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Associates Celebrate Gathering XI and
30th Anniversary
By Gay Fiwek, East Two Associate

Spiritual growth is a focus of the Associate Community. This year’s Gathering challenged us to “Be the Charism,” to
embrace our differences while remembering the goodness and faith that bonds us together.

O

n September 28, 2013, more than 100
Associates, Poor Handmaid Sisters, and
guests gathered at The Center of Donaldson
for an inspiring, spiritually uplifting and joyfilled time.

Marci’s theme was “Journey Together in Spirit.”
It was comprised of four separate sessions: The
Spirit of Mutuality, The Spirit of Openness,
Growing Together in Spirit and The Spirit of
Leading into the Future.

The Core Team, with Director Donna Sikorski,
planned and hosted the special event which is
held every other year. Each gathering provides
the spiritual followers of Catherine with
inspiring keynote addresses and meaningful
dialogue and prayer, along with the joy of being
together in one place. This does not happen for
our Associate Community very often because of
our unique lifestyles and geographic distances.
It is heartwarming to see people greeting
one another as they renew their spiritual
relationships and friendships. It is always a
treasure to meet different Associates and form
new friendships.

Marci said that part of the mutuality between
Associates and their Religious counterparts is
the charism of the foundress. Community and
reaching out to others are parts of the charism
of Blessed Catherine. Marci said, “Without
charism leading us to ministry, coining a phrase
of Joan Chittister’s, we remain exclusive in our
‘spiritual hot tubs.’”

At Gathering XI, the Associates and Sisters were
truly blessed by the presence of Marci Madary,
a long-time friend of the Associate Community.

In talking about Associates and
Religious in relation to one another,
Marci also stated, “The gift we offer to
each other is that our different vocations
expand ideas, enhance understandings,
and open up possibilities. This is a core
element of mutuality.”
(Associates Celebrate Gathering XI and 30th Anniversary,
continued on page 2)

(Associates Celebrate Gathering XI and 30th Anniversary,
continued from page 1)

Following that comment she also said, “We, as a
church, are called to move beyond the idea that one
way of being is “better” than another. We need to
move past the misperception that one life-style is
holier than another.”
In the Spirit of
Openness, Marci shared
stories and poems
to inspire us to open
ourselves to God, and
recognize this as our
lifelong journey. Being
open to one another
within the context
of our Associate/
Sister community, she
emphasized that we
Gathering XI keynote speaker,
Marci Madary
are all in the circle of a
Perfect One. She said
that being in community is “a miracle. It is a gift
from God enabling me to become more than I could
ever be alone. The power of community dares us to
be brave and enter into the unknown because of our
bonds of love. …we are bonded together and the key
is not to run away, but stay at the table and dialogue.
We need to remember what we share… We need to
retell stories, laugh at ourselves and remember the
goodness and faith that holds us together. …Rather
than trying to shape each other into our own image,
we are called to embrace our differences.”
Growing Together in Spirit opened us to thinking
about how we embrace Catherine’s charism. Marci
stated that Associates are actively engaged in the
world, and in our interactions with others, WHO
we are is more important that what we say. “BE the
charism” was her challenge to us. If we want others
to enter into our family, we need to enter into the
charism deeply ourselves.
Associates and Religious gain much from their
relationship. As Associates enter in the charism of
the community, they connect with a group of other
Associates who care deeply about the world and
our loving God. The Religious members of this
relationship know that the work they started is
being continued and expanded as the spirit of the
community is shared with countless others. All are
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stronger because of the relationship with one another.
Religious and Associates experience a natural ebb
and flow of leading and following. Each needs
time together and time apart. Through this, all are
committed to the relationship.
Marci concluded this section of her presentation by
saying, “The practice of mutuality begins with our
attitudes – celebrating what we share and respecting
our diversity. It is about being committed to the
relationship, even when things get messy.”
Leaders have the ability to see the needs of the
present time and are confident in addressing those
needs. Leaders can be present to the current moment
and move toward a future that brings happiness and
wholeness. Mutuality and leadership fit together
very well. In mutuality, we stand together and we
both take initiative and leadership in the relationship.
Servant leadership is the model Jesus shows us. We
sacrifice for those we love because we love them.
In conclusion, Marci states that depending on our
charismatic community and celebrating the unique
gifts of Sisters and Associates will make us stronger.
“With the Trinity as our model, we are clearly created
to be in relationship.”

Celebrating the Milestone Anniversaries
Traditionally, the Associate Community celebrates
those who have reached milestone anniversaries.
Each five-year milestone is a cause for special
recognition and affirmation of each one’s
commitment. In 2013, there are three Associates
who have been in the community five years: Jim
Bickett, Marge Bickett and Carolyn Meredith. Three
Associates celebrate 10 years: Mary Jane Boyle, Jean
Ehlert and Rose Gibson; Three Associates reached
their 15 years: Sue Escher, Carolyn Stupasky, and
Grace Veliz. Two Associates have been in community
for 20 years: Marie Jacobs and Florence Rafac.
Twenty-five year celebrants are Mary Ann Kemp,
Gwen Walters and Cindy Wiatrak. And this year,
eight of our original Associates were recognized
for their 30 years as Associates: Pauline Frasier,
Esther Gherna, Betty Lee McDonnell Ann Powen,
(Associates Celebrate Gathering XI and 30th Anniversary,
continued on page 8)
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My sincere apologies to Associate Linda Greaf
from East One. Linda very generously wrote
the lovely article entitled “Celebrating the
Milestones of Sister Julienne” which appeared
on page seven of the last (Fall) issue of
Associating News. The by-line was incorrect in
the publication. My sincere apology to Linda
and thanks to her for her beautiful article.
My apologies also to Associate Joan Blake who
recently informed me that there was an error
in her years as an Associate – she became an
Associate in 1985. Congratulations Joan and
thank you for your many years of dedication to
the Associate Community.

In Memory of Our Sister.............................page 5

Associate John Powen –
Did you know?...............................................page 9
South Region Associates Welcome
Rita Heimann...............................................page 10
Upcoming 2014 MoonTree Studios
Experiences................................................... page 11
E-mail
Phone
Website
Address
		
		

dsikorski@poorhandmaids.org
(574) 936-9936 Ext. 733
www.poorhandmaids.org/associates
Associate Community Office
P.O. Box 1
Donaldson, IN 46513

The 2014 Calendar and
Directory is enclosed in the
winter Associate Community
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listing (including birthday)
and notify the Associate
Office immediately if there is
an error in your listing.
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Jan Macey Keeps Things Running Smoothly

Jan Macey was recognized for working at The Center at Donaldson for 10 years at a luncheon on October 4th. Jan has
been a great support to all of us and especially to me. As the Associate Secretary, she quietly works behind the scenes here
in the Associate office and keeps things running smoothly. Because she is always behind the scenes I felt this would be a
good opportunity for you to get to know Jan a little better. The following is in her words.
— Donna Sikorski, Director of the Associate Community

Associate Director Donna Sikorski (left)
and Associate Secretary Jan Macey

I joined the Associate Office in April of 2003. Formerly, I taught for 28
years in the Business Department of Clay High School in South Bend,
Indiana. For the last 12 of those years, I was chairman of the department.
After retiring, I busied myself doing some volunteer work with the
Adult Education program in Plymouth. I have assisted with GED
classes, tutored a client learning to read, assisted GED students using
tutorials on the computer, taught basic computer classes for adults
and worked part-time in a real estate office. When I came to work for
the Associate Office, it was a perfect fit. I was able to visit my father at
Catherine Kasper Home every day while he was alive. I don’t think I
have ever said this about any other job I have held, but working here has
helped me be a better person.

My husband of 53 years and I have two children, both married. We have
two grandchildren. Both families live in the area so we can enjoy each
other frequently. Because I can be flexible here at work, I can help with the children when necessary. Once a
year for a brief time my husband and I get away to some place warm – usually the Caribbean. In the summer,
you will find us at our cottage each weekend on a nearby lake. Ralph’s father built the cottage back in the
1940s and, true to the family tradition, Ralph designed and built our home on a corner of a farm my family
owned. We have a pond and woods with rolling fields where we watch the wildlife and enjoy the tranquility.
We truly feel blessed.

Update from East One
By Cindy Schmitz, East One Associate

East One Associates are becoming
acclimated to meeting at each
others’ homes since we no longer
have our dear Sisters’ home in
Fort Wayne in which to convene.
We miss going to Marian Convent
and sharing time with Sisters Carol
and Julienne but trust that Catherine’s charism will
follow us wherever we meet.
For quite some time, we have been donating diapers
to Vincent House on even months and canned goods
to St. Therese’s food pantry on the odd months. We
are looking into the possibility of becoming more
involved in some kind of group ministry for the
upcoming year. We have invited Meg Distler from
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the St. Joseph Community Health Foundation to
attend our January meeting to present some options
for our group to consider. It’s become a tradition that
our December meeting finds us collecting gloves,
hats and scarves for our Fort Wayne needy children.
Of course we celebrate our Savior’s birth by praying
together and enjoying one another’s company
while sharing a potluck supper. We are always on
the “lookout” for new candidates for the Associate
Community as we strive to carry out Blessed
Catherine’s mission.
Let us give thanks to our loving God and to all
generous people for their many gifts and acts of
charity, for body and soul.
— Blessed Catherine Kasper

In Memory of Our Sister

S

ister Vivian Brand,
PHJC passed away
on November 17 at the
Catherine Kasper Home,
Donaldson. She was born to
Henry and Josephine Brand
in Germantown, Illinois on
April 11, 1917. Sister Vivian,
then known as Sedonia, grew
up in a home full of love,
laughter, prayer and hard
work with a deep appreciation of one another and all
God’s creation.
Sister Vivian entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ on June 25, 1935 and took her final vows
on June 25, 1938. In 1946 as a teacher, she received
her B.A. in History/English/Latin from Rosary
University, Lake Forest, Illinois. In 1955 she received
her Master’s Degree in Modern European History
from the University of Notre Dame, South Bend,
Indiana. In 1963 she received her PH.D in American
History/Political Science from St. Louis University.
Sister Vivian spent her whole life in education. She
began teaching in 1940 at St. Boniface School in
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Edwardsville, Illinois and in 1946 she taught at St.
Augustine High School in Chicago, Illinois. In 1946
she came to Donaldson to be the assistant dean/
dean, librarian and teacher at Ancilla High School
and later, as teacher, dean, professor and library
volunteer at Ancilla College. From 1946 until her
death she lived and worked in Donaldson. Her life
as a Poor Handmaid was spent in service to others
not only in education, but beautifying the grounds
around the college with her flower beds and then
placing them in wonderful table arrangements. She is
buried at Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Donaldson.
Regarding education, Sister Vivian once said,
“Serving God’s poor in the education ministry was
rewarding, especially in the college. Many students
were non-traditional; many were the first in their
families to attend college. Helping them to attain
marketable skills to support themselves and their
families fulfilled a purpose of the college.”

May Sister Vivian rest in peace!

Lindenwood Retreat &
Conference Center
2014 Upcoming Events

January 25
February 24
March 7-9
March 10
March 28-30

Mid-Winter Day Retreat: Centering Prayer
Mid-Winder Day Retreat: Jesus Prayer
A Day of Prayer with Dorothy Day
Women of the Passion
Day of Prayer: Forgiven
2014 Lenten Retreat

For more information on these retreats or other retreats/
programs being offered at Lindenwood call: (574) 935-1780
or view our online calendar at www.lindenwood.org.

Please pray for our
Associate Candidates
Theresa Anderson – West
Judy Arndt – East Three
Verna Ingrassia – East Three
Dee Karnia – North
Bob Karnia – North
Cindy Karnia – North
Edward Karnia – North
Melanie Karnia – North
Julie Knapp – Quincy
Donna O’Malley – North
Joanne Ortman – North
Michael Ortman – North
Tina Ortman – North
Greg Schoenekase – Quincy

Associating News | 5

Listening to God’s Call:
Catherine Kasper Vocation Center in Mexico

T

hree years ago the Sisters in Mexico opened the Catherine Kasper Vocation Center in Querétaro. By living
with Sisters Elvia and Deborah, girls in high school get an insider’s view of religious life. Later, when
they are ready to make a life decision, these pre-aspirants will have lived-experience and not just some ideal
concept of convent life. Here is a taste of what the Vocation Center offers these teens:

The girls attend high school operated by the
Marist Brothers. This Catholic school offers a
quality education as well as faith formation.
Pictured from left to right: Blanca, Elena,
Maria Oralia, Mairani and Ana Victoria wear
the school uniform.
Sister Elvia (pictured on the far right) just
completed the first of three years in the
same school.

Studying is essential to maintain good grades.
Like other high school girls, Elena, Maria
Oralia and Mairani spend at least two hours
each afternoon hitting the books or researching
on the internet.

Prayer is an important part of our daily life.
Here Maria Oralia shares her gift of music to
lead the singing. Once a week the girls also
serve as the choir in one of the local churches
for daily Mass.

(Listening to God’s Call: Catherine Kasper Vocation Center in Mexico,
continued on page 7)
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(Listening to God’s Call: Catherine Kasper Vocation Center in Mexico,
continued from page 6)

To introduce the girls to the ministry of the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, each Saturday
the pre-aspirants make and distribute 120
sandwiches to the poor in the plazas, focusing
their attention on the elderly poor who are
begging or the little children who sell candy
on the street corners.

But studies, prayer and service alone are not
enough for the teens who live in the vocation
center. One cultural/recreational trip took us to
the ruins of Teotihuacán. This was also a fun
way to celebrate Sister Elvia’s birthday.
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

We have an opportunity to keep alive the spirit of Catherine Kasper, inviting new
members to the Poor Handmaid congregation through this Vocation Center. But,
while we ask for no remuneration from the girls’ families, the high cost of school fees
prevents potential candidates from joining us.

Dear PHJC Associates,
Please consider a donation to help defray the living expenses at the Vocation
Center (the girls are good eaters), or to offer a partial scholarship for one of
the girls. If you would consider such a donation, please send it to the PHJC
Development Office indicating that it is for the Vocation Center in Mexico.
Thank you and God bless you REAL good.
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(Associates Celebrate Gathering XI and 30th Anniversary,
continued from page 2)

John Powen, Charlotte Skiba, Dorothy Weber and
Selma Wuebbels.
It was an honor for all us present at Gathering XI to
be able to recognize and celebrate especially these
first Associates. It was truly a blessing to be able
to have seven of the eight men and women in the
room. And the Associate who was unable to attend
was certainly in our hearts that day. We thank God
for their faithful commitment and their leadership
for all of us who are following in their footsteps.
Each 30-year Associate shared their experiences and
reflections of the years they have been in community.

Gathering XI Snapshots

1

2

3

4

5

6

Celebrating 30 Years of the
Associate Community
It is difficult to define any one moment of the day
that marked our celebration of 30 years – the entire
day was a reminder of this point in our existence.
One moment, though, that helped sum up who we
are happened when Director Donna read personal
comments from all the past directors and codirectors. Each past director and co-director reflected
on the highlights of the years that they were in the
leadership role. It was a wonderful way for all of
us to reflect on our history, and the growth and
development of our community.
Gathering XI ended with a beautiful liturgy in the
Ancilla Domini Chapel celebrated by Father John
Zemelko. The chapel was filled with the Holy Spirit
as we all came to the table as one body
in Christ.
Gathering XI Snapshots:
(1) 30-Year Associate Pauline Frasier (2) 30-Year Associate
Selma Wuebbels (3) 30-Year Associates Ann and John Powen
(4) 30-Year Associate Charlotte Skiba along with Donna Sikorski,
Director (5) 25-Year Associate Cindy Wiatrak (6) 25-Year
Associate Gwen Walters (7) 30-Year Associate Dorothy Weber
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Is there someone who had a positive influence in your life? I know for many of us
that person would be a Poor Handmaid. If so, would you like to acknowledge her
in the Associating News? Please consider writing an article for us. Articles are
always welcome. The deadline for the next Associating News is February 6.
8

Associate John Powen – Did you know?

really didn’t start doing much of it until he retired
back in the ‘80s. At that time he decided to take a few
painting classes. Most of his works are of landscapes
and nature. John primarily has given his paintings
away as gifts, but has also sold a few. He really
enjoyed painting and at 93 he still dabbles in
it occasionally.

Associate John Powen with his painting of the PHJC Motherhouse.

J

ohn Powen is one of our original Associates. As
most people know he is a kind, gentle man with
a great smile and a generous heart. John and his
wife Ann have been married 59 years! They met
at an Irish benefit dance. Ann worked at the dance
selling chances for the Columbian Fathers. John
bought several chances and, as they say, took a “big
chance” on Ann. He called her for a date and the rest
is history. John and Ann have two children and five
grandchildren. They still attend most of the Associate
meetings in the North Region and enjoy coming to
Donaldson when they are able. They live in the same
home in Oak Lawn, Illinois that they have lived in for
fifty years.
John has been retired for over 30 years. He was a
supervisor at a chemical company. He was always
good with his hands and did woodworking. His father
also was somewhat artistic and had musical talent that
John also seemed to inherit. John played the accordion,
guitar and still plays the harmonica a bit.

John and his wife also enjoyed coming to Donaldson
and often worked at the bazaars. John liked to help
Sister Agnes pop popcorn. They also enjoy the
Associate retreats and gatherings and find their
time in Donaldson to be refreshing. Because of this,
quite a few years ago John decided to paint the
Motherhouse. He had a photo of it at home and went
to work. They kept the finished painting hanging
in their home for a while and about fifteen years
ago decided to give it to the Sisters. After that, John
and Ann lost track of his painting and didn’t know
what became of it. They were thrilled, consequently,
when they heard it has been hanging in the office
of Jeanne Koss of Ministry Center Services here
in the Motherhouse. It continues to be loved and
appreciated by Jeanne and others who frequently
comment about its beauty. Jeanne particularly enjoys
its symmetry and admires John’s attention to detail.
John was happy to find out it remains here being
enjoyed by the many people who stop by the busy
Ministry Center Services office.
When John and Ann were in Donaldson for this
year’s Gathering and Associate Anniversary, they
stopped by to visit the painting. They seemed like old
friends reunited – the kind of friends that are never
really apart at all.

What many people don’t know about John is that he
is also an artist. John began painting years ago but

B

Bethany Retreat House

ethany Retreat House continues to offer individual spiritual direction, group spiritual
direction, dream groups, individually directed retreats and private retreats.

For further information please contact Bethany Retreat House at (219) 398-5047 or
email bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net.
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South Region Associates Welcome Rita Heimann

along with her six siblings. Rita has been married to
Ralph for 52 years. They have one daughter, three
sons and seven grandchildren. Their daughter Karen
is a pharmacist in Kansas; one son, Jay, lives in Texas;
another son, Chuck, is a Colonel in the U. S. Army
living in Washington D.C. Their son David is a
youth minister in Chicago and in 2007 David made
a pilgrimage to 365 churches all over the world in
365 days.

New Associate Rita Heimann (center) pictured with her
formation mentor Alice Kerkemeyer (right) during her First
Commitment ceremony.

O

n Saturday October 19 in the lovely chapel at
Mater Dei High School in Breese, Illinois, Rita
Heimann made her First Commitment. South Region
Associates, PHJC Sisters and Rita’s friends and
family gathered for this special occasion. Rita was
beaming as she spoke the words of commitment to
the Associate Community. Her mentor during this
year of formation was Associate Alice Kerkemeyer
(thank you Alice!) who presented Rita with the
pendant she now proudly wears. Rita’s sister, Sister
Magdalen was also very happy to be a part of the
ceremony. A delicious lunch in the newly remodeled
cafeteria was enjoyed after the ceremony.

Following lunch
those present
welcomed
Sister Germaine
Hustedde to
share with us
her experiences
working in Kenya.
It was indeed very
fitting to have
Sister Germaine,
who is also from
the South Region,
Sister Germaine Hustedde shares her
ministry experiences in Kenya.
join us on this
special occasion.
Rita and Sister Germaine have known each other for
many years.
Rita has been a friend of the PHJC’s for most of her
life. She grew up on a farm in Damiansville, Illinois,
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Rita has been very involved in her parish, Saints
Peter and Paul in Collinsville, Illinois, where she
enjoys daily Mass. There she also is a member of
the Wednesday Warriors, the Knights of Columbus
Ladies Club and serves as a Eucharistic Minister. In
addition, through the years she has volunteered with
the school, boy scouts, and the Knights of Columbus.
She describes herself as a shy and quiet worker who,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, lives simply and
serves joyfully.
Rita’s hobbies include sewing, quilting, embroidering
and gardening. In addition she loves the St. Louis
Cardinals! Following the Companions on the Journey
Retreat she wrote, “As we journey in life listening
with openness to the Spirit in our heart we can make
the charism of Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper a
reality in the world.”

First Commitment Snapshots

We welcome Rita and know she lives the
charism each moment of her life.

Upcoming 2014 MoonTree Studios Experiences

See www.moontreestudios.com for current information or call (574) 935-1712. You must register in advance to participate
in MoonTree experiences. All times are listed in EST.
Twelfth Night Celebration
Sunday, January 5; 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Art Reception for Maria Pfropper’s Folk Art Paintings
Saturday, January 11; 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Calm, Capable Crochet with Heather Banas
Wednesday, January 15; 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Crocuses in the Snow – the Art of Watercolor
Conversation with Laurie Balla
Saturday, February 22; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Crochet Great Granny Squares with Janet King
Saturday, February 22; choose 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
or 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Creating and Using a Drop Spindle with Felicia Payne
Saturday, January 18; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Art reception for Book Structures: Preserving Ideas
by Helen Schultz
Saturday, March 1; 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Houseplants Brighten Winter Days – the Art of
Watercolor Conversation with Laurie Balla
Saturday, January 25; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Basic Drawing with Don and Kathy Kegarise
Four Wednesdays: March 12, 19, 26, April 2;
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Textured Crochet Techniques with Janet King
Saturday, January 25; 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Crocheting a Peaceful Project with Heather Banas
Five Wednesdays: March 12, 19, 26, April 2 and 9;
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Crochet You Own Buttons with Janet King
Saturday, January 25; 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Hand Drums: Sacred Tools of the Spirit
(Drum Making) with Lynn Young
Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, and 25; 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.

Contemplative Prayer: The Practice of Meditation
with Sisters Nancy Raboin, PHJC and
Coletta Wrasman, PHJC
Thursday, March 13; 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The Empty Bowls Project – Helping to Feed
People in Need
Saturday, February 8; 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday, February 22; 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. or 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.; with “The Empty
Bowls Soup Supper” on Saturday, March 15
(TENTATIVE – dates may be added)

Making Fearless Brushtracks – Acrylic Painting
with Pat Thompson
Five Thursdays: March 13 to April 10; 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Artistic Fusion Series: ENAMELING—Painting
with Colored Glass, with Jayne Jacobson
Three Monday Evenings: March 17, 24, and 31;
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Artistic Fusion: ENAMELING – Making Jewelry
with Colored Glass, with Jayne Jacobson
Saturday, February 8; 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Crocheted Jewelry with Janet King
Saturday, March 22; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Creating and Using a Drop Spindle with Felicia Payne
Saturday, February 8; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Calm, Capable Crochet with Heather Banas
Wednesday, February 12; 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Painting from Intuition with
Sister Nancy Raboin, PHJC
Thursday, February 13, 9:00 a.m. to Friday,
February 14; 4:00 p.m.
The Safety of the Sacred Circle: The Healing
Journey with Vera Smucker-Shenk
Friday, February 21; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Recurring Events of 2014 – FREE!
The MoonTree Studios Sampler
(all experiences held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.)
First Monday every month, Chips ‘n Sawdust at
the MoonTree wood and metal studio
Second Tuesday of every month, Sit & Spin
(Fiber Arts)
Third Thursday of every month, The Big Draw
(Drawing and Painting Experiences)
Fourth Wednesday of every month, MoonTree
Players (for actors, writers and poets, set designers,
musicians, or anyone with interest in performance art)
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Merry Christmas!
The Staff of the Associate Office extends to all members of the Spiritual Family of
Catherine, their friends and family a special Merry Christmas. May the joy of the
season surround you and your loved ones.
As you celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, may you be grateful for all that
God has bestowed upon you.
May peace reign in your hearts and overflow to all those you come in contact with
in your daily lives.
May 2014 be filled with love, joy, peace, good health and good will to each of you
and your loved ones.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Donna Sikorski and Jan Macey

The Center at Donaldson — Experiencing the Unexpected
At The Center at Donaldson
you can…

pray, attend college classes, retire to an independent
living apartment, receive long-term nursing care or
short-term rehabilitation, learn to care for the earth,
participate in a retreat or conference, learn to weave
or create with clay AND buy natural beef.

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

www.TheCenterAtDonaldson.org
Sponsored by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Ancilla Beef &
Grain Farm

Ancilla College

Catherine Kasper
Life Center

The Center at Donaldson, formerly known as
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Ministry
Center, offers all of this and more. The Center is
an Intergenerational Living and Learning Center,
a place for people of all ages and faiths to interact,
share, learn and grow together.

Earthworks

Lindenwood Retreat
& Conference Center

MoonTree Studios

The Center at Donaldson • P.O. Box 1; 9601 Union Rd. • Donaldson, Indiana 46513 • (574) 936-9936
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