D GATHERIN
R
O
G
W

Years of Poor Handmaid Presence in America

Word Gathering Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Fall 2018 l Vol. 39, No. 3

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Poor Handmaids of Je
sus
Ch
ris
t

ur

e

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Design
Sarah Perschbacher

Proofreader
Sister Linda Volk, PHJC
Editorial Board
Barbara Allison
Matthew Celmer
Julie Dowd
J. Chad Kebrdle
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC
Amanda Maynard
Sarah Perschbacher
Libby Riggs
Cheri Ringer
Adam Thada
Christopher Thelen
Ruth VanVactor
Word Gathering is published quarterly
by the American Province of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ of Donaldson,
Indiana for Sisters of the Province,
Associate Community, members of the Fiat
Spiritus Community and friends. Contents
of Word Gathering are not official, nor do
they necessarily reflect the views of PHJC
Provincial Leadership.
Contact Information
Word Gathering
P. O. Box 1
Donaldson, IN 46513
www.poorhandmaids.org
jdowd@poorhandmaids.org
ThePoorHandmaidsofJesusChrist
poorhandmaids
Paper
The paper used to print Word Gathering
is certified through the Forest Stewardship
Council. We care about all of creation.
Please recycle.
Share our stories with others by sharing
Word Gathering with friends and family.

3

Prayer to Saint Katharina Kasper

4

Family, Friends, Sisters, and Former Sisters
Come Home to Celebrate

8

Sisters' Gift to Holy Father Reflects Shared Values

10

Embrace Change

12

Discerning the Call as a PHJC Associate

14

30 Years of Service in Mexico

16

Living the Constitution in Our Lives

18

Vibrant Present: The Blessing of Teaching
English to Immigrants

20

Memorial Prayer Garden Offers Tranquility
in Every Season

21

Walking Was Wonderful!

22

Women's Online Discernment Group

23

The Hundred-fold Blessing of Service

24

The Journey of God's Will

26

Inspired by God, Together Forward

28

Empowered: A 3-part Electron Story

30

HEAL Farm Market

31

In Memory

Cover: Word Gathering turns 40! The first issue (top, right)

was published under the direction of Sister Mary Baird,
PHJC. She said, “Word Gathering happened because people
didn’t know about the good things Poor Handmaids were
doing and Poor Handmaids didn’t know that much about
each other, either. So, the idea was simple; gather the stories.
It is an expression of how our lives are rooted in the Word to
whom they have all said “Yes!”

Almighty God, Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your
beloved Son into the world.
In selfless love he wanted to lead
people to you.
His death on the cross and
resurrection are the beginning of
a new creation and the origin of
the Church, that you have chosen
as a holy people.
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Like the servant of God, and like
Mary, the handmaid of the Lord,
Saint Katharina Kasper felt called
to serve the people.

Help us to serve the people
according to your will and in it
to seek your honor and fulfill our
mission.

Your will was the guideline for
her thoughts and actions.

For this, we pray in the Holy
Spirit through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Through prayer, the Spirit gave
her guidance and support
in the signs of the times.

– Bishop Dr. Georg Bätzing
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when she “tagged along” with cousin Sister
Annemarie Kampwerth to a family gathering.

Family, Friends, Sisters, and Former Sisters

By Barbara Allison, Communications and Sisters Linda Volk and Kathy Haas, PHJC

As tour groups gathered and guests mingled on
Saturday, August 18, the second day of Coming
Home to Celebrate, Margie Bissonnette of St. John,
Indiana sat alone in Ancilla Domini Chapel. A few
minutes later, she emerged from her silent prayer
and was greeted by Sister Shirley Bell. “I had to
spend some time in the chapel and be thankful for
all of this,” she said. “It’s pure joy reconnecting
with everyone.” Margie was one of the hundreds
of Ancilla Domini High School alumna, former
Poor Handmaid Sisters and current American and
international Poor Handmaids, family members,
friends, and many others to Come Home to
celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Poor Handmaid
presence in America.
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Joy, gratitude, and community were common
sentiments expressed by attendees. Bill Liechty of
Berne, Indiana, husband of former Poor Handmaid
Margie (Neibrugge) Liechty, has come to love the
Sisters as much as his wife. “They’re very outgoing,
welcoming, and dedicated to their work,” Bill said.
When he and Margie visit, the Sisters always treat
him like family. Bernice (Kampwerth) Toennies,
another Ancilla Domini High School student whose
two aunts became Poor Handmaids, agreed. “I’ve
been coming here since I was little,” she said as
she enjoyed one of the guided campus tours led
by Sister Marybeth Martin. “You can still feel the
sisterhood, even after forty years.” She fondly
remembered the first time she met Sister Michele
Dvorak, her Ancilla Domini High School classmate,
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Sister Therese Irene Galarneau, who came
home from Valdosta, Georgia, thinks Saint-elect
Katharina Kasper would’ve found much joy in
both the weekend celebration and with how her
charism has flourished. “I still feel we’re walking
in her footsteps,” she said. “We’ve spread out
to nine different countries, and we’re growing
again. The Spirit is still here.” Former PHJC Sister
and long-time volunteer Joyce Oboy of Chicago
concurs. “Katharina would be overwhelmed by
all the different ministries the Sisters are involved
in, especially those related to social justice. We
welcome immigrants; we comfort the homeless and
veterans,” Joyce said. And another former Poor
Handmaid, Jo Ann Swip added, “Everyone still
wants to be a part of this.”
In his Sunday homily at the Mass celebrating the
150th Anniversary, Bishop Kevin Rhoades of the Fort
Wayne-South Bend Diocese said, “It’s amazing to
think that 245 of the 297 professed German Sisters
volunteered for the difficult mission to America,
evidence of the faith-filled and self-sacrificing
service of the early Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ, a spirit that lives on today.” Calling the
Poor Handmaids true women of the Eucharist, he
noted, “So many people, young and old, have been
nourished by the teaching and the loving care and
compassion of the Poor Handmaids.”
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As she welcomed guests to the Mass, PHJC
Provincial Sister Judith Diltz said that it’s good
to mine past blessings of the last 150 years. “The
trust and courage and listening heart of Saint-tobe Katharina Kasper were certainly reflected in
the trust and courage of her Sister followers,” she
said. “We didn’t discern the way of God alone,” she
noted, giving thanks to Bishops, clergy, Sisters from
other communities, family, friends and so many
of our partners in the work of the Spirit who have
served along with the Sisters for 150 years.
As she stepped on the Motherhouse elevator
following Sunday’s reception, Sister Eileen Sullivan
was nostalgic. “It’s been wonderful to look at all of
the people who have come back; the very fact that
they’ve come back means their hearts were touched.
They carry that with them.”
Sister Joyce Diltz capped it off by reflecting, “What
grace, energy and love were just everywhere, and I
like to think about how that is rippling out to all the
places we and our guests have returned to!”
1. Stations of the Land tour
2. Sunday Liturgy
3. Ancilla College
4. Cemetery Service
5. Ancilla Domini Chapel
6. Reunion memorabilia
7. Cemetery Service
8. Sunday Liturgy
9. Ancilla Domini High School
class of 1977 members

10. Pontoon rides on
Lake Gilbraith
11. Ecological bus tour
12. Catherine Kasper Home
13. MoonTree Studios
14. ADHS reunion
15. PHJC International update
16. Heritage Room
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Sisters' Gift to
Holy Father
Reflects Shared
Values

By Barbara Allison, Communications

Following the March
announcement that Blessed
Catherine Kasper will be
canonized as Saint Katharina
Kasper, several Poor Handmaid
Sisters began creating a gift to
present to Pope Francis when
they meet him in Rome. Honoring
the Holy Father’s deep respect
for and commitment to refugees,
especially those fleeing wartorn Syria, MoonTree Studios
Sisters Mary Baird and Nancy
Raboin weaved an eight-by-four
foot cotton and silk tablecloth
to present to him, along with a
beautiful basket of food.
The project required the making of
two tablecloths, a trial one where
the weavers worked out ideas,
and a second, flawless one for the
Pope, who often shares meals with
refugees in his home. “Then they
can eat on something beautiful,”
said Sister Nancy. A bias hem,
which will line the underside of
the tablecloth, have the names
of every Sister of the American
Province embroidered on it. Sisters
Joyce Diltz, Margaret Anne Henss,
Kathleen Kelley, Barbara Kuper,

Pat Peters, Cathy Schwemer, and
Eileen Sullivan undertook this
unique part of the project.
“The example of selfless love
and humble service set forth
by Jesus at the Last Supper is
the foundation of the Catholic
Church's mission in the world,”
Pope Francis has said. “Jesus tells
how we should love: until the
end.” The Holy Father’s service
as a true shepherd of his flock,
aligns perfectly with Saint-elect
Katharina’s charism to listen
attentively to the Spirit and serve
all God’s children, particularly the
poor. “In the Gospels, Jesus said,
‘Tend my flock, feed my sheep,’”
Sister Nancy noted.
As they worked out the details
on the loom for the bias hem,
Sisters Mary and Nancy adjusted
the treadles. The treadles are foot
pedals that lift the warp threads
(those running vertically through
the piece) so that the shuttle
containing the weft thread (those
that run horizontally) can pass
through, creating the weave. “We
can use the middle four,” Sister

Mary noted as she observed
the subtle pattern of white and
ecru. The project is massive, so
it took place in both MoonTree’s
fiber studio and in two areas of
the MoonTree Lodge, where an
antique loom made of African
black walnut, one of only four
in the United States, was used to
weave the tablecloth itself.
On another day, Sisters Mary
and Nancy counted out the warp
threads on the African black
walnut loom for the tablecloth
(1,152 are in the piece) strung
between numerous heddles. It’s
the placement of the thread into
each heddle, which is attached
to the treadles, that create the
pattern. Things got complicated
as they counted out the heddle
numbers. “Five, six, two,” Sister
Mary said. “No, it’s a one,” Sister
Nancy said back to her. “How
could that happen?” Intense
laughter ensued as the Sisters
undid the previous few heddle
threads and began the process
over, repeating the heddle
number out loud as they passed a
thread through each one.

After a few false starts, Sister
Nancy got the heddles threaded
correctly with the help of Sisters
Connie Bach, Mary Baird, and
Marlene Ann Lama. Once all
1,152 warp threads were in place,
Sister Nancy wove steadily at
about six to twelve inches of cloth
per day. Sister Eileen also went to
MoonTree each day to weave the
bias hem.
As beautiful as this gift is,
much more will be needed in
the coming decades to serve
the refugees so dear to the
Holy Father and to Saintelect Katharina. According
to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees,
more than a billion people could
become displaced over the next
50 years if the political will to
address climate change does not
overcome its inertia. Currently,
drought, desertification, cropfailure, and natural disasters like
storms and wildfires continue to
rob people of their livelihoods
and displace them from their
homelands. War often results
from such disasters. Reductions

in fertile farmland and lack of
access to fresh water contributed
heavily to the war in Darfur and
to the current displacement of
millions of Syrians, one of the
greatest humanitarian crises the
world has ever seen.
With the publication of Laudato Si’
in 2015, Pope Francis elucidated
the interconnectedness of us
all, and how the abuse of the
environment disproportionately
affects the poor. Our decisions
related to wealth, consumption,
and distribution are not made in
a vacuum. They have a profound
impact on the planet, especially
for the less fortunate. The Holy
Father sets an example of dignity
and respect for all, much like
Saint-elect Katharina did before
him and the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ do today in their
adoption of the Earth Charter and
their sustained, joyful service to
the poor.
Right: PHJC Sisters Nancy and Mary
measure fibers for the tablecloth. Middle:
Antique loom. Left: Sisters work on the
bias hem.
Fall 2018
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Transformation can be a difficult
process. Today is familiar and
comfortable, so we hold on to
it. What we will be tomorrow
if we change is unknown,
uncertain, and so we resist
it. Why become something
new and different when our
current state is satisfactory?
The monarch caterpillar
might be content to remain a
caterpillar. It is relatively safe
chomping away at milkweed
all day with a color scheme that
keeps most predators away. Its
transformation process places
it at a considerably higher level
of risk. The slightest damage to
the chrysalis can be catastrophic.
The reward for this vulnerability,
however, is new life.

By Matthew Celmer, MoonTree Studio Coordinator
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At the Pandotopia Blitz at
Maryknoll in Monrovia,
California, the question of
transformation was on most
people’s minds. Like the
monarch caterpillar, this
transformation is not one of
choice, but one of existential
necessity. I was fortunate enough
to attend this event alongside
Sister Margaret Ann Henss,
Sister Michele Dvorak, and Sister
Mary Baird representing the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
Hosted by the Plante Moran
Religious Institutes Services
Group and Pando Populus, the
event included representatives

of six other women religious
communities from New York,
California, Pennsylvania, and
Illinois.
Pando Populus, named after a
106-acre one-tree forest in Utah
that grows from a single root is
a nonprofit focused on ecology,
social justice, and the issues
that unite and underlie them.
Their collaboration with the
Maryknoll Sisters in Monrovia
is serving as an innovative use
of their property that may have
otherwise been sold off. The
purpose of Pando at Maryknoll is
to serve as a residential research
park for integral ecology to
model, experiment, and learn.
This idea of integral ecology
served as the main theme for
the conference. A key concept
of Pope Francis’ encyclical,
Laudato Si’, integral ecology is
essentially an understanding
that all things are connected.
This interconnectivity highlights
the point that according to
Pope Francis, “We are not faced
with two separate crises, one
environmental and the other
social, but rather one complex
crisis, which is both social and
environmental.” Because of
this, “Strategies for a solution
demand an integrated approach
to combating poverty, restoring
dignity to the excluded, and at

the same time protecting nature.”
Philosophical theologian
and founding chair of Pando
Populus, John Cobb Jr., pointed
to Laudato Si’ as a “fundamental
changing of thought,”
and “rejection of modern
assumptions.” This “metanoia”
is leading to a new naturalism
that emphasizes organic thinking
over mechanistic thinking.
According to John, “modernism
is nihilistic” as a result of the
Cartesian mindset in which the
“principle of modernity is that
there is no purpose to nature.”
This view of nature as having no
intrinsic purpose has led to many
academic institutions removing
value from their curriculum
models. In John’s eyes, valuefree information and research
is the downfall of collegiate
institutions. If there are no
values, then the only value that
remains is money.
John believes, “religious
communities have more
potential for radical change
than universities.” The different
women religious communities
present at the conference
supported that belief because to
each one of them the dignity of
life and care for creation have
always been more important
than money and that is what
brought them all together.
Fall 2018 11

All are trying to determine how best
to hand down their legacies to future
generations, protecting the environment.
Each community hoping to maintain
their mission and values seemed to be
in unanimous agreement with John
that, “This economistic, mechanical,
technological world that worships money
is not what we want.” We must ask,
“What does Laudato Si’ call for in the
field of education? In food production?
Moderate reform is not enough. We
have to think about it from different
assumptions. We need a different kind of
economy in food production, in health, in
education.”
In Donaldson, we have ministries in
each of these fields. Our presence in
California, as here in Indiana, is visible
and powerful. We can continue to be a
caterpillar and feed on the milkweed
or we can take the steps towards
transformation. The caterpillar does not
feed off the milkweed simply to feed,
but for the purpose of transforming,
in order that it might create new life.
It must generate enough mass for this
process and then undergo the risks of
its chrysalid stage. Have we generated
enough mass to transform? Do we have
the courage to be vulnerable in order that
we may transform? We can be caterpillars
crawling in the massive fields of food
production, health, and education or we
can be butterflies reaching new heights
never thought possible, raising up those
we serve and the world around us.
Love for our neighbor begins and ends
with care for the
environment.
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as a PHJC
Associate

Discerning the
There are relationships in life that cannot be
expressed in words. You can do your best to
describe it to someone, but unless the person has
had a personal experience, words cannot capture or
describe the relationship.
Things such as

LOVE, CHARISM, VOCATION OR CALL
must be individually experienced since they are
unique personal encounters with reality. Such is
the call of an Associate to the commitment to live
the charism of our foundress St. Katharina Kasper
through the practice of the core values of simplicity,
openness to the Spirit, community, and dignity and
respect for all.
Vatican II birthed new life in various movements
in the Church, one of which is that of the
Associate relationship with the spirituality of
religious congregations. This is based on the call
to personify in our everyday lives the charism of
the congregation. Charism is an experience of the
Spirit, a spiritual dimension of the gospel that one
feels impelled to live, continually deepen, reveal
and proclaim. For some, such as St. Katharina
Kasper, the gift of the charism is born within
them through a dynamic and unique encounter
with God’s Spirit. For many, it is the influence of
a person’s life and spirituality that attracts us to
the charism that this person embodies. We feel a
kinship, a sense of belonging and an encounter

By Libby Riggs, Director Associates

with the divine through the
charism. It begins to dominate
our interior life leading us to
actions, choices, and decisions in
our exterior life that are guided
by the charism.
Saint Katharina had a most
attentive ear to the physical and
spiritual needs of her neighbor
and a courageous risking heart
that responded generously,
seeing this response as the
manifestation of God’s will
in her life. She was ardently
involved, especially with the
underprivileged, through
presence, prayer, and action with
the ministries of her day. And yet
she did not measure the fruit of
the ministry by its success but
by faithful adherence to the call
of the Gospel. She trusted in the
lead of providence and let go of
any unnecessary anxiety. This is
the non-attachment of attentive
love that leads to the courage of
a loving heart for healthy and
humble risk-taking.
While Sisters, members of
the Fiat Spiritus Community
and Associates feel called and

committed to following in the
footsteps of Katharina, it is
important to also recognize
that many co-workers, board
members of PHJC ministries
and family members of any and
all of these can also encounter
an invitation from the Spirit
to resonate with the charism.
Many tell the stories of how
their lives have changed when
they experienced this charism
first through a Sister, Associate,
family member, Fiat Spiritus
member or co-worker and felt it
meeting with something already
present and stirring in their own
interior lives.
Perhaps you have experienced
this through others. Some are
changed by experiencing the
charism and satisfied with how
it touched or changed their
life. For others, it becomes an
inextinguishable flame that
desires continued kindling.
Perhaps you yearn to know
more, experience more, and
understand more about the
Poor Handmaid charism or to
be in community with those
who live it.

Sister Joetta Huelsmann,
speaking on the meaning of
discernment during our spring
retreat with Associate candidates,
described discernment as an
everyday perceptive process that
helps each of us determine what
God is calling us to do or to be
during a particular time in life.
Perhaps you feel a desire to share
in a community of people who
commit to deepening this desire
to go out into the world and
share the spirit of Katharina? Do
you feel a desire to deepen your
spirituality that connects people
of different faiths through faith
sharing, prayer, and service to
the less fortunate? Do you feel
a yearning to be a part of the
more universal church that goes
beyond the four walls of your
church building and reaches out
into the world?
If you would like to consider the
Associate Community, please
contact Director, Libby Riggs at
lriggs@poorhandmaids.org or
P.O. Box 1, Donaldson, IN 46513
or by calling 574-936-9936.
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30 Years
of Service in Mexico

By Sisters Tony Garcia Perez, PHJC and Dr. Frances Jean Gallinatti, PHJC
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When we first planned an
article for the celebration
of our thirty years in
Mexico we had no idea
God would surprise us by
incorporating our festivities
with the canonization of Saint
Katharina Kasper. It is with
joy that we can tie our thirtieth
anniversary with the grand
celebration of our new saint.
In Coatzacoalcos a celebration
of a Mass of thanksgiving
in the cathedral with Bishop
Rutilo Muñoz Zamora will be
on November
3, 2018. A
reception
will follow
for friends,
benefactors,
employees
and
associates.
Our Sisters
in Querétaro
will celebrate

Mass with Bishop Faustino
Armendáriz Jiménez in the
cathedral on October 14,
2018. Support from clergy
and friends have been
magnanimous.
Here is a glimpse of
1988–2018. In June 1988 the
American Province Chapter of
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ unanimously approved
the opening of a mission in
Coatzacoalcos. On August 28,
1988 Sister Marilyn Haselhorst
accompanied by Provincial
councilor Sister Jolise May
arrived at the new convent.
Just as our community
symbol involves ripples,
during our thirty years under
Saint Katharina Kasper’s
loving eyes our charism and
spirituality have rippled
into educational, pastoral,
health and social services to
thousands of persons in the

Diocese of Coatzacoalcos
and since 1993 also in the
Diocese of Querétaro, for our
ministries in both Querétaro
and San Ildefonso.
The Mexican mission became
a Pro-region in 2012 and in
2014 left the tutorage of the
American Province when all
four Pro-regions (Mexico,
Brazil, Kenya, and Nigeria)
were organized under the
leadership of the General
Council in Germany.
Nine Sisters from the
American Province have
served in Mexico and there are
presently seven native Poor
Handmaids, two postulants,
and an aspirant in five houses.
We pray our ripples continue
throughout Mexico and if God
so wills, beyond.

1. Picture from the tenth anniversary: Sisters Marilyn Haselhorst, Frances Jean Gallinatti,
Barbara Kober, Jean Christianson, Bishop Carlos Talavera, Sisters Edith Schneider,
Jolise May and Kathleen Quinn. 2. Sisters Edith and Marilyn missioning ceremony to
Coatzacoalcos, August 1988. 3. Dr. Frances Jean in a rural visit for health ministry.
4. Associates of Coatzacoalcos celebrate the canonization announcement with the Sisters.
5. Postulant Yessica, Sister Silveria and Postulant Ilsy. 6. The present professed members of
the Pro-region of Mexico.
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Living the Constitution in Our Lives
By Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC, Provincial Councilor

Day two focused on the vow of Poverty as well as
the topic of “Blessed are the Poor in Spirit.” Taking
the line from the constitution: “Although Jesus was
God, he did not cling to his divinity but chose to
share our human life with all its limitations, joys,
and sorrows” set the tone for the day.

“Apostolic Living and Christian Ministry” filled the
final day. This day compared the Sisters’ calling to
that of the disciples and how they live out the call
today to witness. One of the quotes from the PHJC
Constitution that was reflected upon was: “One
should be able to recognize the members more by
their love and simplicity than by any specific form
of ministry.” The Sisters reflected on how being the
presence of Christ in the world to all they meet and
serve is so much more important than the ministry
that they do.

“Celibacy and Spiritual Fruitfulness” were the
themes for the third day. Emphasized from the

Throughout the retreat, poetry, music and art
were used. Each group colored a cloth mandala, a

circular spiritual symbol. A mandala is often used
to help center oneself for meditation.

other scriptures were reflected on as well as
personal examples of how to live out this vow.
Examples of how Katharina lived in obedience, as
well as Mary and Jesus were given.

This past winter Sister Flora Vedamuthu, Provincial
of the southern PHJC Province in India, asked
Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC if she could conduct
three six-day retreats for the Indian Sisters on the
Constitution of the PHJCs. From June 13 to July
2 Sister Joetta met in Bangalore with 103 Sisters

propagation of virtue through example, instruction,
and prayer.” The theological virtues of faith, hope,
and charity were examined as well as the four
cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, temperance,
and courage. Examples were given of how
Katharina lived out those virtues as well as the

in smaller groups. With the canonization of Saint
Katharina Kasper, it was a perfect time to go deeper
into the themes of the constitution which gives
guidelines and challenges to the life of a Poor
Handmaid.

Blessed Virgin Mary. Humility was also reflected
upon regarding one’s total dependence on God as
Katharina witnessed in her life. The question was
raised “How do Poor Handmaids live out these
virtues in their lives today?”

constitution was: “This vow becomes a source
of spiritual fruitfulness. It gives witness to the
transcendent meaning of the love of Christ, which
through the power of the Holy Spirit can reach
perfection even in weak human beings.”

The introductory talk on the first night focused on
the Statutes of the “Pious Society” that was written
by Katharina in 1842. At this time, Katharina had
gathered women to pray and minister together.
She wrote, “The purpose of our society is the

The remaining five days consisted of two talks each
day along with morning and evening prayer, small
group sharing and time for individual conferences
with Sister Joetta. Day one’s topic was “Obedience
and Doing God’s Will.” The Annunciation and

The fourth day addressed “Community and
The Challenge of Community Life.” The Acts
of the Apostles 2:42-47 was examined as well as
community life compared to the early church.
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As the retreats ended, the Sisters all felt there was
much to meditate on because each delved deeper
into the meaning of the PHJC Constitution for their
life today.
Right: Sister Joetta with the Sisters from the southern PHJC
Province. Middle: Sisters Tomilde, Joetta, and Sunitha at the
palace in Mysore, India. Left: Sisters performing a thank you
skit after the first retreat.
Fall 2018 17

The

Blessing

of Teaching
English to Immigrants

By Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC

I have been teaching English to
Hispanic adults in the Plymouth
Library since February 2016.
What a blessing it is for me and
for my students!
I began with two students in
Level 1 and two students in Level
2. Since that time, both classes
have grown to approximately
8–12 students. Sometimes there
is rapid turnover, but there is a
core group of about ten who have
been with me most of these two
and a half years.

Vibrant Present
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For the past 150 years, we Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ
have served the needs of people
in America. Our first Sisters
emigrated from Germany
and our first ministry was to
immigrants who came to this
country in search of justice,
freedom of religion, improved
economies, and peace – not
unlike the wishes of today’s
immigrants. We have been
blessed to be able to accompany
and serve immigrant and refugee
communities, to welcome the
stranger, and to care for those
most in need.

We continue our ministry
among the immigrants today.
Sister Edith Schneider teaches
English as a Second Language
in the local community. Her
love for the Hispanic people
stems from her many years in
Mexico, Bolivia, Nicaragua, and
Honduras.
The Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ stand in unity with our
immigrant and refugee brothers
and sisters. ~ from PHJC
Congregational Stance.

Why do so many drop out? Is it
lack of interest? Lack of ability?
Discouragement? Boring teacher?
Lack of time? Moving to another
area? I will let the students speak
for themselves, quoting from
eight little compositions about
their experience of studying
English.
Unanimously, they expressed
the need to learn English, the
language of this country, in order
to communicate with people
in general, on their job, when
they take their children to the
doctor, and with the schools.
“When I have an appointment,
sometimes I can’t understand,
and my daughter needs to help

me. Always she smiles about me
because I speak very bad.”
Several have studied on and off
for seven years or so, while most
of them have one to three years
of studying. One student was an
English teacher in Mexico. No
wonder she has more fluency
than her classmates!
Here are some typical answers to
the question, “Do you find class
easy, hard, fun, or boring? And
what do you like most?”
“My class is easy when I
understand, hard when I don’t
understand nothing, a little fun,
never boring, but for me, it is very
difficult.” “I like learning new
vocabulary. I don’t like it when
I can’t speak it well and I get
confused.” “I understand English
when the people talk slowly, but I
don’t understand it when people
speak fast.” “We learn many
words each day and sometimes
we have mistakes, but we learn
from mistakes. (Frequently) I
don’t talk; I’m nervous when
people talk to me and I can’t
answer.”
“I like English class because it is
fun and I study with classmates.”

“I like class because my teacher
is very patient.” “I like the class
most when I go to my kids’
appointment and I understand all
that the doctor says. Then I feel
very good with myself.”
So, when there is such good
will, such desire to learn, such
gratitude for my teaching,
why do we advance so slowly?
One reason is the difficulty of
schedules- responsibilities at
work, at home, with children
- versus energy level. Another
reason is age. The younger we are
when we learn another language,
the easier it is. Kindergarten,
grade school, high school –
excellent ages. College age and in
one’s twenties – still pretty easy.
The thirties and forties – much
more challenging. The fifties –
(yes, I have had a few) – almost
impossible.
After 26 years in Mexico, and
now four years back in the
States, I am finally feeling more
“at home,” – thanks in large
measure to my Mexican and
Honduran students, with whom
we can laugh and remember our
Hispanic roots as we grow into
the United States culture.
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Walking Was
Wonderful!

By Amanda Maynard, Director of Development
Operations, Ancilla Systems Inc.

Saturday, June 9, dawned rainy and gloomy, but
the weather didn’t prevent well over 200 loyal
supporters from attending the 19th Annual Walk
for Sojourner Truth House!

Memorial Prayer Garden Offers
Tranquility in Every Season

These spirited walkers visited the registration
area, picked up their T-shirts, checked out the
vendor tables and ate Sno-Cones and other snacks.
On trips inside for building tours, they watched
a looping video of the previous day’s PHJC Walk
at The Center at Donaldson. All the while, groups
of children played supervised games in Froebel
Park. Everyone gathered for the pre-Walk warmup, then removed their rain gear when the skies
cleared just in time for the Walk!

Sojourner Truth House is grateful to all the
sponsors and volunteers who made the day
possible, as well as to all those who support
their efforts to assist homeless women and their
children through the Walk for STH. The event
raised over $92,000, which goes a long way toward
supporting the programs STH offers their clients
as they work to find their way back onto a stable
path in life.

Save the date

20TH ANNIVERSARY WALK
Saturday, June 8, 2019

By Alicia Hammonds, Donor Relations Officer

As we transition from summer to fall and winter,
the Prayer Garden at The Center at Donaldson
changes, as well. While the days are colder, and
colors are turning to reds and oranges, the garden
always remains a calming experience to reflect and
feel a closer connection to God and Earth.
If you have been to visit the prayer garden in the
summer with the vibrant flowers and sounds of
nature, be sure not to miss the beautiful transition
into the end of the year. The changing colors and
cooler temperatures, offer a whole new experience.
This sacred space started as a dream of Sister
Consilia Danyi, PHJC and Sister Erwin Huelskamp,
PHJC to develop a prayer garden located on the
grounds of the Ancilla Domini Convent. They
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envisioned a quiet, contemplative space for prayer
and reflection overlooking Lake Gilbraith. While
the garden has undergone renovations since its
original creation, it has truly become the space that
PHJC Sisters Erwin and Consilia had envisioned.
We invite you to visit the prayer garden, take a
moment to reflect on the changing seasons, enjoy
the sounds of the lake, or just walk the path reading
the names and messages on the memorial bricks.
Commemorative bricks are sold as a way to honor
or memorialize a loved one or as a remembrance of
a special occasion. Contact Development at
574-935-1737 or developmentoffice@
poorhandmaids.org for more information about
purchasing a commemorative brick.
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Connect,
Chat,
Discern.

Join the group to
discuss religious life.
Learn more about
vows, discernment,
ministry, prayer, and
community. Single
Catholic women ages
18-40 welcomed.

Women’s Online
Discernment Group

Connect with Sister
Connie Bach, PHJC
connie.ss@att.net

By Sister Connie Bach, PHJC

Serving on the Chicago
Archdiocesan Vocation
Association (CAVA) board
has its perks! One of them is
the opportunity to work with
seasoned vocation directors
who have taught me the ropes,
and another is the opportunity
to engage with young women
interested in discerning their
attraction to religious life!
In 2016, Sister Theresa Sullivan,
D.C. started an Online
Discernment Group (ODG) for
women in various stages of
discernment of religious life as
a vocational option. Many are
seeking a peer support group on
their discernment journeys as
well as mentoring from women
religious. When Sister Theresa
was missioned elsewhere by her
congregation, I was asked to lead
the online discernment group.

I sat in on two sessions of the
stimulating online gathering with
women from all over the United
States and quickly learned and
enjoyed this new role. We invited
the new vocation minister from
Sister Theresa’s community, Sister
Jean Rhoads, who readily joined
me for the continuing experience
of engaging with women who
are questioning, praying and
considering life in community as
a woman religious.
Sister Jean and I meet with
discerners from across the
country once per month via video
conference for an hour of prayer
and sharing on various topics
related to discernment. We rotate
leading meetings while others
help find materials and write
responses to reflection questions
that were sent to the group prior
to the discussion.
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Topics that the discerners are
interested in include a deeper
understanding of the vows of
poverty, celibacy and obedience,
prayer life in its many forms,
community life, expectations
of the stages of formation,
discernment resources, spiritual
direction, exploring types
of communities (apostolic,
cloistered, monastic, missionary,
evangelical) and the difference
in their charisms, and even an
online panel discussion with
women religious from these
various types of communities.
An ever-popular topic that is
often returned to is the fears,
challenges, and movements of
discernment itself.
In the past two years we have had
over twenty women in the group
at any given time with an average
of four per call, often depending

on the availability of time for
women limited by study or
work schedules. Even if there
were only two responding to
the online discernment group I
would feel every minute with
them worth it. Vocation ministry
has everything to do with
supporting and guiding another
to discover her deep call in life
through the search and decision
of how to contribute with joy
one’s life and gifts.
It has truly been an honor and
a humbling experience to walk
with these women on their
journeys and to experience their
deep faith and relationship
with Christ. My own vocation
is enhanced and deepened
through this ministry that deals
with the sacredness of call and
response.

The Hundred-fold Blessing of Service
By Judy Williamson, PHJC Volunteer

The 2018 Summer Immersion
PHJC Volunteer Program was
a week-long lesson in the
reciprocity of human dignity.
By extending time and effort
towards unmet needs within
the ministries of the Poor
Handmaids the program
volunteers’ received ongoing
education and personal
gratification for the tasks they
performed. Whether by working
at the greenhouses pulling
weeds and prepping the soil,
cleaning equipment and storage
places at the maintenance barn,
supporting the residents of
Maria Center with program
activities and household tasks,
sorting clothing and food items
at Casa Catalina, organizing
donations at the Nazareth
Home, working, learning,
and meditating in the creative
spaces at MoonTree Studios,
or assisting in cleanup tasks
at Sojourner Truth House, the
ministries and charisms of Saint
Katharina Kasper came alive for
the volunteers.
Simplicity, social justice,
community, human dignity,

and other themes abounded
in the work settings and both
recipients and volunteers came
away with the realization of
the abundant goodness of God.
By sharing our time, resources,
and talents with each other,
everyone benefited.
A warm sense of caring and
pride remained with the
volunteers for the accomplished
work, and the recipients in
the programs were also able
to allow a helping hand to be
received in the gracious spirit of
Saint Katharina Kasper.
Life truly is a circle that has no
beginning and no end. What
is given is received and what
is received is given. Heartfelt
thanks goes to Sister Connie
Bach and Sister Marybeth
Martin for their guidance and
prayers needed to enhance
this experience through their
coordination, presence, and
commitment before, during, and
after the week of service. They
held the space for all of us.
Above: 2018 Volunteers at Casa Catalina.
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PHJC Volunteers
Make a difference with heart!

The

		

of God's Will

By Christina Marie Byrd, PHJC Volunteer

“Keep in mind that it’s the journey
and not the destination that
counts.” These words of wisdom
were given to me on a tiny slip of
paper gently slid across the table
by Sister Marybeth at a Denny’s
Restaurant in Gary. I had been
at the Sojourner Truth House
(STH) for only four days at that
point, yet I had already been
to a rally for immigrant rights,
started volunteering at Sojourner,

and had the opportunity to go
to the beautiful Motherhouse
in Donaldson and meet many
amazing Sisters. She did this as
we said goodbye, and it left me
wondering, would I fall victim to
focusing in on the day I left, and
just count down the days? With
a little help from God, the Sisters
living at Sojourner Truth House,
and a jam-packed schedule this
did not happen.

As I dove into my volunteer work
I began to realize how much there
was to learn, not only about work,
and interactions with experienced
and interesting people, but
about life itself. I quickly formed
connections with the staff at STH,
the children I worked with, and
Sisters Nkechi and Loretta. My
appreciation for these two Poor
Handmaids can take up thousands
of pages, but I will limit it to

say that as a congregation you
should be ecstatic to have them
as part of it. They took me on
many adventures including three
trips to Donaldson where I had
a life-changing encounter in the
chapel, two trips to Chicago, a
drive to Fort Wayne to connect
a client and her family, and
quality dinners at Golden Corral.
Each adventure proved more
interesting than the last, but what
I found that was truly special –
the ability to have conversations
and tell the Sisters things that not
even my family knows about me.
It is rare to find such pure and
noble hearts, but the inhabitants
of Sojourner Truth House possess
those qualities.
By living at STH I also became
a part of the Gary community. I
realized the risk of living in such
a place, even hearing gunshots
at night, but it is not the violence
that defines Gary. What defines
Gary is the community that I
found every Sunday at the parish
of Saints Monica and Luke.
People living in a broken city,
but injecting life into it through

their love and laughter. When the
choir would sing, tears would
fall down my cheeks at seeing
hope incarnate. No matter how
many buildings and bricks may
fall down, the people of Gary will
rise, and I believe this is what
defines the city.
Additionally, in Sister Nkechi’s
honor, I attempted to immerse
myself in the African culture,
(specifically Nigerian and
Ethiopian) and found many
similarities, but also positive and
uplifting differences. I realized
that American culture has a way
of sugar coating (sometimes
with literal sugar) conversational
problems that exist. We interact
on a very surface level of small
talk without bothering to ask,
“What are your dreams?” “What
makes you who you are?” I
challenge any of you who are still
bothering to read this article to
open yourself up to others, and
they will do the same for you.
So rather than count down
the days until the end of this
experience, I am shocked by how

quickly they passed and how
much I wish they could continue.
But for the sake of adventure,
and for God’s will to be where
God needs me, I must press on.
My experience here has given
me more faith, hope, and love
than I could have ever imagined.
In living in community, I also
found myself. Not many people
can say that from only a sixweek experience. I would like to
thank all of the Poor Handmaids
who have encouraged me
throughout this journey. I will
never forget this experience. And
to Sister Eileen Sullivan, I will
be thinking about you all the
while during my stay in Ireland.
I hope to return to Indiana one
day to reconnect with the Poor
Handmaids. Whether that be in
Sisterhood or Association, only
God and time can tell. Just know
you are all, and forever will be, in
my prayers. God Bless!
Left: Christina Marie Byrd with Sister
Nkechi Iwuoha, PHJC. Middle and right:
Christiana serving at Sojourner Truth
House.

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ Volunteer Program offers
single, baptized women unique
opportunities in a faith-based
context to live out their Baptismal
call to share God’s presence in
the world.

Partner with us today!
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Inspired
by God,

Together
Forward
By Chad Kebrdle, Assistant Professor
of English, Ancilla College

August 22 was a special day at Ancilla College.
Along with the opening convocation that is
traditionally held during the first week of classes,
students participated in the inauguration of
Dr. Michele Dvorak, PHJC as Ancilla College’s tenth
president.
Students, co-workers, as well as the Sisters of
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, along with
several special guests were in attendance for the
inauguration. John Chandler, Board of Directors
Chairperson for the college, introduced the
ceremony with a brief history. “Service is at the
heart of the mission of Ancilla College,” Chandler
said. “Service to our students and to the community
that surrounds our campus. Therefore it is fitting
that Dr. Dvorak chose as her inaugural motto,
‘Inspired by God, Together Forward.’” Chandler
then called Dr. Dvorak to join him as well as
Reverend Thomas Franzman, representative of
the Diocese of Fort Wayne/South Bend, and Sister
Judith Diltz, Provincial of the Poor Handmaids for
the charge, blessing, bestowing and the presentation
of the presidential medallion. Sister Jolise May,
PHJC and Albert Escanilla then presented her
with a framed presentation piece of the Mission
Statement of Ancilla College.
At the start of her address, Dr. Dvorak stated:
“There are three points of reference for today’s
inaugural address: the past, the present, and the
future.” In discussing the past, Dr. Dvorak centered
her focus on the phrase “standing on the shoulders
of giants.” “We are blessed here today because of
those who have gone before us,” she stated.
In discussing the present, Dr. Dvorak introduced a
pilot program being offered this semester at Ancilla
College. “We have begun an ‘Earn and Learn’
initiative wherein ten students receive a scholarship
for $1,000 per semester in exchange for work
here on the campus.” Not only will they receive
the money toward tuition, but students will also
receive three credit hours as the work they will be
doing will align with the degrees they are working
toward. The success of this program will then be
evaluated in order to grow it in the future.
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In discussing the future of Ancilla College, Dr.
Dvorak introduced a new vision for the college.
“Ancilla College in the past has transformed
itself in many ways,” she said. “In spending time
thinking and studying, it appears that Ancilla
and this entire campus are already on a path
that moves us forward.” She then pointed out
initiatives that the ministries at The Center at
Donaldson have undertaken in the past, including
a geothermal climate control system, wind turbine,
solar panels, and 30 acres of organic farm fields.
“There appears to be a tilt and a drift toward
protecting the environment and for reducing our
carbon footprint,” she said. “Ancilla College can
collaborate on this existing direction. We can engage
in research projects, develop academic programs
that engage students in integral ecology. This is
consistent with Catholic Social Teaching…care of
the environment.”
After her speech, the faculty and students both
recited pledges that remind both groups of their
purpose for being at Ancilla College. At previous
convocations, those in attendance are given a small
token to carry with them to remind them of the
message that was presented to them during the
convocation. In the past, this consisted of items
such as a pin or a bookmark. This year, however,
in keeping with Dr. Michele’s talk, they were
given a timer. “So now I invite you to engage with
us in a study that will have ramifications for the
future.” After data was collected, it was found
that The Center at Donaldson campus uses eight
million gallons of water a year. Additional numbercrunching found that if students in the residence
halls limited their showers to four minutes instead
of the average eight minutes, it would reduce water
usage by 336,000 gallons a year. This, in turn, would
also save over $6,000 a year in energy costs.
“We have been blessed in our past, we are engaged
in a vibrant present, and we know that we will have
an impact on the future,” Dr. Dvorak said. “These
are the distinctive qualities of Ancilla – they set
us apart. When you graduate, our task as faculty
and staff is to imprint on your hearts these Ancilla
values. This is the thumbprint that makes Ancilla
College a unique educational experience.”
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Empowered:
A 3-part electron story
By Adam Thada, Director of Ecological Relationships

It has been over three years since Pope Francis issued his
ecological encyclical to the world (Laudato Si’), but the force
of his words still carry a charge and an urgency that has not
dissipated.

“All of us can cooperate as

instruments of God for the care of
creation, each according to his or her
own culture, experience, involvements
and talents… We have the freedom
needed to limit and direct technology;
we can put it at the service of another
type of progress, one which is
healthier, more human, more social,
more integral.” (par. 14, 112)
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No pointing fingers. We
ourselves are called, inspired,
and empowered to act, “resisting
our fears” as the Poor Handmaid
mission statement declares.
In thinking about how we
could move forward with our
stewardship in a strategic way,
we recently collected data on the
total ecological footprint of The
Center at Donaldson. Our ministry
work requires energy for heating,
cooling, transportation, and more.
The research showed that over half
of our greenhouse gas emissions
were associated with our use of
electricity. We started tackling that
challenge in three steps: efficiency,
conversion, and production.
Step one: efficiency. Last year we
completed an LED lighting retrofit
project that replaced thousands of
inefficient bulbs throughout each

building. With less waste heat
being produced, it will also lower
our air conditioning demands.
The energy savings are exceeding
500,000 kWh (kilowatt-hours) per
year; that's like taking more than
50 homes off the grid.
Step two: conversion. The Poor
Handmaids were early adopters
of hybrid vehicles and have
logged nearly two million hybrid
miles in the course of ministry.
The next step in the evolution
of transportation is the electric
vehicle (EV). Even in the Midwest,
EVs have significantly fewer
emissions than gasoline. Fuel is
also less expensive per mile, and
purchase costs are falling. One in
every 50 cars sold is electric.
With a grant from the Marshall
County Community Foundation,
we installed an electric car

charging station. It is open to the
public, and we have already found
regular visitors and first time
passers-by plugging in.
When it came time recently for
a vehicle replacement, we took
the plunge with our first EV: a
plug-in hybrid that can run on
either gasoline or electricity. The
electricity we saved from the LED
lighting retrofit is nearly three
times as much as we would need
to run our entire PHJC fleet on
electric.
Step three: production. After
more than 18 months of research,
consulting, and field visits, we
commissioned our first solar
power arrays on June 21, the
summer solstice. A seven kW
(kilowatt), 24-panel array at
the MoonTree works in tandem
with the existing wind turbine to

power the Gallery and Shop. A
second installation is 83 kW in size
(256 panels) and feeds into our
wastewater treatment building.
The arrays are mounted on tiltable
racks that we adjust four times per
year to maximize production. The
energy produced saves over 100
tons of carbon dioxide emissions
each year and reduces other
pollutants as well.

Empowerment.

Like high-voltage current, it’s
exciting and a little scary. But it
allows us to do the work we are
called to do.

Left: Solar array installation of 256
panels. Top right: LED lighting retrofit
in progress. Bottom right: The electric
car charging station allows Sisters and
visitors to charge vehicles while on the
grounds of The Center at Donaldson.
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In Memory of Our Sister and Associate
Sister Lucy (Rose) Megaro

HEAL Farm Markets

Healthy Eating Active Living

These produce stands are strategically located in local
food desert areas. HEAL Markets double purchases on
each SNAP card and WIC/Senior produce vouchers.
The HEAL Program matches the purchase amount on
each voucher, doubling consumers’ buying power.
Markets oﬀer fresh local produce, including such
favorites as fresh corn, zucchini, okra, tomatoes,
watermelon, peaches, peppers, etc.

2017 By The Numbers

1,800

Total
Customers
Served

Learn More!

$11,000+
of patrons surveyed
rated the importance of
the matching dollar
program as a “5”,
being very important.

81%

89%

Visit us online at sjchf.org
click on the HEAL tab
or on Facebook
facebook.com/HEALmarkets

WIC & SNAP Dollars Matched

of patrons surveyed
ate more fresh
produce with the
summer market.
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of patrons surveyed said buying
low-cost produce at the markets
increase their hope in the
neighborhood.

83%

The HEAL (Healthy Eating Active Living) Program, launched in
2014 by the St. Joseph Community Health Foundation and
Parkview Health, is designed to decrease “food insecurity” and
the plight of “food desert” neighborhoods in Allen County by
addressing access barriers to fresh, local produce. The ultimate
goal is to prevent and manage long-term chronic diseases,
many of which can be reversed by eating healthy foods.

a Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ died on July 12, 2018 in
the Catherine Kasper Home in
Donaldson, Indiana.
She was born in Chicago,
Illinois on June 30, 1932 to Carmen and Lucia
(Ferarra) Megaro who preceded her in death along
with her brothers, Carmen, Christopher and Tony
and her sisters, Josie Amato and Della La Femina,
She was the youngest of the six children. Sister Lucy
is survived by nieces and nephews.
Rose, her name given at birth, was educated by
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ and after
starting high school, worked as a beautician on the
Northside of Chicago. She said she chose to be a
Poor Handmaid because she experienced how joyful
and caring the Sisters were with children of all ages.
Sister Lucy was a houseparent for adolescent girls at
St. Vincent Villa in Fort Wayne, Indiana from 19541957. She was expecting to continue to care for girls
when she transferred to Angel Guardian Orphanage
in Chicago 1957. She was surprised when she was
assigned adolescent boys, but her love of sports
helped her win them over. She coached many
intramural softball teams. Later, she also cared for
girls at Angel Guardian Orphanage and served there
for the next 17 years.
Sister Lucy received an Associate of Arts in
child development from Kennedy King College,
Chicago and Bachelor of Arts in early childhood at
Mary Crest College, Davenport, Iowa. She taught
preschool at Angel Guardian Day Care on the south
side of Chicago from 1985-1990. From 1991 until
2011, Sister Lucy ministered in home health care
to the elderly in Chicago and Cincinnati, Ohio.
After semi-retiring, she became a volunteer for the
Little Brothers of the Poor to continue service to
the elderly. Sister shared, “I have been blessed and
challenged in many ways in sharing my gifts with
people in various stages of their lives.” She officially
retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2013.

Visitation and prayer service was held at the
Catherine Kasper Home in Donaldson, Indiana on
July 16. The Mass of Resurrection was celebrated at
Catherine Kasper Home on July 17. Burial followed
in the Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Donaldson. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ, P.O. Box 1, Donaldson, Indiana 46513
or on www.poorhandmaids.org.

May Sister Lucy rest in peace.
Elizabeth A Sorrill age

84 died on July 9, 2018 in
Blessing Hospital. Elizabeth
was born on November 15,
1933 in Quincy, Illinois. She
was the daughter of Albert and
Genevieve (Ohnemus) Kuhn.
She married Dean B. Sorrill on July 31, 1954 in St.
Francis Catholic Church. He preceded her in death
in 2005.
Elizabeth became an Associate on November 5, 1999.
She was initially invited by Sister Florence Kuhn
and an aunt. Her wish to minister to others was
evident in service at her parish, St. Anthony Catholic
Church, and as a caretaker for others. She was a
volunteer for the Ladies of Charity and at St. Vincent
Home and Sunset Home, a member of the Knights
of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary, and worked at John
Wood Community College for some years.
She is survived by four children: Katherine (Jeffrey)
Liesen, Judith (Michael) Deters, and Jeffrey (Marcia)
Sorrill all of Quincy and Mark (Cathie Whelan)
Sorrill of Hannibal, Missouri. Elizabeth had thirteen
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her parents, her husband, and
two sons: Bryan “Ursal” and Kenneth and three of
her siblings.
Her funeral services were held on July 12 in St.
Anthony Catholic Church.

May Elizabeth rest in peace.
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to celebrate and
give thanks for the
canonization of
Saint Katharina Kasper.

11 a.m. ET
November 4
Ancilla Domini Chapel
All are welcome.
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