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The Year of 
Saint Joseph
By Erin Clark-Lupo | Director of Mission Affirmation

In Pope Francis’ new Apostolic Letter Patris Corde (With a 
Father’s Heart), he recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration 
of Saint Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church. To mark 
the occasion, he proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on December 8, 2020 
until December 8, 2021. Pope Francis wrote this letter sharing 
that through our experiences with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we are better able to see the importance of ordinary people 
who offer hope in our everyday lives. He sees this similar 
to Saint Joseph who was “the man who goes unnoticed, 
a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless 
played “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.”

When we look at the example of Saint Joseph, we see a different 
kind of parent, different compared to most parents during his 
lifetime, but also quite different from parents today. We see 
that Saint Joseph was a very patient and accepting parent 
who had deep humility, much like Saint Katharina. He was able 
to take a step back from his own life, to see what Jesus and 
Mary were being called to and was able to take on a role that 
provided significant support to them. While taking on a support 
role, Saint Joseph was not an inactive parent. In addition to 
providing support to Jesus, we know that he also taught Jesus 
his trade, and the value and dignity of work. We see through 
his example that he accepted who Jesus was made to be. 

From Saint Joseph’s example we see that we are called to accept 
who God made our children to be and what they are called to 
do. Parents and family members know this can be a challenge 
we want what we think is best for them, but it is important to 
remind ourselves of what God might be calling them to. Pope 
Francis reminds us that the role of parents is not to control 
their children but to raise them to be “capable of deciding for 
themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities.” 
By doing this we can help them discern their calling and 
support them as they grow into who they were made to be. 

“Finally, let us recommend ourselves and the congregation, 
to the sacred hearts of Jesus and Mary, to St. Joseph, to our 
guardian angels, and to the patron saints of the Congregation. 
Then let us confidently go forward with God’s help.” 

- Saint Katharina on January 3, 1883



Since the description of community goes far beyond 
simple togetherness by virtue of proximity, our six-
feet-apart protocol has not limited our community life 
here at The Center at Donaldson. Yes, we miss the 
handshakes, the hugs and the comfort of being close to 
a person while having meaningful conversation. But this 
has not restricted us from the more essential aspect of 
community - proximity of heart.   

Community is all about relationship. Indispensable to 
community is the sense of belonging. Our smiles are 
masked but we can, and indeed do, intentionally engage 
with one another with simple eye contact that speaks 
of recognition and gladness of one another’s presence. 
Add to this the “smile lines” around the eyes or a lift in 
the voice when we greet one another especially when 
someone has been working virtually from home for a 
significant length of time. Noticing someone’s absence 
with a “welcome-back-missed-you” look or sentiment is 
a baseline for living community in the midst of isolating 
times. Since Heidi took to robustly greeting every single 
person by name as he or she enters the dietary serving 
line, the community feeling of “I belong” noticeably 
perks up in each one of us.

Another significant feature of community is shared 
values. During this time of pandemic, the value of 

dignity and respect grows rampant through the lens of 
compassionate care for one another. Everyone is at risk 
from the virus, but everyone also recognizes who are 
the most vulnerable. The Sisters and elder residents 
feel so protected and supported by the multiple hours 
of daily sanitizing by environmental services and the 
preparedness and the readiness of the security and 
supportive services department. These services have 
names like Janet, Zeb, Larry, Destiny, Vickey and a litany 
of others who are the hands that reach out not only with 
direct help but with the sensitivity and empathy that says, 
“We are community, we dare to care even more in these 
troubled times.” 

Members of the transportation department live 
community in an additional way as they became the 
“courier service” that leaves for town with many a 
shopping list and makes every effort to return with just 
the right items. You’ve got to admit, one way to build 
relationship is in trusting someone to shop for your 
specific brand of deodorant or that special but hard-to-
find foot spray. And this is being done graciously and 
sensitively by Jim, Brian and Stewart since March 2020. 

Community is boosted by group connection, by 
engagement with one another. The Sisters, located in 
three different buildings on the campus, have replaced 

By Sister Linda Volk | PHJC

COMMUNITY: 
PROXIMITY OF THE

Heart
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some of their usual ways of being community to one 
another. This is especially focused on the Sisters living 
at the Kasper Home who have been off limits to visitors 
for long periods of time. Phone calls, emails, cards and 
letters have been the norm over these many months 
since Covid has become part of our lives. Looking for 
ways to be in one another’s presence, at least virtually, 
Skype and Zoom have become common household 
modes of communication replacing face-to-face 
personal visits. In the fall, an outdoor setting with a 
time-lapse version of “speed dating” was arranged 
between the Motherhouse and Kasper Home Sisters.  
And on the February feast day of Saint Katharina Kasper 
the Sisters caught up on one another’s lives through an 
all-out Zoom-Fest.   

Community is supported by spiritual connection.  
Requests for supportive prayer have poured in double-
measure throughout the pandemic, not only for those 
suffering from the virus but for all those who bear the 
burden of not being able to support their loved ones in 
the tangible and personal ways they long for. Though we 
are attentive to these prayer requests from far and wide, 
there’s a special prayer radar for the relatives, friends 
and neighbors of The Center’s coworkers and residents. 
And whenever prayer services or liturgies are held in 
the main Motherhouse chapel the Sisters and residents 
are invited to join in through CCTV or livestreaming.

Celebration is a hallmark of strong community. 
Covid has put a major hitch in the usual gatherings 
that go with celebrating but with a dose of creativity 
accompanied by necessary cautions we find ways to 
celebrate jubilees, retirements, community feast days, 

special birthdays, passing of final exams, and the lives of 
community members who have returned home to God 
during this year of the pandemic. 

Vibrant community life always involves outreach, 
especially to the vulnerable. While the community 
at The Center overrides the proximity gaps of 
quarantine, isolation and multiple cautions with 
proximity of the heart, this does not end at our front 
door. We step out to include the community beyond 
our immediate campus. Many are reaching out as 
donors to purchase food items or as volunteers to 
assemble meals for those who live in dire circumstances 
and are just plain hungry or need extra blankets or 
hygiene items during this period of pronounced 
economic struggle. Some are volunteering time and 
energy to assist at vaccination sites or checking by 
phone with neighbors or relatives as to their needs 
or to simply assuage the pain of loneliness.  

While heart proximity is abundantly needed for the 
human community it does not polarize our attention 
from the nonhuman aspects of creation. Major 
composting for enriching the soil continues at the 
Greenhouse ministry, “Meatless Mondays” have 
been initiated by the Dietary staff, mindfulness about 
unneeded traveling has cut back the use of fossil fuels.

Though we all valued community before the pandemic 
we now cherish it even more wholeheartedly as we 
recognize anew each day its potential for thriving 
in innovative ways in the midst of an extraordinarily 
vulnerable time.

We are an evolving community of Earth and people with diverse ministries 
and services providing a healing environment, spiritual enrichment 
and educational opportunities. Rooted in the rich tradition of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, our ministries are the contemporary response 
to the charism of Saint Katharina Kasper.

The Center at Donaldson Mission Statement
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Last year as the pandemic raged, many communities 
contracted. Not the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ community. By welcoming “the stranger” 
as the Gospel of Matthew commands us to 
do, the PHJC community has grown into an 
intentionally international family unencumbered 
by artificial boundaries or borders.

Before the pandemic began, four Sisters from 
India, all nurses, joined our community to minister 
at Catherine Kasper Home (CKH). The four, Sisters 
Emma, Jenifer, Majina, and Karuna, came to the 
U.S. in March 2019. Since then, the four have lived 
at the Motherhouse and served as nurses at CKH, 
all while acclimating to a new culture and a different 
health care delivery system. What no one counted on 
was a global pandemic. Instantly, the Sisters became 
essential workers, caring for and maintaining community 
for residents at CKH. During this stressful time, the 
Sisters have also been studying for numerous exams to 
become licensed in the U.S. Congratulation to Sister 
Karuna, who recently passed her National Council 
Licensure Exam (NcLEX), much to the delight of the 
community. “We all screamed and jumped and hollered 
when she passed!” said an ebullient Sister Linda Volk.

In March 2020, the Poor Handmaids sponsored a 
couple from Cuba, Ernesto Almenares and Mayrelis 
Iriarte, to the Donaldson Poor Handmaid community. 
About a week later, the couple welcomed their 
baby girl, Emma. Since then, Ernesto, a medical 
doctor, has volunteered his services at the Wellness 
Office at Ancilla College during the pandemic, and 
in helping the PHJC Volunteer Program with its 
ongoing effort to feed and comfort the homeless in 
Marshall County. The community delights in seeing 
Emma, who has turned one, as she rides around in 
her stroller on campus, offering smiles to all. This 
spring, she’ll be walking around sharing that smile.

 

When the initial stimulus payments went out in the 
early days of the pandemic, the Sisters did something 
remarkable with theirs. They created an $80,000 
scholarship funds for DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) students both at Ancilla College 
and Calumet College of Saint Joseph in East Chicago.  
Two DACA students from Ancilla College, Miguel and 
Henry, * shared their stories with Word Gathering in 
the Fall-Winter 2020 issue. At that time, both were 
Business Administration majors and soccer players 
on Coach Farkhod Kurnobov’s team. Since then, 
Miguel graduated with a 3.7 GPA and is pursuing 
his bachelor’s degree and playing soccer at Holy 
Cross College in South Bend. Henry is now a second-
year student at Ancilla College and finished last 
semester with a 3.94 GPA. “I cannot be more-proud 
that athletes like them represent our program and 
college in the community,” Coach Kurbonov said. 

Lastly, in January, two Sisters from Vietnam joined 
the PHJC community to begin their studies in 
Education this semester at Ancilla College. They are 
Sister Luyen Do, OP and Sister Huong Tran, OP. 

By Barbara Allison | Communications

INTENTIONAL 
INTERNATIONALITY

* Miguel and Henry are pseudonyms used to protect 
the students’ privacy.

From top, Sisters from England, India, 
Germany, the U.S. and Mexico gather 
for lunch in 2019 during a visit to the 
Motherhouse.

Sisters photograph a display at 
Chapter 2017. 

Sister Joetta 
holds Emma at 
Christmas 2020. 
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Bishop Noll Institute Names 
SAINT KATHARINA KASPER

Their Patron Saint

At a Mass Wednesday, February 3, Bishop Noll Institute 
(BNI) in Hammond named Saint Katharina Kasper, 
foundress of The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, their 
patron saint. It’s fitting that BNI should choose Saint 
Katharina, since it was the first secondary school opened 
by The Poor Handmaids, in 1921, when it was known as 
Central Catholic High School. 

During the Liturgy, a portrait of Saint Katharina graced 
the lectern to the right of the altar. In his introductory 
remarks, celebrant Bishop Robert McClory stated that 
what makes BNI special is the sense of community. He 
noted that the student body president, when asked what 
she likes about her school, stated: “We treat each other 
like family. If a student needs help, we come together to 
help.” Bishop McClory added, “It’s community in which 
our education exists, in support, love and faith.” 

Sister Michele Dvorak, in her remarks following the 
liturgy stated, “We are honored and delighted that 
you’ve chosen Saint Katharina as your patron saint. She 
(Saint Katharina) was aware of other people, how they 
might not be as blessed. She was aware, and she took 
action. She was intentional.” Using an actual basket 
of pears, Sister Michele told the students about Saint 
Katharina sharing the bounty of her pear tree with 

anyone from the village of Dernbach, Germany, in need. 
She also presented each student with a prayer card of 
Saint Katharina. The Poor Handmaids gave Bishop Noll 
an icon of their new patron saint, created by artist 
Peter Pearson. 

In the beginning, Central Catholic High School occupied 
the top floor of St. Mary School. Forty Students enrolled 
and studied there for the first year before the ground-
breaking for the new school in May 1922.

The Poor Handmaid Sisters, as they did at St. Mary 
School, had to sweep the floors, light the fires to warm 
the classroom and cook lunches for the students, in 
addition to the teaching and administrative duties. 
During the 1921-1922 school year, the Sisters taught 
in tarpaper-covered temporary buildings due to 
burgeoning enrollment. Over 5,000 people attended the 
Mass dedicating Central Catholic in September 1921. 
The first class graduated in 1924. 

In the 1933-1934 school year, the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross took over teaching duties for the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ. Central Catholic was renamed Bishop 
Noll High School in 1946.

By Barbara Allison | Communications

Sister Michele Dvorak listens while Bishop Noll Institute 
students Sophie Mendez, center, and Abigail Wojtaszek 
introduce her after a Mass February 3 naming Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ Foundress Saint Katharina 
Kasper their patron saint.  

* Miguel and Henry are pseudonyms used to protect 
the students’ privacy.
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HEALTHVISIONS MIDWEST 
MAINTAINS A SENSE OF

By Sherita Brewer | HealthVisions Midwest Development and Communications Manager

Gaby Lemus passes out resources and 
information at a gathering in Fort Wayne
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Community. A nine-letter word that sounds 
simple yet can often takes on different meanings. 
Community refers to a geographic area, one that 
might be small or large, containing different people 
doing different things in different ways. Community 
refers to gathering, physically or mentally, coming 
together in ways that serve the common good. And 
community refers to a mindset, one that encompasses 
the hopes and dreams of a group that is bound by 
ideals but exercises those ideals using varying ideas. 
The physical geography of HealthVisions Midwest, 
with offices in East St. Louis, IL, Fort Wayne, and 
Hammond, IN, is the most obvious factor that dictates 
that we operate with a deep sense of community. But 
the miles fall away when you consider how each office 
demonstrates its own sense of community, both to the 
people it serves and to the ministry’s mission and vision.

In East St. Louis, community has taken on both the 
figurative and literal meaning as it has allowed old 
friends to reunite. HealthVisions launched the Circle 
of Friends (COF) in 2020, due to a generous donation 
from Marillac Mission Fund. The program is designed 
to gather seniors in community activities such as health 
education, social outings, and arts exploration. During 
a recent virtual meeting, two attendees reunited and 
were able to reestablish an old friendship. Marlene 
Williams and Margie Moore worked at Trailways Bus 
Company back in the 70s, and lost contact with each 
other. As they were introducing themselves in COF, 
Marlene asked her if she was the Margie that worked 
at Trailways and they reconnected after at least 40 
years. They were so happy. This is truly a Circle of 
Friends and reinforces their sense of community.

In Fort Wayne, the pandemic has made the 
need for community more important than ever. 
HealthVisions Midwest of Fort Wayne staff has 
expanded their community outreach to include 
the Nutrition Education and Access Program 
(NEAP). NEAP is made available through 
partnerships between HealthVisions Midwest, 
the Indiana Minority Health Coalition, and 
Community Harvest Food Bank that equips 
people who are underserved to live healthier 
lives. NEAP involves three components: health 
education sessions, free food vouchers and 
gift cards, and free transportation to grocery 
stores and medical appointments. After taking 

a short health class facilitated by Community Health 
Workers, residents may enroll in the program, and 
after multiple sessions, may earn rides to the grocery 
store and medical appointments as well as vouchers to 
Community Harvest Food Bank or Walmart gift cards. 
By addressing the nutritional needs of their residents, 
they found a relevant way to serve their community.

Residents of East Chicago, Gary and Hammond are 
benefiting from the Healthy Eating/Active Living/
Reduce Stress/Test your Numbers (HEART) program. 
HEART is funded by AstraZeneca HealthCare 
Foundation’s Connections for Cardiovascular HealthSM 
Next Generation program and Legacy Foundation. 
It addresses growing inequities in clinical care, 
healthy eating, exercise and heart-healthy lifestyle 
choices for African Americans and Latinos in the 
area. Participants learn how to embrace fresh fruits 
and vegetables and lean meats, regular physical 
movement, chronic disease self-management and 
stress reduction as ways to embrace a healthy lifestyle. 
Participation in Eating Smart/Being Active classes 
allows them to build Community through one-on-
one CHW coaching and peer-to-peer mentoring.

Community can be experienced in different ways, 
in different places, and with different people, but 
the result at HealthVisions Midwest is the same. 
Community means coming together with one 
common goal…fulfilling our vision of empowering 
and supporting people to live healthier lives.
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Plans for both the 2021 Walk for Sojourner Truth House 
and the inaugural Donaldson Dash are underway! 
The various committees related to these fundraising 
events have been working since late 2020 to make sure 
that many dollars will be raised while each and every 
participant has oodles of fun in a safe environment.

This year’s Walk for STH will be held on Saturday, June 
12, and it will be a Color Walk. Just the thought of 
walking together in the sunshine is exciting to everyone 
involved in making this event happen. Add in the 
element of color powder tossed on participants during 
the Walk (participants can opt out of receiving color if 
they choose) as well as the “color blast” in Froebel 
Park after walking, and the excitement level goes up 
several notches!

The event website www.walkforsth.org is up and 
running, and STH supporters have been notified by 
email. Event committee members are soliciting sponsors 
and recruiting volunteers, as well as reaching out to 
folks like the DJ, fitness expert and emcee who help 
bring the event to life, the motorcycle club that escorts 

the special guests, the Grand Marshal (who will it be 
this year?) and the photographers who record it all for 
posterity. A variety of community programs and local 
businesses with information to share will be invited to 
take a table in the Vendor area, a Wellness Tent will 
offer chair massages and other health-related benefits 
and there will be a play area for the kids! Snacks and 
beverages will be available to all participants, and 
lunch will be provided for the volunteers and vendors.
 
If all goes according to schedule, there will be a new 
element to the event this year with the opening of 
Steel City Boxtown. The project, in partnership with 
the Delta Institute and funded by a grant from the 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, is designed 
to become a marketplace for budding entrepreneurs 
from STH programs and the community at-large. This 
isn’t a Walk any more – it’s a neighborhood Fair!

A postcard mailing in late March will serve as another 
reminder to STH supporters to mark their calendars 
and visit the website, and the card will also announce 
the April 29 Team Captain Training. The training will 

By Christina Dow | Special Events Coordinator
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be held as a Facebook Live event and a recording of it 
will be posted on the Walk website for those unable to 
attend or are feeling the need to refresh their memory.

There is no cost to participate, but each participant is 
asked to donate or raise at least $100.00. Those who 
do will receive a Walk T-shirt, which many of the event’s 
supporters consider to be collectible! Check out all the 
details at www.walkforsth.org. All funds raised by this 
event benefit those served by Sojourner Truth House.

The first annual Donaldson Dash is chomping at the bit 
to take place on Saturday, August 28! This new event is a 
challenging adventure foot race, and it is sure to be fun.  

The race is divided into two separate courses, Competitive 
and Family. Competitive Course teams of up to five people 
will set out on a race around the 1,000+ acres that make up 
The Center at Donaldson. Teams will work their way through 
a required number of activity stations to earn “stamps” in 
their “passport.” The first team to complete their passport 
will win the grand prize of $1,000! The Family Course has 
teams of up to five people and will set out on a smaller-scale 
course with a limited number of activity stations. There will 
be gift cards and other prizes hidden throughout the course.
  
After the race, participants are invited to stay and enjoy 
the Donaldson Dash Village with activities and local food 
trucks. The Donaldson Dash is fun for the whole family!

As with the Walk for Sojourner Truth House, Donaldson Dash 
committee members are also soliciting sponsors and recruiting 
volunteers, as well as reaching out to local food trucks and 
vendors to populate The Village. Stay tuned for more details 
as they develop!

The cost to join in the fun is $25 per Family team and $50 per 
Competitive team. Registration will be held on the evening of 
Friday, August 27, and on Saturday morning just prior to the 
event. We are encouraging all who can do so to register on 
Friday. This year, funds raised will help build a new pipe organ 
for the Ancilla Domini Chapel. We hope to see you there!

Interested in 
Volunteering?

WALK FOR SOJOURNER 
TRUTH HOUSE
Contact Kristy Olsen 
STH Volunteer Coordinator 
Phone: 574.935.1725  
Email: jgilley@poorhandmaids.org 

DONALDSON DASH
Contact Erin Clark-Lupo 
Director of Mission Affirmation 
Phone: 574.935.1786  
Email: eclarklupo@poorhandmaids.org 

GENERAL QUESTIONS
Contact Christina Dow 
Special Events Coordinator 
Phone: 219.947.8665  
Email: cdow@poorhandmaids.org 
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Saint Joseph 
Foundation 
Continues Ministry 
for Immigrants
Article courtesy of St. Joseph 
Community Health Foundation

In 1868, eight Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
traveled to northeast Indiana to minister to 
German immigrants. The Saint Joe Foundation 
continues to care for local immigrants and 
refugees, primarily from Latin American 
countries and Myanmar (Burma). The Foundation 
invests in a variety of programs in its Immigrant 
& Refugee impact area, and recently added 
two new ones that support Latino residents.  

A $10,000 grant will support a new three-year initiative 
focused specifically on mental health wellness for 
area Latino residents. The program, Bienestar Sin 
Fronteras (Wellness Without Borders), aims to support 
hundreds of individuals with more than 1,000 hours 
of either individual, family or group therapy. 

“This program is designed to change the cultural 
compass of how we, especially Latinos, view mental 
health,” says Alice Jordan-Miles, director of the 
new program as well as director of the Purdue Fort 
Wayne Behavioral Health and Family Studies Institute. 

“In many Latino families, it’s a taboo to discuss 
depression, anxiety or any mental health concern.”

Bienestar Sin Fronteras, also supported by the Fort 
Wayne-based The Lutheran Foundation, will work 
to address the stigma surrounding mental health 
concerns through a three-pronged effort. First, the 
program will work with local media outlets, such 
as the Spanish newspaper El Mexicano, to inform 
Spanish-speaking audiences about mental health 
and how to address issues. Next, Jordan-Miles will 
train Spanish-speaking residents in suicide prevention 
strategies as well general strategies to recognize 
and address a variety of mental health concerns. 
Finally, the program will connect residents in need of 
support to therapy provided by licensed mental health 
practitioners who are native-born and fully bilingual. 

Alice Jordan-Miles received the 2018 Welcoming Fort 
Wayne Diversity Award for Positive Role Model, an event 
that the Foundation helped sponsor. 

Word Gathering Spring 2021 12



“Our therapists understand the cultural challenges 
that surround mental health issues in Latino 
families,” says Jordan-Miles. “Ultimately, I hope 
this program will make this a more mentally well 
community, not just for Latinos, but for all people.”

The St. Joe Foundation is investing $4,950 in 
another new program that also addresses the 
needs of local immigrants. Local non-profit Latinos 
Count is working with the Foundation to kick off a 
scholarship program designed to pay half the fees 
associated with applying for the federal DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) program. 

DACA status provides Latino residents brought to the 
United States in their youth two years of immunity 
from deportation, a temporary social security 
number, the ability to complete an I-9 employment 
verification form, and the ability to obtain a driver’s 
license. DACA is not granted to anyone with 
felonies or serious misdemeanors on their record.

The application fee for DACA is $495, well beyond 
the reach of many families who live paycheck to 
paycheck. In addition to covering half of the fee, the 
new program also provides two virtual workshops to 
help applicants (often known as Dreamers) understand 
the application process and complete the forms. 

“We believe Latino youth and their families don’t want 
a handout and appreciate the shared cost for this 

benefit,” said Steve Corona, Executive Director, Latinos 
Count. “I also know our donors like the 50/50 cost 
sharing approach to this DACA scholarship program,” 
added Corona.

Corona knows DACA status provides more than just 
the chance to get a driver’s license; it provides a path 
for a Dreamer to reach their full potential. For example, 
Karina Vazquez told the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette 
“Once I got my DACA permit, I was finally able to 
obtain a driver’s license and find a job. It also made 
college a possibility…I am currently working at Eli Lilly 
as a scientist in pharmaceutical product and design. All 
my professional opportunities lead back to DACA.”

Vazquez wants other Dreamers to have the same 
opportunities she did. That’s why she will be helping 
conduct the virtual workshops and mentoring youth 
to take advantage of the opportunities DACA status 
can provide. 

The first round of scholarships 
will help 20 Latino youth apply for 
DACA. Anyone interested in the 
program should contact Corona at 
scorona428@gmail.com

“Once I got my DACA permit, I was finally 
able to obtain a driver’s license and find a job. 
It also made college a possibility…”

Karina Vazquez
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Ancilla College of 
Marian University 

T R A N S I T I O N
By Calvin Hopple 
Director of Marketing for Ancilla College

Proud of our heritage and history as 
a ministry of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ, Ancilla College 
will be charting a new path as we 
collaborate with Marian University 
and become Ancilla College of 
Marian University on July 1, 2021. 
After 83 years and over 10,000 
students, it became necessary to 
look at a long-term solution to the 
challenge of being an independent two-year college. 
To continue the ministry of higher education in Marshall 
County and the surrounding area, the leadership of 
both institutions came to an agreement that turns the 
leadership of Ancilla College over to Marian University, 
increasing resources, programs, opportunities and 
providing support in all areas of the college.
 
This partnership between two Catholic institutions who 
are collaborating on mission and operations will bring 
new opportunities to the Ancilla campus. Students will 
continue to have the ability to earn two-year degrees, 
along with the option to achieve a four-year degree 
in some programs on the Ancilla campus. With the 
infrastructure of Marian University, new programs are 
also being evaluated to determine which programs 
would be the appropriate fit for Ancilla students. 
Marian University is committed to continuing the 
mission of serving Northern Indiana’s rural area and 
both schools are elated to bring more opportunities 
and resources to Ancilla students and faculty.
 
While Sister Michele Dvorak, PHJC continues as the 
President of Ancilla College until June 30, 2021, 
recently named Chancellor, Joseph Heidt has begun 
acclimating to both Marian and Ancilla campuses. 
Chancellor Heidt will work with Sister Michele and 
a leadership team from both Marian and Ancilla to 
prepare the college to become Ancilla College of 

Marian University. The Chancellor’s role will be to focus 
on enrollment growth, financial strength, and build 
strong partnerships with the surrounding community.

“Ancilla College looks forward to this transition 
providing students, donors, alumni and future students’ 
opportunities that will assist in achieving and advancing 
their personal goals. Ancilla is proud of its heritage 
and traditions of education since 1937 and looks 
forward to a thriving future. The Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ have supported all of our ministries in the 
past and look forward to assisting in this exciting new 
venture into the future,” said Sister Michele Dvorak.

Provincial Leadership officially signs partnership between 
Ancilla College and Marian University.
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Memory

Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ died 
on January 5, 2021 at the Catherine 
Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana. 

She was born in Wanlock, Iowa 
to Thomas and Mary (Slahta) who 

preceded her in death along with her brothers Bill, 
Thomas and Frank McEllis and her sisters Leona 
Vilianoff and Marie Spencer. She was the oldest of 
six children. 

Sister Margaret entered the Poor Handmaid 
Community on December 1, 1942 and professed her 
vows on June 25, 1945.

Sister Margaret received her B.A. from Alverno 
College Milwaukee, WI and her Master’s degree 
from St. Mary College Winona, MN. She was 
a teacher and principal for her initial years in 
ministry. For 18 years she provided Parish Ministry 
specifically to shut-ins. In 2005, she moved to 
the PHJC Motherhouse in Donaldson, IN and 
provided community service. Sister was a witty 
conversationalist and had a wonderful sense of 
humor. She was an endearing friend and advocate 
for the elderly.

We remember the Associates that passed 
in late 2020
Agatha Debrock
Richard Mitchell
Rita Nordhaus

To view the full obituaries, please visit 
www.poorhandmaids.org.

Sister Margaret Urban, PHJC 
(formerly Sister Raymond) 

Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, died on 
November 23, 2020 at the Catherine 
Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She 
was 95 years old.

Sister was born in Belleville, IL to Patrick 
and Julia (Geehan) who preceded her in 

death along with her only sibling, Sister Christine Barry, 
PHJC. Her parents were born in Ireland. Sister is survived 
by very special cousins. 

Sister Julia entered the Poor Handmaid Community on 
September 8, 1943 and she professed her vows on 
June 25, 1946. Sister Julia ministered in a variety of ways 
over the years, including homemaker, childcare, parish 
ministry, care for the elderly and community service.

On the occasion of her 70th Jubilee sister stated: “As 
I reflect on my life, I am grateful for the 70 years of my 
vowed life as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ. Seventy 
years ago, I did not realize the journey God had for me, 
or the plan of ministry He had for me. Now after many 
years of living in Community, I would gladly do it all 
over again.”

Sister Julia Barry, PHJC
(Catherine)
 

ministry, she was a house Sister and cared for the 
needs of the Sisters who lived there. The Sisters 
lovingly recall that part of her ministry was playing 
jokes on people, considered to be her “hobby.”  
Sister lived her life of innocent fun but felt the 
favorite part of being a Sister was the service she was 
able to offer to God for many years and the great 
graces she received in that service.

Sister Agnes Muehlenfeld, PHJC 
(Joan) 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, died 
on January 7, 2021 at the Catherine 
Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana. 

She was born in Quincy, Illinois on 
June 17, 1928 to Arthur and Caecilia 
(Broemmel) who preceded her in death 

along with her brothers James, Arthur and Joseph 
and her sisters Virginia Muehlenfeld, Rita Schulte and 
Milly Bruce. Sister was the sixth of seven children.  

Sister Agnes entered the Poor Handmaids at the 
age of 18 in 1946. She professed her vows on 
June 25, 1949. Her ministry included time in Gary 
and Donaldson, IN and Milwaukee, WI. In her 
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