you are a legitimate
respondent: 1479.

We recognize that some may not have computer
access or may prefer to respond on paper. For
this purpose, paper copies are available. Those
without an email address were provided a
paper copy. If you prefer a paper copy, and did
not receive one or have misplaced yours, please
contact our Associate secretary Jan Macey at
jmacey@poorhandmaids.org or 574-936-9936
X165 as soon as possible.
Please participate. It should only take about
10 minutes of your time. Input from each
Associate and vowed member is essential for
understanding the vitality of the Associate
communities in relationship to the religious
institutes.
Your participation in this research is essential!
This is an exciting venture, as you know,
Associates and those in similar relationships
with religious communities are emerging as an
essential presence in North America today.
If you have any questions about the survey
or the project, you may contact the Associate
Office or CARA research assistant Jonathon
Holland at 202-687-1290 or
Jonathon.Holland@georgetown.edu .

Recommitment 2015 Concludes
By Donna Sikorski, Director

F

ormal recommitments concluded this quarter
with ceremonies in the East Two, West, North and
Quincy Regions. Each had beautiful services and all
who attended seemed to enjoy and appreciate their
time together.
Although the ceremonies are basically the same, they
were all unique just as our regions are unique. East
Two met for their ceremony in the church where their
meetings are generally held and Sister Connie Bach
led them in song which enhanced their ceremony.
The North Region chose to have their ceremony at
Mayslake where the Associates and Sisters from
the region gathered in the lovely chapel and later
joined together in their community room. The West
Region invited Fr. John Zemelko from Donaldson to
celebrate Mass with them at St. Catherine Hospital
and they incorporated their recommitment ceremony
into the liturgy. Quincy, currently the smallest of our
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regions, had an intimate gathering in the lovely home
of Associates Greg and Mary Schoenekase.
A special thank you to all Core Team members
for putting together their region’s ceremony and
to all those Associates who helped out during
the ceremonies and with the food and fellowship
following them. It was wonderful to celebrate our
recommitment to our Associate Community together
with all of you.
A few Associates who were unable to attend their
region’s ceremony, have not yet responded by
sending in their recommitment cards. If you have not
yet done so, please send in your recommitment card.
If your recommitment statement is not received, we
will be forced to remove your name as an Associate,
so please be sure to contact the Associate office
regarding your recommitment.

In Memory of PHJC
Sisters

Sister Barbara Kober, PHJC

Sister Barbara Kober, PHJC,
formerly known as Sister
Georgeann, passed away
September 7, 2015, at the
Catherine Kasper Home. She
was born to George and Ann
(Wagner) Kober in Chicago,
Illinois on May 26, 1936. She
entered the Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ and
professed her first vows on July 16, 1957.
Sister Barbara began teaching elementary school
in 1957 at St. John School in Quincy, Illinois. She
continued to teach until 1975 and served at St.
Monica, Mishawaka and Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Hammond in Indiana; and St. Boniface,
Edwardsville, Illinois.
She then began serving as a Parish Minister at St.
Ansgar, Hanover Park; St. Ann, Lansing; Notre Dame
of Chicago and in Macon and Stonington, Illinois.
She also served at Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Hammond and St. Benedict Terre Haute in Indiana.
Sister Barbara explains her service in Mexico, “In
1988, the Poor Handmaids answered the Holy Spirit’s
call to reach out to the Third World countries. In 1994
I volunteered to serve our mission in Coatzacoalcos,
Vera Cruz, Mexico. I drove our new truck for our
Comedor (children’s food program). I also taught
English to adults and college students.” When she
returned to the States, Sister Barbara taught English
as a second language in Plymouth, Indiana.
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Sister Barbara lived at the Catherine Kasper Home.
May Sister Barbara rest in peace!
Sister Teresa Schleper, PHJC
After 54 years of ministering in
food service, cooking, baking
and supervising Sister Teresa
Schleper passed with peace and
grace on November 11 in the
Catherine Kasper Home. “God
(In Memory of PHJC Sisters,
continued on page 4)
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(In Memory of PHJC Sisters,
continued from page 3)

is GOOD. Prayer is powerful and I am grateful to
God for my family and the Poor Handmaids and for
so many blessings,” wrote Sister Teresa on her 60th
jubilee as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.
Sister Teresa is survived by one sister, Sister Georgine
Schleper PHJC, one brother, Albert Schleper, a niece,
Sister Loretta Schleper PHJC and several other
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her brothers and sisters: Anthony (Josie) Schleper,
Bernadine (Oliver) Emig, Josephine (Ed) Rehkemper,
Alphonse (Evelyn) Schleper, Christine (Arnold)
Hilmes, Herman Schleper, and George Schleper.
Sister Teresa was born in Trenton, Illinois to Henry
and Catherine (Rakers) Schleper the seventh child in
a family of 10 children. She attended 1st to 3rd grades
in a small country school and the next four years at
St. Mary’s School in Trenton, Illinois. She entered
the Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ Community
as a postulant on June 25, 1946. She professed her
first vows on June 25, 1948. Sister Teresa ministered
primarily in food service, cooking, baking and
supervising. She ministered in Indiana at St.
Catherine Hospital, East Chicago; St. Vincent Villa,
Fort Wayne; St. Patrick Convent, Arcola; Convent
Ancilla Domini, and Bishop Dwenger in Fort Wayne.
In Illinois she ministered at St. Elizabeth Hospital
and St. Anne Hospital in Chicago.
Sister Teresa officially retired to the Catherine
Kasper Home in 2002. She enjoyed working on
sewing projects and quilts in the sewing room at
Catherine Kasper Home and was known especially
for her aromatherapy heating pads. Sister will be
remembered for providing thank you baskets for
individuals who were generous with their time and
talents. Sister Teresa brought much joy with her
positive and loving attitude to all who lived and
ministered at Catherine Kasper Home.
May Sister Teresa rest in peace.

Sister Julienne Smith, PHJC
Sister Julienne Smith, (Ardella
Smith), beloved teacher,
principal, dean of girls and
volunteer, passed away on
November 12 at the Catherine
Kasper Home. Her love for the
people she ministered to and
with was mutual as reflected
by the many who kept in contact with her over the
years.
Sister Julienne is survived by her nieces and nephews
and many friends. She was born in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, to Romer and Monica (Sorg) Smith who
preceded her in death along with her brothers Joseph
and Robert. She entered the Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ Community as a postulant on December 7,
1940. She professed her first vows on June 25, 1943
and celebrated 70 years as a Poor Handmaid Sister
in 2013. Sister Julienne graduated from Loyola
University in Chicago, Illinois with a Bachelor and
later a Master’s degree in education.
Sister served for 27 years dedicated to elementary
education as a teacher and principal. She ministered
at St. Mary School, Trenton, Illinois, Angel Guardian
Orphanage in Chicago, St. Boniface School in
Edwardsville, Illinois, St. Ann School in Monterey,
Indiana, St. Henry School in Chicago and as Aspirant
Director and part-time teacher at Ancilla Domini
High School. She found the positive in each of her
new assignments. In regards to her 10 years as
Aspirant Director, later known as Dean of Girls at
Ancilla Domini High School, she reflected on the
challenging appointment with teenage girls as “the
challenge that became the most colorful and creative
decade of my life, filled with fond memories.”
From 1969 until 1980 Sister served in PHJC
community ministry. She was Vocation Director
and followed as Superior, Administrator at Convent
Ancilla Domini. For the next 21 years (1992-2013),
Sister enjoyed the special title of Sister Hostess at
St. Joseph Medical Center in Fort Wayne. It was at
St. Joe’s that Sister Julienne’s welcoming and gentle
spirit touched many lives. Sister Julienne officially
retired to Catherine’s Cottage and then to Catherine
Kasper Home in 2015.
May Sister Julienne rest in peace.
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Sister Kathleen Morrissey,
PHJC
Sister Kathleen Morrissey
(Joanne Margaret) PHJC, passed
away November 17 at the
Catherine Kasper Home. Sister
Kathleen was a caring person
devoted to those around her - the
children she taught, the elderly
she cared for, and her Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ
religious community. On the occasion of her 60th
anniversary she wrote, “As the oldest girl in family
of 12, I learned to see what had to be done and accept
responsibility with ease.”
Sister Kathleen is survived by her brothers Gerald,
William, Thomas, and Dennis and her sisters Marion
(John) Franke, Dolores (John) Connelly, Elaine
(Leonard) Pameditis and Patricia Calahan. Sister
loved her family and enjoyed their time together.
In her autobiography she stated that “one of her
blessings of being from a big family was that she was
invited to go on some special vacations.” She was
surprised by her brother with a trip to Ireland giving
her the opportunity to connect with her family in the
ancestral home of her fraternal grandmother. Sister
Kathleen was very proud of her Irish heritage and
she could dance an energetic jig.
Sister Kathleen was born in Chicago, Illinois on
February 18, 1936 to Emmet and Marion (Groener)
who preceded her in death along with brothers John,
Francis and James. On August 5, 1953 she entered
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Congregation
in Donaldson, Indiana and professed her first vows
on July 15, 1956. Sister received her Bachelor of
Education degree at DePaul University in Chicago
and her Master of Science degree in Physics and
Mathematics at St. Louis University, St. Louis,
Missouri.
Sister Kathleen began teaching in 1956 and taught
at various schools in Indiana including Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Hammond; St. Bavo, Mishawaka;
Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne. In
Illinois, Sister Kathleen taught at Mater Dei High
School, Breese and St. Henry in Chicago. She was
Dean of Students at Ancilla Domini High School
(1985-1988) and professor of math at Ancilla College
(1984-1991).

After 35 years in teaching she felt the call to minister
to older adults, so she pursued education in the
geriatric field and continued in her new ministry
as administrator of Meredith Memorial Home in
Belleville, Illinois (1994-1995) and later as the Director
of Maria Center in Donaldson, Indiana (1999-2005).
Sister Kathleen officially retired to the Catherine
Kasper Home in 2013.
May Sister Kathleen rest in peace.
Sister Maxine Peppenhorst,
PHJC
Sister Maxine Peppenhorst,
formerly known as Sister Alicia,
passed away November 18 at
the Catherine Kasper Home.
Sister Maxine’s gentle joyful
spirit touched the hearts of her
Sisters and the Staff of Catherine
Kasper Home. She will be especially remembered for
her nightly blessings for each resident as she walked
from room to room at the Kasper Home.
She was frequently heard by CKH staff and residents
saying, “God has been very good to me,” and she
shared God’s love with everyone she met. She
expressed on several occasions that her greatest
blessing and her greatest gift from God was her
religious life – being a Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ.
Sister Maxine is survived by her brother-in-law,
Leroy Raeber, first cousin, Virgil Kannall, other
cousins and many special friends.
Sister Maxine was born in Beckemeyer, Illinois
to Edward and Frances (Kannall) Peppenhorst
who preceded her in death along with her sister,
Virginia. She attended St. Anthony Grade School
in Beckemeyer, Illinois and three years of high
school in Beckemeyer, Illinois. She entered the Poor
Handmaid of Jesus Christ Community as a postulant
on September 12, 1936 and professed her first vows
on June 25, 1939. Sister Maxine received her Bachelor
of Science degree from Loyola University and her
Masters in Education from St. Francis College in
Fort Wayne. Sister was an avid reader and loved to
discuss history and politics.
(In Memory of PHJC Sisters,
continued on page 7)
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Meet Our New Associates

Carol Skelton - I always knew
I was called to be “married
with children”. But it was at
the age of 22 that I came to
realize I had another calling
and that was to be “a minister
in the Catholic Church.” Both
dreams began 40 years ago
when my husband Joe and I said yes to being a part
of the St. Victor Parish Community. It’s where I truly
experienced the Kingdom of God, here on earth.

But to attain my dream of family we had to overcome
some obstacles. I married a divorced man who was
not Catholic, and we had problems having children.
Yet, because of the support we received from our
church, Joe was baptized and we were remarried in
the Catholic Church. We now have three children
and five grandchildren.
At the same time, my Church calling began as a first
grade Religious Ed teacher and in the Baptismal
Ministry. I then became active with Women’s Issues
of the Peace & Justice Commission and formed a
Rape Advocacy Program. Later I was called back to
Religious Ed, directing the Confirmation Program.
From there I moved on to be Director of Young
Adults through the Archdiocese of Chicago. My
office was at Seton Academy. Again my calling to
work with these young women was so strong, I took
the position of Campus Minister.
I had it all and loved all of it. But it took its toll
on my mind/body. By the time Joe and I retired
to our lake home in Bremen, Indiana, I was a very
sick woman. This actually turned out to be a real
blessing. It forced me to stop all my “doing” and
focus on my personal relationship with God. It was
during this time that God sent three PHJC angels
into my life; PHJC Sisters Mary, Nancy, and Judian to
support me on my journey to wholeness. Through
my involvement with them, I was invited to be part
of the PHJC Associate Community.
Life is good. I am grateful and full of enthusiasm.
And I can’t wait to see what God has in store for me
as I share life with my family and my new church
community.

Mary Jane Gibson - I was
born March 1, 1951 at St.
Joseph Hospital in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.
My mother, Lois Kintz, was a
nurse at St Joe Hospital in Fort
Wayne for 40 years. My father,
George Gibson, worked at International Harvester
for 43 years.
I am the second oldest of five children, four girls
and one boy. I went to St. Hyacinth’s Grade School
and Central Catholic High School graduating in
1969. Last year my sister Becky, who also worked
at St. Joe Hospital, died of breast cancer. Less than
a month later, my brother George, who worked at
International Harvester, died of a heart attack. It was
a difficult year for our family.
My sister, Rose, became involved with the Poor
Handmaids through family friends, Carol Puls and
Martha Smith, who worked at St. Joe Hospital with
our mother.
I love to read, do yard work and do kind things for
others.
I hope, by becoming an Associate, it will help me to
follow the Core Values of Blessed Mary Catherine
Kasper.
Jeanine Spirek - As a former
PHJC, I have been a friend
of the Poor Handmaids for
most of my life. I attended St.
Boniface Elementary School
(1944-1952), a school staffed by
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ.
Early in elementary school, I discerned a call to
become a Poor Handmaid Sister. After graduating
from Ancilla Domini High School in 1955, I went
on to Alverno College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
earning a Bachelor Degree in Elementary Education.
Although my work continued as a teacher, principal
and college instructor for about 45 years (1958 to
2015), I found it time to leave the PHJCs.
(Meet Our New Associates,
continued on page 7)
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(Meet Our New Associates,
continued from page 6)

In 1970, I married my husband, Larry, at St. Boniface
Church. Today, I continue in my Christian ministry
in education, social work and chaplaincy.
I have studied all my life earning several Master’s
degrees; biology from St. Mary’s University in
Winona, Minnesota, 1970; education from Roosevelt
University, Chicago, 1988; theology from Aquinas
School of Theology, St. Louis, 2012. I also earned
a Certificate of Candidacy in 1992, completing all
course work and qualifying exams for an Ed.D at
Roosevelt University.
Our family, consisting of three children, lived ten
years in Germantown and twenty years in Oak Park,
IL. Today Larry and I love grand-parenting and live
in Breese, Illinois.
(In Memory of PHJC Sisters,
continued from page 5)

Sister served as teacher from 1939 until 1989 in the
Dioceses of Gary Indiana, Belleville Illinois and Fort
Wayne-South Bend Indiana. After she celebrated her
50th Jubilee she continued to teach religion classes at
St. Mary’s in Trenton, Illinois. Sister Maxine officially
retired to the Catherine Kasper Home (CKH) in 2000.

Upcoming MoonTree
Studios Experiences

Sunday, January 10, 2016
Twelfth Night Celebration
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST
Come to MoonTree Studios for an end-of-theholidays and return-to-work party, traditionally
known as Twelfth Night.
Saturday, January 30, 2016 - March 12, 2016
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. EST
Opening reception for Heartland, an all-members
show by Heartland Artists; a variety of media.
Saturday, March 19, 2016 - April 9, 2016
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. EST
Opening reception for an exhibit by David
deVillier.
Saturday, March 19, 2016
The Empty Bowls Soup Supper
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. EDT
•

Money raised at this event will be 		
donated to The Food Bank of Northern 		
Indiana to feed the hungry here in our 		
own neighborhoods. Every dollar can provide
up to nine meals. Hunger impacts thousands
of people right here in our area.

•

In exchange for a cash donation, guests will
enjoy a simple meal, keeping a handmade
bowl as a reminder of all the empty bowls
here in our area and throughout the world.

May Sister Maxine rest in peace.

For a complete list of
Lindenwood’s retreat
and event offerings visit
www.lindenwood.org

www.moontreestudios.org
(574) 935-1712
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PHJC Coming
Home to
Chicago
Photos By PHJC Communications
Department
Story on page 13
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The Spirit of Pentecost Fills Us Daily
By Mary Schoenekase, Quincy, Illinois

A

ssociates and Sisters of the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ gathered September 26 to dream
through the Holy Spirit as part of Gathering XII in
Donaldson. The opening song proclaimed “awake
the sleepers, the time is now.”

Holy Spirit, they were transformed into worldchangers. Patrick called for each of us as Associates
to be on fire with the Spirit. In community, we can
overcome our human condition, our sins, and our
limitations.

Guest speaker Patrick Cleary-Burns used the
Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit as the
theme of his remarks. “Why did the Spirit descend
on the entire community, and not just Peter to make
him the superstar to carry on Christ’s work?” asked
Patrick. He answered by saying we all must live
in the image of the Trinity. Before Pentecost, the
apostles were screw-ups. After the descent of the

The Holy Spirit called Catherine Kasper. She
answered. Through the life of Catherine Kasper
the Holy Spirit called to us. We answered in our
Associate commitment. Patrick sent us forth from
Gathering XII with the directive to call back to
Catherine Kasper and the Holy Spirit to guide us and
to lead us.

Our Future Will Be What We Say It Will Be
By Mary Schoenekase, Quincy, Illinois

G

athering XII gave PHJC Associates a chance to
discuss the future of the organization. Before
each of us became Associates, we were called by
the Holy Spirit to follow the charism of Blessed
Catherine Kasper. We discerned the call and made
our commitment to the community. We did not join
a club. We answered a call. We are more than the
Rotary. We are guided by the Spirit.

the Associate Community at large.
Associates agreed in the future we
want to:

So where is the Spirit leading our Associate
Community? As part of Gathering XII, Associates
spent a portion of the day in prayer trying to discern
the best path forward for our community. Working
in small groups, Associates identified 13 desires
for the community. These 13 desires were debated,
discussed, discerned and distilled into four action
steps.

3) develop a deeper spirituality
together as an Associate
Community,

With guidance from the Spirit, Associates gathered
on September 26 to put forward an action plan for
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1) grow in numbers to be
disciples to spread God’s Word,
2) lead by example to grow our
community,

4) live the charism of Blessed
Catherine Kasper in the world.
Only the Holy Spirit can “call” an
Associate. But each of us can share with others
our commitment to the four guiding principles and
the help we receive in living our lives in a Christcentered manner as Associates. We do not ask others
to “join.” We ask them to discern a call.

Each One – Reach One
By Donna Sikorski, Director

A

lso at the Associate Anniversary Celebration,
following the Gathering, a program called
Each One – Reach One was introduced. Each One
– Reach One suggests each Associate “reach” out to
one individual who is already living the charism of
Catherine, but probably doesn’t realize it, and invite
them to come with them to an Associate meeting.

Each One,
Reach One.

Through our day of discernment we determined
we needed to “turn the world upside down” (did
the Spirit have a hand in our upside down PowerPoint???) and get out of our comfort zone
in order to help grow our wonderful
community.
If you believe in the charism
of Catherine, and you want
the Associate Community
to grow and develop into
a stronger presence in our
world help spread the
word! Spend some time in
prayer; the Spirit will help
you realize who to approach,
then talk to them about what
our community means to you.
Invite a co-worker, family
member, friend or neighbor
who is serious about their faith to
grow with us. They can’t say yes; if
you don’t ask. Many in our midst are
clueless about the well-kept secret of the
PHJC Associate Community. This will only
change one way – by us, each one of us - reaching
out. If someone seems interested, please send their
name and contact information to me and I will mail
them a packet of information.
“Once you determine to the best of your ability that
your potential choice is what the Lord wants, there is
only one thing left to do. It’s the same thing you do
when you see a swimming pool on a hot day – JUMP
IN!!”
The best is yet to be – it’s up to each one of us to
make it happen!!
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Make a Difference with Heart
By Sister Connie Bach, PHJC, PHJC Volunteer Program Co-Director

D

avid Fleming, SJ wrote a book entitled What is
Ignatian Spirituality? He discusses the “heart” of
the Spiritual Exercises.
As we developed the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Volunteer Program, Sister Linda Volk saw a rough
sketch of a logo thrown together with a heart and
hands and stated that volunteers “make a difference
with heart!” Thus, the birth of our tagline.
We know that we all need physical exercise to keep
our hearts healthy. The same is true spiritually. When
we respond with “heart,” not just emotionally, but
with care, compassion and support, we are being the
hands and heart of Christ to another.
It is the same kind of heart Jesus speaks of when he
tells us to store our treasures in heaven instead of in
things of the earth: “…where your treasure is, there
your heart shall be” (Mt. 6:21).
“Making a difference with heart is what Pope
Francis speaks of when he speaks of mission: “My
mission of being in the “heart” of the people is not
an...“extra” or just another moment in life. Instead, it
is something I cannot uproot from my being without
destroying my very self. I am a mission on this earth;
that is the reason why I am here in this world…”
(The Joy of Gospel 273)
It means I am in solidarity with another and we are
speaking the language of the heart.
We are each called to reflect on how we can get our
hearts in the right place. One way to do this is to
look at ways we can set time aside to reach out to
others, to share our hands and hearts in a way that
transforms not only the receiver but the giver as well.
Speaking from the heart implies a mutual sharing.
This conversation then calls one to listen to the
language of the heart that reveals God’s deep love
and desire for the good of all. What we do in service
is valuable, but the condition of our hearts is far more
important.
The end goal is a gift or response or action from
the heart. This requires a giving of one’s whole
self - mind, hands and heart. This heart response
multiplies a hundredfold like the ripples in the
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PHJC Volunteers
Make a difference with heart!

symbols of the Poor Handmaid Sisters, Associates,
Fiat Spiritus community and volunteer program.
The waters of baptism inspire us to be active and
responsive to the needs all around us. The ripples
flow outward and return to us in the continual ebb
and flow of life in mutual benefit, reminding us of
the importance of human touch and the connecting
of human hearts. This makes all the difference in the
world!

Food for Thought Volunteer Statistics

“A Survey of Former Volunteers of the Catholic
Volunteer Network” is a national survey
commissioned by CVN with the Center for Applied
Research. The survey looked at more than 5,000 men
and women in CVN member organizations around
the globe. We want to share some of the significant
findings as we learn about volunteer programs and
grow into our own PHJC Volunteer Program.
On Service •

98% served because they “felt compassion
towards people in need.”

•

95% would recommend their program to others.

On Faith •

Nearly 50% attend religious services once a week.

•

Almost 40% have considered a vocation to
ordained ministry or religious life.

On Life •

More than 66% say service influenced their career
path.

•

82% have volunteered time, donated money or
property, or both in the past 12 months following
their experience.

Coming Home to Chicago
October 23-25, 2015 & October 31, 2015
By Tina Ortman, North Associate

“Whatever comes from God is good.
Let us adore God’s providence and
grow in love of God
~Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper

I

n the words of Mother Mary, “Whatever comes
from God is good.”

Our good and gracious God gathered many over
several days to celebrate the history of joyful service
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, to renew
acquaintances, strengthen friendships, and share
memories of the simple, yet extraordinary works of
the Poor Handmaids.
Friends and family gathered to celebrate a rich
history of simple, joyful service taking care of the
sick, educating students, caring for children, helping
the poor, and many other ways of glorifying the
Lord.
The Coming Home to Chicago weekend reconnected
all that have been a part of PHJC history.
On Friday, October 23rd, a prayer service was held
for Poor Handmaids buried at St. Boniface Cemetery.
The day continued as many gathered for liturgy in
Ancilla Domini Chapel at St. Michael’s in Old Town.
Closing the evening, people united for a prayer
service for Poor Handmaids buried at St. Henry
Cemetery.
On Saturday, October 24th, many celebrated and
shared the Eucharist at Holy Name Cathedral, the
Mother Church of the Chicago Archdiocese. God
spoke through Sister Judith Diltz as she welcomed
all sharing in this special day. The choirs of Poor
Handmaids, led by Sister Michele Dvorak and Sister
Connie Bach shared their wondrous gifts proclaiming
the love of our Lord in prayer through song.
Mass was celebrated by Monsignor Daniel Mayall,
Pastor of Holy Name Cathedral, who delivered

a beautiful homily as a vessel for Mother Kasper
acknowledging the charism in the works of the Poor
Handmaids and the community.
At offertory, many gifts were brought to the altar
including Blessed Catherine’s shoes. Mother Mary
overcame many obstacles in her journey relying on
her faith to give her strength to say YES. The Poor
Handmaids exude that strong faith by continuing to
say YES to joyful service.
Following Mass, community was flowing during a
reception in the courtyard of the Cathedral. Guests
enjoyed great food and fellowship. All were invited
to learn more about the history and connection to so
many communities by reviewing displays, watching
video of stories, and sharing in photos surrounding
the room.
Gratitude was expressed and appreciation plaques
presented to many supporters of their work,
including the families of St. Anne Hospital, St.
Elizabeth Hospital, and Catholic Charities. The
Sister’s compassion and openness to the Spirit
guided their hands to heal the sick in body, mind and
heart.
The Glunz family was also recognized for their
generous donation of land and their ongoing support
through the years to bring life to the motherhouse
and the community in Donaldson.
Following the presentation, former Poor Handmaids
and Alumnae of Ancilla Domini High School met for
a reunion to share stories of past and present.
Fellowship was shared by all through late afternoon.
On Sunday, October 25th, the celebration continued
on the South Side of Chicago.
Sunday morning started with a dedication ceremony
held at St. Mary Cemetery in Evergreen Park for
the Sisters with our Heavenly Father in His eternal
Kingdom.
(Coming Home to Chicago,
continued on page 14)
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(Coming Home to Chicago,
continued from page 13)

Following the cemetery ceremony, the celebration
continued in a nearby suburb for Mass and Luncheon
at the Sabre Room. Father Rich Young celebrated the
Liturgy and shared stories of his days growing up at
St. Augustine Parish.
The luncheon was a time to reconnect with friends
and family sharing memories of education, parish
connections, and works of ongoing service provided
by the PHJC Sisters. The room was filled with the
Spirit.
Sister Katie Bobber, Sister Joellen Tumas and Sister
Michele Dvorak acknowledged supporters and
presented plaques in appreciation.
The PHJC’s call to religious life and serving others
impacted all the lives of sharing in the beauty of
God’s work in the Coming Home Weekend.
Sister Kathy Haas shared a presentation of the rich
history of Yesterday, gifts of the Present and works of
the Future, reflecting the PHJC commitment to Listen
Prayerfully, Live Simply and Serve Joyfully. Stories
were shared by those present and from those serving
in missions around the world.
On Saturday, October 31, 2015, a luncheon and
program was held at Misericordia on Chicago’s
North Side. It was beautiful to see the “kids” from
Angel Guardian (formerly housed on the grounds
of the current Misericordia Home) reunite with one
another and with some of the PHJCs who were their
“moms” throughout those important formative
years. Little angel wing pins were given out to all the
former residents as they registered; hugs were also
widely distributed.
Angel Guardian Orphanage created the comforts
of home as the numbers of orphans grew through
the years. Joe, a former AGO “kid,” gave a very
touching tribute to the Sisters who helped make
him into the man he is today. The PHJCs truly were
the angels sent from above in their humble service
to many, emulating their foundress. As Mother
Mary was guided by the Spirit to have courage and
provide a home for the orphans, the Poor Handmaids
continued her legacy to provide warmth, love and
a home to many orphans. They are a model of
simplicity in their gifts and respect for all life. Prior
to the liturgy, which was celebrated in what was
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the church the PHJCs and children had attended
together so many years ago, a monument to all who
walked the halls of AGO was unveiled. A gift from
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, the beautiful
memorial now stands at the former entrance of Angel
Guardian.
The thumbprint of the Poor Handmaids is stamped
throughout the world creating a ripple effect through
each act of kindness impacting so many lives. In a
few years, we will be celebrating the blessings of 150
years of Poor Handmaid ministry.
Pope Francis declared this the year of Consecrated
Life. How fitting to be celebrating the Poor
Handmaid Coming Home Chicago Weekend this
year. The community is enriched by their service
through their calling to religious life.
As Catherine Kasper guides us through the Spirit …
“Let us Adore God’s providence and grow in love of
God.”

More Coming Home to Chicago images see pages 8-9.

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY
2016 DATES TO REMEMBER

February 1, 2016		
		

Blessed Catherine 		
Kasper’s Feastday

February 4, 2016		

Article due to Associate
Office

March 12, 2016
Core Team at Vacation
		House
April 29-30, 2016
Companions on the
		Journey
June 17-18, 2016		
		

PHJC’s Coming Home Wisconsin / Minnesota

John XXIII Retreat Center - Hartford, IN
December 31-January 1, 2016
New Year’s Eve Retreat
Presented by Father Al Naseman, CPPS
Theme: “It’s About Time”.
January 7, 2016
2016 Day of Renewal series: “The Mystical Wisdom
of St. Teresa of Avila”
Facilitated by Sr. Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Topics: “A Birth to Remember & Teresa’s Enduring
Masterpiece”
January 8-9, 2016
Journey into the Future-Life Planning Retreat
Facilitated by Sr. Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Matthew 25 and how with prayer and discernment
we can do our part to create a future.

March 1, 2016
Lenten Prayer Reflection Luncheon
Theme: “The Prodigal Son”
March 3, 2016
Day of Renewal: “The Mystical Wisdom of St.
Teresa of Avila”
Facilitated by Sr. Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
March 4-6, 2016
“Becoming the Beloved Disciple”
Facilitated by Father Dan Crosby
March 11-13, 2016
“Quilting Retreat”
Facilitated by Catherine Diekemper, Deb Ferguson,
Bev Furniss, and Sr. Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC

January 22-23, 2016
“Growth in the Spirit — Spiritual Awakening and
Deepening”
Presenters: Patrick Cleary-Burns and Sister Joetta
Huelsmann, PHJC
Fourth in the series reflecting on “Loving Outside the
Box”

MONTHLY EVENTS:

February 4, 2016
Day of Renewal: “The Mystical Wisdom of St.
Teresa of Avila”
Topics: A Snapshot of Teresa’s Castle & The First
Dwelling Place: Self Knowledge & Humility

December 15, 2015, January 19, 2016 and February
16, 2016
“St. Joseph’s Dream Group”
Join in for a pot-luck dinner and reflecting on our
dreams as Saint Joseph did.

February 5-6, 2016
Grief & Loss Retreat
Friday, 6:30 p.m.-Saturday, 4 pm

December 17, 2015, January 28, 2016, and February
25, 2016
Year of Mercy Dinner Series and Memorial Mass
“Mercy: The Heart of Faith, the Reason of Hope”
DVD Series by Fr. Dan Crosby, OFM, Cap.
Thursdays once a month, Dinner and DVD series
starting at 5 p.m. Mass at 6 p.m

February 12, 2016
Valentine Luncheon
For Widowers & Widows. Lunch and entertainment
provided.
February 23, 2016
Lenten Prayer Reflection Luncheon
Learn more about Moses’ call as we hear it in Exodus
3:1-15.

December 6, 2015, February 7, 2016 and March 6,
2016
“Writing for the Soul”
Facilitated by a featured writer each month. Enjoy
some quality time to write with others.

For more information or to register call John XXIII
Retreat Center at (888) 882-1391 or email
john23rd@sbcglobal.net.
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Timeline Tales - St. Augustine High School
By Barbara Allison, PHJC Comunications

St. Augustine High School opened on Chicago’s
South-side in 1910, serving as an all-girls parish
high school. Within the first two years, boys were
admitted to the school, which at that time was only a
two-year high school.
In 1941, PHJC Sisters made St. Augustine High
School a four-year high school. St. A’s returned to
an all-girls school in 1961. Enrollment continued
to climb during the baby boom years, when three
mobile classroom trailers were installed to handle the
over capacity enrollment of 295 students in the 19631964 school year. The peak enrollment year was
1973 with 320 students.

The St. Augustine Parish Sisters

As enrollment dwindled in the mid to late 1970s,
rumors about St. Augustine closing swirled. Sr.
Jolise May, PHJC, current Ancilla College director of
Mission Integration was principal at the time. “We
wanted to close the doors gently,” she said. After the
Class of 1980 graduated in June 1980, juniors were
given the opportunity to fast track their senior year
by enrolling in an intensive summer session in order
to graduate with a St. Augustine diploma in August.
“The majority were able to graduate,” Sr. Jolise said.
Upon the closing of the high school, the elementary
school took over the vacant space until it also closed
at the end of the 1999-2000 school year.
Sr. Jolise remembers her service there fondly. “At the
last student Mass, we sang On Eagle’s Wings. Singing
that hymn still brings back the memory of that
Mass,” Sr. Jolise said. “Although there was sorrow,
there was peace with it.” Her students used to tell
her that kids from the more well-to-do Catholic high
schools told the St. A’s kids that they attended “that
cracker box high school” in reference to the school’s
unglamorous façade. “I asked, ‘What do you tell
them?’” Her student replied with pride that “our
principal knows every one of us by name.”

St. Augustine High School

Sources: The Story of the American Province of the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
http://www.illinoishsglorydays.com/id873.html
School Opens -1910

School closes - 1980

St. A’s becomes a 4
year school - 1941
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St. Augustine High School faculty and staff

