Sister Antoinette Volk, PHJC
Wake Service
Ancilla Domini Chapel
January 4, 2022

Greetings of the Body
Song
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Jerusalem, My Happy Home

Leader:
All:

Behold, I am with you always.
Amen.

Leader:

May our God who created us, who walks beside us on our earthly
journey, and who is our eternal destination be hope and comfort to
you.
And with your Spirit.

All:
Leader:

In the face of death, we confidently proclaim that God has created us
for life. We believe that Jesus – through his death and resurrection –
has conquered sin and death and opened for us the doorway into life
eternal.

Sprinkling of the Body with Holy Water
Leader:

The God of Light embraced our Sister Antoinette at her baptism.
Throughout her life she nurtured and tended God’s love in her heart
and soul. In ways both large and small, seen and unseen, God’s love
rippled through her and touched many individuals. We now bless
Sister’s body, appreciating the ways God used her to make Love
present to us.
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Prayer of Blessing for Sister Antoinette

All:

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest from their
labors for their good deeds go with them. Eternal rest grant unto her,
O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her.

Leader:
All:

May she rest in peace.
Amen.

Leader:

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Leader:

All:
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Opening Song

You Are Near
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Greeting:

May the God who is always inviting us to new life be with us.

Response:

May we welcome God’s presence and know God’s all embracing
love.

Invitation to Prayer
We gather now to remember our Sister Antoinette. In her days with us, she
opened the door of her heart to us, and through her life we met God. We are
grateful that our lives touched hers. Our Sister now has passed from life as we
know it into an eternal place. We pray that the doorway to the fullness of life
be opened wide in welcome to her. May the God whom she served throughout
her days embrace her now in a grand and total union of love and life. And we
pray for ourselves as well: for comfort, strength, and graced memories. Through
these gifts our God blesses us and prepares us for our own day of crossing the
threshold into the fullness of all life.

Psalm 22
Leader: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
All: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
Side1:
My vows I will pay before those who fear God.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
All who seek God shall praise God’s name.
May their hearts live on forever and ever!
Side 2:
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
6

all families of the nations worship.
They shall worship God, all the mighty of the earth;
before God shall bow all who go down to the dust.
Side 1:
And my soul and my descendants shall live for God,
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
Declare God’s saving justice to peoples yet unborn;
“These are the things the Lord has done.”
All: Glory to you Source of All Being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.
All: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people

Psalm 70
Leader: Hear my prayer and hasten to help me.
All: Hear my prayer and hasten to help me.
Side 1:
Be pleased, O God, to save me!
O God, make haste to help me!
Fill me with shame and confusion if I turn away from life!
Side 2:
O let me turn back in confusion,
When I delight in wrongdoing!
Let me retreat in my shame, when I trifle with evil.
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Side 1:
May all who seek you rejoice and be glad!
May those who love your salvation proclaim, “Our God is great!”
Side 2:
But I am poor and needy; hasten to help me, O God!
You are my help, my deliverer; O God, do not delay.
All: Glory to you Source of All Being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.
All: Hear my prayer and hasten to help me.

Reading

Jn 3:16-18

F

or God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe
has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God.
The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Reflection
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Magnificat
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Lk 1:46-55
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Litany Prayer of Intercession
Response: Living God, hear our prayer.
Our sadness unites us; our faith and hope bolster us. We bring these prayers
to our God:
• May the earthly life that began for Sister Antoinette at her baptism, was
strengthened by the sacraments she received throughout her days, and
found its clearest expression in her vocation as a woman religious come
to complete fullness in God now and for all eternity. We pray…
• May those special loves that Sister Antoinette carried in her heart – for
her family members, friends, co-ministers, for the specific world needs
she cared for deeply – may these be our concerns now, too, as we hold
them to God in prayer. We pray…
• May those whose lives were touched by Sister Antoinette find grace and
an image of God’s very self in the memories of her we share. May those
who knew hurt through her find healing, understanding, and peace.
We pray…
• For all around our world who grieve. Especially we pray for those who
have no one to console them, no faith to sustain them, no hope for
better days. We pray…
• For all of us awaiting the invitation to meet God more totally on the
other side of this life, that we not miss God’s presence now. May each
day find our eyes better able to see God, our hands more servant-like,
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our hearts’ doors ajar, giving and receiving the Eternal Life that this
world can contain. We pray…
For prayers held so deeply in our hearts that we have difficulty shaping
them into words. We bring these needs to this sacred space and hold
them before our God. (pause) We pray…

Closing Prayer
O God, look upon the poverty of our hearts with compassion and love. Enable
us to give lovingly and freely of our possessions and gifts. May those who work
with the poor and needy receive joy in this life and fullness of life for ever. This
we ask through the intercession St. Katharina Kasper and all the saints whose
legacy of service we carry on today. Grant that we may be faithful as they were
faithful so that we too may live with you forever. Amen.
All: Amen.
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Concluding Rite
Blessed are those who have died in the Lord.
Response: Let them rest from their labors for their good deeds
go with them.
May the souls of all deceased Poor Handmaid Sisters, Associates,
Fiat Spiritus Community members, relatives, friends and benefactors
rest in peace.
Response: Amen.
Eternal rest grant unto Sister Antoinette, O Lord,
Response: And let perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace.
Response: Amen.
May the love of God with the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ bless and
console us and gently wipe away every tear from our eyes.
In the Name of God the Creator, Jesus the Redeemer, and of the Spirit, the
Inspiration.
Response: Amen.
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Closing Song

Be Not Afraid
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