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Return always to stillness, that our loving
God can do what he intends.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE

New Board Member Reflects on Involvement
with Sojourner Truth House

Chelsea L. Whittington

A few months ago, I received
a Facebook message from a
friend inquiring if I would
be interested in serving on
the board of Sojourner Truth
House (STH). My mind
immediately raced back to my
previous encounters with the
organization. I smiled when I
thought of the Walk for STH
and how it made me feel to
join a sea of others walking to
make a difference in the lives
of women and their children.

I then began to think…would I be able to meet the
commitment? I am the type of person who never
wants to do anything half way, so I wanted to be sure
that I could really give it my all. Lastly, I pondered
on what attributes I could bring to the board if they
decided to accept me.
It wasn’t long before I found myself responding to
that Facebook message saying, “Yes, just tell me what
I need to do.”

Over the next few months, I received a very warm
and personal introduction to STH. I attended a
“Coffee and Conversation” and was given a tour of
the facility. I even dropped by one day and had lunch
with the staff. I knew the organization did great
work, but after chatting with some the clients, that’s
when I began to pray that I would be appointed to
the board. I had to be a part of the solution!
Since being officially appointed to the board in
August, I have rolled up my sleeves and gotten busy.
As Director of Communications for the City of Gary,
it is part of my job to coordinate charitable efforts
and share these opportunities with city employees.
We now have a monthly toiletry/food drive at City
Hall where employees can bring in items all month
and then they are delivered to STH at the end of the
month. Then we start collecting all over again!
I have also joined the Social Media sub-committee
so that I can assist with crafting messages about
the great work taking place at STH. Facebook and
(New Board Member Reflects on Involvement with
Sojourner Truth House, continued on page 5)

Wishing your family a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
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ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY

The Associate Community Celebrates 30 Years

Spiritual growth is a focus of the Associate Community.
This year’s gathering challenged us to “be the charism,” to
embrace our differences while remembering the goodness
and faith that bonds us together.

On a beautiful fall day this past September, over one
hundred gathered in Donaldson to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Associate Community. Among
those in attendance were seven of our first Associates.
It was inspiring to listen as each shared what it meant
to them to be an Associate and the many changes they
have experienced as the Associate Community grew
and developed into what it is today. In the words of
one of our founding Associates, Selma Wuebbels, “As
Associates, we feel if we can do just some of what
Mother Mary Catherine Kasper has done through
the years, we have accomplished something good.
Remember these words of wisdom: Don’t rush
through the journey, enjoy, laugh a lot and appreciate
all of God’s wonders.”

W

hen Blessed Catherine Kasper was first
establishing her new religious congregation
she spoke of Associates. In the biography
of her life With Attentive Ear and Courageous Heart,
Rev. George T. Meagher writes (regarding the
new regulations of February 1850) “Persons who
desired to participate in the charitable work of
the newly-formed society could be affiliated with
it as tertiaries or associate members. These latter
were to follow the statutes only insofar as their
station in life permitted.” These associate members
continued with the Poor Handmaids throughout
the formative first years of the congregation in
Dernbach, Germany. More than a hundred years
later in the United States, a movement began to
develop another such relationship. In 1982 the PHJC
Provincial Chapter passed a proposal that initiated
the Associate Program and the following year the
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ Congregation invited
the first men and women to become Associates in
their congregation. Thirty years later the Associates
have gone through much growth and transformation.
Eight of those original Associates remain involved
with the Associate Community as it is known today.
They have been joined by many others and the
Associate Community now numbers about 140.
The Associates are men and women who make a
non-vowed temporary covenant with the Associate
Community in the Spiritual Family of Catherine
for the purpose of mutual spiritual enrichment,
development of community and the promotion of
service. This commitment is based on a common call
of the Holy Spirit to live Catherine’s charism.
4
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30-year Associate Dorothy Weber shares some thoughts on
her life as an Associate.
In addition, some thoughts from our former Associate
Directors were also enjoyed. Sister Joan Fisher who
was our first full-time Associate Director (1986-1992)
shared “As I worked with the Associates, my driving
force was what Vatican II proclaimed: IT IS THE
CHURCH OF THE LAITY. My heart rejoiced as I
witnessed the love and commitment of the Associates
as they reached out to the lives of the people in their
communities. Later…those associate connections
helped time and time again in serving those in need. I
am touched again by all the goodness and the years of
commitment you Associates have so faithfully given.”

Don’t rush through the journey, enjoy, laugh
a lot and appreciate all of God’s wonders.
(The Associate Community Celebrates 30 Years,
continued on page 5)

ASSOCIATE COMMUNITY / SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE
(The Associate Community Celebrates 30 Years, continued
from page 4)
The Associate 30th Anniversary celebration was held
in conjunction with the biannual Associate Gathering.
This year those attending heard an inspiring
presentation entitled Journeying Together in Spirit by
Marci Madary. Marci is the Affiliate Director for the
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in La Crosse,
Wisconsin and served as the chair of the NACAR
(North American Conference of Associates and
Religious) board for eight years. Marci encouraged us
to consider the mutual relationship between Sisters
and Associates focusing on both where we come
together and where we individuate. Her use of poetry
and short stories kept the group wanting to hear more.
All went away with much food for thought looking a
little deeper into our relationships with one another
and through one another with our God. Comments
by those in attendance included: “It was wonderful
and the best part was seeing the other Associates;
it was “like a family gathering”; it was “charism in
action”; the best part was “coming together to share
and recharge our spirits!”; and it was “a wonderful
experience I will never forget.”

The Associate Community is a way in which persons
can deepen their spiritual journey by sharing the
mission of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ and
the charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper. Associates
are men and women, single or married, from
various economic, racial and cultural backgrounds
who wish to participate in the values, goals and
challenges of the Spiritual Family of Catherine. If
you would like more information about the Associate
Community please contact Donna Sikorski, Director
by phone at (574) 936-9936 or via email at dsikorski@
poorhandmaids.org.

-

Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

A few more snapshots from the Associate
Community’s 30th Anniversary celebration

(New Board Member Reflects on Involvement with
Sojourner Truth House, continued from page 2)
Twitter are some of the most powerful and instant
tools that help get the word out, and I know it will
certainly raise awareness of STH. Also, it is my goal
to host a Womenade event in the upcoming months.
So often there is a focus on the negative aspects of
my fair city of Gary, and I work hard each day to tell
the great stories while dispelling the myths. STH
represents one of those great stories, and I am proud
to say this facility is in my hometown.

My participation on this board has reminded me
that it is my duty to give back to my community
and to others as much as possible. It is an honor and
a blessing to serve alongside such passionate and
dedicated individuals, and I look forward to the
phenomenal, life changing moments we will make
together in support of Sojourner Truth House.

-

Chelsea L. Whittington, Director of Communications for the
City of Gary and Sojourner Truth House Board Member

Winter 2013
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ANCILLA COLLEGE

Ancilla Alumna Visits Poor Handmaids in Mexico
plan a trip to San Ildefonso, Mexico. San Ildefonso
is a small village of Otomi, an indigenous people to
Central Mexico, about 12 miles outside the town of
Amealco. And she was not alone. Sarah volunteered
alongside three other Americans and 12 university
students from Mexico. Sister Mary Jane divided
the volunteers into pairs, each pair working with a
different grade level at the local summer camp.
The volunteers’ theme became “Un Mundo Feliz” or
“Our Happy World,” since the focus of the camp was on
making the world a better place through cooperation.

Kindergarten students attending Sister Mary Jane’s 2013
Summer Camp in San Ildefonso, Querétaro, Mexico,
gather around a tortoise from the Querétaro Zoo after
reading “Yortuga la Tortuga.”

Y

ou step onto a plane to fly over 2000 miles
from your home to a country where you don’t
speak the language. You land at the airport in
Querétaro, Mexico at 10:00 p.m., where two PHJC
Sisters take you to a remote mountain village over an
hour away. Sound crazy? Maybe to you or me, but
not to Ancilla alumna Sarah Cawthon ‘12.
Sarah is part of IU-Bloomington’s individualized
major program, in which she studies journalism and
Latino studies. What better way for a Latino studies
major to spend her summer than volunteering for 18
days in Mexico? Sarah couldn’t think of any: “I was
there to absorb the Mexican culture, learn Spanish
and document my experience through photography.
My trip was a chance to volunteer and gain a better
understanding for my Latino studies major.” She
had hoped to learn conversational Spanish but got
even more than she expected. Looking back, Sarah
reminisced, “What I learned exceeded any words I
could have added to my vocabulary.”
Sarah combined her connection to and love of Ancilla
College with her studies at IU. She connected with
PHJC Sisters, including Sister Mary Jane Ranek, to
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Sarah and her partner were assigned to work with
the kindergarten-aged children at the camp. “When
I first began working with the kindergarteners, I was
very nervous and most of the children were skeptical
of me. For many, I was the first person they had ever
encountered who did not speak Spanish,” said Sarah.
It could also have been her blond hair and blue eyes
that gave the children a heads up. However, reading
Yorgua la Tortuga (Yertle the Turtle), a Dr. Seuss book, to
three year old Diego was all it took to break the ice. He
soon sought Sarah out as a soccer buddy during recess.
Sarah encouraged five year old Rogelio to play
during recess as well. She explains, “Otomi parents
do not often play with their children, so most grow
up not knowing how to play. I would see Rogelio
sitting on the sidewalk instead of playing soccer with
his classmates. So, I grabbed a soccer ball and kicked
the ball towards Rogelio. Not wanting to be rude,
Rogelio would politely kick the ball back to me and
sit back down. After a few times of kicking the ball,
Rogelio started to smile and continued to stand as he
waited for the ball to be passed his way again.”
The little girls and boys soon had a part of Sarah’s
heart forever. Sarah comments, “I realized that
children are wonderful when showing you what
real happiness is even when you do not share the
same language. Diego and the other kindergarteners
displayed the cooperation and acceptance they were
capable of at the young ages of three to five years
old and how happy they could be simply having
someone to play with.” Sarah returned home 18 days
later and is now back at IU continuing her studies.

-

Chelsea Chalk, Assistant Professor of Communication/
Institutional Advancement Associate, Ancilla College

MEXICO

Poor Handmaids Culminate Their Celebration of
25 Years of Presence in Mexico
Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper, foundress of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, wrote to the American
province in 1887:

Let us give thanks to God daily for
his love and his grace which he pours
out continually.

T

he central theme of this jubilee year for 25
years of presence in Mexico is a profound,
immense thanksgiving to God and to those
who accompanied the Poor Handmaids during these
years. The first celebration, March 2 of this year, was
in Coatzacoalcos, the first mission of the community
in Mexico. The culmination of this celebration
was Saturday, October 5, 2013 in San Ildefonso,
Amealco, Querétaro.
Father Margin Lara Becerri, Vicar General of the
Diocese of Querétaro, was the main celebrant of the
Eucharist. He was accompanied by the Pastor of
Amealco, Father Juvenal Hernandez and by Father
Raymundo Dominguez of the Company of Mary – the
congregation that invited the Poor Handmaids to Mexico
25 years ago.
What an
inspiring
homily Father
Martin gave!
Congratulating
the Poor
Handmaids,
From left to right: Father Juvenal
he reminded
Hernandez, Father Margin Lara Becerri us that, with
and Father Raymundo Dominguez
25 years,
we are “just
blossoming in
our youth.” This is a moment to look to the past, the
present and the future. Looking to the past, one can
see the presence of the Lord where they have walked;
one can see what has been achieved. The present,
today, is a day to rejoice and give thanks to God.
Looking to the future – with hope – one sees the call
to continue fulfilling the mission. There is much to do,
and in the blossoming of youth, one can do much!

Many women, men, youth and children helped
the Sisters make this celebration possible: details
for the Mass, decorating the auditorium, cooking,
serving the rich pozole (typical Mexico dish) and
cake to more than 300 guests who arrived from San
Ildefonso, from the city of Querétaro and area.
Sisters Carole Langhauser and Loretta Schleper from
the United States brought a very special gift from the
Provincial Leadership: an original crucifix, number
four of a series of 17, which the Sisters in Germany
had sent to the new Motherhouse in Donaldson,
Indiana in 1923. This was a moving way of passing
on a part of the legacy of the congregation.

With our foundress Blessed Catherine Kasper,
we wish to say once more: “As we review
[these 25 years] we want to give thanks again
to God for the blessings and benefits which we
receive through his goodness and love.”

-

Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC

Winter 2013
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DEVELOPMENT

Fall Fundraising Events Raise Needed Resources
for Bethany Retreat House, Nazareth Home and
Ancilla College

B

T

The Nazareth Hom

Each of these PHJC ministries has a very different mission,
but one thing is clear – they each have supporters who like
to have fun and raise money while doing so!
ethany Retreat House held their annual tea,
“Autumn Blessings,” on September 23 at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Hammond, Indiana.
Guests enjoyed nibbling on tea sandwiches, scones,
fruit and desserts while they bid on silent auction
baskets or chose which raffle baskets and door prize
items they would hope to win.

Tea speaker Pam Bayer uses one of her tea cups to talk
about friendship traits.
Pamela Bayer, Valparaiso, presented the program
“Tea Cup Friends.” Bayer, in Victorian dress,
compared assorted teacups with similarities and
differences of individuals in our lives, demonstrating
that it takes all of us to enjoy a good cup of tea and to
make the world a better place.

he Nazareth Home Gala, held October 10,
celebrated 20 years of helping infants and
toddlers who need a safe and loving environment.
Sister Kathleen Quinn, PHJC, was honored for her
foresight in founding Nazareth Home; Sister Barbara
Kuper, PHJC, was honored for her 17 years as director
and foster mother; and St. Catherine Hospital – along
with past leadership of John Birdzell and current
leadership of JoAnn Birdzell – was honored for their
support in 1993 that remains as strong today.

The event was a departure from the past 10 years
as guests enjoyed a variety of delicacies served
in stations at the Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza in
Merrillville. Chefs Jack Mix of Comfort’s Catering,
and Cheryl Molenda, provided the delicious
cupcakes for dessert that served as centerpieces along
with floral arrangements from Dixon’s Florists.
An exciting silent auction and a lively oral auction
showcased many interesting items. Some returning
favorites included race car driving lessons, a fishing
trip, excursions to New Mexico and Florida, and
beautiful glass lamps from Sourlis Glass.
Presenting sponsors were Mortar Net Solutions and
St. Catherine Hospital. Committee members who
worked diligently to organize such a successful
evening are pictured below.

Attendees brought their own cups and saucers and
enjoyed sharing special memories of friends and
family that the cups inspired.
Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC, director of Bethany Retreat
House shared, “People are so generous in donating
items, assembling baskets, baking, and volunteering on
the committee. This event is truly a community builder, a
wonderful experience of graciousness and community.”
Committee members included Dorene Albright,
Denyse and George Buck, Rosemary Balczo, Sister
Joyce Diltz, PHJC, Lizette Chagolla, Mary Jo Gorman,
Barb Hargrove, Sister Kathleen Quinn, PHJC, and
Barb Schilling.
8
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2013 Nazareth Home Gala Committee includes Jean
Bowman (not pictured), Beth Kaminski, Angela Moore,
Peggy Guernsey, Joyce Koch, Sister Barbara Kuper, Tom
Collins, Sister Kathleen Quinn, Karren Lee and Mary Ryan
(Fall Fundraising Events Raise Needed Resources,
continued on page 9)

DEVELOPMENT
(Fall Fundraising Events Raise Needed Resources,
continued from page 8)

Honorees included (from left to right) Sister Barbara Kuper,
Sister Kathleen Quinn and representing St. Catherine
Hospital, CEO JoAnn Birdzell.

“Books, Brushes and Bands,” under the direction of Jade
Maze, entertained guests with several lively tunes.

Cliff Johnson shares his thoughts about his son, adopted 16
years ago after being at Nazareth Home as an infant.

Ancilla College students, who are recipients of the College’s
financial aid, dined with guests at their tables throughout
the room and shared their experience at the College.

A

ncilla College held their inaugural Changing Lives Scholarship
Dinner on November 8 at Swan Lake Resort in Plymouth, Indiana.
In addition to a wonderful meal and silent and live auctions, the
College’s top honors were awarded.
The Sister Mary Dolores Outstanding Alumni Award was presented to Tony
Ross. This award recognizes dedicated alumni in the community who have
demonstrated ongoing involvement with Ancilla College and the Alumni
Association. Tony is a 1991 graduate of Ancilla College and proud to be a part
of three generations of Ancilla alumni. During his acceptance speech, Tony
shared passionately how important the College was to his life and career.

Tony Ross accepts the Sister Mary
Dolores Outstanding Alumni Award
from the Ancilla Alumni Association
President, Lily Myers.

Dr. Jim and Betty Rimel received the Ancilla Award, initiated in 1975 as
the College’s highest honor. This award is given to a dedicated supporter
of Ancilla College who has shown distinguished community service. Dr.
Rimel was a surgeon in Marshall County for more than 34 years and the
couple has supported the College since Betty was a student in the 1980s.
(Fall Fundraising Events Raise Needed Resources, continued on page 10)
Winter 2013
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LINDENWOOD RETREAT & CONFERENCE CENTER / DEVELOPMENT

Choosing Compassion: The Paradox of Power

A Retreat at Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center

M

ost of us live
and work with
issues related to
the negative use of power.
Control, repression and
abuse of power have come
to define the world we
live in. One only needs
to pick up a newspaper,
turn on news or scan the
Father Michael Crosby
internet to see example
after example of both the
use or misuse of power within both our religious,
civic and national organizations. The use of power
or the ability to influence, whether for good or ill
depends on the way leaders or individuals use their
power in relationship to others. But must it always
be so? The answer to this question was at the heart of
Lindenwood’s decision to host a workshop/retreat
with Father Michael Crosby, O.F.M.Cap., entitled:
“Choosing Compassion: The Paradox of Power”
based on Crosby’s book of the same title.
The October 18-20, 2013 workshop was attended
by 20 individuals, who were first challenged to
broaden their understanding of power. “Power,”
Crosby stated, “is more than a negative force that
prevents a person from doing something or that
represses his or her growth and development; it
is also a force for creativity and wisdom.” Crosby
continued, “When power becomes a negative force,
via exploitation, manipulation, or domination, it is
experienced as CONTROL. However, when power
(Fall Fundraising Events Raise Needed Resources,
continued from page 9)
During dinner, the Lincoln Legends, a student vocal
group from Lincoln Junior High School in Plymouth,
performed a medley of entertaining tunes under the
direction of Brandi Brennan. Francis Ellert served as
emcee and Sam Goebel entertained with his lively
style of auctioneering.
The purpose of this dinner was to raise scholarship
funds. More than 90% of Ancilla College students are
provided assistance in the form of grants, scholarships,
10 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

is expressed as a positive force, via affirmation, trust
and collaboration, it is expressive of CARE.”
During the weekend workshop, Crosby helped the
group to understand this forgotten side of power
by drawing from real-life examples as well as
theory. Challenging the group to understand how
they choose to use power and how the negative
way of relating, if unchecked can result in breaks
in relationship and ultimately, to indifference or
lack of care. However, by creating trust wherein
people are free from negative dynamics, healthy
relationships are fostered through collaboration and
care. This promotes a non-violent basis for deepening
understanding and compassion.
Lindenwood plans to continue exploration of this
topic of power and its use by hosting a series of
evening sessions based on Crosby’s work. Using
study and video guides along with group dialogue,
these sessions will help the participants on their
own journey from control to compassion. For further
information contact Lindenwood at (574) 935-1781 or
go to www.lindenwood.org
Father Michael Crosby, O.F.M. Cap., belongs to the
Midwest Province of the Capuchin Franciscans where
he lives in fraternity with other brothers serving the
poor of Milwaukee’s downtown area. His book, “The
Paradox of Power: From Control to Compassion,” is
published by Crossroad Publishing Company.

-

Sister Cathy Schwemer, PHJC, Marketing/Program
Coordinator, Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center

and work-study opportunities, but those with the most
financial need have had their grants from the State of
Indiana decreased by 40% over the past four years.
While many people worked to make this event a big
success, the committee, consisting of Diana Caldwell,
Larry Faulstich, Dr. Ron May, Jessica Oliver, Carrie
Shelhart, Terry Sanders, Tom Sibal, Eric Wignall and
Todd Zeltwanger, are to be commended for their
outstanding commitment.

-

Terry Sanders, Development Director, Ancilla Systems
Incorporated

EARTHWORKS

Earthworks First Annual Farm to Fork Dinner

A

t one of my first
board meetings
when I initially
became an Earthworks
board member, Sister
Sue Rogers, RSCJ shared
an aspiration that she
wanted to turn into a
fund raising reality – a
Farm to Fork Dinner. I
recalled the excitement in her voice as she shared the
vision as I, too, had been following this interesting
concept of educating dinner guests about local,
whole foods while gifting them with dining in a lush
outdoor setting. But, unfortunately, at the time, the
idea drew some reservations from the board about
the success of such an event in our area; after all, we
did not live in Chicago or Indianapolis, which was
the location of similar events that had been staged by
other organizations. But I continued to be intrigued
with the idea and to be challenged to go against
the odds and make an event like this successfully
happen. So at the end of 2012 and the beginning
of 2013 as Sister Sue, Lisa Miller and I met to plan
strategies for upcoming Earthworks’ events, the topic
was again discussed. We three small, but mighty
conspirators voted to proceed with the first annual
Farm to Fork Dinner.
I had the opportunity to dine at Spire, a LaPorte,
Indiana eatery for a family birthday celebration. The
restaurant featured only locally grown foods from
within a 250-mile radius. The food was scrumptious,
and the surroundings were beautiful. As we left the
restaurant, I noticed the entrance sign read “Farm
to Fork Cuisine.” I had a “light bulb moment” that
had me planning the event on the car ride home,
even calling back to the restaurant to inquire of
the possibilities of Chef Brad Hindsley coming to
Plymouth for a fundraiser. After conducting an
interview meeting with him at the Earthworks Market,
Sister Sue and the committee knew we had a chef that
coincided EXACTLY with our own mission. He shared
insight with us on menu options, possible event
dates and suggested we have entertainment for our
guests. And as our confidence started to soar, we even
decided to add a silent auction to the event – why not?
Reflecting back, it is quite frightening that we
proceeded with the plans and announced the event

with no definitive event venue. After we had met
with Chef Brad, he shared he had conducted Farm to
Fork Dinners in the rough with no kitchen facilities,
running water or restroom facilities. But Sister Sue
emphatically stated we would not be directing our
guests to use any outhouses. So, the hectic search
was on as the event date had already been published
in the magazine, Edible Michiana. The perfect venue
would need to be private, environmentally beautiful,
with ample space for guests and parking, and have a
kitchen and restrooms.
Wow! We found a perfect place and more! Lynndi
and Ben Rader and Lynndi’s parents, Gary and
Eyvonne Aker, have a family property compound
in Plymouth. None of the committee, except for
Georgette Rader (Lynndi’s mother-in-law) had ever
seen the property. But Lynndi’s love for Earthworks
and the excitement that her children have for the
Earthworks’ summer camps helped to get a stamp of
approval when we inquired about the property for
our venue.
Plans then quickly started to fall into place. The
Culver Rough and Hilly Young Farmers and the
Marshall County Pork Producers donated $300 for
the entertainment. The jazz ensemble, The Dean’s
List, were very excited to be a part of our event
and performed at a reduced rate to get the musical
exposure in our area. Culver Young Farmers also
donated volunteer hours to assist in parking cars
for the event. Grand Rental was in charge of setting
up the tent by the pond while two area churches
donated tables and chairs for the event. Fonda
Suarez, a floral designer from Mishawaka, festively
decorated the venue and tables with amazing wild
flower arrangements. White lights were strung
around the ceiling of the tent as per the request of
Chef Brad and tiki torches were lit along the edge
of the pond. The building served as the staging area
for delicious appetizers and wine and beer from
Tom Kain of the Plymouth Party Pack and Culver’s
Evil Czech Brewery. Harpist Beth Pare entertained
guests while a video of the Earthworks’ summer
camp activities could be viewed on the big screen TV.
The Earthworks’ summer camp children were very
visible in their homemade serving aprons that they
(Earthworks First Annual Farm to Fork Dinner,
continued on page 14)
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SPECIAL FEATURE

“Little Boy Blue” – Part One
Jim Merriman, a retired detective/police officer who resides in Michigan, spent many years as a young boy at
Angel Guardian Orphanage in Chicago. He sat down one day to write a letter to his children about his unusual
childhood. The end result became a detailed account of his struggles and triumphs, acknowledging Sister Lucy
Megaro, PHJC, and others who have played key roles in his life. Printed here are edited excerpts of Jim’s story,
called “Little Boy Blue.”

H

e sat before me, a
man who could
approach an elderly
gentleman in his
driveway, rob him, tie
him up, put him in the
trunk, and then drive
around Niles, Michigan,
stopping once to let
the old man urinate,
all the while listening
to the man plead,
“Don’t hurt me. I’m
doing everything you
ask.” Finally, he drove
to an isolated area,
Jim Merriman proudly
wearing his father’s police hat doused the vehicle with
gasoline, opened the
(circa 1955).
trunk and doused the
terrified man, tossed a
match, and walked away with his girlfriend while
screams came from the trunk of the burning car.
“Why?” I asked him. He replied, “I had a tough
bringing-up. My mother left; my father was a drunk.”
As my head spun, I pondered once again why I’m
sitting on one side of the desk, a career police officer
and detective, while he sits on the other side, soon to
be convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to
life without parole.
In an attempt to find the pieces of the puzzle that
allowed me to survive my own “tough” childhood
with a long-deceased mother and an alcoholic father,
years shunted from relative to relative, more years
in two different orphanages, here I am – husband,
father, grandfather, an officer of the law, and now
enjoying time to reflect on my life and career.

This is my story.

Born in Chicago’s Lewis Memorial Hospital in 1952 and
now living in the small town of Buchanan, Michigan,
my life as the third child of Donald and Theresa
Merriman, was good.
My two older sisters, Donna, born in 1948, and
Frances, born in 1949, were both in school on a
winter’s day in 1956. I was driving with my parents
to visit my maternal aunt, Ceil, in Lawrence,
Michigan. At four years of age, I sat in the back seat.
We were headed north out of Dowagiac on M-51
in snow and slick conditions when an oncoming
car started fishtailing…and soon pulled right into
our path, hitting us head-on. I remember red lights,
lots of people, and then sitting in Dowagiac Lee
Memorial Hospital next to my dad in a hallway.
Something was terribly wrong.
Later I learned my mom sustained major damage
to her skull and scalp. At the time, the more serious
problem was learning she was also suffering from
pulmonary fibrosis, a condition that would render
her bedfast for the rest of her short life.
In spite of this, the next four years passed in a
somewhat normal fashion. My mom spent most of
her time in bed, and my grandmother lived with us,
my dad worked for the Buchanan City Police, and I
remember wearing his police hat around the yard of
our home on Moccasin Street. It would be years later
that I would wear my own police hat and take my
place as a third generation police officer.
In March of 1960 my mom, at age 32, passed away.
I was seven, going on eight. Early one morning
my dad gathered all three of us into the bedroom.
Through a crack in the door, I saw people wheeling
a gurney out front. I knew before my dad said
anything that my mom was gone forever. My two
older sisters were 10 and 11 then. It would be the end
of our family life together.
(“Little Boy Blue” – Part One, continued on page 13)
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SPECIAL FEATURE
(“Little Boy Blue” – Part One, continued from page 12)
After the funeral, my dad wasn’t around too
much. I later learned that he started drinking. Our
grandmother continued to stay with us. My dad
was in close contact with our parish Catholic priest,
Father Janssen, who had visited often during my
mom’s illness. I surmise that it was Father Janssen
who may have been close enough to our situation to
recommend sending the three of us to East Lansing
to Saint Vincent Orphanage. From my perspective, it
meant new kids to meet and a new school to attend.
Intervening years took the Merriman children from Saint
Vincent Orphanage to the homes of various relatives,
enrollment in a Chicago Catholic school, and Jim’s
eventual arrival at Angel Guardian Orphanage.

Angel Guardian Orphanage and
Sister Lucy
In Chicago,
Donna was
enrolled in a
private school
where she
was planning
to become a
nun. Fran and
I were still
Angel Guardian tournament-winning
living with
7th and 8th grade basketball team of
Dad, but Fran
1966-67.
would soon
move in with
an uncle. That left only me, and being the baby of the
family did not come with benefits this time. Upon my
return from school one day, I was met by several Cook
County Child Protective Service workers. After a long
afternoon of questioning about Dad’s drinking and
how much time we spent unsupervised, I was driven
in the squad car to 2001 West Devon, to the front
doors of Angel Guardian Orphanage (AGO). I was now
truly alone. I wondered if Donna and Fran even knew
where I was. I wondered if Uncle Frank, Aunt Ceil and
Uncle Ray knew where I had been taken.
Escorted into a lobby, I was told to sit in a chair. The
lobby was empty, extremely long and full of white
marble. I wondered how long I would be here. It
seemed especially lonely in the dark of the winter’s
evening. I lost track of time. From my seat I could

see down a very long corridor. Shortly, the protective
service men left, and the girl behind the counter
locked the front door of the lobby. Hearing footsteps
coming in my direction, I saw a nun walking down the
hallway. She was wearing the traditional long black
dress with a habit that blocked her side vision. The
interior of the habit was white and it matched a large
white bib. The nun approached the counter to talk
with the girl. She turned, pointed at me and motioned
for me to come to her. I was now officially more afraid
than I had ever been in my life. As I walked to her,
she smiled and said: “Hi, Jim. My name is Sister Lucy;
welcome to Angel Guardian. Follow me.”
It must have been very late because I didn’t see any
other kids. Each hallway seemed to be a city block
in length. We climbed the stairs to another long
hallway until we came to doorway number 27. For
the next five years, this was to be my home where I
would grow from fourth through eighth grade – very
formative years in the life of any boy.
Number 27 was one of the cottages, part of a system
that included ten boy cottages and ten girl cottages.
Putting her finger over her lips to quiet me, Sister
Lucy unlocked the door and I entered Cottage 27.
One wall had 35 cabinets with numbered doors. Later
I learned these were the Junk Boxes where kids kept
their toys, books, and any other belongings. Sister
Lucy took me to Locker #31 where I saw a pair of
pajamas. She told me to change into the pajamas and
hang my clothes on the hooks. She also told me there
was a pair of slippers on the bottom shelf to wear –
good for the floors that were extremely cold.
When we entered a large dormitory, Sister Lucy
walked me to an empty bed. It was made with a green
bedspread. Sister Lucy showed me how to slowly, neatly
fold the bedspread near the foot of the bed. I noticed all
the kids’ beds were the same way. I then climbed into
bed as Sister Lucy bid me good night and walked from
the room, turning off all remaining dim lights. I could
see in the corner of the dormitory a small window with
vertical blinds on the inside. The light in there made me
believe that it was Sister Lucy’s room. After a short time,
Sister Lucy’s room went dark. I looked at the ceiling as I
fell asleep wondering what tomorrow would bring.
Part Two of this story will be continued in the next issue of
Word Gathering, sharing Jim Merriman’s account of people,
incidents and life choices that helped him shape his future.

-

Jim Merriman and Jane Bomberger, PHJC Curator
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ANCILLA COLLEGE / EARTHWORKS

Tree Planted in Honor of Dr. Otis Bowen
In response to his dedication to Ancilla College and
his time at the Catherine Kasper Home (CKH), a
“kousa” dogwood was planted. The hope is that the
tree’s presence will remind those living, working,
and studying on campus of Dr. Bowen’s generosity.

Dr. Ron May, President of Ancilla College

F

ormer Governor of Indiana, Dr. Otis Bowen, was
remembered on October 31, 2013 at Ancilla College.

Dr. Bowen had several connections to The Center at
Donaldson including his time as an Ancilla College board
member and Catherine Kasper Life Center resident.

Dr. Bowen was a powerful advocate on behalf of
Ancilla College and we are thankful for his service
as a trustee and his contributions to the college.
Through his generosity, Dr. Bowen has enabled us
to continue to fulfill our mission.

A small ceremony was planned for the event which
included reflections by Dr. May, Margie Pixey,
CKH chaplain, and Carol Bowen, Dr. Bowen’s wife.
Todd Zeltwanger, executive director of institutional
advancement at Ancilla College, opened the floor
for audience sharing and several attendees included
memories they had of Dr. Bowen. Sister Carleen
Wrasman, director of mission integration at Ancilla
College closed the ceremony with a responsive prayer.
Dr. Bowen was elected Governor of Indiana in 1972
and served two terms in office. Later in his career, he
was appointed as Secretary of Health and Human
Services under the Reagan Administration, which he
served until 1989. After his busy political career, he
retired to Bremen, Indiana.

-

Chelsea Chalk, Assistant Professor of Communication/
Institutional Advancement Associate, Ancilla College

— Dr. Ron May, President of Ancilla College

(Earthworks First Annual Farm to Fork Dinner, continued
from page 11)
proudly wore as they passed Earthworks Market
rolls to dinner guests. The guests enjoyed asking the
children questions about camp and wanted to know
about their most memorable camp experiences. The
majority of the fresh produce used for the event was
grown by Earthworks which allowed Chef Brad to
lower the dinner cost to Earthworks. Fresh jars of
herbs from the Earthworks greenhouse also adorned
the tables.
Our event committee distributed the “artsy” posters
throughout Plymouth and the surrounding areas.
The Pilot News gave us great coverage on two preevent stories with photos. A Pilot News correspondent
spent the evening at the event interviewing Chef
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Hindsley, the Dean’s List musicians and getting
guest feedback. The post-event story and photos
alluded to the dinner being a memorable event that
people would not want to miss next year! Individuals
already want to reserve a spot for next year, and
those that didn’t attend are still lamenting that they
didn’t participate. We are confident that reservations
for 200 could easily be within reach for 2014.
Later, I ate at the Spire with a fellow committee
member. We had the opportunity to speak with Chef
Hindsley, and he is ready for our 2014 Farm To Fork
event. “Just give me the date, and I’ll be there” he
said with a smile.

-

Dianne Osborn, Earthworks Board Member

POOR HANDMAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST

Then… and Now… and Everything in Between

T

hen… we churned our own butter
and strained our own milk from our
dairy farm on the hill, enough for the large
number of Sisters at the Motherhouse.
Now… we raise grain and cows in an
ecologically conscious manner on our farm,
producing beef for use at the Center as well
as for sale to the public.
Then… only young Novices intending to
become members of the Poor Handmaid
congregation attended Ancilla College
taught only by Poor Handmaid educators.
Now… men and women of every age
and background attend classes at Ancilla
College with a diversity of instructors in a
variety of fields.
Then… Sisters returned annually to the
Motherhouse for a week of spiritual
guidance and retreat led by a priest.
Now… Sisters invite others to join them at the
Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center
for spiritual guidance provided by Poor
Handmaids and other spiritual directors.
Then… Sisters visited migrant camps in the
area bringing material help and religious
instruction to the children of the field laborers.
Now… Sisters advocate with their
government officials in support of the
rights of immigrants to comprehensive just
immigration reform.
These are only a few of the many transitions, changes, expansions, and repurposing of space and resources
that have occurred over the 90 years of Poor Handmaid presence in Donaldson. Our mission has remained the
same but our way of life, service and ministry have changed in response to the signs of the times and the needs
of the people around us.
These 90 years of adaptation, flexibility, growth and renewed vision were celebrated on Sunday, October 13,
at The Center at Donaldson with an open house focusing on the evolving picture of nine decades of Poor
Handmaid influence in Marshall County. Visitors, some for the first time to the Center, were invited to a
guided tour of the beautiful Gothic chapel, to peruse a pictorial timeline of the years 1923 – 2013, to view a film
of first-hand experiences of interesting changes at the Center involving the repurposing of space or the reuse of
temporarily retired original objects or the continual long term use of some items.
(Then… and Now… and Everything in Between, continued on page 19)
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CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Catherine Kasper Life Center Recognized for
Outstanding Resident Satisfaction
particularly great that
the Catherine Kasper
Life Center is receiving
national recognition.
The unique gifts of
all of the co-workers
there and the special
way each person cares
creates an environment
that is characterized
by resident satisfaction
leading to this award.
Kudos to all who have
contributed to this
wonderful distinction.”
The Excellence in Action
Catherine Kasper Life Center residents and co-workers celebrate the Excellence in Action award. awards are presented
exclusively to National
Research clients who use
Excellence in Action award recognizes
My InnerView products. Qualifying nursing homes,
exemplary commitment to quality
in addition to assisted living and independent living
communities (over 8,500), must have completed a
customer satisfaction survey in 2012. Winners must
have also achieved a minimum of 10 responses with a
minimum 30 percent response rate and scored in the
top 10 percent of qualifying facilities on the question,
“What is your recommendation of this facility to
others?” in terms of the percentage of respondents
rating the facility as “excellent.”
atherine Kasper Life Center (CKLC) in

C

Donaldson received the Excellence in Action
award from My InnerView by National
Research Corporation. This honor recognizes longterm care and senior living facilities that achieve
the highest levels of satisfaction excellence, as
demonstrated by overall resident or employee
satisfaction scores that fall within the top 10 percent
of the My InnerView product database.

Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC, the Provincial of the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ states, “Because
I’ve served on the Board of CKLC for many years
and also because my Mom so recently lived at the
Catherine Kasper Home during her last years, it’s no
surprise to me that the Catherine Kasper Life Center
has received this Excellence in Action award. I’ve
seen the quality and excellence up close. But it is
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Catherine Kasper Life Center, a ministry sponsored by
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, is a faith-based
Continuing Care Retirement Community comprised of
Maria Center, apartments for senior independent living
with some supportive services; and the Catherine
Kasper Home, a licensed skilled nursing facility with
all private rooms providing short-term rehabilitation,
long-term nursing care and a memory care unit. It
provides comfort, dignity and well-being as residents
continue on their journey of life.
Catherine Kasper Life Center is one of just four
Indiana skilled nursing facilities that received the
Customer Excellence in Action award. This is the
(CKLC Recognized for Outstanding Resident Satisfaction,
continued on page 17)

OUR VALUES IN ACTION / CATHERINE KASPER LIFE CENTER

Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care
has worked at The Center for 33 years, first at the
PHJC Poultry Farm for 10 years and when it closed,
she began working in Environmental Services and
has worked there for 23 years. She currently manages
Environmental Services and states that she really
enjoys what she does and couldn’t imagine being
anywhere else than where she is right now.

Freida Conn (left) pictured with her daughter after receiving
the 2013 Catherine Kasper Award.

F

reida Conn, a long time co-worker at The
Center at Donaldson received the Catherine
Kasper Award on Friday, October 4, 2013 at
the Annual Co-worker Recognition Luncheon. She
was surrounded by family, friends and co-workers
as Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC Provincial and Brother
Bob Overland, FS, Director of Mission Integration,
presented the award to her. Frieda was nominated
and affirmed by the co-workers, Sisters and residents
at The Center. The Catherine Kasper Award has been
given each year to a deserving person who lives the
values of Community, Simplicity, Openness to the
Spirit and Dignity and Respect for all in a unique way.

Freida expresses her feelings about receiving the
award, “I am humbled at receiving the Catherine
Kasper Award. There are so many other people
deserving of the award. I believe we all share our
own individual gifts with each other here at the
ministry center. I respect the people I work with,
work for, and all whom we provide services for. I
truly have the heartfelt conviction that if you are
going to do something, anything, do it to the very
best of your ability.

“I love my job, I feel like this place is
a part of me, of who I am. I have
always felt that this is exactly where
God wants me to be.”

-

Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

Freida grew up in the Plymouth, Indiana area and
moved to Argos in 1987. She has one daughter. She

(CKLC Recognized for Outstanding Resident Satisfaction,
continued from page 16)
second year that it has earned this national award. For
more information about Catherine Kasper Life Center
call (574) 935-1742 or visit cklc.poorhandmaids.org
About National Research Corporation:
For more than 30 years, National Research
Corporation has been at the forefront of patientcentered care. Today’s the company’s focus on
empowering customer-centric healthcare across
the continuum extends patient-centered care to
incorporate families, communities, employees,
senior housing residents, and other stakeholders.

My InnerView programs are the premier solutions to
help improve quality, resident and family experiences,
and employee engagement for skilled nursing
homes, assisted living communities, independent
living communities, and continuing care retirement
communities. This integration of cross-continuum
metrics and analytics uncovers insights for effective
performance improvement, quality measurement,
care transitions, and many other factors that impact
population health management. For more information,
visit www.nationalresearch.com.

-

Julie Dowd, Director, Communications
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MOONTREE STUDIOS & GALLERY

M

oonTree Festival on September 21
was advertised with a large banner
over busy Michigan Street in Plymouth. The
Fest, MoonTree’s major development event,
was a success with a daytime art fair and
evening dinner theater, Death of a Doornail by
Lee Mueller.

MoonTree Festival 2014 is slated for
Saturday, September 20, 2014!

W

MoonTree Festival

“Death of a Doornail” actors

T

he first-ever bus tour group came to MoonTree and they all
participated in creative activities while here at The Center
at Donaldson – making trivets in the wood shop, straw flowers
in the fiber studio, impression paintings and felted flowers. The
group also toured Ancilla Domini Chapel and ate lunch here,
before departing for Culver Academies and Lake Maxinkuckee.

onderful, varied,
and inspirational
art exhibits graced
MoonTree Gallery in
2013 – art works by
Hank Mascotte, Susan
Sutherland Barnes, Laurie
Balla, Sondra Sula, Anne
Binder, Patricia Oakley,
Steve Weinert, Msgr.
Richard Zollinger and
Catherine McCormick.
And the exhibit schedule
for 2014 is full, too. Plan a
stop at MoonTree Gallery
at least once a month to
“ooh” and “aah” over the
featured artist’s work.

(Photo Gallery: MoonTree Studios 2013 Events in Pictures, continued on page 19)
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MOONTREE STUDIOS & GALLERY / POOR HANDMAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST
(Photo Gallery: MoonTree Studios 2013 Events in Pictures, continued from page 18)

T

he MoonTree Community mission to mindfully
and fearlessly explore the interconnectedness
of art, nature and the Spirit within is catching on,
as more participants from farther away enroll in
experiences and become MoonTree friends. We hope
to continue the upward trend in 2014, with an everbusier calendar of events and experiences planned.
Check out www.moontreestudios.org or
call MoonTree Studios at (574) 935-1712 for all
of the details or to request a catalog.

M

oonTree’s perpetual goal is to collaborate and strengthen relationships
within The Center at Donaldson and those that benefit the
community at large. We are working with Veterans Therapeutic Art
Center and Heartland Artists. We are synergizing with other ministries
– Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center, Maria Center, Earthworks
and Ancilla College students to create special events and experiences at
MoonTree Studios. And we’re inviting participants from Sojourner Truth
House and Heminger House in Plymouth to MoonTree experiences at very
small cost, thanks to “scholarships” from our spring fund-raising activity.

-

Evelyn Schwenk, MoonTree Studios Coordinator

(Then… and Now… and Everything in Between,
continued from page 15)
One of the most popular displays was the interactive
exhibit featuring sets of convent life in the 1920’s
including a typical classroom, dining room, bedroom
and parlor. Two Poor Handmaids clothed in the
original habit of yesteryear interacted with guests
explaining the uses of the equipment, appliances
and other items typical of these earlier times: such
items as a communion host maker, a grape press,
a mimeograph machine, sausage press, cream
separator, candle maker, corn sheller and many other
interesting objects of our earlier years in Donaldson.
Though the unexperienced past is intriguing, the
present is where we continue to make a difference.
And so displays and tours of our present ministries
at The Center at Donaldson were available to all our
visitors. Popcorn and lemonade enticed folks into
Cana Hall where representatives of present ministries
introduced visitors to the facts and faces that make

each ministry a real and lasting contribution to the
area. An old fashioned ice cream social attracted
groups to visit and tour the Catherine Kasper Home
and shuttles provided a quick trip to the MoonTree
galleries, to the Earthworks ecological center and to
Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center. Several
Maria Center apartments were open to the public
who were interested in a look at senior apartment
living at the Center.
Our beginnings at Donaldson in 1923 and our
engagement in our present ministries in 2013
surround 90 years of “everything in between” –
graced years for the congregation and blessed years
for Marshall County. That’s a lot of blessings to
celebrate and to move us forward into visioning for
future years our service and presence in this special
spot in Indiana.

-

Sister Linda Volk, PHJC
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THE CENTER AT DONALDSON

LARE Grant for Lake Gilbraith Construction Projects
In September 2012, a Shoreline Stability Assessment
was conducted on the north shoreline of the lake.
This was done by walking the shoreline with a
GPS and marking areas of heavy erosion. It was
determined that large sections of shoreline to the
south of the Villa Maria and Lindenwood Retreat and
Conference Center are being eroded due to the wave
action from the lake. This erosion was particularly
heavy in areas planted in turf grass and mown to the
edge of the lake.

I

n 2003, with funding from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ, along with the Flat Lake Watershed
Group, initiated development of a Watershed
Management Plan for the Flat Lake Watershed in
Marshall County, Indiana. Reason: Several studies
examined water quality data collected during the
1980s and 1990s and determined that Lake Gilbraith
suffers from eutrophication, the process by which a
body of water becomes so enriched with plant life,
sewage, agricultural runoff, etc. that the lake dies.
The Ancilla Domini Sisters (ADS), through their
Ecological Relationships Committee (ERC) and the
Flat Lake Watershed Group, have since taken several
steps to address many of the water quality issues in
Lake Gilbraith.

In addition to these surveys, storm water samples
were collected. A simple water quality model was
created to examine the nutrient reduction capability
of the rain gardens and limited soil boring tests
were performed to examine the subsurface soil and
groundwater conditions.
In an effort to educate and get as many local
stakeholders involved in the project as possible, a
series of meetings were held. The first public meeting
discussed the significance and scope of the study;
the second, progress and preliminary findings
and recommendations of the study, with Indiana
Department of Environmental Management officials,
Flat Lake Watershed group, college students, volunteers
and local residents in attendance. A final meeting was
held to present the findings and recommendations to
the PHJC Leadership and the ERC.

ADS received a Lake and River Enhancement (LARE)
grant in 2011, to conduct an Engineering Feasibility
Study on storm water runoff and lake shore
stabilization for the north side of Lake Gilbraith.
Development on the campus has increased the
amount of parking lots and roads and, thereby, the
amount of storm water and pollutants entering the
lake. The main goal of this study was to map existing
storm water drainage and identify cost effective
feasible projects on the campus that would reduce
storm water impacts on the lake.

Based upon the 2012 assessment of the campus,
seven projects were identified, three of which will
be funded by the current LARE grant. Project 1: a
Shoreline stabilization project located south of
Lindenwood Retreat & Conference Center. Project 2:
Construction/Expansion of a rain garden located
in the grassy area between Lake Gilbraith and the
asphalt parking lot and driveway southeast of the
Catherine Kasper Home. Project 3: Construction of
a second rain garden located south of the Catherine
Kasper Home.

Several methods were used to assess the areas
around Lake Gilbraith to identify potential
contamination sources, and determine which Best
Management Practices (BMPs) would be most
effective at improving water quality in the lake.
Walking surveys were performed in May and again
in July 2012. During these surveys, the overall
drainage patterns of the campus were examined.

Recently, a LARE project team was created to manage
the completion of these projects which is set to start
in Spring 2014.
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-

JR Daves, Vice President Support Services, Ancilla
Systems Incorporated

ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION

Poor Handmaid Ministries Continue to Serve
in Fort Wayne

I

n response to the great influx of Burmese refugees
coming to Fort Wayne in 2007, St. Joseph Community
Health Foundation (SJCHF) brought together all of
the various agencies within the city to unite and meet
the needs of its newest residents. Ongoing meetings
culminated in starting the “Community Resource Center
for Refugees” in 2008. This building housed a number of
the agencies engaged in various aspects of resettlement.
SJCHF assisted the various agencies to secure federal
grants to start up their programs. The refugees had many
physical, emotional, educational and spiritual needs
and the resources were stretched beyond the limits.
Over the next two years, the agencies housed within
the Center moved out because funding sources for their
specific programs dried up. As these changes occurred,
the question of how to meet the needs of the growing
Burmese population in the city of Fort Wayne continued.
The numbers of refugees increased as refugees from
other parts of the country came to Fort Wayne to be near
friends and family. By this time, Fort Wayne had the
largest population of Burmese outside of Burma. What
should be the next steps to assist in integrating refugees
into the city?
Catherine Kasper Place (CKP), a ministry sponsored by
the Poor Handmaids, came into being as a separately
incorporated not-for-profit in May 2010. The mission
of CKP was to “provide programs, services and
opportunities that advance the integration of refugees
and political asylees into the community of northeast
Indiana.” Additionally, CKP sought to “participate in
strategic alliances that strengthened the network of
information and resources available for the population
served.” CKP’s vision was that the Burmese refugees
living in northeast Indiana, “would be integrated into
the life of the community as they gained social, spiritual
and economic independence through the welcoming
and empowering networks provided by CKP.” Much
of CKP’s fiscal needs were met through federal grants
and grants from SJCHF. The main goal of CKP was
to improve the self-sufficiency of all refugees. The
activities of CKP supported this goal, which included
proficiency in the English language, health and wellness
education, employment access and advancement.
CKP developed best practices to help refugees achieve
independence and become productive community
members as well as advocate for themselves.

The programs of CKP included Multicultural Health
Initiative and Community Liaison Services, Job
Development and the Fresh Food Initiative (FFI).
Participants in the outreach program were referred
for counseling, public outreach and education on
mental health issues. Many of the benchmarks of
the Job Development program were successfully
reached and some clients were placed in jobs but
the largest drawback was the illiteracy level of the
participants, who were not employable by U.S.
standards. The FFI program consisted of hands-on
and classroom experience on such topics as crop
production, business planning, financial literacy,
and employability skills. CKP was successful in the
outcomes of all of their programming.
Aware that the federal funding was ending in 2013,
CKP engaged the services of True North Strategic
Advisors, LLC, to assist the board and staff in a strategic
process in 2012. CKP re-evaluated its current focus
and fiscal plan to determine its capacity to continue
to serve and its ability to become self-sustaining.
Through this process, CKP decided to transition three
of their programs to other agencies who operated on
a larger scale. The FFI program ended its growing
season in October. This is a unique program and will
be transitioned to SJCHF’s Community Initiatives to
become a health and nutrition program with other
partners throughout the city.

Catherine Kasper Place’s primary mission of
helping refugees integrate into the community
has been accomplished successfully. Many
community agencies with specialized expertise
are now assisting. It was decided to keep CKP
in a dormant state ready to meet the next
emerging need in northeast Indiana.

-

Sister Carole Langhauser, PHJC, Provincial Councilor

Excerpts taken the “Strategic Assessment Report
and Final Agency Report” from True North Strategic
Advisors, were used throughout this article.
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Sister Henrietta Okeke Professes Perpetual Vows

S

ister Henrietta Okeke, PHJC professed perpetual vows in the
Congregation of Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ on Saturday,
October 5, 2013. Poor Handmaid Sisters, Associate Community
members, Fiat Spiritus Community members, family and friends
attended the Mass and dinner in celebration of her commitment to God.
Sister Henrietta is a Poor Handmaid Nigerian Sister currently living and
completing her studies at Bethel College in the United States.

Our vocation shows us…

the path we should tread

in the new year, namely

to seek our loving God in

greater perfection, to serve

and to love Him more

perfectly from one day to
the next, from one week

to the next, and from one
month to the next.

— Blessed Catherine Kasper,
Newsletter, December 1884

Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC Provincial of the American Province had the honor of serving as the primary witness
and representative of the congregation. With prayerful joy, Sister Henrietta professed her vows of obedience,
chastity and poverty. She asked for the deepening of God’s love, the support of the Church, and, as a Poor
Handmaid of Jesus Christ, to continue in the spirit of Blessed Catherine Kasper to respond to the needs of the
day for the remainder of her life.
Sister Judith Diltz responded, “We confirm that you, Sister Henrietta, are now one with us as members of this
religious congregation of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, sharing all things in common with us for the
future.” With that, Sister Henrietta received a standing ovation.
Father John Zemelko, Father Mark Enemali, CSSp and Father John Eze were concelebrants at Mass.

-

Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

Notes from Our Readers
In September, I accompanied five of my fellow classmates from St. Joseph
Grade School in Mishawaka on a trip to Donaldson to visit our second grade
teacher, Sister Alice Kunkel, PHJC. She was always one of our favorites
and prepared us for our First Communion in 1949. We had a lovely visit
and I really think she was happy to have us come.
— Anne Lenhard Benington of Powell, Ohio
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Back row (from left to right): Janet
Schelstraete Lifke, Anne Lenhard
Benington, Janet Housand Eggleston
and Sharon La Dow Kyle
Front row (from left to right): Rita
Dirroll Bosse, Sister Alice Kunkel
and Jean Canfield Mammolenti

SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE / IN MEMORY

Sojourner Truth House Board Member Recognized

A

t the 5th annual
National
Philanthropy Day
awards luncheon,
presented by
the Association
of Fundraising
Professionals Northwest
Indiana Chapter, Susan
Cohen received an
individual philanthropist
award for her work with
Sojourner Truth House.

Susan Cohen

Susan is a life-long
Northwest Indiana
resident who has given tirelessly of herself to help
others, particularly women and children who are
homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.
An acquaintance of Sister Peg Spindler, CSA, executive
director of Sojourner Truth House, a day center in Gary
for homeless women and children, Susan knows that
the needs of the facility never cease. When it opened
in 1997, Sojourner Truth House served 800 clients in its
first year. It now serves an average of 1,900 clients per
month. Approximately half of them are children.
“Susan’s huge and ongoing commitment is something
I have relied on for years without disappointment,”

Sister Peg said, noting that Susan is seldom far away
from the next philanthropic idea, fundraising event
or volunteer effort. She originally volunteered in
Sojourner Truth House’s kitchen where a free breakfast
and lunch are served to the women and children
who have been admitted to the program. Later in the
household department, Susan’s attention to detail
“got that place organized in no time,” Sister Peg said.
Susan, courteous and respectful of the clients she
interviewed, even tried to help them color coordinate
their furnishings whenever possible.
In 2003, Susan researched a national “women helping
women” group called Womenade and learned that its
fundraising model could be applied to the emergency
needs for the women of Sojourner Truth House. From the
first Womenade gathering, when a core group of women
hosted a dinner in someone’s home, to the growth of
additional at-home or public-venue Womenade events,
more than $40,000 has been raised from this simple plan.
Susan now serves on the Sojourner Truth House
board and its fund development committee. She was
instrumental in developing the idea for an inaugural
donor reception to benefit Sojourner Truth House.

-

Terry Sanders, Vice President of Development, Ancilla
Systems Incorporated

In Memory of Our Sister

S

ister Vivian Brand, PHJC passed away on November 17, 2013 at the Catherine
Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She was born to Henry and Josephine (Foppe)
Brand in Germantown, Illinois on April 11, 1917. She entered the Poor Handmaid of
Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows on June 25, 1938.
Sister Vivian spent her whole life in education. She began teaching in 1940 at St.
Boniface School in Edwardsville, Illinois and in 1946 she taught at St. Augustine High
School in Chicago, Illinois. In 1946 she came to Donaldson to be the assistant dean/
dean, librarian and teacher at Ancilla High School and later, as teacher, dean, professor
and library volunteer at Ancilla College. From 1946 until her death she lived and
worked in Donaldson. She will be buried at Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Donaldson.
Regarding education, Sister Vivian once said, “Serving God’s poor in the education ministry was rewarding, especially
in the college. Many students were nontraditional; many were the first in their families to attend college. Helping
them to attain marketable skills to support themselves and their families fulfilled a purpose of the college.”
May Sister Vivian rest in peace!
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Partners in the work of the Spirit
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The Center at Donaldson — Experiencing the Unexpected
At The Center at Donaldson
you can…

pray, attend college classes, retire to an independent
living apartment, receive long-term nursing care or
short-term rehabilitation, learn to care for the earth,
participate in a retreat or conference, learn to weave
or create with clay AND buy natural beef.

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

www.TheCenterAtDonaldson.org
Sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Ancilla Beef &
Grain Farm

Ancilla College

Catherine Kasper
Life Center

The Center at Donaldson, formerly known as
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Ministry
Center, offers all of this and more. The Center is
an Intergenerational Living and Learning Center,
a place for people of all ages and faiths to interact,
share, learn and grow together.

Earthworks

Lindenwood Retreat
& Conference Center

MoonTree Studios

The Center at Donaldson • P.O. Box 1; 9601 Union Rd. • Donaldson, Indiana 46513 • (574) 936-9936
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