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Sometimes Things Just Happen by Chance –
or do They?
By Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

E

ast One Associate, Carol Puls, is very
friendly and enjoys spending time with
others, helping whenever she can and
making a difference in her little
corner of the world. Carol’s father
died when she was just nine
years old; that was 1943.
In those days it was not
uncommon for people to
rent a room to help pay
the bills. This is where
this story began – in
Fort Wayne, about 70
years ago.
A young man named
Richard Weber had a
job that brought him to
Fort Wayne periodically,
and when he came to
town, he rented a room
from Carol’s mom. As time
went on, he became close to
Carol’s family. After a while,
Richard settled down, got married
and began his own family. Richard
remained in touch with the family, more so
while Carol’s Mom was alive, and on and
off after that. About 15 years ago Carol and
Richard reconnected again and started visiting
one another more regularly and chatting by
phone in between.
Last November Carol went to visit Richard
at his home. They talked like old friends do –
about what was new in their lives, aches and
pains, and other family members. Richard’s
daughter Jeanne, who just happened to
be visiting from out of town, joined in the

conversation. They discussed the different things
with which they were involved. Both Carol
and Richard are in the Serra Club, so they
talked a bit about that and soon Carol
mentioned, among other things,
the Associates. She explained
that at Christmastime the
Fort Wayne (East One)
Associates all bring in hats,
scarves and gloves and
they donate them to the
children at Vincent’s
Village in Fort Wayne.
The Associates began
supporting Vincent’s
Village over ten years
ago in memory of
Associate Katie Farmer,
who died in 2003. They
heard of the many needs
of Vincent’s Village through
Sister Conrad who was at that
time in Fort Wayne and serving
on the board of Vincent’s Village.
Initially they collected diapers to send
there and they soon added the collection of
hats, scarves and gloves and have done so each
Christmas since.
Vincent’s Village is a very special place in
Fort Wayne which provides a unique array of
services that meet the needs of families who
are experiencing the crisis of homelessness and
continues to meet their needs through providing
both permanent housing and supportive
services. In Indiana last year 5,971 persons, many
of whom are children, were homeless.
(Sometimes Things Just Happen by Chance – or do They?,
continued on page 2)
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Jeanne seemed very interested in how the Associates
supported the homeless and less fortunate in Fort
Wayne. She shared that she owns and runs boutiques
in Florida, Dayton and Indianapolis and she herself
had made donations in the past to such causes.
The surprise came a few weeks after Richard and
Carol’s visit. The doorbell rang and UPS delivered a
very large package to Carol. Carol objected, stating
she didn’t order anything! The delivery person
showed her that indeed the package had her name on
it and was to be delivered to her.
Carol managed to drag the huge box into her home,
still wondering what on earth it could be. She looked
at the return label, only to find that it came from
a company in New York. Perplexed and reluctant
to open it; she was sure it had been sent to her by
mistake. Carol located the phone number for the
company and called them. After a while, and a few
phone calls back and forth, she discovered that the
package was indeed meant for her. When Richard’s
daughter Jeanne heard about the Associates’ project
she wanted to be a part of it and shipped the box full
of kid’s hats, scarves, mittens and gloves to Carol.
Carol was delighted and finally felt comfortable
opening the big box.

items! The box contained many hats that looked
like different animals – 72 in all and also 12 stocking
caps, and 108 pairs of gloves and mittens. There were
reindeer, rabbits, raccoons, frogs, beavers, and even
penguin hats. They were adorable! Carol pictured
the look on those children’s faces when they would
receive the delightful hats and she was thrilled. She
never imagined that a casual conversation about
our Associates would have caused such ripples of
good works.
A few weeks later as the East One Associates
gathered for their annual Christmas meeting, the
big box was again moved, this time into the home
of Associate Rose Gibson and her sister, Candidate
Mary Jane Gibson. Carol again told her story and
the Associates oohed and awed over the collection
of items from the big box. The East One Associates
added 70 more matching hat and glove sets, other
hats, gloves and even some socks, as well as some
fun things like puzzles, coloring books and crayons
for the children. They had so much donated that
they even sent some to the SCAN (Stop Child Abuse
and Neglect) program in Fort Wayne. The amount of
smiles and warmth this would generate could hardly
be imagined. All because of one Associate’s casual
conversation with an old friend, and the work of the
Holy Spirit; ripples of good works were spread.

You can imagine the look on Carol’s face as she and
fellow Associate Martha Smith looked through the

A special thanks to Carol and the
Holy Spirit for making this happen!

Good will can manage many things. If we are truly united in the love of God and help one another and
seek God, then we will accomplish much with the grace of God.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper
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h e Po o r H a n d m a i d s a r e
organizing several events
called “PHJCs Coming Home.”
The purpose of these events is
to reconnect with the people in
some of the areas in which PHJCs
have ministered. The Sisters want
to share who they have been
over the years, who they are
today and who they hope to be in
the future. Please see page 12 for
more information!

Quincy Welcomes
Newest Associate –
Greg Schoenekase
By Mary Griffith-Schoenekase, Quincy Associate

W

ater brought to Quincy
from the well that
Blessed Catherine Kasper
herself used in Germany
added special meaning
to the December 13 First
Commitment Ceremony of
Associate Greg Schoenekase.
Greg dropped a stone which
had been prayed over during
his Companions on the
Journey retreat into a bowl of water, sending ripples
out to symbolize the impact of his commitment.
The Quincy Associates gathered in the Schoenekase
home to welcome Greg into union with living the
four core values of the Spiritual Family of Catherine.
Catherine’s charism will continue in Greg. As the
ceremony concluded, the Associates all approached
the altar and blessed themselves with the sacred
water from Dernbach.
Greg is a school bus driver for three and four year
olds. He loves hunting and fishing, woodworking
and the Chicago Bears. He was taught by the Poor
Handmaids at St. John the Baptist School in Quincy,
Illinois. Greg once considered a vocation as a
Franciscan priest, then he met his wife, Mary, who is
an Associate. Greg jokes he traded in his Franciscan
brown for PHJC black.

In this Issue…
Quincy Welcomes Newest Associate –
Greg Schoenekase.........................................page 3
Coming Soon…
Companions on the Journey.......................page 4
Recommitment 2015.....................................page 5
Lindenwood Retreat Offerings..................page 5
PHJC Volunteer Program Update..............page 6
In Memory of Our Sisters............................page 8
MoonTree Studios Special Event –
Praying with Imagination:
The St. John’s Bible Experience....................page 9
John XXIII Retreat Center
Retreats and Activities...............................page 10
Timeline Tales.............................................. page 11
Directory Updates....................................... page 11
Coming Home to Mishawaka • South Bend
Schedule of Events......................................page 12
E-mail
Phone
Website
Address
		

dsikorski@poorhandmaids.org
(574) 936-9936 Ext. 733
www.poorhandmaids.org/associates
Associate Community Office
P.O. Box 1 • Donaldson, IN 46513

2015 Directories
You received your 2015 Sister/Associate/Fiat Spiritus
calendar and directories in our December mailing. Please
check your listing carefully to be sure it is accurate.
Please report any errors and any necessary updates
to the Associate Office as quickly as possible. Once
these directories are published, we keep you updated
on everyone’s changes through this Associating News
publication. So watch for Directory Updates each quarter
when you receive your mailing.
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Coming Soon… Companions on the Journey

P

lease plan to join us for this
year’s Companions on the
Journey retreat to be held on
April 24-25. This year’s retreat
will once again bring together
some wonderful and very
interesting candidates. They
have been learning and growing
spiritually and it will soon be time for them to come
together to learn a little more about the Spiritual
Family they are considering. As an Associate, what
better time than a recommitment year to come to
this retreat. It may revitalize you and help you to
understand more fully what your commitment to the
Associate Community means.
If you are thinking that if you’ve been to one
Companions on the Journey retreat, you have already
heard it all, think again. One longtime Associate stated
last year she had never been to a Companions on the
Journey retreat like that one – and although she hadn’t
been to one for a while, she had been to quite a few in
the more than 25 years she has been an Associate! You
may find some of the presentations to be similar to
what you heard before, but with new people attending
come new perspectives. Plus we invite new presenters
each year, making each year unique.
Presenters in recent years have included Sister Jolise,
Sister Germaine, Sister Virginia, Sister Carole, Sister
Kathleen Quinn, Jeanne Boomershine and Barb
Lowry. As you can tell from the presenters we have
had in the past, it is a thought-provoking weekend.
So, if you are interested in being a presenter, please
let me know. All members of the Spiritual Family of
Catherine are welcome.
In addition, to wonderful presentations, the
Companions on the Journey retreat allows for time for
guided tours of the Ancilla Domini Chapel and the
Heritage Room, as well as some quiet time for you to
spend in prayer on these beautiful grounds.
Some of the comments we heard last year are: the
best part of the weekend was – the chapel tour, the
wonderful speakers, the history on the fifth floor,
reconnecting with Associates from other regions,
meeting new people, the prayer and reflection time,
the talk about core values and their meaning, hearing
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about the charism, getting to know other Associates
on a deeper level, the feeling of togetherness and
community, and “everything from the beginning to
the end!”
Please consider joining us as a participant (and/
or presenter) in this wonderful weekend of faith
sharing. I guarantee you will meet some amazing
new people and hopefully renew some old
friendships. Registration materials will be included
in this mailing. Don’t miss this opportunity to be a
part of this thought-provoking weekend while also
helping others discern their call to be an Associate by
demonstrating the care and support that make our
Spiritual Family so very special.
— Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY
2015 UPCOMING EVENTS

March 14

April 5
April 10-12
		

Core Team Meeting
Easter Sunday

PHJCs Coming Home to
Mishawaka/South Bend

April 24-25 Companions on the Journey
		Retreat
May 1
		
July 18
September 26
October 23-25
		
November 7

Associating News
articles due
Core Team Meeting
Gathering XII
PHJCs Coming Home
to Chicago
Core Team Meeting

Recommitment 2015

E

arly this spring Associates will receive a
discernment booklet. These booklets, entitled
Here I Am Lord, are newly revised by your Core Team
leaders and focus on our core values and how we are
living those values in our daily lives. Some regions
will choose to work through the discernment booklet
together as a community, while others will all work
independently. Please be sure you are in contact with
your Core Team leader to see how you will use the
booklet in your region. However you choose, it is
important to do so with great seriousness and
much prayer.
Our newest Associates are not required to recommit
since they already discerned their call during this
last calendar year when they made their First
Commitment. If they would like to do so as a sign of
solidarity with the other Associates in their region,
that would be commendable.
The option to become a praying Associate was
established for those people who have been
Associates in good standing for many years, but
because of health or distance issues they cannot be

active in their regions any longer. If an Associate
feels he or she is being called to move to the category
of Praying Associate, now would be a good time to
discern that as well. We all appreciate the prayers
that are being said on our behalf. We want these
individuals to remain Associates, and we know they
are living the charism of Catherine in their own way.
Praying Associates do need to recommit.
Associates in Spirit do not need to recommit.
Associates in Spirit are Associates who are no
longer able to verbalize their desire to recommit
due to health issues. We know that in their hearts
the desire to be an Associate remains, so although
they no longer are asked to recommit, they remain
Associates for life. Should you be aware that an
Associate in your region might no longer be able to
understand the process or verbalize their desire to be
an Associate, please notify your Core Team leader or
the Associate office as soon as possible.
We ask that all the members of the Spiritual Family of
Catherine join together in praying for the Associates
during our time of discernment.

Lindenwood Retreat Offerings
April 2-5, 2015
Triduum Retreat
Thursday, 2:00 p.m. through Sunday, 2:00 p.m.

April 10-11, 2015
Listening and Responding: The Creative Spirit
Leaders: Lou Ann Karabel and Kathy Light
Friday, 4:00 p.m. through Saturday, 4:00 p.m.
April 18, 2015
Women’s Day Away
Leader: Jan Houin
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
May 29-31, 2015
As the Father Sends Me, So I Send You –
A Pentecost Retreat
Leader: Patrick Cleary-Burns
Friday, 10:00 a.m. through Sunday 4:00 p.m.

May 31 – June 5, 2015
Praying with Imagination –
The St. John’s Bible Experience
Leader: Barbara Sutton
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. through Friday, 1:00 p.m.
June 5-6, 2015
Creation in Contemporary Experience
Leader: Dr. David Moffett-Moore
Friday, 5:00 p.m. through Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

To register for any of the Lindenwood
programs, please visit its website at
www.lindenwood.org or call (574) 935-1780.
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PHJC Volunteer Program Update
By Sister Marybeth Martin, PHJC and Sister Connie Bach, PHJC

We can make a difference!
T

he PHJC Volunteer Program continues to
develop. Thank you to all who have contacted us
and shared conversations about their experience with
volunteers. It has been wonderful to gather wisdom
for our “Wisdom Basket” – ideas, resources, concerns,
questions, hopes of Sisters, Associates, Fiat Spiritus
Community members, co-workers, other religious
congregations and organizations with existing
volunteer programs. One conversation has often
led to another conversation with another individual
about another volunteer experience or program!
We offer an update of the PHJC Volunteer Program
as it is progressing through the first phase of research
and information gathering.
Catholic Volunteer Network’s initiative, From
Service to Sisterhood, “seeks to strengthen the vitality
of congregations of women religious through the
development of volunteer programs.” This Network
gave our PHJC congregation the seed money grant to
initiate a volunteer program.
In the application for the grant, we stated that
the four core values of Openness to the Spirit,
Community, Simplicity, and Dignity and Respect for
All will guide the development and implementation
of our volunteer program. We articulated ways a
volunteer program would support the vitality of
our congregation:
“Following God’s call requires a listening and generous
heart. Catherine Kasper had both, and an inner vision
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that urged her to give of herself. Through prayer she was
attentive to the Spirit within and responded in service
to her neighbors… As we assist women living out
their baptismal call of service, of living their Christian
commitment, we can walk alongside them in their journey
to deepen their relationship with God through service
and ministry… Openness to the Spirit and a ready faith
response to what God asked of her motivated Blessed
Catherine Kasper to respond with attentive, courageous
fidelity to the whisperings of the Spirit within her. Through
simple, loving service and living faith, we will witness our
volunteers experiencing God’s love in the world… As we
respond with courage to the daily challenge to be women
[and men] of faith and vision, this volunteer program will
remind us all of how we live the gospel values through our
presence and ministry to and with others…”
With our first update, we also included the Horizon
magazine (Winter, 1995) article, “Volunteers: Strangers
bearing gifts,” by Mary Ann Mueninghoff, OP. This
article is an addition to our “Wisdom Basket.” The
following paragraph from the article reminds us
of the value of a volunteer program connected to a
religious congregation.
“I would never see a volunteer program as a recruitment
tool for a congregation. Rather a volunteer program offers
promise and possibility, another added dimension that
encourages new ideas from people who can look at ministry
and community from the perspective of a short space of
time. Because the investment of time is usually shorter, the
(PHJC Volunteer Program Update, continued on page 7)

(PHJC Volunteer Program Update, continued from page 6)

objectivity of a volunteer can cut right to some key issues
in a given year. It seems important to value the one-to-two
year volunteer for exactly that… The volunteer can have
the privilege of experiencing a culture of hope, perhaps of
being transformed by an intentional faith community that
attempts to choose Christian values over the dominant
cultural patterns. The potential for mutual enrichment
is high.”
With consultation and input from various people
(within PHJC congregation and beyond), including
PHJC Elected Leadership and Brother Bob Overland, FS
(Director of Mission Integration), we formed
the Mission and Vision Statements for the
Volunteer Program.

Mission Statement
The mission of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ Volunteer Program is to offer Catholic
women unique opportunities in a faith-based
context to live out their Baptismal call by
sharing God’s presence in the world. They
commit to a time period of volunteer service
and are inspired by Openness to the Spirit,
Community, Simplicity and
Dignity and Respect for All.

Vision Statement
Volunteers will share the Poor Handmaid
Mission, Vision and Core Values as they live
and partner in the work of the Spirit alongside
Sisters and co-workers in domestic and
international ministries that champion Earth,
the poor and the disenfranchised. In a spirit of
mutuality and shared leadership, volunteers will
grow in their discernment toward service.
The next step in the development of the PHJC
Volunteer Program will be training in how to develop
a volunteer program! Later in February, We will be
attending a workshop with the Catholic Volunteer
Network in Washington, D.C. Before the workshop,
we plan to sort through our “Wisdom basket” and
have some tentative structures in place. The workshop
will help us “work” through the details to further
clarify the model and infrastructure that best suits our
PHJC congregation. It will also give us the opportunity
to further network with other religious congregations
who are developing volunteer programs. We will keep
you posted! Please pray for these efforts that we stay
open to the ways the Spirit is moving. We appreciate
your sharing ideas and resources that come to mind
along the way and for your continued support for the
future PHJC Volunteer Program.

PHJC COMING
HOME WEEKENDS
Mishawaka • South Bend
April 10-12, 2015
Chicago, Illinois
October 23-25, 2015
Minnesota • Wisconsin
June 16-18, 2016

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Northwest Indiana
October 21-23, 2016
The Center at Donaldson
April 21-23, 2017
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In Memory of Our Sisters
Sister Aline Clesen, PHJC

S

ister Aline Clesen,
PHJC passed away
December 9, 2014, at the
Catherine Kasper Home. She
was 98. She was born Marion
Clesen to John and Susan
(Sampont) Clesen in Chicago,
Illinois on August 10, 1916.
Sister Aline was the youngest
of seven children. She entered the Poor Handmaid of
Jesus Christ Community on September 3, 1934 and
professed her first vows on June 26, 1937.
For her entire career Sister Aline ministered in
education. For 64 years, she taught, or was principal,
in several schools in Southern Illinois and Chicago;
Fort Wayne, Indiana; and New Ulm, Minnesota. For
25 of those years she worked and volunteered in
the Registrars Office at Ancilla College, Donaldson,
Indiana. Sister Aline also served as organist and
sacristan at several of her ministries.
When previously asked what it means to be a
Poor Handmaid, she replied, “To me being a Poor
Handmaid means that I should first of all search
out my faith in a service of poverty, chastity and
obedience and display the spirit of simplicity as I
reach out to my Sisters in community and to others
whom I meet or work with in loving service.”
Sister Aline retired to the Catherine Kasper Home
in 2001.
Sister Helen Watkins, PHJC

S

ister Helen Watkins,
PHJC, formerly known as
Sister Nicholas, passed away
December 29, 2014, at the
Catherine Kasper Home. She
was 80 years old.
Sister Helen was born to
Elmer and E. Jeannette
(Kinnett) Watkins in Taylorville, Illinois on
September 21, 1934. She entered the Poor Handmaid
of Jesus Christ community and professed her first
vows on July 16, 1959.
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Sister Helen received her nursing degree from St.
John School of Nursing in Springfield, Illinois and
her BSN degree from Loyola University, Chicago,
Illinois. She graduated from Wayne State University,
Detroit, Michigan with her MSN. In 1981 she received
her MHA in health and hospital administration from
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Since 1955 Sister Helen ministered in healthcare
as a nurse, clinical instructor, nurse practitioner,
community health coordinator, or in administration.
Her mission experience included: St. Anne’s Hospital
and St. Elizabeth Hospital in Chicago, Illinois, Ancilla
Home Health, Parish Nurse in Whiting, Indiana,
St. Catherine Hospital in East Chicago, Indiana,
Matthew 25 Medical and Dental Clinic, Fort Wayne,
Indiana, the Catherine Kasper Home and The Center
at Donaldson.
A highlight of her ministry included her participation
in 1967 in the Vietnam Assistance Program sponsored
by the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops. The goal
of this program was to advise and train Vietnam
nurses working with refugees. Previously she
reminisced, “The time I spent in Vietnam was an
invaluable experience for me. It was good learning
about a different culture, a simpler lifestyle which
offered a chance to think, sort things out, and figure
out what’s important in life and in nursing.”
Sister Helen’s final ministry was as the Wellness
Nurse for the PHJC Sisters at the Motherhouse from
2005-2012. In 2009 when she celebrated her 50-year
jubilee as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, she
wrote, “Although our ministries have changed, we
have continued to seek and find new ways to serve
the poor, the sick and the children. I’ve never served
in a ministry where I didn’t come to love both the
people I served and the people with whom I worked.
With each change I always thought it was the best,
only to find the next change was the best.”
Sister Helen retired to the Catherine Kasper Home
in 2012 where she had previously served as the
Administrator (1988-1990).

May Sisters Aline and Helen
rest in peace!

MoonTree Studios Special Event –

Praying with Imagination: The St. John’s Bible Experience

M

oonTree
Studios and
Lindenwood Retreat
& Conference Center
are sponsoring a
special, rare retreat
this spring: Praying
with Imagination:
The St. John’s Bible
Experience. Beginning
on Sunday
afternoon, May 31
through Friday, June
5, 2015, this beautiful
experience combines
the “Seeing the
Word” prayer process
– learning the rhythm of visio divina – each morning,
with experience of the book arts in the afternoon.
Participants work directly with a master artist to
ground their own spirituality through developing
their artistic imagination, learning new techniques
and spiritual art practices, especially calligraphy,
watercolor, pastels and binding.

monumental in size. When opened, the two-page
spread is three-feet wide. Producing The Saint John’s
Bible was itself monumental. It began in 1998, when
Saint John’s Abbey and University in Collegeville,
Minnesota commissioned world-renowned
calligrapher and illuminator Donald Jackson to
lead the project, and the final word, “Amen,” was
penned on May 9, 2011. It is the first handwritten and
illuminated Bible, using entirely medieval techniques
and materials, to be commissioned by a Benedictine
monastery since the invention of the printing press
more than 500 years ago.
Registration ends at midnight Friday, May 8, 2015.
To learn more about the Praying with Imagination
retreat or other of our experiences, or to register, see
www.moontreestudios.org or www.lindenwood.org
or call (574) 935-1712.

Two volumes of The Saint John’s Bible, Heritage
Edition will be present at Ancilla Chapel and The
Center at Donaldson for Mass, 9:00 a.m. on Sunday,
May 31. In addition, Wisdom Books and Gospels and
Acts will be on display for public viewing during
the afternoon.
The Heritage Edition is a full-size, fine art
reproduction of The Saint John’s Bible. The Bible is

The Center at Donaldson — Experiencing the Unexpected
At The Center at Donaldson you can…

pray, attend college classes, retire to an independent living apartment,
receive long-term nursing care or short-term rehabilitation, learn to
care for the earth, participate in a retreat or conference, learn to weave
or create with clay AND buy natural beef.

www.TheCenterAtDonaldson.org
Sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
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Upcoming Events at John XXIII Retreat Center
Hartford City, Indiana
March 7, 2015
Women’s Lenten Retreat –
“Praying with the Stations of the Cross”
Led by Kathy Light and Lou Ann Karabel
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

March 13-15, 2015
“Quilting Retreat”
Led by Catherine Diekemper and prayers by
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Friday, 6:30 p.m. through Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
March 17, April 21, May 19 and June 16, 2015
Tuesday “Dream Group”
Join in for a pot-luck dinner and reflecting on our
dreams as Saint Joseph did.
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 19 and March 26, 2015
“Lenten Prayer and Lunch”
March 19 – Theme of St. Joseph’s Table:
An Age Old Tradition
March 26 – Theme of Holy Week by
Father Alan Naseman, C.PP.S.
11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
March 27 – April 2, 2015
“Holy Week Directed Retreat”
Choose the number of days and choose
direction from Patrick Cleary-Burns or
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Friday, 6:00 p.m. through Thursday, 8:30 p.m.
April 1, 2015
Natural Egg Decorating
Wednesday, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
April 2, 2015
“Seder Meal”
Thursday, 5:00 p.m.
April 9, 2015
“Day of Renewal – Thérèse of Lisieux:
Wisdom’s Daughter and Story of A Soul”
Facilitated by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC, the
topics for the day will be: “Mentored by Teresa and
John” and “Doctor of the Church”
Thursday, 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
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April 24-26, 2015
“Men’s Spring Retreat”
Continuing the theme of St. Francis with the topic:
Integrity and Community
Led by Father Keith Hosey, Rick Wilson and
Dave Jolliff
Friday, 6:30 p.m. through Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
May 3 and June 7, 2015
“Writing for the Soul”
Facilitated by a different featured writer each month
Sundays, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
May 7, 2015
“Day of Renewal – Thérèse of Lisieux:
Wisdom’s Daughter and Story of A Soul”
Facilitated by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC,
the topics for the day will be: “Thérèse’s Biblical
Imagination” and “Disciple and Spouse of Jesus
of Nazareth”
Thursday, 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
June 4, 2015
“Day of Renewal – Thérèse of Lisieux:
Wisdom’s Daughter and Story of A Soul”
Facilitated by Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC, the
topics for the day will be: “Thérèse: The Little
Way – A Way of Love and Wisdom for a More
Contemplative Church”
Thursday, 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
June 22-26, 2015
“Prophets Retreat”
Each day will feature a spotlight on the prophets
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Jeremiah
Led by Father Alan Naseman, C.PP.S.
Monday, 10:00 a.m. through Friday, 1:00 p.m.
For more information or to register call
John XXIII Retreat Center at (888) 882-1391 or email
john23rd@sbcglobal.net.

Timeline Tales

By Julie Dessauer, Former Communications Assistant, The Center at Donaldson

who sent a group of Sisters to run the hospital. On
May 4, 1869, St. Joseph Hospital was opened. The
Sisters were still scrubbing the walls when the first
patient was admitted. Rates for a weekly stay were
$6.00 which paid for food and lodging. The poor paid
according to their means. During the first year of
operation, the hospital had 20 patients. Beginning in
1870 the city paid St. Joseph Hospital to care for the
poor; by 1871 the hospital had treated 243 patients.

Timeline Tales is a series of articles from “The Center at
Donaldson Ripples” reprinted with permission
St. Joseph Hospital
Fort Wayne, Indiana
May 1869

St. Paul School
Fort Wayne, Indiana
October 1869

1869 • St. Joseph Hospital • Fort Wayne, Indiana
1869 • St. Paul School • Fort Wayne, Indiana

S

t. Joseph Hospital: One of the first missions of
the Poor Handmaids was to run a newly acquired
hotel-turned hospital in Fort Wayne. The need was
great due to a smallpox epidemic. The community
could do little for the victims, especially the poor,
except to quarantine them. Bishop Luers purchased a
65-room Hotel (Rockhill House) and the community
set out to raise money to start the hospital. Bishop
Luers recruited the services of the Poor Handmaids,

St. Paul School: The first parochial school conducted
by the Poor Handmaids in this country was St. Paul’s
Parish at Fort Wayne. They took charge of the school
on October 5, 1869. Sister Athanasia began teaching
the lower grades and Miss Clementine Koenig taught
the upper grades until she died in May 1870. At that
time Sister Clarentia took the lower grades and St.
Athanasia the higher; between them they had 150
pupils in 1871.
References:
•

The Diocese of Fort Wayne, 1857 – September
1907 – a book of historical reference by Herman
Joseph Alerding

•

The PHJC American Province History and Chronicles

Directory Updates

Please note the following changes in your 2015 Sister/Associate/Fiat Spiritus directories:

New Email Addresses:
4Sister Marybeth Martin
mmartin@poorhandmaids.org
(Update on p. 50)
4Margie Pixey
mpixey@poorhandmaids.org
(Update on p. 57, 68)

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
are on Facebook!
http://facebook.poorhandmaids.org
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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
TO S O U T H E R N I L L I N O I S

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

T

he Poor Handmaids are “Coming Home” to the Mishawaka and South
Bend area. The purpose is to reconnect with the people in some of the
areas in which Poor Handmaids have ministered and share who they have
been over the years, who they are today, and who they hope to be in the
future. Everyone is invited!
FRIDAY, APRIL 10

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. EDT –
Young Adult Gathering
Young
adults will(574)
gather
P.O. BOX 1, DONALDSON, INDIANA
46513-0001
936-9936 for reflection,
www.poorhandmaids.org/cominghome
prayer, food and discussion about
discernment in their lives
St. Pius X Parish • Granger, Indiana

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. –
Reunion for former Poor Handmaids and
Ancilla Domini High School Alumnae
at Marian High School
Mishawaka, Indiana
2:00 p.m. – Festival at Marian High School
Food, children’s games, music and a
variety of fun activities

SUNDAY, APRIL 12
9:00 a.m. – Prayer Service at
Catholic Cemetery,
Jefferson and Liberty, Mishawaka, Indiana
Honoring the Poor Handmaids buried
in the cemetery
10:30 a.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy,
Bishop Crowley Activity Center,
Marian High School
12:00 p.m. – Brunch and
PHJC Past, Present and Future presentation,
Main Gym, Marian High School
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

For more information and to register by March 27 for the festival and other
exciting events, visit www.poorhandmaids.org/cominghome or
call Julie Dowd at (574) 935-1768.
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