Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Volume 34, No. 3		

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Fall 2013

Let us love God above all else by doing his
divine will, and love our neighbor for the
sake of God.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR / NAZARETH HOME

Dear Word Gathering Readers,
Word Gathering is published quarterly by the American Province of
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ for Sisters, Associate Community
members, Fiat Spiritus Community members and our friends and families.
Some of you have been with us from the very beginning and we appreciate
you. We try to print stories that interest you and that keep you informed
about the Poor Handmaids and their ministries.
The purpose of Word Gathering is not only to keep you informed, but also
to create awareness and challenge you to take action on issues.
Enclosed in this issue of Word Gathering is a readership survey. We do a survey every five years to
see if we are fulfilling the purpose of Word Gathering and to find out if we need to do something
different. Please complete this short postage-paid survey and return it to me by October 18, 2013.
If you prefer, you can complete the survey online at: http://tinyurl.com/poorhandmaids-survey

We thank you in advance for helping us make Word Gathering the best it can be.
Julie Dowd
Communications Director
and Word Gathering Editor

11th Annual Nazareth Home Gala:
Come… Dine… Celebrate 20 Years of Miracles!
With a new date, a new location and
a new style of gala, the 2013 Nazareth
Home Gala will be the biggest
and brightest celebration ever. The
evening will begin with our legendary
silent auction while attendees indulge
in the delicious cuisine at the food
stations throughout the Grand
Metropolitan Ballroom. After dinner, the evening
continues with an outstanding program.
During this year’s gala, we will pay tribute to and
honor some of the people and institutions that played
a significant role in the founding of Nazareth Home.
Sister Barbara Kuper, PHJC, Sister Kathleen Quinn,
PHJC, and St. Catherine Hospital were all instrumental
in the founding and early years of Nazareth Home
and the program will feature a special retrospective
covering 20 years of Nazareth Home ministry.
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Date:

October 10, 2013

Time:

5:30 – 8:30 p.m. (CDT)

Where: Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza

Tickets are available by going to
www.nazarethhome.com
and clicking on the donate button.
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FIAT SPIRITUS COMMUNITY

Fiat Spiritus Community Celebrates the Vows of
a New Member

Pictured from left to right: Sister Mary Ellen McAleese, OSF;
Sister Alice Carroll, FS; Sister Loretta Peters, FS; Brother
Bob Overland, FS; and Sister Diane Przyborowski, OSF

T

he Fiat Spiritus Community received the vows
of Sister Alice Carroll on June 22, 2013 during
Evening Prayer. Alice had been preparing for
her vows after being received on February 1, 2012
into an integration process to mark her transition
from the Wheaton Franciscan Community to the
Fiat Spiritus Community. This was a new experience
for both communities since Alice professed a new
vowed expression of the Franciscan charism in 2007
and was now asking to transfer to the Fiat Spiritus
Community. Following is Brother Bob Overland’s
welcome at the beginning of that Evening Prayer Service:
Greetings to you all and thank you for gathering in this
sacred space to celebrate the next steps in the journey of
Alice Carroll. Our celebration centers on Sister Alice’s
profession of vows as a member of the Fiat Spiritus
Community. I want to share a bit about how her journey
intersected with ours but first let me share some contextual
remarks by Pope Francis.
On the feast of Pentecost, which is the major feastday of
the Fiat Spiritus Community, Pope Francis talked about
the work of the Holy Spirit in his homily:
“In the light of today’s Gospel passage from
Acts, I would like to reflect on three words linked
to the working of the Holy Spirit: newness,
harmony and mission. First, newness always
makes us a bit fearful, we fear that God may
force us to strike out on new paths to become
open. Yet throughout the history of salvation,
4
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whenever God reveals God’s-self, God brings
newness – God always brings newness – and
demands our complete trust. A second thought:
the Holy Spirit would appear to create disorder
in the Church, since the Holy Spirit brings the
diversity of charisms and gifts; yet all this, by its
working, is a great source of wealth, for the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of unity, which does not mean
uniformity, but which leads everything back to
harmony. In the Church, it is the Holy Spirit who
creates harmony. One of Fathers of the Church
has an expression which I love: the Holy Spirit is
harmony. Only the Spirit can awaken diversity,
plurality and multiplicity, while at the same
time building unity. A third thought: The Holy
Spirit impels us to open the doors and go forth to
proclaim and bear witness to the good news of
the Gospel, to communicate the joy of faith, the
encounter with Christ. The Holy Spirit is the soul
of mission.” (Edited version of Pope Francis’
May 19, 2013 homily.)

Sister Alice first became acquainted with the Fiat
Spiritus Community in 2004 when she and the
Wheaton Franciscan Community were experiencing
a nudge from the Holy Spirit toward newness. She
had read that the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
had recently also had a nudge from the Holy Spirit
that resulted in a new vowed expression of their
charism named the Fiat Spiritus Community. Brother
Bob shared with Alice the history and the process
of the evolution of the Fiat Spiritus Community as
a response to the Holy Spirit. In 2006 the Wheaton
Franciscans responded to the Holy Spirit by
witnessing a new expression of their charism as Sister
Alice professed vows as a Consecrated Widow.
(Fiat Spiritus Community Celebrates the Vows of
a New Member, continued on page 5)

THIS & THAT / FIAT SPIRITUS COMMUNITY

Celebrating Our Jubilarians

Provincial Installation

July was a month of celebrating – honoring our Jubilarians, welcoming
new leadership and saying “Auf Wiedersehen” to Sister Shirley and
Sister Annemarie as they leave for their new ministry as
General Leadership members in Germany.

(Fiat Spiritus Community Celebrates the Vows of
a New Member, continued from page 4)

Sister Alice signs her vow commitment papers.
In 2010, Sister Alice reconnected with Brother Bob
and this time she asked if he would serve as her
Spiritual Companion as she continued to discern
her call to consecrated life. During the next year,
both shared thoughts about charism and she came
to know the story of Blessed Catherine Kasper and
her charism. Alice heard how the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ, Associates and Fiat Spiritus Community
are led by this charism. The Holy Spirit had led
Alice to another newness and also a new path
to a community that she identified with and felt

“Sending Forth” Ceremony for
Sister Shirley Bell and
Sister Annemarie Kampwerth

compelled to join. Sister Alice has found harmony in
sharing ministry and friendship within one charism
in her ministry of caring for the retired Wheaton
Franciscan Sisters at their Motherhouse in Wheaton,
Illinois and has found community and a way of life
in another charism. Only the Holy Spirit could bring
this sense of harmony and multiplicity.
So, with full hearts and a sense of abundance we
began our time together in prayer and celebration.
Two members of the Wheaton Franciscan Provincial
Leadership Team, Sister Diane Przyborowski, OSF
and Sister Mary Ellen McAleese, OSF participated
in the prayer service and over 20 members of
the Wheaton Franciscan Community joined the
assembly of PHJC Sisters, Associates and Fiat Spiritus
Community members who all gathered in the Ancilla
Domini Chapel in Donaldson. We gathered together
as two communities led by two different charisms
representing the great source of wealth in the Church
that Pope Francis speaks of. We gathered together in
harmony and in joy to celebrate the call to mission that
has brought Sister Alice to this part of her journey.

-

Brother Bob Overland, FS; Provincial, Fiat Spiritus
Community
Fall 2013
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ANGEL GUARDIAN ORPHANAGE

The Sisters, Their “Children” and Meaningful Years:
Looking Back at Angel Guardian Orphanage

Angel Guardian Reunion Group – Elk Grove Village, Illinois

Pictured from left to right:
Judy Garcia Barsano,
Cottage 46; Sylvia Huante,
Cottage 42; Joe Centorbi,
Cottage 27; and Lily Garcia
Redini, Cottage 46

Joe Centorbi of Chicago
was the first to arrive.
It gave him a chance
to look around the
decorated hospitality
room where a lot of
fellow Angel Guardian
Orphanage (AGO)
“kids” would soon
gather for their longplanned summer
reunion in Elk Grove
Village, Illinois.

Wandering among
display tables that
framed the room, Joe
quietly turned the pages of AGO yearbooks placed
near weathered photo albums, saved report cards,
and an array of memorabilia from the 1950s, ‘60s and
other years gone by…
Angel Guardian Orphanage, previously located on
West Devon Avenue on Chicago’s north side, was
founded in 1865 to care for thousands of neglected,
needy or sometimes orphaned children. The Sisters
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ religious order
began caring for the AGO children in 1868. Housing
was divided into cottages according to age and each
one held approximately 25 boys or girls. Over time,
more than 60 Sisters would continue their arduous,
dedicated roles, often working 12 to 16 hours a day,
until the orphanage closed in 1974.

“Angel Guardian was a place for children
who needed love and care to help them grow
mentally and spiritually – a place where
they would be able to find their place in
life,” said Sister Magdala Oswald, PHJC,
of Cottage 48, who served at AGO for
approximately 15 years and spoke of it
in an earlier interview.
AGO reunion guests, much older now with some
of retirement age, came to reconnect and reminisce.
They gradually filled the room – traveling from
such distances as Texas, California, Georgia and
Oklahoma. Glancing furtively for a familiar name tag
or the face of a childhood friend, excited greetings
and noisy chatter prevailed. “I remember you!”
“You were in Cottage 43.” “We played in the band
together.” “Did you know I visited some of the
Sisters in Donaldson, Indiana, recently?” “Remember
the night we tried to sneak out of AGO?”
Michigan resident, Jim Merriman, of Cottage 27,
appreciated the group. “We have all taken different
paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a
little of each other with us,” he said. “I…think about
the Sisters and priests who helped raise us. To me it is
not like it was them and us. We have been carried in
their memory banks for all these years like they are in
ours. Good and bad. I am sure that means something.”

(Looking Back at Angel Guardian Orphanage,
continued on page 7)
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ANGEL GUARDIAN ORPHANAGE
(Looking Back at Angel Guardian Orphanage, continued
from page 6)
Siblings gathered with siblings, with numerous
Fitzgerald brothers and sisters among them. AGO
guests spanned several generations: Mary Pat Wiley
Steurer, in her 80s and an earlier product of AGO,
was there with some of her children – the Wiley kids,
who were also at AGO years later.
Comfortable with the day, everyone dallied around
a buffet lunch, and listened and danced (especially
Helen Subia, Cottage 45, and Cathy Peters, Cottage
47!) to the “oldies but goodies” music of Lucky
Entertainment performer Luke Mertel, son of
“AGOer,” Norm Mertel.

AGO Sisters to attend the reunion as their honored
guests. Two of them, Sisters Joan Fisher, PHJC, and
Johnilda Mannhard, PHJC, (97 years of age!) rode from
home in Donaldson with Cyndi Drummond, and were
greeted with immediate, sustained applause when
they entered the dining room.

Sister Johnilda Mannhard, PHJC (left), chatting with
Suzanne McCann Martinez (Cottage 45) whose three
brothers were in Sister Johnilda’s Cottage 25.
“We also want to plan a special day to go to Donaldson
and thank the AGO Sisters who taught us so much,” Mary
Beth Wiley said. “We will honor them and remember
some of the fun times not so long ago at AGO!”

Pictured from left to right: AGO Website Co-Administrator
Sylvia Huante, Cottage 42; AGO Decorations Coordinator
Richard Floyd, Cottage 22; Reunion Contact Mary Beth
Wiley, Cottage 43; and AGO Website Co-Administrator
Don Fitzgerald, Cottage 28.

Sister Antoinette
Volk, PHJC

In exchange for a message
written to a special Sister,
reunion guests’ names were
entered into a drawing for a
quilt, homemade just for the
occasion by expert seamstress
Sister Antoinette Volk, PHJC,
of Donaldson, who had been
at AGO from 1946-1951. It
was won by Augie Zymantas,
Cottage 24, of Chicago.

Joe Centorbi, of Cottage 27, wrote his message to
Sister Germaine Hustedde, PHJC, who was at AGO
in the 1950s: “Thank you for being so nice when I
first got to Angel Guardian,” he said.
The AGO reunion committee, comprised of Don
Fitzgerald, Sylvia Huante, Cathy Peters, Lily Garcia
Redini, Rudy Tudjen and Mary Beth Wiley, invited the

“Sister Johnilda pretty much raised me from first
grade through eighth grade,” said Illinois resident,
Terry England, of Cottage 25. “The thing that I
learned from her was patience and to listen because
that is how she handled us all those years.”
Another Illinois resident, Norm Mertel, of Cottage 28,
spoke briefly with an emotional catch in his throat.
“The reunion was awesome,” he said. “There is nobody
who understands the experience we had, and the bond.
I have a deep-seated
appreciation for the
nuns – ladies in their 20s
taking care of kids who
had anger because of
their backgrounds. I don’t
think the Sisters could
Pictured from left to right:
have done it without
Donna Sorrentino, Cottage
divine intervention.”
43; Helen Subia, Cottage 45;
and Barbara Mizer and Gloria
Joe Ellis, of Cottage 25,
Zampa, both of Cottage 43.
wasn’t able to attend the
reunion but wrote from
his Iowa residence, “A kid’s goal is to be able to go home:
a lot of us knew that Angel Guardian was our home.”

-

Jane Bomberger, PHJC Curator, Ancilla Systems Incorporated
Fall 2013
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CASA CATALINA DE MEXICO

An Update from Casa Catalina de Mexico
So far, we have had fewer guests than we initially
envisioned, but each has brought a learning and
enriching experience.

Pictured are four of Casa Catalina’s most beloved little girls
ages six, four, three and one and a half whom the staff have
known since December 2012.

There is a saying, or better said, a common
question in Mexico: “¿Quien manda aqui?”
“Who is the boss here?” We have to say that
in “Casa Catalina de Mexico” the person
who is boss, who seems to be calling the
shots, is Blessed Catherine Kasper herself.
The original intent of Casa Catalina de Mexico
is twofold: persons dying with AIDS who have
been abandoned by family and friends are cared
for upstairs. Downstairs is the hospitality area for
temporarily homeless women.
For various reasons, the opening date of Casa
Catalina was delayed. It was decided to open the
doors on the feast of Corpus Christi 2012. The
first visitor was a mother with an infant who was
abandoned by her boyfriend, and had no money to
travel. It took us three days before seeing her board a
bus going upstate to her family, who had little desire
to see her.
We then received an anonymous call stating that a
dying man with AIDS was abandoned on a nearby
street. Dying? Obviously. AIDS? Maybe. He was
lavished with Poor Handmaid attention. Once it was
determined that he did not have AIDS, we helped
admit him to the hospital hoping to improve his
status. He died in the hospital with a band of newconcerned friends around him.
8
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Abused women are referred to Casa Catalina and
stay until their legal processes are complete or until
they decide what is best for themselves. The bus
station is another source of referrals for stranded
women without money, but often with infants. Also
benefiting from our hospitality is an HIV positive
man who was thrown out of his house, a 21-year old
found wandering in the streets after glue sniffing
blinded her, and several homeless women with or
without children who are looking for work in the
“Promised Land” of Coatzacoalcos. Being unable
to read, another 40 year old homeless woman who
has lived on the street since she was eight years old,
posted herself outside the hospital for several days
and nights “waiting for them to call her name” as she
could not read her appointment date. The hospital
social worker referred her to us. She awaited surgery
for months, her character being both a cause for
humor and problems. Finally after the operation, she
counted the days until she could return to the streets.
We worry about her and about another person with
a schizophrenic condition who hopped a bus for
Cuidad, Juarez, on the United States and Mexico
border, praying that their angels protect them.
Also part of the daily life at Casa Catalina is a mentally
challenged 20-year old, now too old for an orphanage,
from which she “ran away” after living there for 10
years. She was brought to Casa Catalina by Children
and Family Services in October for a week stay while
an alternate living site was found. Now, nine months
later we pray and ask Blessed Mary Catherine what
plans she has for this gentle soul.
There was also a wonderful guest with AIDs who was
sent to die (actually fitting the criteria of Casa Catalina),
bedbound with tubes to facilitate respirations and
feedings. He now walks, talks, eats and sways to the
music he loves, being able to return to his small house
thanks to the great staff´s nursing care.
Since August 2012, a 50-something year old woman
who has lived on the street for 26 years, comes to check
the building periodically, drink coffee and chat but
(An Update from Casa Catalina de Mexico,
continued on page 11)

FORMATION IN MEXICO

Formation in Mexico:
A Weekend of Many “Firsts” Blessings
On August 10 of the silver jubilee year of the foundation of Mexico, the congregation received two more
Mexican Sisters who committed their lives to God and service to the needy by professing their First
Vows: Sisters María Antonieta García Pérez and Yulma Concepción Torres Zaragoza. The vows were
enriched by the first visit of newly-installed American Provincial Leadership and it was the first time
the celebration took place at Casa Maria in Mapachapa, Veracruz.
The first profession Eucharist was celebrated by
Father José Alfingel, Diocesan Vicar of Religious
and longtime friend of the Poor Handmaids and
Father Segisfredo Cetina, the former pastor of our
local parish. Deacon Joel Ireta, who ministered with
the newly professed, is alongside Sister Judith Diltz,
Provincial of the American Province, who received
the First Vows of Sisters Antonieta and Yulma.

On August 8, the American Provincial Leadership Team
arrived in the local airport and received the traditional
pineapple. In the southern part of Mexico the pineapple
signifies special blessings of health and happiness on
those who arrive for the first time. The presence of
American Province Leadership was a special blessing for
the Sisters of the Mexican Pro-Region as well.

The two newly
professed Sisters,
Antonieta (left)
and Yulma (right)
as they listened to
the traditional fiesta
song of Las Mañanitas
before cutting the cake.

I

t was the first time that any major event was held on
the grounds of Casa María in Mapachapa. In order
to make this possible there were so many Sisters, family
members of the newly professed and friends that made
this such an unforgettable expereince.
Sisters Antonieta and Yulma shared the weekend
happiness with Sisters Elvia Mina Juarez, Amalia
Conde Domínguez and Silveria Rodríguez Félix who
renewed their vows as well.

Fall 2013
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ANCILLA COLLEGE

Reflections on Rome and Dernbach Journey

Dr. May pictured with wife Joan visiting Florence, Italy.
It was an honor for me to participate as a member
of the 2013 Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities (ACCU) Rome Seminar. I was asked to
participate in February 2013 and after discussions
with the leadership of the Ancilla College Board of
Trustees I agreed to do so. The Rome Seminar has
been an official activity of ACCU for the past nine
years. Its purpose is to foster ongoing dialogue
between leaders from American Catholic colleges
and universities and various Congregations
and Pontifical Councils in the Vatican. Greater
understanding and cooperation between the Vatican
and U.S. Catholic higher education institutions are
among the desired outcomes.
Our delegation met with Vatican representatives
from the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, the Congregation for the Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life,
the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,
the Congregation for Catholic Education, the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the
Pontifical Council for Culture, the Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue, the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments
and the Prefect of the Vatican Library. In addition,
we met with the British & Canadian Ambassadors to
the Holy See, as well as representatives of the Jesuit
Curia, and several Catholic colleges and universities
in Rome. It was a busy schedule of discussions and
dialogue spread over four days.
Our delegation and spouses also had an audience
with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square. We celebrated
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica in a small chapel across
from the sepulcher of St. Peter. We were able, during
an afternoon of free time, to visit the Vatican Museum
and the Sistine Chapel.
10 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

The discussions with various Vatican officials
and other members of the delegation helped
me gain a more global understanding of
how little Ancilla College, in rural northern
Indiana, contributes to the overall mission of
Catholic higher education. Catholic colleges,
universities and schools are literally in every
part of the world. The discussions helped
reinforce my commitment to serving students
at Ancilla College who come from underserved
populations. The role we play in transforming
the lives of those students truly does help
change the world.
Subsequent to our time in Rome, my wife, Joan, and I
began a leisurely move toward a meeting in Dernbach
with General Leadership of the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ. It took us a few days to get there, but we
made it and we were warmly greeted by Sister Jolise
May and Sister Christiane Huppert. We also met over
meals with other members of General Leadership over
the course of a two day visit. We learned much about
the history of the Poor Handmaids from their origins
to the present day. We were able to see firsthand
how a small group of women religious, in a small
village in Germany could eventually grow to serve
countless people on multiple continents in healthcare,
education, eldercare, social services and many other
ways. The experience in Dernbach helped me connect
what we are trying to do at Ancilla College each day to
strengthen that mission. I was reinforced in my efforts
to respect and value each person served by Ancilla. I
was challenged to stand with the poor and powerless
in the search for justice. I was reminded, once again,
to use the talents and gifts with which I have been
blessed to serve others.
Let me close by again saying the visits to Rome and
Dernbach were impactful. Each part of the visits gave
me new insights into the importance of what we do
here in Donaldson. I plan to share more about the
visits during a Lampen Lecture in October 2013.

-

Dr. Ronald May, President, Ancilla College

SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE / CASA CATALINA DE MEXICO

A Great Success!
The 14th Annual
Walk for Sojourner
Truth House
Each spring,
Sojourner Truth
House, a ministry
sponsored by the
Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ, holds
its largest fundraiser
of the year…the
Walk for STH. This
year, the 14th annual Walk stepped off on a sunny
morning in June with over 300 participants and
nearly 50 teams walking to help end homelessness.
Thanks to the sponsors, walkers and donors, over
$86,000 has been raised to support Sojourner Truth
House. This total surpasses all the previous year’s
efforts, making it the best walk in the history of
Sojourner Truth House. “We are so grateful for
everyone’s support,” said Executive Director Sister
Peg Spindler, CSA. “It’s not too early to put next
year’s walk on your calendar: the 15th Annual Walk
for Sojourner Truth House is Saturday, June 14, 2014!”

-

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Mission Statement

Called in Baptism to proclaim by our lives and our
works the presence of God in the world, we Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ accept the invitation to
live a vowed life in community.
We are inspired by Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and
Blessed Catherine Kasper, our foundress, to
listen prayerfully
live simply
serve joyfully.

Empowered by the same Spirit, we women religious
commit ourselves to
• respect and value each person we serve in
		 our diverse ministries
• stand with the poor and powerless
• in the search for justice
• use our talents and resources in
• response to the emerging needs of
• Church and society
• share ministry and nurture leadership in our
		 efforts to bring peace to the world.
Resisting our fears, we dare to accept the challenges
of the future. We go forward in hope and joy
supported by the bond of community and the
strength of prayer.

Scott Thunder, Director of Development

(An Update from Casa Catalina de Mexico, continued
from page 8)
states that she is uncertain whether she really wants to
stay the night because she may not like the food.
But perhaps our most beloved are four little girls ages
six, four, three and one and a half whom we have known
since December 2012 when their 28-year old mother died.
All four are HIV positive and their father is fraught with
economic and emotional tasks that seem overwhelming.
They continue to come to stay during their frequent check
ups although finding transportation money for the
trip usually involves several calls to Sister Silveria.
No, we have not yet had too many guests, but obviously
each probably brings a smile to Catherine Kasper.

Meanwhile, Sister Silveria has befriended new
benefactors, has learned how to hire (or not)
employees, and collaborates with several abused
women groups. Sister Silveria is now a known
figure at Children and Family Legal Services and
participates in the network of coordination of
services to HIV/AIDS patients. The facilities of our
building are lovely and our employees often go the
extra mile for the cause. Casa Catalina de Mexico
is perhaps a ship still without a fully charted path
but with God and Blessed Catherine Kasper, our
foundress, as co-captains, it is full steam ahead.

-

Dr. Sister Frances Jean Gallinatti, PHJC
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SPECIAL FEATURE

“I came back to say thank you…”
Handmaids of Jesus Christ who helped organize
the refugees’ arrival in Donaldson. “I could’ve cried
when I saw those kids walk off the plane in Fort
Wayne and saw the tragedy on their faces.”
Donaldson greeted the new arrivals with a tenacious
November chill as Can and his group romped in
their first snow, discovered snowballs, and feasted
on their first Thanksgiving dinner prepared by the
Poor Handmaids. In addition to Sister Conrad, Can
also received the care and guidance of Sister Julienne
Smith, PHJC, and Father Thomas Engleton, CSC.

First meeting, Fort Wayne airport. Pictured from left to
right: Sister Joette Huels, Can Doan; Mrs. Ba Nguyen,
Sister Conrad Kirchhoff, Kim Thu, Sister Matthew Tischer,
Thuy Le and Sister Kathleen Morrissey

F

rom the day years ago when he came to
Donaldson, Indiana, Can Doan’s young life had
already undergone dramatic changes and there
were about to be more.
Following hasty farewells to parents and loved ones
who remained in war-torn Vietnam, Can, then 27
years old, and several of his siblings were among
thousands of refugees who fled the country in the
spring of 1975 following the fall of Saigon. Deprived
of food and water for 20 days, they were rescued at
sea by U.S. Navy ships, and taken to Subic Bay in the
Philippines. Can and the group in the boat with him,
although frightened and thin, all gratefully survived.
Weeks of screening and paperwork confirmed
transfers in July to Camp Pendleton in California and
then in September to Camp Fort Chaffee in Arkansas
where refugees sought sponsors who would help
them become settled in the United States. Months
after their homeland departure, they had little idea
where to turn next.
“Catholic Charities asked if we would take several
Vietnamese families,” said Sister Mary Conrad
Kirchhoff, PHJC, then Provincial of the Poor
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“It was cold but we didn’t feel cold at all; I felt very
happy and safe,” Can said. “Sister Julienne helped
make decisions. She is a very nice person – has
high spirits – all the time smiling. Father Tom was a
chaplain and was a good advisor and a good friend.
Father Tom helped a lot to calm down my nerves
because I was shaking a lot when we arrived. He
passed away a long time ago, but I still remember him
and love him a lot. When we got together, we went
swimming, fishing, or listened to music – sometimes
played poker, too. These were good times. ”

Humbled by the kindness of all the
Poor Handmaids, Can and his brother,
Dong, and sister, Kim Thu, were joined by
their brother, Hao, in December before
Christmas. As they adjusted to their new
surroundings, they seized opportunities to learn.
Hao took English lessons and Can enrolled in
several night classes at Ancilla College.
“Can and his siblings were very easy to handle,” Sister
Conrad said. “In the early days they didn’t have any
money. Once Can came and asked for toothpaste. With
four in the family, I gave him four tubes. He brought
three back and said they only needed one.”
Sister Conrad gave Can a job working in building
maintenance with Kenneth Barenie, then director of
the Buildings and Grounds Department. He acquired
diverse skills and was paid for painting their
Donaldson house (yellow!).
(“I came back to say thank you…, continued on page 13)

SPECIAL FEATURE
(“I came back to say thank you…, continued from page 12)
“We would’ve been happy to keep him here. He was
a good man,” Barenie said. “He even cut my hair and
Father Thomas Engleton’s hair, too!”
Dong and Hao Doan left Donaldson approximately
two years later when they obtained scholarships,
government Basic Grants and student loans to attend
Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio, and earned
degrees in accounting and sociology, respectively.
Can’s sister, Kim Thu, stayed with Can in Donaldson
until she attended Cypress Nursing School in
California on a Basic Grant. She later transferred to
California Polytechnic University in Pomona for a
degree in business administration.

Where had they been? What had they done? A lot of
“remember whens” became frequent conversation
during their three-day visit.
After he moved from Donaldson to Anaheim,
California, Can made electric lamps to support
himself and his sister, and took night classes to
become an electronic technician. He transferred to
California Polytechnic University in Pomona (where
he met his wife, Minh Phan) and received a degree in
electrical and electronic engineering. He worked for
the California Department of Transportation as
a licensed electrical engineer for 30 years and is
now retired.
The elder Doan parents, separated from their
children for 15 years, were eventually sponsored
by Can and his siblings to leave Vietnam and join
them in California – as Americanized parents who
even enjoyed playing Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus
at holiday time. Can and Minh Phan raised three
children of their own: Victor, currently a resident at
the University of California, Irvine, Medical Center,
Department of Neurology; Gina, a human resource
coordinator for the Guggenheim Museum in New
York; and Oliver, a software engineer who works on
Kindle devices for Amazon in Cupertino, California.

A farewell supper was held in Donaldson for Dong
and Hao Doan before they left for Xavier University in
October, 1977. Pictured from left to right: Dong and Can
Doan with Sister Conrad Kirchhoff and Hao Doan
With a promise to his parents to look after his sister,
Can needed to move to California with Kim Thu. He
bid farewell to his Indiana friends, except for Father
Tom who drove with him, and journeyed cross
country in his first car, an AMC Hornet.
Can’s two years in Donaldson were never to be
forgotten, however. Christmas cards helped him
remain in touch with Sisters Conrad and Julienne.
Amazingly, 35 years later in June 2013, Can arrived
in Donaldson to show his wife, Minh Phan, where
his American sojourn had begun. Entering the living
room of Catherine’s Cottage, they approached two
expectant, silvery-haired Poor Handmaids seated
in over-stuffed chairs. Amid shrieks of joy, time
stood still as they hugged, then held each other at
arm’s length to renew the faces of their long-ago but
forever friends.

Christmas, 2010 – the Doan family
Front row (from left to right): Can’s mother and father,
Ty Pham and Khang Doan Back row (front left to right):
Can Doan with Victor, Gina, Oliver, and wife Minh Phan
While in Donaldson in June, Can recalled familiar
structures like Ancilla College, the Motherhouse, the
(“I came back to say thank you…, continued on page 24)
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OUR VALUES IN ACTION

Students Work to Support Boys in Kenya and
Form Bond with a Special Sister
herself in to speak with them. Graciously, Sister
Germaine agreed and along with her driver, Sister
Damian, came to Saint Vincent de Paul School on
October 2. She made two presentations so she could
tailor her message to both the younger students and
those in the upper grades. During both presentations,
Sister Germaine spoke about the boys she had worked
with when she was in Kenya. Her passion and love for
the boys was very evident and the students at Saint
Vincent de Paul School became eager to help.

Sister Germaine Hustedde, PHJC with “her” boys in Kenya.
In the summer of 2012, Michael Manning, Student
Council President at Saint Vincent de Paul School in
Fort Wayne traveled to Ancilla Domini in Donaldson,
Indiana to hear Sister Germaine Hustedde, PHJC
speak about her work in Kenya. As they do each
summer, the student council officers seek out a group
or charity which the students in their school can
support during the following school year. Michael
had heard about Sister Germaine and her work in
Kenya from his mother and grandmother who have a
long standing relationship with the Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ.
Michael was so impressed by what he heard from
Sister Germaine that he returned to school and made
a passionate presentation to his fellow officers and the
student council sponsors. They unanimously agreed
that this was the group the students would support
during the 2012-13 school year. The officers felt that
St. Joseph Home – A Caring Place in Kenya was the
ideal choice. They were determined to educate their
fellow students about the boys in Kenya, design
activities to raise funds for the house, and schedule
opportunities to pray for the boys at Saint Joseph
Home and for the Sisters that serve them.
After Michael had described Sister Germaine’s
enthusiasm and spirited personality to the student
council members, everyone wanted to have her come
and speak to the students. It was felt that the best way
to educate the students and to help them understand
the needs of the boys, was to bring Sister Germaine
14 Word Gathering | www.poorhandmaids.org

During that first week in October, called We Care Week
at Saint Vincent’s, students worked to raise funds
through a variety of fun activities including a “Bill
Battle,” sucker sale, and wacky, neon-themed, dress
down day. About $5,000 was raised by the students,
and the week was brought to a close with the students
and their families coming together to pray a Family
Rosary with the boys of Saint Joseph Home and the
Sisters who lived there as our intentions.
The next event planned was the Student Council
Carnival which was held on Friday, February 1, 2013
during Catholic Schools Week. Students paid a small
price to come to the gym for an hour during the school
day and play games to win prizes. This event is always
a hit, but this year it was even more exciting because
Sister Germaine joined us for the festivities. She moved
about the gym interacting with the students and
playing games with them. Of course, when she left that
day, she made sure to say that the prizes she had won
would be going to the boys in Kenya.
Although the carnival raised another $2,000, the student
council members were not satisfied and planned another
event for the spring. They decided to hold a walk-a-thon
so the students at Saint Vincent de Paul could get an idea
of what it would be like if they had to walk to school like
the boys in Kenya. The students were invited to seek
donations in order to leave their classrooms and walk
outside carrying their book bags for 45 minutes. Any
donation was accepted, and the officers were hoping
to raise between $1,000 and $2,000 for the Saint Joseph
Home. They were blown away when the students at the
school donated just over $8,000 for the boys.
(Students Work to Support Boys in Kenya and Form Bond
with a Special Sister, continued on page 15)
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Sister Michelle Dermody Supports Operation
Quiet Comfort
The prayer/poem read:
Lord, take me where you want me to go;
Let me meet who you want me to meet;
Tell me what you want me to say,
And keep me out of your way.
— Father Mychal F. Judge

S

ister Michelle Dermody felt a calling. Through
this calling she set out to accomplish two
goals. Her first goal was to raise money to help
Operation Quiet Comfort. Her second goal was to
make others aware of its volunteer opportunities.
Operation Quiet Comfort sends letters of thanks and
care packages to U.S. soldiers all around the world.
Volunteers are always needed to write cards and to
help box care packages with things like protein bars,
coffee, socks, t-shirts and DVDs.
Sister Michelle chose a rather unorthodox way of
raising money for this organization. At 80 years old,
she chose to skydive. She felt her calling was to do
something that the troops do for her and their country
without a second thought. Because her brother-inlaws, two uncles and a great nephew had all served in
the military, she felt in her heart this was something
she had to do. When asked if she had a special prayer
planned before she jumped, she said “absolutely!”

(Students Work to Support Boys in Kenya and Form Bond
with a Special Sister, continued from page 14)
During the 2012-13 school year, the students at Saint
Vincent de Paul were inspired to support a group of
boys from far away, both with donations and through
prayer. They were fully engaged in this mission
and were inspired by one very special Sister. Sister
Germaine’s energetic spirit and loving nature were
infectious, and the students will long remember her.
On May 29, 2013, after a special All-School Mass,
things came full circle. Michael Manning had the

On July 28, the day had come. Family and friends
gathered for a tailgate party and filled out thank you
cards to the troops.
At 2:00 it was time for Sister Michelle to jump.
Even though she thought the experience would be
exhilarating, she started to get nervous and asked,
“Don’t I need a helmet?” No, replied the coach. Her
leg froze as she sat by the open door; she just couldn’t
move it out of the plane…time suddenly stood still. Her
jumping partner helped her then suddenly she began to
see the world from another view. The clouds were like
marshmallows; she could see The Center at Donaldson,
University of Notre Dame and Lake Maxincukee in
Culver. There were no words to describe the silence of
God’s creation that she experienced in that moment.
In the hopes of giving a soldier a little comfort, Sister
Michelle raised $1,379 for Operation Quiet Comfort.
She truly does not know how to thank God for the
gift he gave her in return.
More pictures can be seen on the PHJC Facebook page.

-

Julie Dessauer, Communications

opportunity to present Sister Germaine with a
donation of $10,000 which when added to earlier
donations, meant the students at Saint Vincent de
Paul had given $15,000 to Saint Joseph Home –
A Caring Place. This donation is a school record
and something of which the student council is
very proud. Even more valuable, the students of
Saint Vincent’s have wonderful memories of Sister
Germaine, and the school has a new friend.

-

Elizabeth Kleber, Saint Vincent de Paul School
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ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION

St. Joseph Community Health Foundation:
A Look at the Super Shot Program

These recently vaccinated kids and staff are all showing off their “Super Shot” wristbands as part of the Super Shot
program started in 1992 by Sister Mary Conrad Kirchhoff in Allen County, Indiana and still supported today by the
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation.

I

n 1992, Allen County was facing a significant health
established Super Shot Saturday laid a path for us to
issue – a dangerously low 49% immunization rate
follow…offering our services to those most in need, the
compared to the 90% recommended by the CDC.
underserved and under-immunized in our community.
The United States was experiencing a measles outbreak
Since 1992, Super Shot has provided more than 475,700
and the low immunization rates left over
immunizations in 179,900 child visits.
150 children dead, most under age five.
“My insurance did The St. Joseph Community Health
Sister Mary Conrad Kirchhoff, PHJC, Vice
not cover previous Foundation and the Poor Handmaids of
President of Mission Effectiveness at the
shots and I am
Jesus Christ have always been alongside
St. Joseph Medical Center convened a
currently trying to Super Shot working on their shared mission
group of community leaders to address
get those paid off. of strengthening, improving and sustaining
the issue. From this meeting, Super Shot
You are helping us long-term health in Allen County. Since
Saturday was created. Through the years, it
evolved from a bi-annual event to a yearout in a huge way the sale of St. Joseph Medical Center in
1998, the St. Joseph Community Health
round program. Today, Super Shot operates
as I am sure you
10 clinics at easily accessible, family
all know the state Foundation has continued the vision set
forth by Sister Mary Conrad Kirchhoff and
friendly sites throughout the community.
of our economy.”
provided over $444,066 in funding through
Clinics are open at a variety of times to
17 grants to Super Shot. Together Super
accommodate many different family
Shot and the Poor Handmaids of Christ continue to
schedules. Super Shot breaks down barriers of access
make it possible for children in Allen County to stay
and cost and in so doing, is one of the largest providers
healthy through proper vaccination.
of childhood immunization in Indiana.
According to Kelly Zachrich, Executive Director, “We
are also a unique program, one that can not be found
anywhere else in the country. The visionaries that
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-

Meg Distler, Executive Director, St. Joseph Community
Health Foundation

POOR HANDMAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST

Respecting, Preserving and Protecting All of Creation
Inspired by their
spirituality and
tradition, the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus
Christ (PHJC) Sisters
made a decision to care
even more consciously
for Earth and all of
creation. They have
done this in numerous
ways, one of which
has been through the
Sister Kathy Haas inspects
development of the
the lake water for healthy life. Ecological Relationships
Committee (ERC).
The ERC is composed of leaders from the various
ministries and entities at The Center at Donaldson.
They work collaboratively to address major issues
concerning natural environments at The Center. They
develop educational activities, collaborate with the
larger community beyond The Center, and make
recommendations to PHJC Provincial Leadership
appropriate to the issues being addressed.
This committee has evolved over the years.
Originally known as the Natural Resources
Committee (NRC), the committee’s name was
changed in 2005 to the Ecological Relationships
Committee (ERC) reflecting both the growing
understanding that Earth and nature are not simply
resources and the focus of the group to assess and
work towards assuring that our ecosystems at The
Center at Donaldson are in healthy balance.
The committee is challenged with respecting,
preserving, and protecting the land and its
inhabitants, both human and all of creation, while
balancing the need to, at times, alter the land
for growth of the ministries. The ERC has been
responsible for developing a master comprehensive
land plan for the entire property at The Center. Sister
Kathy Haas, who served as the Provincial Leadership
liaison of the committee for the past eight years,
states, “The ERC is committed to deepening the
recognition that everything we do has to be done
conscious of and weighing the ramifications for all
the communities, not just the human community,
living at The Center at Donaldson.”
Key PHJC documents, that provide the fundamental

premises which guide the ERC in its work include:

•

1989 congregational Mandate on the protection
of Creation

•

1990 American Province Stewardship statement
on the Earth

•

1990 Pastoral Plan

•

Values and Belief Statements

•

Ethical Decision Making process

•

as well as the Earth Charter, which the PHJC
American Province officially endorsed in 2006

Over the years the committee influenced the
following ongoing challenges:

•

Ensuring collaboration, not only within The
Center, but beyond, because we are a part of a
bigger community

•

Guiding the location and addressing the impact
of several projects, including a water tower and
other buildings/additions

•

Planning and implementing educational Earth
Day/Week activities for all co-workers and
residents with the hope that people take what
they have learned and move it into action.

The Landscape sub-committee of the ERC has
continued to work with a range of areas at The
Center – posting informational signage, continuing to
research and use environmentally friendly products,
conscientiously planting native trees and plants as
well as plants that help drainage areas, reducing
mowing practices, and minimizing
financial expenses.
Controlled hunting of Canadian geese and deer
continues to be coordinated on the outer areas of
the grounds to help restore environmental balance.
The controlled hunting is handled in a way that
is sensitive to the needs of The Center’s many
communities, with the added benefit of donations
to local food pantries.

(Respecting, Preserving and Protecting All of Creation,
continued on page 23)
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IN MEMORY

In Memory of Our Sister and Associates
Sister Jeanette Schutte, PHJC
Sister Jeanette Schutte, PHJC,
passed away on June 3, 2013
at St. Francis Hospital, Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. She was
born to Walter and Bertha
Schutte in Quincy, Illinois on
February 9, 1924. She entered
the Poor Handmaid of Jesus
Christ community and
professed her first vows on June 25, 1945.
Sister Jeanette touched the lives of many people
throughout her life. Between 1945 and 1962 she
taught school in Chicago and East Chicago and
Gary, Indiana.
In 1962 she became the Postulant Director for the
Poor Handmaids. In 1969 she returned to teaching
and was principal for the next four years in schools
in Carlyle and Mt. Carmel, Illinois.
From 1973 – 1979 Sister Jeanette served as a
Provincial Team Member for the Poor Handmaid
community. From 1979 to 1997 she ministered in
Richmond, Minnesota, and at St. Mary’s School and
St. Boniface in Edwardsville, Illinois. Since 1997,
Sister Jeanette has served the poor and hungry in
Cairo, Illinois at The Kitchen Table, a soup kitchen
run by the Belleville Diocese.
Sister Jeanette had said, “Through all my ministries,
my mission has been the same; namely, to receive
and to share God’s love and compassion. Many,
many persons I have met on my journey have shown
me the face of Christ by their steadfast faith and by
the joy of their daily lives.”
May Sister Jeanette rest in peace.
Patricia Hohenegger
Patricia Hohenegger died
following a lengthy illness at
the age of 82 on July 1, 2013.
Patricia had been an Associate
in the West Region since
1987 serving for many years
during the 1990s as a regional
representative. Pat was a
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resident of Hammond, Indiana and a member of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church (OLPH) for over 50
years. There she had served on the parish council
and was a past president of the Rosary Society. She
also served on, coordinated or chaired numerous
committees at OLPH including the Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist, Spiritual Life Committee,
Seder Meals, Evangelization Committee, building
committee, Stewardship Committee, liturgy
committee and many others. For a time Patricia also
directed all lay Eucharistic Ministers in the Gary
Diocese. She also was very active with the Girl Scouts
and was a leader for ten years. She worked as a
sales clerk, was an avid Chicago Cubs fan and loved
to travel.
Pat made the service of others, and especially those
in her church community, a priority. This was
her way of sharing the charism of Catherine with
everyone she met. She is survived by Arnold, her
husband of 62 years, and their daughter Pat.
May Patricia rest in peace.
Dorothy Messick
Dorothy Messick died at St.
Vincent’s home in Quincy,
Illinois on July 15, 2013. She
was 89 years old. Dorothy
was an Associate in the
Quincy Region since 1994.
Born and raised in Quincy,
she and her twin brother
were the youngest of seven
children. Dorothy met her husband Wayne while in
business school; they married in 1946.
Wayne became interested in geriatrics and following
the receipt of his degree in public health, decided
to purchase Carlyle Healthcare Center which was
at that time was owned by the Poor Handmaids.
Dorothy and her husband were inspired by the
dedication to the elderly they saw in the Poor
Handmaids. They began their ministry to the elderly
and their walk together in Catherine’s shoes. Dorothy
and her husband Wayne remained very dedicated to
Blessed Catherine. They also purchased St. Vincent’s
(In Memory of Our Sister and Associates,
continued on page 19)

IN MEMORY
(In Memory of Our Sisters and Associates, continued from
page 18)

the Linus Project and numerous afghans for family
members and fund raisers.

Home and managed both Carlyle Healthcare and
St. Vincent’s Home until Wayne’s death in 1999. The
Messick’s dedicated St. Vincent’s Home to Blessed
Catherine Kasper and named many buildings and
streets after her. At the entrance to Carlyle Home
there stands a statue of Blessed Catherine.

Those closest to Emily will remember her bacon rolls
and her large collection of little bells. Most of all
she will be remembered for her generous spirit and
the beautiful smile which she readily shared with
whomever she met.

Dorothy was a member of St. Peter Catholic Church
and had been an active community volunteer. She
was also very dedicated to her family which included
her two daughters Ann and Sue, five grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.
May Dorothy rest in peace.
Emily Tumas
Emily Tumas was one of
our very first Associates.
She became an Associate
on March 19, 1983 at St.
Augustine’s Convent in
Chicago. Emily would have
been honored as one of
our 30 year Associates at
this year’s Gathering and
Associate Anniversary. As an active member in the
North Region, she was determined to attend all of the
meetings she could manage, always looking forward
to the Gatherings and retreats. She passed away at
Holy Family Villa in Palos Park, Illinois on July 17th.
Emily was 97.
Emily’s husband Adolph died in 1981. They had two
daughters and two sons. Emily is also survived by
three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
She was especially proud of her daughter, Sister
Joellen, and the work she did at Casa Catalina. In
addition to being an Associate, Emily had been a
member of the Salvation Army Seniors, St. Christina
Seniors, Marionette Park Club and Sacred Heart
Seniors. Prior to having her stroke, she volunteered
for many years at the Bridgeview Healthcare Facility
where her daughter Carol resides. Emily also helped
at St. Augustine fundraisers and looked forward
to our PHJC Bazaars where she helped make the
donuts, worked the North Area Associate table,
or sold tickets for the dinners. She loved to help
wherever she was needed. In addition, over the years
Emily made over two hundred crocheted blankets for

May Emily rest in peace.
Mary Krakowiecki
Mary Krakowiecki died
peacefully in her home
surrounded by family on
July 31. She was 88. Mary had
a lifelong connection with the
Poor Handmaids having had
two aunts and three cousins
who were Poor Handmaids.
She worked for over 40 years
at St. Mary’s Hospital in East St. Louis, Illinois,
until her retirement. Mary was not only taught by
PHJC’s but she later worked alongside many of them
while employed at St. Mary’s. She was also an avid
seamstress and quilter.
Mary was preceded in death by her husband,
John, who died in 2003. She also lost a daughter,
Jo Ann and a grandson, Shawn. Surviving Mary
are five children, nine grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
Mary had been a very active Associate in the South
Region for 28 years. She served on the Associate
Board off and on from 1987 to 2001. During that time
she organized transportation so that others from
her region could travel together to Donaldson for
various events. Mary also made many trips herself
to Donaldson to board meetings and to work at the
bazaar. Mary truly lived the charism of Catherine.
May Mary rest in peace.
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INTERNATIONAL

“We Let the Poor Evangelize Us…”
The social problems we have in the United States are not
unique to us. Sister Nicola Boers, a German PHJC shares
the challenges she faces working in the inner city
in Germany.

T

he 1995 document of the PHJC General
Chapter of our Congregation “Our Way to the
Future” touched me inwardly as no other.

Thus I never hesitated when I was free to terminate
my traditional ministry two years ago to begin in
the inner city of Bonn-Tannenbusch, Germany. The
challenge was to form a small spiritual cell among
the high rise buildings of a housing community, to be
there for the people and to prepare a place of lowthreshold neighborhood help. While still looking
for a suitable place to live, I already encountered
incredulous surprise: “No one wants to live here,” or
the warning that the locality was too dangerous. In
2010 I moved into a rented apartment, alone at first,
in one of the multi-story buildings. Six months later
I was followed by Sister Pia of the Congregation of
the Poor Child Jesus. She soon found employment
at a center for people who were out-of-work, an
establishment owned by the Caritas Association and
the Diakonia [Protestant social work organization].
I had no concrete idea of what to expect. Today I
see clearly – and this is an open secret in the city –
people who “have to” live here are those who have
descended to the lowest rung of the social ladder.
The living quarters are allocated to them by the
authorities because they are on social benefit. Most
of them come from a migrant background. There
are 120 nationalities living in this satellite town.
At the political level there is talk of integration. I
frequently wonder who is supposed to integrate
with whom here. Drugs, crime and vandalism are
part of daily life. If – for the sake of their children
– families want to leave this part of the town, no
reimbursement of the costs of their move will be
given. They are obliged by necessity to remain where
they are. With the home address Tannenbusch,
young people looking for job training have the
worst possible prospects. They are marginalized.
Apart from the problematic environment the
desolate condition of many of the apartments is an
affront. The landlords – called “locusts” – do hardly
anything about the maintenance of the apartments.
There are major complaints about mildew and
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other serious shortcomings. Sometimes the heating
or the elevators fail to function for days or even
weeks. I have personally experienced having no
hot water for weeks. And that at the beginning of
the autumn weather conditions! It is, therefore,
understandable that as soon as someone manages to
get a job and improve their finances, they look for
another locality. Soon after I moved in, I was asked
by the staff member of an advice bureau to assist
children who were no longer financed by the youth
welfare service. That was a very prompt answer to
my question of what and where I was to help here.
The need for coaching – help with reading, German
and Mathematics – is great. There are indeed two
establishments in the district that offer homework
supervision but they are not enough and there is a
lack of individual help in particular. Many of the
children are growing up bi-lingual. On the one hand
that is an advantage, on the other, some parents have
only an inadequate knowledge of German. The result
is that the children have a very limited vocabulary.
Problems in school are virtually pre-programmed. I
was able to motivate a few youngsters to come to our
apartment by means of the “children’s cinema,” so
that today they come voluntarily for coaching. (“First
work, then cinema!”)
Our address – Sisters’ Convent Tannenbusch –
became known rapidly. Sometimes I am amazed
when I am addressed as “Sister” at the supermarket
cash register. People turn to us in the most varied
needs: accompaniment to agencies, registration at
school, parent meetings, reading and answering
letters, filling out application forms, help with job
applications or the search for somewhere to live…
Quite often these needs also hide illiteracy. It is
especially the women who – according to their
cultural tradition – take care of the household and the
children and are virtually left out. We were able to
persuade some of them to join a language course. If
they have the room, we visit families in their homes.
There are lonely people, the demands of caring for
sick relatives, people who have suffered harsh blows
of fate. Mostly it is enough just to listen, to give them
some time. Poverty has many faces. At present I am
concerned with a woman who has five children.
She is a single parent. Someone had heard of us and
phoned me to ask me to support this woman. What
(“We Let the Poor Evangelize Us…”,
continued on page 23)
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An Exciting Update – New Foster Mother
Jean Bowman, who has served
as Director/Foster Mother for
Nazareth Home since February
2011, will assume the Director
responsibilities, leading the day
to day activities of the staff and
volunteers. We are pleased to
welcome Amanda Golob to the
Amanda Golob
Foster Mother role in early August.
Amanda will work with Indiana
Department of Child Services, Lake County and be
responsible for taking the children to appointments,
appearing in court and working closely with the Nazareth
Home staff to provide excellent care for the children.

children with special needs. She has worked as a
teacher, and preschool and nursery assistant, at several
local day care facilities including Caring Heart Open
Arms Childcare and Preschool in Hobart and Laurel
Church day care in Merrillville, Indiana. She has also
worked for AmeriCorps as Volunteer Coordinator for
PATH, Inc. and served Wisconsin Easter Seals Respite
Camp helping campers with special needs. Amanda
has been to Peru, Mexico and Honduras on mission
trips with One World Missions and Teen Mania –
Global Expeditions. She is a graduate of Crown Point
High School and will continue classes at Ivy Tech. She
currently resides in Valparaiso, Indiana.

Amanda is a skilled caregiver with a passion for

-

(Respecting, Preserving and Protecting All of Creation,
continued from page 17)

•

Stabilizing the north lakeshore of Lake Gilbraith

•

Establishing/expanding rain gardens on the property

One of the ERC’s focuses during the past years has
been the improvement of the health of our water
ecosystem. A report compiled by Sister Mary Baird,
PHJC in 2007 alerted the ERC and others of the extent
to which our ecosystems were not in balance. The
ERC recognized the seriousness of not tending to the
health of Lake Gilbraith and the Flat Lake Watershed.
The ERC chose as a first priority the improvement of
the health and quality of water.
Other topics related to that focus include:

•

Promoting water friendly landscaping

•

Collaborating with the Flat Lake Watershed
Group, Indiana DNR and others

•

Conservation of water and storm water management

Scott Thunder, Director of Development

In 2012, the PHJC Sisters received a grant from
the Lake and River Enhancement program of the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources to design
the stabilization of the north shore of Lake Gilbraith
along with best practices for managing storm water.
In 2013 they submitted a grant application to fund
the implementation of the proposed design.
Sister Kathy concludes, “The ERC has worked
diligently to collaborate with the different entities
at The Center at Donaldson and the surrounding
community to come to resolutions, decisions and
plans that reflect the collective wisdom of the group
and that support the mission and values of The
Center at Donaldson and of the Poor Handmaids.”

-

Julie Dowd, Director, Communications

(“We Let the Poor Evangelize Us…”, continued from page 20)
I found there goes beyond description. My only hope is that – for the sake of the children – I can bring about
some lasting change.

We are being asked for our “five loaves and two fish.” That is a consolation in some situations where
I ask myself “what can I do,” and feel the answer is “nothing.” I have learned what is needed is
simply to be present, here and now. In that sense I am happy to learn from the poor.

-

Sister Nicola Boers, a member of the PHJC German Province
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Share your story!
PHJC Curator Jane Bomberger is working to
preserve the legacy and valued service of the
Poor Handmaids, both currently and in the past.
Information is ascertained through interviews
with the Sisters, gathered letters and memorabilia,
and renewed contacts and visits with those whose
lives the Sisters have touched. If you have a story
to share or would like to visit with the Sisters and
see how Donaldson has grown, contact Jane at
jbomberger@phjcfoundation.org or (219) 947-8542.

(“I came back to say thank you…, continued from page 13)
original portion of Lindenwood Retreat & Conference
Center and the house where he lived. He and his
wife marveled, however, at the changes and vast
acreage, now known as The Center at Donaldson,
that today includes a Beef and Grain Farm; MoonTree
art studios; Earthworks’ classes and summer
camp; retirement and nursing care residences for
both Sisters and the laity; Ancilla Domini Chapel;
Catherine’s Cottage residence and more.
Times had changed but Can and Minh wanted to pay
their respects to the Poor Handmaids. They brought
abundant and carefully-selected jams and other
nutrient-rich foods as gifts from California. Can’s
sister, Kim Thu, sent a generous monetary donation.
The Doan family gifted the Poor Handmaids with a
three-foot statue made of Italian composite marble.
Known as Our Lady of La Vang, it is the central and
national shrine of Vietnam, symbolic of the lady in
the late 1700s who presented herself as the Mother
of God to persecuted Vietnamese villagers, consoled
them, and gave them a sign of loving care. (Please see
collage on page 3 for a photo of the statue.)
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In a thank you letter to Can and Minh, the Provincial
Leadership team wrote, “We marvel at the way in
which you came to the United States, Can, and are
grateful that our Poor Handmaids could lend a hand
in the mid-1970s. Your generous gift of the Our Lady
of La Vang statue carries special meaning for us… As
we enjoy the beauty of your statue, we are reminded
of your courage and valor years ago and are grateful
that you have returned to our lives. Fond memories
and continued prayer will always be with you and
your family.”

“I came back to say thank you,” Can said
to his Poor Handmaid audience during the
statue presentation at Catherine Kasper Chapel.
“You gave me hope. We wanted to make
you proud of us.”
And they did.

-

Jane Bomberger, PHJC Curator, Ancilla Systems Incorporated

