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God of all Mercies,
provider of a bountiful harvest,
send Your Graces upon those
You have called to gather the fruits
of your labor; preserve and
strengthen them in their lifelong
service of you.
Open the hearts of your children
that they may discern your Holy Will;
inspire in them a love and desire to
surrender themselves to serving others
in the name of your son, Jesus Christ.
Teach all your faithful to follow their
respective paths in life guided by your
Divine Word and Truth.
Through the intercession of the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels,
and Saints, humbly hear our prayers
and grant Your Church’s needs,
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
— United State Conference of Catholic Bishops
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THE LINDEN HOUSES

A True Blessing for The Linden Houses

“I

’m very happy
with my new
kitchen,” according to
Aida Perez, a resident
at The Linden House of
Chicago. “It is elegant
and I made a big dinner
to show off to my family.
Now I feel more excited
to cook. My apartment
looks very nice and I
love it!”
A comment many
Linden House residents
are making these days
Aida Perez, a resident of
since The Linden House
The Linden House of Chicago of Chicago had the
enjoys her remodeled kitchen. opportunity to refinance
its mortgage in the fall
of 2013 and HUD allowed those funds to be used
not only for major renovations at The Linden House
of Chicago but also by the Indiana Linden Houses
located in Gary, Hobart and Mishawaka. The savings
from the refinancing provided funds that were
used for capital improvements and the residents
are delighted.
“All Linden House residents are so grateful for
the improvements made to the building and their
apartments. We were so fortunate to have the
capital from the refinancing to make necessary
improvements” said Sister Mary Ellen Goeller, PHJC,
Chairperson of the Hobart and Gary Linden House
Board of Directors.
Evergreen Real Estate Services, Inc. (ERES), the
management company who oversees the four
senior housing facilities, did an exceptional job in
reviewing and identifying necessary renovations to
the facilities that are 15+ years old and have been
providing affordable, safe housing for approximately
250 people. “Each facility had different needs to
address,” said Naomi Triumph, Regional Supervisor

for ERES, “and the staff obtained bids and was
responsible for planning and orchestrating the
necessary renovation with the vendors and residents
to minimize disruption.”
Kitchen renovations were identified as a real need.
New cabinets, counter tops, faucets, and in some
cases back splash guards and new appliances were
installed. The residents were very accommodating
and happy to step back and watch the workers
transform their kitchens. Some of the facilities
painted common areas such as the lobby and
community rooms and installed new carpet in
hallways, new apartment doors, new mini-blinds,
new hot water storage, and hallway lighting
renovations. A new roof, two new boilers, as well as
some new air conditioning units were also installed.
One of the facilities invested in some much needed
landscaping work to enhance the grounds.
The funds allowed the purchase of a new bus to
transport residents to various events and activities
as well as shopping and errands. Many of these
capital improvements would have been delayed
or not completed if the funds granted by the
refinancing of The Linden House of Chicago
were not made available.
Sincere appreciation goes to HUD, Draper and
Kramer, The Linden House of Chicago Board of
Directors and Evergreen Real Estate Services, Inc.
who manage the staff and undertook these
major projects.

The residents are overwhelmed with joy for all
the blessings received and feel very fortunate to
reside at The Linden Houses. This has been a
true blessing for all and a wonderful example of
collaboration to make The Linden Houses a great
place to live!

-

Toni Mola, Executive Director, Ancilla Systems Incorporated

B

ethany Retreat House’s Annual Autumn Tea will take place on Sunday, October 11, from
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. CDT at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Social Hall in Hammond, Indiana.
This year’s theme is “Autumn Reflections” with guest speaker Sister Peg Spindler, CSA,
Director of Sojourner Truth House. Proceeds from the tea go into Bethany’s general fund.

Tickets are $30 – Visit www.bethanyretreathouse.org to register or learn more!
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POOR HANDMAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ – Leaving a Legacy
Kenneth Jones (CEO of St. Joseph Hospital), Brian
Bauer (CEO of Lutheran Hospital and Lutheran
Health Network), and Jerry Henry (Chairman of
the Board of St. Joseph), came to the Motherhouse
for supper and conversation last December. Bearing
gifts of wine and chocolates, they met with Elected
Leadership for a dialogue that was professional,
friendly and fruitful. It revealed how the newest
personnel in leadership at St. Joseph value the
hospital’s Catholic legacy and continue to bolster
mission integration, pastoral care, and relationships
with the Diocese – all this even though the system
owning the hospital has changed several times from
Quorum to Triad to Community Health Systems.

P

laces where Poor Handmaids have ministered are
forever held special in our PHJC hearts and these
places are treasured in our congregational memory.
We don’t ever totally sever these special ties. A good
example of this relates to our “former hospitals.”
When the Poor Handmaids made the significant
decision to alter our relationship to acute care
institutions at the turn of this century, much effort
went into securing on-going care for the people
of inner-city areas so that they would continue to
have their health needs met. The Poor Handmaid
Leadership and Ancilla Systems Incorporated (ASI)
also spent countless hours crafting agreements to
assure on-going Catholic values would remain even
though the health system taking over the hospital
was not a Catholic group. Those agreements continue
to this day. A covenant was signed in 1999 between
Quorum Health Group and ASI at the time of the
sale of St. Joseph Hospital Fort Wayne. In 2000 an
agreement was signed with Community Foundation
at the sale of St. Catherine Hospital and St. Mary
Medical Center in Northwest Indiana.
Recent meetings have occurred with current
administrators of the various hospitals to reconnect
and talk about the status of the agreements because
these do not “sundown” over time. As part of both
agreements, the Poor Handmaids communicate
annually to the Bishops of the two areas, Bishop
Donald Hying of Gary Diocese and Bishop Kevin
Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese.

4
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Poor Handmaid presence continues on the St. Joseph
board with Sister Loretta Schleper now participating.
Sister Carole Langhauser, Sister Loretta, and
Meg Distler of the St. Joseph Community Health
Foundation also assist Mr. Jones at times. For
example, our experience was shared when another
Catholic group inquired about maintaining Catholic
presence when sponsorships change.
In May 2001 Ancilla Systems and Community
Foundation of Northwest Indiana (CFNI) entered
into a purchase agreement at the time of the sale of
St. Catherine Hospital, Inc. and St. Mary Medical
Center, Inc. The key responsibilities detailed in this
covenant agreement also related to pastoral care,
mission effectiveness, and care of the poor.
While Sister Mary Ellen Goeller takes responsibility
for the annual communication to the Bishop
regarding these points, the 2020+ Sisters on Boards
Committee (a group of PHJC Sisters) recommended
that Elected Leadership also establish a relationship
with today’s leaders of the CFNI Foundation and
gather an update in these areas.
On July 15, 2015, Elected Leadership met with
Frankie Fesko (Chairperson of the CFNI Board), John
Gorski (CEO of the System), JoAnn Birdzell (CEO of
St. Catherine Hospital), Janice Ryba (CEO of St. Mary
Medical), and Donald Fesko (CEO of Community
Hospital) as well as other key system staff for this
update and conversation.
(Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ – Leaving a Legacy,
continued on page 5)

SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE

16th Annual Walk for STH – A Great Success!

J

une 13 couldn’t
have been a
more beautiful,
sunny day
as hundreds
of walkers
converged on
13th Avenue and
Madison Street in
Gary, Indiana to
show their support of Sojourner Truth House (STH).
The 16th Annual Walk for STH drew 519 registrants,
many of them on one of the 44 teams that participated.
In addition to the main event site, a satellite Walk for
STH took place in Donaldson, Indiana, at the home
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, on the same
morning. More than 75 Sisters, co-workers, Catherine
Kasper Home residents and others participated in
this inaugural event.
By the end of the day, nearly $82,000 had been
raised for the programs and services that this center
provides to homeless and high-risk women and their
children. Knowing that the goal was to raise $100,000,
our participants continued to work toward that goal –
and have exceeded it by raising more than $108,000!

(Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ – Leaving a Legacy,
continued from page 4)
It is clear the hospitals are attentive to the covenant
aspects as well as improving the quality of care and
patient satisfaction. Mr. Gorski and the other CEOs
spoke of the social justice endeavors involving Board
and staff, the renovation of the chapels at St. Catherine
and St Mary Hospitals, the 65 million dollars provided
in care for the poor, and their relationship with the
new Bishop. Each hospital has its unique way of
addressing spiritual needs of its patients, with St.
Mary and St. Catherine using the pastoral care model
while Community Hospital in Munster provides
spiritual care with another approach that seeks to
assist the patient via his or her own church affiliation.
It was good to hear from Mr. Gorski that the cultures
established at the two hospitals that were sold in
2001 contributed in a positive way to the culture and
morale of the entire Community system.

Sojourner Truth House, located in Gary, Indiana,
is a ministry sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ that serves homeless and at-risk women
and their children. Clients staying in local shelters
come to the day center for help obtaining benefits,
referrals to community support agencies, basic skills
and employment training, healthcare screenings and
referrals, counseling and assistance with finding
housing. Once they have housing, clients may choose
to participate in the Transitional Outreach Program.
These clients maintain support through therapeutic
programs and ongoing case management. The
community also benefits from Sojourner Truth House
as they offer one of the largest food pantries in
Northwest Indiana, and a clothes closet.

The Walk for STH raises funds that support
these community-based services. Sojourner Truth
House serves an average of 2,164 clients monthly.
On an annual basis, they provide clothes to over
3,200 clients and serve more than 14,000 meals.
Do you want to help? Join us next year on June 11
for the 17th Annual Walk for STH!

-

Terry Sanders, Vice President of Development,
Ancilla Systems Incorporated

Several Poor Handmaids continue formal
relationships with CFNI. Sister Kathleen Quinn sits
on their system board; Sister Michele Dvorak is board
Vice President and chairs the Quality Assurance
committee with St. Mary; and Sister Carole
Langhauser is a board member at St. Catherine
Hospital. Sisters Pamela Tholkes and Mary Ellen
Goeller minister at CFNI hospitals.

While times have changed and the PHJC
institutional presence in acute care has
definitely changed, the PHJC connections
and concerns for wholistic healthcare in
areas where we once served remain strong.

-

Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC, Provincial,
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ American Province
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THE CENTER AT DONALDSON

Children’s Summer Music Camp

T

he Center at Donaldson hosted the first
Children’s Summer Music Camp the week of
July 20. Andrew Jennings, Director of Music and
Liturgy at The Center, taught eight children ages six
through ten about music over the course of five days.
During this time the children learned about many
different musical topics and had the opportunity to
meet several musicians and become acquainted with
different musical instruments.
When the idea for the
camp was conceived,
the main goal was to
provide music education
to children who may not
otherwise have access
to it in their regular
education. The design
of the camp focused
on sacred music in the
spirit of ecumenism.
Through this, the
children would learn
Sister Henrietta Okeke
fundamentals of music
pictured with camper
theory and history,
Alexandra VanNevel
how music functions
in different styles of
worship, and how it
relates to cultural identity. It is the belief that music
education is important because it is able to create
social and cultural understanding, teach social skills,
help with body awareness/motor skills (especially in
the young), and an overall appreciation of music in
its different forms.
During the first day of the camp, the children were
visited by Sister Michele Dvorak, PHJC. She brought
along her guitar and taught the children how the
6
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instrument works, where they would likely hear
the guitar played, and a few sing-along songs.
Later in the week, the children built small drums in
anticipation of a visit by Sister Henrietta Okeke and
Sister Veronica Adeduro, PHJC. Their visit brought
education of West African drumming. In what was a
joyful session, the children learned about that culture
and the integral part drumming plays in their society.
The children were also visited by Erin Donegan, a
University of Notre Dame graduate student, who
taught them about the violin. The children were
enamored with the sound of the instrument and
were able to make many connections to things
they learned earlier in the week, for example the
similarities between the violin and the guitar. Also
during the course of the week, Andrew gave the
children opportunities to play the piano and pipe
organ in the Ancilla Domini Chapel.
Daily activities at the camp included singing, rhythm
exercises, dancing and even simple note reading. By
learning correct singing posture and technique the
children became more aware of how their bodies
work. Singing together to form a small choir, in
combination with synchronized dancing, the children
learned new sets of team work and social skills. The
songs they learned gave them different cultural and
religious understanding. For example, they learned
a spiritual, “Wade in the Water,” and the context in
which spirituals were written. They also learned
“Dona Nobis,” a song written in Latin. This song gave
them an introduction to a different language and more
of an understanding of the Catholic religious practice.

The Week culminated in a small “Informance”
where the children were able to discuss what they
had learned and perform a few songs for their
families and the Sisters. Many things were learned
during the week-long camp and more importantly,
a lot of fun was had. The children and their parents
are looking forward to next summer’s camp. As of
right now, there are plans being made for Christmas
music activities for children, so stay connected to
The Center for more information!

-

Andrew Jennings, Director of Music and Liturgy,
The Center at Donaldson

LINDENWOOD RETREAT & CONFERENCE CENTER

The Vision of Outward Bound Ministry
In mid-June, Bill Harmon responded to the invitation to become Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center’s
Coordinator of Outward Bound Ministry. Since this is a new position at Lindenwood, he would like to take this
opportunity to share his vision for this important ministry.
When the teens were introduced to Catherine Kasper
Home residents, they were frightened at first,
because of their unfamiliarity of working with an
elderly population. These young neighbors in action
showed courage when they walked through the
doors of the nursing home by working to spread the
joy of the Gospel.

High School students participating in The Center for
Ministry Development’s Young Neighbors in Action
program at Catherine Kasper Home.

F

irst, to coordinate any
form of outward bound
ministry requires an openness
to discern what the current
needs are. Since June, I have
been actively engaging with
local church communities
to meet with their leaders,
so as to discover their needs
for a retreat and conference
Bill Harmon
ministry like Lindenwood.
I have also spoken to the
Kwianis members of the Plymouth community
about what Lindenwood could offer its members. I
believe this flexibility in how Lindenwood can serve
people of all backgrounds is going to be what leads
Lindenwood into the future.
A way in which the outward bound ministry of
Lindenwood has been actively engaged in the
community is by bringing the Center for Ministry
Development’s program called Young Neighbors in
Action, on mission to Lindenwood in July. These young
high school teens spent one week at Lindenwood
visiting many ministries in Plymouth, Donaldson and
South Bend. They spent time at farms, food pantries,
homeless shelters, Vacation Bible Camps, and nursing
homes – showing the community how even a teenager
can live out the Gospel message of being salt and light
for all. Catharine Kasper Home was one site that truly
helped change the lives of the teenagers.

It was clear to see the joy of the resident’s faces when
they saw that these teenagers cared so much about
them, that they would travel from all different states
to come and see them. Whether it was spending time
in the memory unit, playing balloon volleyball for an
hour and a half, or simply flying down a slip n’ slide
to put on a show for the residents; their time was spent
bringing joy to the people of Catherine Kasper Home.
I am confident that the young neighbors will never
forget the residents and staff that they met at Catherine
Kasper Home. Their lives will be forever changed
because of the time that they spent at Lindenwood.

Lindenwood just recently celebrated 30 years as
a retreat center, and has always served the local
community of Northern Indiana and will continue
to do so for many more years. Needless to say,
these emerging opportunities have animated my
excitement for working at Lindenwood; by being a
part of the Poor Handmaid’s legacy in ministering
this way. I am very humbled to be a part of something
with such a rich history in serving the needs of
others. I look forward to my future and the future of
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center.

-

Bill Harmon, Coordinator of Outward Bound Ministry,
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center

www.lindenwood.org
Fall 2015
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CASA CATALINA

Casa Catalina Celebrates Tenth Anniversary

Sister Joellen Tumas, PHJC (center) pictured with the
staff and volunteers of Casa Catalina Basic Needs Center
in Chicago, Illinois.

I

t’s a simple, but profound belief held by Sister
Joellen Tumas, PHJC that respect for life includes
respect for the poor. As Director of Casa Catalina Basic
Needs Center in the Back of the Yards neighborhood
in Chicago, Sister Joellen would know. Not only
was she born here, she’s ministered in this tough
neighborhood for most of her 51 years of service as
a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ Sister. Since 1990,
she’s served as director of the Catholic Charities food
pantry in the Back of the Yards, when it began at
Holy Cross-Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishes. In
2005 the pantry moved to its current Ashland Avenue
location and was renamed Casa Catalina (Catherine’s
House), in honor of PHJC Foundress Blessed
Catherine Kasper.

“Jesus reached out to the poor. They have a
dignity about them that every person has,
rich or poor. If we disrespect the poor, then
we disrespect the God who created them and
ourselves,” Sister Joellen said. A sign over
the door of Casa Catalina, which celebrates
it’s tenth anniversary in September, reminds
volunteers that they’re likely to encounter
Christ through the people they serve. Some of
her clients see Him in Sister Joellen too.
8
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One of them is Michael Ramirez. Michael, a
homeless, diabetic client, gets food assistance
from Casa Catalina. “I could get so depressed. She
brought up my spirits, my hope, everything. Because
of her, I still have faith,” Michael said during a
recent interview. In addition to food, Casa Catalina
volunteers also help Michael write letters and fill out
important paperwork, since he’s unable to read or
write. He gets help managing his diabetes through
The Diabetes Club, including fresh produce, whole
grain foods, and nutrition education to attain a
healthier lifestyle. “God bless them all, if it wasn’t
for them, I don’t know where I’d be. They’re so
polite and generous. She’s just a wonderful person,”
Michael said of Sister Joellen. Client Maria Diaz
agrees. Maria is a single mother of eight children,
four boys and four girls, who range in age from
23 years to three months old. “Without her, (Sister
Joellen) it would be a very different neighborhood,
especially for the mothers and children. They would
just go without,” said Maria.
Maria and her three oldest children have also
volunteered at Casa Catalina. “Our greatest resource is
our volunteers. Without them, we could not operate,”
Sister Joellen said. It take 35-40 volunteers to run
Casa Catalina on Wednesdays, their distribution
day. When her youngest starts school, Maria would
like to volunteer more often. “By volunteering on
Wednesdays, I learned about safe food handling and
the need in my community,” Maria added.
Volunteer Laura Diaz began her service to the
Catholic Charities neighborhood pantry before the
move to Casa Catalina when she volunteered for the
Christmas Angel Project in 2003. She’s continued to
volunteer for the past 12 years because she’s grown
to love the people. “I like the atmosphere. I like to
meet new people, and I love to help.” Sometimes
clients come in just to talk to Laura. “I probably have
that nature that calms them,” she said. Laura puts in
12-hour days on Wednesdays, and volunteers other
days driving the truck to pick up donated furniture
and food. She also comes in to recycle boxes and
check the truck oil. “I’ve learned a lot from Sister
Joellen. She does right for everybody, and she keeps
going and going, like the Energizer Bunny,” Laura
(Casa Catalina Celebrates Tenth Anniversary,
continued on page 9)

CASA CATALINA
(Casa Catalina Celebrates Tenth Anniversary, continued
from page 8)
joked. That contagious energy keeps her coming
back, too. “Here, it’s like family, it’s like your second
family. Maybe that’s why I’m still here. I’m part of
the furniture,” she added.
Partner organizations like Infants, Inc. help stock
the pantry with much needed formula for the Baby
Needs Club. Currently, there are 166 mothers in the
program. Needlers, a group of caring crafters, crochet
infant blankets for donation, and the North Region
of PHJC Associates gave 500 fleece blankets to
Casa Catalina over the last several years. Through
parish collections and food drives, Casa Catalina
gets non-perishable food and school supplies that
they distribute to families in need. Donor generosity
to their Angel Project also enabled Casa Catalina
to give Christmas gifts to 1,100 children in 2014.
On site health screenings, including an annual
July Health Fair, are also offered. That included
approximately 500 flu shots given to clients last year
through their partnership with Walgreens Drug
Stores. Students in the Certified Nurse Practitioner
program at Resurrection University in Chicago also
give physicals to clients, including back-to-school
physicals and immunizations.
Hunger is still the main reason most clients turn to
Casa Catalina. “Food is the biggest need,” said Sister
Joellen. “I believe food is a basic human necessity.
We cannot live without nutritious food, and I will
advocate on behalf of those who do not have enough
to eat.” On a recent Friday, Sister Joellen received
a semi truck full of frozen pizzas that a distributor
could not use. She secured the volunteer help to
unload the truck, storing the items in her freezer for
distribution to clients. “I never say no. If it’s more
than we can use, I can always call Catholic Charities,”
she added. Catholic Charities operates numerous
neighborhood pantries throughout Chicago. As a
participant in the Greater Chicago Food Depository,
Casa Catalina distributes anywhere from 4,000-7,000
pounds of food to approximately 300 households a
week. A Catholic Charities couple contributes another
250 pounds of fresh produce and dairy items to the
Basic Needs Center each week in memory of their late
son through a perpetual gift named “Ryan’s Joy.”
Clients must reapply for all services at Casa Catalina
every July, which gives staff the opportunity to verify
addresses and household sizes.

Clients can also receive limited emergency assistance
with shelter and utilities, along with household
items and legal aid for various reasons. Casa
Catalina’s Benefits Enrollment Program staff members
help clients navigate their way through applying
for social services, including Medicaid and SNAP
benefits (food stamps), and in creating and properly
managing household budgets. Warm winter
outerwear is distributed to clients through the Warm
Winter Hugs program. Clients can also get personal
care products from Casa Catalina. These items
cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits, but
they are essential to attaining and maintaining
gainful employment.

Another issue close to Sister Joellen’s heart is
helping undocumented immigrants and their
families in the Back of the Yards community.
“One of our greatest needs is finding help
for our undocumented friends. I’m always
looking for funds for folks who don’t have
that magic nine digit number.” People
without a social security number cannot
apply for jobs or benefits. “We do have to
realize that people will leave their home
country to seek a better life. They’re people
with families just like we are,” she added.
Graciela Castorena and her family are one example.
Graciela is a mother of four, originally from El
Salvador. She learned about Casa Catalina from her
sister when she moved to Chicago from California.
She had no house, job or support system in place.
Then her husband was deported back to El Salvador
since he’s undocumented. He was also the family
breadwinner. She found a place for the family to
live with her neighbor, and she gets help selling
her handmade baby layette items from Sisters and
Brothers of Immigrants, a group of religious men and
women dedicated to immigration reform, which
gives her family much-needed income. “I know them
so I’m not so alone. They listen to me and they come
over to my house. They help me with food. They
helped me with Christmas presents for my children
and a turkey for Thanksgiving. They’re like angels,”
Graciela said.
(Casa Catalina Celebrates Tenth Anniversary,
continued on page 10)
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ANCILLA COLLEGE

Exciting Turnout for Ancilla College Residence Hall
Blessing Ceremony
Dignitaries mingled with students, faculty, staff and
members of Ancilla’s board of trustees and offered
support for the private, two-year college.
Sister Judith Diltz, Provincial, of the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ, was one of the first to offer words at
the event. “Today we celebrate new doors opening.
Doors for 100-plus students whose minds will expand
with new information, whose hearts will grow in the
relationships created on our intergenerational campus,
whose values will be formed in our Christian climate,
and whose lives will change.”

Sisters Carole Langhauser (left) and Michele Dvorak with
the Most Reverend Bishop Kevin Rhoades

R

ain did not turn away a group of nearly 200
gathered on County Road 9B for the new residence
hall open house at Ancilla College on August 18.
(Casa Catalina Celebrates Tenth Anniversary, continued
from page 9)
Both Sister Joellen and Graciela agree that the
majority of Americans don’t understand how
deportations affect families. Graciela said her
children have been the most affected by her
husband’s deportation, since they’re young, miss
him, and lack understanding about his absence.
Additionally, he only earns about seven dollars a day
working in El Salvador. “He can’t even call us. The
money’s not enough,” Graciela said.
In 2013, the Provincial Chapter of the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ made a public statement on immigration.
It states: “As one voice, we Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ stand with our immigrant brothers and sisters in
supporting the passage of comprehensive immigration
reform, including family reunification.” Numerous
PHJC ministries work tirelessly toward that end.
Education and interaction with immigrant families
will be key. “There’s such a difference between
tolerance and acceptance of others,” Sister Joellen
said. “We need to begin within our own families and
10 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

Also on hand was U.S. Representative Jackie
Walorski (R) from Indiana’s 2nd district. “Just
walking through here and seeing this place, I am
so excited for the students who are going to get to
live here, and for the students from other countries
(Exciting Turnout for Ancilla College Residence Hall
Blessing Ceremony, continued on page 13)
communities, to show by example, what it’s like to
live in a peaceful world. It catches fire. It’s the whole
ripple effect. Those who we touch have a ripple effect
on others, too,” she added.
Client Michael Ramirez summed up Casa Catalina’s
effect on the neighborhood, saying, “I wish the whole
world was like them. Maybe it would be a lot better
for everybody.”
Readers wishing to assist Casa Catalina Basic Needs
Center can help in several ways. Volunteers are
always needed. In addition to non-perishable food
items, they need personal care products, CTA cards in
any amount, diapers, powered infant formula, school
supplies, household items, clothing, and gallon and
quart sized Ziploc type bags for re-packaging bulk
items into family-sized portions.
For more information, please call (773) 376-9425 or
visit www.catholiccharities.net.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION

Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Initiative

G

onzalee Martin
removed an empty
carton from the top of a
table at the McCormick
Farm Market located
across the street from
a large public housing
community in
Fort Wayne.
“Nothing on the table
except produce,”
he told one of the
neighborhood teens hired to work at the market.
“How much for cucumbers?”
Gonzalee began to drill the teens on the prices of
the beautiful vegetables in front of them, much of
which was grown by Gonzalee and the teens only
a few yards away at the Growth in Agriculture
through Education (GATE) Farm. It would be only a
few minutes before people in the community would
be coming, some with cash and others with food
stamps, to purchase gorgeous produce like zucchini,
cucumbers, tomatoes, cabbage, carrots and more.
Gonzalee is strict about the appearance of the market
he manages as the founder of GATE. He wants things
to look professional and welcoming. After all, that
will drive in more people from the community each
Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. when the market
is held.
This is the second year for the McCormick Market
and it is one of a handful of fresh produce markets
supported by the St. Joseph Community Health
Foundation initiative called Healthy Eating Active
Living (HEAL). The Foundation, along with
Parkview Health, is supporting HEAL to respond to
a lack of healthy, affordable food in low-income areas
of Fort Wayne. In addition to farm markets, HEAL is
also piloting a fresh food delivery to seniors “shut in”
and unable to travel to grocery stores. HEAL is also
supporting community gardens and piloting an eight
week “Our Healing Kitchen” cooking classes in area
homeless and transitional housing shelters.
With rates of obesity (33%) and diabetes (10%) on the
rise in Allen County, the HEAL markets are crucial.

HEAL’s most successful market is McCormick, where
shoppers can pay with cash, Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) or The Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC). The Foundation together with Parkview Health
match dollar-for-dollar for anyone paying with a SNAP
or WIC card. Locals love having the option to use food
stamps to pay, and some stock up on so much produce
that they bring wagons to carry it all.
“But the impact of the markets, which is increasing
fruit and vegetable consumption among the nearby
community, extends even beyond healthier eating.”
According to Meg Distler, Executive Director of the
Foundation, “We see it in the smiles on their faces.
The people are taking pride in their neighborhood
markets and the community gardens where the
produce is grown.”
“We get a lot of volunteers,” Gonzalee added.
“They’ll come by and ask if they can water the
garden, and we’ll let them do that. However they
want to help, we’ll try and find a way.”
Gonzalee has hired local teens because people from
the neighborhood feel a sense of community when
they come to the market and see familiar faces behind
the tables. “Two of the kids speak Burmese, another
speaks Spanish, and that’s huge,” Gonzalee said, in
reference to Fort Wayne’s large Burmese refugee and
Spanish-speaking populations. “Now, the residents
know they can come here and buy fresh produce, and
then they also have someone to interpret for them.”

As the Foundation strives to “strengthen,
improve and sustain long-term community
health in Allen County,” the HEAL Initiative
fits perfectly into the Foundation’s mission.
Reaching the poor and underserved by
providing them with a more nutritious food
option is just one of the many ways the
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation
follows in the footsteps of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

-

Natalie Trout, Communications Coordinator,
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation
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SPECIAL FEATURE

AGO Alumna Sees Home and Family Everywhere
other alumni, Gloria learned that Sister Gregory had
that impact on a lot of the AGO students she cared
for. “I’m sure she’ll never be put up for sainthood,
but in my book, she’ll always be ‘Saint Sister
Gregory.’” She also served as a Grandma to Gloria
and her husband Joe’s three children. The Casper
family visited her frequently until Sister Gregory
passed away.

Sister Lucy Megaro (left) gives a warm welcome to Gloria
Casper. Gloria visited Sister Lucy at the Catherine Kasper
Home in July.

T

he definition of family is a fluid one to Gloria
Zampa Casper. It’s anyplace you make a home.
Angel Guardian Orphanage (AGO) was home to
her and two of her sisters from 1945 to 1954. It was
during these years that she began to redefine her
notions of home and family. “I think growing up at
Angel Guardian Orphanage has really helped me
adapt to any life style I may come across,” Gloria said
during a recent interview.
Gloria was relocated there with her sisters, Mary
and Bonnie, following the deaths of their parents,
in August 1945. She was nine years old. Her older
sister Lee lived with an aunt and uncle, and she lost
track of her two brothers, Danny and Sergio, who
were already adults by then. While Lee visited on the
weekends, Gloria quickly found a new “Grandma”
in Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ Sister Gregory, one
of the many PHJC Sisters to influence her during her
AGO years.
“My remembrance of Sister Gregory was her big
smile, her walk, and her white wimple (collar) that
was always crumpled up from letting all of the
little ones give her hugs or holding them in her
arms,” Gloria recalls. “I know God had a reason for
sending her to me,” she added. She remembers Sister
Gregory entrusting her with jobs that carried a lot of
responsibility, which built up her sense of self-esteem
and boosted her confidence. In conversations with
12 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

Other Sisters influenced Gloria in her desire
to become a nurse. After graduating from AGO
in 1954, she got her nursing degree from
St. Anne Nursing School in Chicago in
1957. She profoundly remembers how Sister
Victoriana made science come alive by
actually inserting a tube down her throat to
extract gastric acids for conducting science
experiments. “She would then show us
how powerful this acid was with different
experiments,” Gloria recalled. Her work at the
AGO infirmary during her high school years
solidified her love of the profession. “I thought
nurses were glamorous,” she laughed.
During her AGO years, Gloria became friends
with fellow student Lucy Megaro, who became a
PHJC Sister after high school. The two friends still
correspond with each other and were reunited in
person in July 2015 when Gloria visited Sister Lucy at
the Catherine Kasper Home in Donaldson, Indiana.
Gloria’s second act was as a home child-care
provider. She learned a great deal about the
profession from Sister Adolpha, AGO kindergarten
teacher, and from raising her own three children.
Gloria was Sister Adolpha’s assistant in a classroom
full of 20 four year-olds. “I used many of her (Sister
Adopha’s) ideas and ways of teaching during my
years in running my own child-care business,” Gloria
said. She and her husband Joe, who passed away in
2002, raised two daughters and a son. All three are
University of Notre Dame graduates. Cindy and Joe
are attorneys, and her daughter Kathy is a health care
administrator. She has five grandchildren.
(AGO Alumna Sees Home and Family Everywhere,
continued on page 16)

CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Celebrating Family Day

F

ran, the Catherine Kasper Home (CKH),
therapy dog has requested to write the
article about the Family Day.
Fran, here. I am a part beagle mix, so they say and
I’m the therapy dog in the memory unit at CKH. As
in my previous articles, I have my treats beside my
dog size keyboard so that I have plenty of energy to
share about our Summer Family Day.
Family Day at Catherine Kasper Home was quite an
adventure. One of the nurses picked me up so I could
see the celebration going on outside. Residents and
their families gathered together to eat and enjoy the
great outdoors.
I was inside and could only imagine how wonderful
the hot dogs and hamburgers tasted. I could tell by
the residents’ smiles that fun was had by all. As you
can see from the pictures, we were blessed with a
wonderful day.
My treats are almost gone and my paws are getting
tired. Thank you for letting me share about our Family
Day CKH. Please come to visit me as I look forward to
meeting you when you visit CKH. Bring on the treats!

-

Crystal Bower, Catherine Kasper Life Center

(Exciting Turnout for Ancilla College Residence Hall
Blessing Ceremony, continued from page 10)
who are going to be able to
experience life in the United
States of America on Ancilla
College’s campus.”

Sister Judith Diltz,
PHJC, Provincial,
welcomes everyone to
the blessing ceremony.

Plymouth’s Mayor
Mark Senter and a
representative of Senator Joe
Donnelly’s office also gave
congratulations on the new
structure’s completion.
The blessing was performed
by the Most Reverend Bishop
Kevin Rhoades of the Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

After speaking, Bishop Rhoades walked through the
building blessing rooms while guests were encouraged
to peruse the floors of the recently occupied structure.
The hall, now booked to capacity, is home to more
than 100 new freshmen, many of whom come from
farther than the school’s traditional commuter range.
The three-story hall was designed and constructed
by Michael Kinder and Sons, Inc., of Fort Wayne.
Ancilla College president, Ken Zirkle said, “This hall
is changing the face of Ancilla College and, therefore,
changes the Marshall County community. Great
things are happening at Ancilla College and we hope
to bring the entire area along with us.”

-

J. Chad Kebrdle, Institutional Advancement Associate,
Ancilla College
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MOONTREE STUDIOS

New Endeavors and Delights at MoonTree Festival

T

he fourth annual
MoonTree Festival will
invigorate The Center at
Donaldson on Saturday,
September 19, 2015. The
theme this year takes us back
to our MoonTree roots – the
confluence of Art, Nature and
the Spirit within. MoonTree
Festival is comprised of
activities that celebrate the
mission of MoonTree Studios, including an art fair,
a natural building project, music and theatrical
performances, and all-around family fun.
Through visitors to MoonTree, we’ve noticed that
interest in sustainable living lifestyles is alive and
growing; the idea of living in symbiosis with Earth’s
natural ecology and cycles. Downsizing, reducing the
carbon footprint, and natural building are enjoying
a reawakening. The Poor Handmaid Sisters and
friends have some experience with those concepts;
in 2005 Sister Mary Baird and many friends built a
cob cottage at the back of The Center at Donaldson
property. It’s still in use today as a hermitage. In fact,
cob building methods and materials are time-tested
in northern climates. So at MoonTree Festival, cob
stomping and cob-sculpting will be happening, with
public participation. We’re building an outdoor kiln
shelter with partial walls of cob adjacent to MoonTree
Studios. The bones of it are up, so that at the festival,
we’ll stomp cob and sculpt the earthen walls. All
those interested in sustainable living are invited to
come, partake and learn.
There’ll be something to do all day long at the
festival: street entertainment, featuring Big Mother
Fricka, Queen of the Gypsies, and her wacky family:
her daughter, Gypsy Princess Magda; Boris – a gypsy
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by day and brain surgeon by night; Gypsy dancer
Serena of the Silk, and the Keeper of the Curse of
the Blue Feather. There will be music outdoors, food
service all day long by The Country Griller, and the
Festival Art Fair.
The Art Fair has grown every year, with artists
demonstrating and selling their works. Once again
we are showcasing a variety of artists – painters
of all media, clay artists, jewelry artists, weavers
and spinners, makers of natural soaps and other
products, confectioners, print makers, sculptors,
wood carvers – their work and wares create a vibrant
creative atmosphere. This year the art fair hours are
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. EDT.
Inside MoonTree Gallery, Festival day brings the
opening of a new art exhibit: Down to the Water, a
collection of watercolor paintings and giclées by
Indiana Artisan painter Brian Gordy. Brian has ties to
this area – in the late-1970’s he taught middle-school
art at Rochester. Later, he taught art at the university
level and privately for over 25 years. Throughout his
career, Brian’s paintings have depicted landscapes
of the Midwest, the north woods of Michigan and
Canada, and freshwater turtles in their natural
habitat – a series that still continues.
The MoonTree Festival is free and open to everyone.
Come out and spend a few hours or the whole day!
We invite those interested in learning about natural
building to contact MoonTree Studios at
(574) 935-1712 or moontree@poorhandmaids.org,
even before the festival.

-

Evelyn Schwenk, Coordinator, MoonTree Studios

MEXICO / MOONTREE STUDIOS

Mexico Happenings

Sister Elivia and four of her classmates who formed a team
for many class assignments.

I

n Mexico, the only important sport is football
(soccer). When a goal is made, the announcers
draw out the word in excitement. This is what the
Poor Handmaids in Querétaro wanted to shout
with Sister Elvia Mina Juarez when she received her
high school diploma in July. At age 35, she is more
than double the age of most of her 24 classmates,
all of whom are male, young men in the seminary.
Returning to an academic setting after many years
is a challenge. But Sister Elvia was up for it. Because
of her gentle presence the young men often sought
her out for her advice in life matters, mentoring them
in many ways. The school, Bachillerato Instituto
Querétaro, directed by the Marist Brothers, also
recognized her generosity and awarded her the
Service Medal. Congratulations, Sister Elvia in
reaching this very important goal!
Since the closing of Querétaro Vocation Center in
July of 2014, Sister Deborah has been volunteering at

a community comedor (soup
kitchen) four days each
week, preparing and serving
breakfast and assisting in
chopping veggies, cleaning
the beans, crying over
onions, and dishwashing.
But the most important
and life-giving aspect of
this ministry is meeting
with the guests. The soup
kitchen, AUDANDO.MX,
offers breakfast and lunch
to an average of 100 meals
each day, five days a week.
Sister Deb with Angelica The guests are indigent,
and her child.
indigenous as well as many
immigrants. Sister Deborah
has met numerous men, women and children from
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, as well as
those from the southern Mexican states of Chiapas,
Oaxaca and Veracruz. This has been such an eyeopening experience for her as these new friends share
their stories full of challenges, pain and struggles.
Their only goal is seeking a better life for themselves
and for their children. We wish them God speed.

-

Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC

Igniting Passion for Creativity: MoonTree Studios

M

oonTree Studios is a different kind of “artful
living” place…where you can get more in
touch with your creative side and experience a
mindful, compassionate, Earth-friendly way of
life. Here, you will meet people who know about
earth care and prairie arts; who will walk with you
to gather natural materials for weaving, or plants
that will yield wonderful colors to create a natural
painting. Some of these experiences are the folk arts
of our grandparents’ time. Here you can absorb
them for yourself, fearlessly using the processes you
discover to create something new, out of your own
creative imagination. You can let the materials teach
you. We want you to leave MoonTree excited about
your possibilities.

Here you can deepen your understanding of 2D
or 3D visual arts, or slow down and open up to
your heart’s intentions for self expression, your
spirituality. This place is MoonTree Studios,
sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
and part of The Center at Donaldson. The new
MoonTree Studios Catalog of Experiences, Events,
and Art Exhibits is available now – review it on
the website, www.moontreestudios.org or call us
at (574) 935-1712 to receive a copy.

-

Evelyn Schwenk, Coordinator, MoonTree Studios
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MARIA CENTER

Maria Center Residents Enjoy Greenhouses’
Summer Bounty

L

ife isn’t a straight line; it’s a full circle. That was
evident on July 28 when the Ministry Center
Greenhouse hosted a fresh picked meal of summer
bounty for the Maria Center residents. The intergenerational event was the brainchild of Maria
Center Resident Services Coordinator Jennifer
Weinert and Greenhouse Specialist Sam Tepes.
Amanda Amstutz of AmeriCorps volunteered her
help as well. Together, the trio grew and prepared
a feast brimming with homegrown deliciousness,
along with a heaping side of friendship.

he’s very personable,” fellow resident Ken Jamsa
said. “The main thing I learned here is that you never
stop learning,” Ken said. “I learn as much from
young people as they do from me,” he added.

The menu featured a fresh veggie tray with hummus,
grilled basil mozzarella chicken sandwiches with
fried tomatoes, fresh green beans, garlicky kale,
and croissants filled with blueberries, cream cheese
and grilled blueberries on top, which added an
unexpected hot and sweet finish according to Maria
Center resident Pauline Pearson.

Pauline also loved the beautiful place settings
Amanda set for the meal. “She’s such a downto-earth girl. I didn’t expect something so fancy,”
Pauline said. “The folks at the greenhouse are
fascinating because of all that they do and their
devotion and dedication to it,” she said about all
three of the evening’s hosts. Everyone enjoyed a
good meal and camaraderie. Both Ken and Amanda
noted that Jennifer grills vegetables very well,
since everything was tender crisp, not mushy. “It’s
something we hope to do again,” Jennifer said.

“The greenhouse is very well run,” Pauline stated.
“Sam has good ideas, and I’m impressed with how
he creates his own fertilizer,” she added. During the
meal, Sam discussed his rock dust fertilizer making
technique with the residents. “Sam has passion and

(AGO Alumna Sees Home and Family Everywhere,
continued from page 12)

Gloria Casper (center) visits with Elected Leadership.
While foster care is widespread today and
orphanages are not as common, Gloria believes AGO
offered her more than the foster care system ever
could have. After having lunch with some of her
16 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

Pauline grew an extensive garden when she was
raising her six children. Then she canned the produce
for her family every summer. “It was a pleasure in
the winter to just take something off the shelf,” she
said. Ken never gardened much since he disliked
pulling weeds as a child.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

former classmates who were placed in foster care
after leaving AGO, Gloria said the ladies revealed
to her that they would have rather stayed at AGO.
Her friends noted that AGO had more to offer them
in terms of support, services and exploring career
paths than foster care. “Now as I look back on my
life, I see how much of a positive impact living at
AGO had on my life. Not everything was great, but
I remember more happy instances. You form a bond
with each other. A child needs to feel they are part of
the family,” Gloria said. That’s why she still stays
in touch with her “family” of other AGO alumni,
and the PHJC Sisters. Thanks to the PHJC
Sisters, AGO turned out to be anything but
a Dickens’s novel.

-

Barbara Allison, Assistant, Communications

CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

REAL Services Age of Excellence Award Recipients

S

erving as a
dedicated
volunteer at
Catherine
Kasper Home
has become
second nature
for John Guyse.
Tiffany Hardy
John Guyse
He was recently
nominated as
Volunteer of the Year through REAL Services Age of
Excellence. His commitment to spending time twice a
week with the residents of Catherine Kasper Home is
noted as he plays cards, sits with residents, goes for
walks, attends outings and assists with entertainment
events. His quiet presence makes a real difference in
each life he touches at Catherine Kasper Home.

Nominated three times as HealthCare Professional of
the Year through REAL Services Age of Excellence,
Tiffany Hardy serves as the Admissions Coordinator
Case Manager at Catherine Kasper Home. Her
dedication to providing care and support to older
adults spans 22 years. Tiffany’s career in long-term
care started while in high school, through her years
at Indiana University in Bloomington, and now at
Catherine Kasper Home. She wholeheartedly wants
each person she meets to have everything they need
and want. Advocacy is her mission in life.

-

Crystal Bower, Catherine Kasper Life Center

Make a Difference

A

re you interested in
sharing your time
with the residents at
Catherine Kasper Home?
Catherine Kasper Home is looking for passionate,
caring volunteers to spend time with its residents.
Perhaps you have a talent you would like to share or
it could be as simple as reading to a resident, listening
to someone reminisce, or just being with someone.
Would you spare an hour or two each week or month?
Applications for volunteers are currently being
accepted. To learn more, contact Bridget Hoch,
Spiritual Wellness Coordinator at (574) 935-1717 or
bhoch@poorhandmaids.org

Catherine Kasper Home, a ministry sponsored by the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, is part of Catherine
Kasper Life Center, a Continuing Care Retirement
Community committed to the comfort, dignity, and
well
beingStudios
of all residents as they continue on their
MoonTree
P.O. Box 1; 9601 Union Road
journey
through life.
Donaldson, Indiana 46513
Phone: (574) 935-1712
Fax:
(574) 935-1701
moontree@poorhandmaids.org
www.moontreestudios.org

Please consider partnering with the
CKH staff as they nurture
the well being of all residents.

-

Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

May all our prayers, works and sufferings be
accompanied by the grace of God and thus
give honor to God and ensure our own and
our neighbor’s salvation.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

www.TheCenterAtDonaldson.org
Sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Ancilla
College
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IN MEMORY

In Memory of Our Sisters

S

Sister Mary Edward
Mason, PHJC

ister Mary Edward
Mason, PHJC, passed
away June 19, 2015, at the
Catherine Kasper Home,
Donaldson, Indiana. She
was born to Edward Leland
and Estella Carmel Mason
in Quincy, Illinois on
July 5, 1922. She entered the Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ community and professed her first vows on
June 25, 1944.
Sister Mary Edward became a teacher in 1944 and
taught hundreds of children throughout the years
at St. Mark, Gary; St. Ann, Monterey; and St. Mary,
East Chicago, in Indiana. In Illinois, she taught at
St. Augustine, Chicago and St. John, Quincy. Her
love of children was evident as a house mother and
cottage mother at St. Vincent Villa, a PHJC orphanage
in Fort Wayne, Indiana and Angel Guardian
Orphanage, Chicago. In 1986 she became a Sister
Hostess at St. Catherine Hospital in East Chicago,
Indiana and then served as a pastoral visitor at
St. Vincent Home in Quincy, Illinois.
During her 60th jubilee celebration, she said, “My
ministry at St. Vincent’s Home is somewhat special
since it is only a half block from where I grew up
and is in the parish I belonged to before joining the
convent. I feel God has given me this ministry at
St. Vincent’s Home to prepare for my own retirement
years – God willing.”
A little adventurous, Sister Mary Edward’s family
gifted her a skydiving experience which she said she
would never forget.
Sister Mary Edward retired to the Catherine Kasper
Home in 2006.

When someone you love becomes
a memory, the memory becomes
a treasure.
— Author Unknown
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Sister Alice Kunkel, PHJC

S

ister Alice Kunkel, PHJC,
passed away
August 8, 2015, at the
Catherine Kasper Home,
Donaldson, Indiana. She was
born to John and Elizabeth
(Rolfers) Kunkel in Carlyle,
Illinois on July 27, 1921. She
entered the Poor Handmaid
of Jesus Christ community and professed her first
vows on June 25, 1947.
Sister Alice served 18 years as a teacher at St. Bavo
and St. Joseph, Mishawaka, Indiana and at
St. Boniface, Edwardsville and St. Mary, Carlyle,
Illinois. For the next 36 years she ministered in the
business office at Convent Ancilla Domini and then
served the PHJC Community as a volunteer.
In reflection on her ministries, Sister Alice said,
“After years of teaching, I came to the Motherhouse
to work in the Business Office with Sister Symphoria
and Sister Hermanda. I loved the work very much.
Besides loving the work and being here, the beautiful
chapel was nearby and I found time for visits to the
Blessed Sacrament. It was a time to spend with my
God whom I came to serve and love more fully.”
Sister Alice retired to the Catherine Kasper Home
in 2012.

Sister Kenneth
Scheibal, PHJC

S

ister Kenneth Scheibal,
PHJC, passed away
August 10, 2015, at the
Catherine Kasper Home,
Donaldson, Indiana. She was
born to Joseph and Christine
(Kriger) Scheibal in Glen
Carbon, Illinois on
September 28, 1927. She
entered the Poor Handmaid
of Jesus Christ community
and professed her first vows on June 25, 1950.
(In Memory, continued on page 19)

NAZARETH HOME

Thursday, October 1, 2015

The Radisson at Star Plaza

800 East 81st Avenue • Merrillville, Indiana

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. CDT

Honorary Chair:
Bishop Donald J. Hying
Tickets: $100 per person
To purchase tickets online, please
visit www.nazarethhome.com
Food Stations, Entertainment,
Live and Silent Auctions

(In Memory, continued from page 18)
Sister Kenneth began a career in education in 1950.
For the next 38 years she served as a teacher and/
or principal at schools in Indiana including St. Ann,
Black Oak; St. Joseph and St. Monica, Mishawaka;
Holy Spirit, Fort Wayne; and St. Catherine of
Siena, Hammond.
In Illinois, Sister Kenneth taught at St. John
Orphanage, Belleville; Angel Guardian Orphanage,
Chicago; St. Boniface, Germantown; St. John, Quincy;
St. Mary and St. Boniface, Edwardsville; St. Anthony,
Beckemeyer; St. Joseph and St. Augustine, Chicago;

Please purchase your tickets
by Friday, September 25.
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

and Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic School, East St. Louis.
Following her education ministry, she provided child
care, ministry to the homebound, and pastoral care.
Sister Kenneth believed it was a privilege to have
taught thousands of children over the years.
Sister Kenneth lived at Catherine Kasper Home.

May Sisters Mary Edward, Alice and
Kenneth rest in peace!
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
•
•

•
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JesusChrist
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SAVE THE DATES!

Prayer Service for PHJCs buried at St. Boniface
Cemetery (4901 N. Clark St., Chicago, Illinois 60640) –
10:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Liturgy in Ancilla Domini Chapel at
St. Michael in Old Town (1633 N. Cleveland Ave.,
Chicago, Illinois 60614) – 12:00 p.m.
Luncheon following Mass
Prayer Service for PHJCs buried at St. Henry
Cemetery (Devon and Ridge Avenues, Chicago,
Illinois 60660) – 2:15 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
•
•
•

Eucharistic Liturgy at Holy Name Cathedral
(735 N. State St., Chicago, Illinois 60610) – 10:30 a.m.
Reception and Program – 11:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Reunion of Former Sisters and Alumnae of Ancilla
Domini High School – 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
•
•

Prayer Service for PHJCs buried at St. Mary
Cemetery (87th St. and Hamlin Ave., Evergreen
Park, Illinois 60805) – 9:15 a.m.
South Side Celebration: Eucharistic Liturgy,
Luncheon and Program at Sabre Room
(8900 W. 95th St., Hickory Hills, Illinois 60457) –
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 – Angel Guardian Orphanage
150th Anniversary Celebration

www.poorhandmaids.org/cominghome
For more information and to register for any of these
events, visit www.poorhandmaids.org/cominghome or
call Julie Dowd at (574) 935-1768.
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•
•

Luncheon and Program at Misericordia in the Jean
Ryan Center (6300 N. Ridge Rd., Chicago, Illinois
60660) – 12:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Liturgy at Blessed Alojzije Stepinac
Croation Church (6346 N. Ridge Ave., Chicago,
Illinois 60660) – 4:00 p.m.
All times are listed in Central Daylight Time (CDT)

