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Onye Nweanyi Mee Ebere Lord, Have Mercy
Cantors, followed by all

Onye nweanyi mee, Oney nweanyi mee Ebere. 
Onye nweanyi mee, Oney nweanyi mee Ebere.

Kristi mee, Kristi mee Ebere. 
Kristi mee, Kristi mee Ebere. 

Onye nweanyi mee, Oney nweanyi mee Ebere. 
Onye nweanyi mee, Oney nweanyi mee Ebere.
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Gloria Mass of Joy & Peace

RefrainRefrain

RefrainRefrain

RefrainRefrain
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What is Apollos, after all, and what is Paul? Ministers through whom you 
became believers, just as the Lord assigned each one.

I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth.

Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
only God, who causes the growth.

The one who plants and the one who waters are equal, and each will receive 
wages in proportion to his labor.

For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.

The Word of the Lord

Liturgy of the Word 
Reading I 

 1 Cor 3:5-9

Lord, make me know your ways,  
teach me your paths 

and keep me in the way of your truth,  
for you are God, my Savior.

For the Lord is good and righteous, 

Responsorial Psalm 25 To You, O Lord, I Lift My Soul
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(Saint Katharina is writing to Sister Martha regarding the leadership of a convent.)

My Dear Sister Martha,

As I see from your lines, you have been transferred from the beautiful 
provincial mother house to Chicago in the northern side. Yes, one feels 

this, especially as superior, where one does not have to care for herself alone, 
but also for the other sisters and for the house matters. All this causes some 
more worries, especially when it is the first time, and one is not yet used to the 
responsibilities of a superior. Dear Sister Martha, I give you advice for every 
position and every conduct: to surrender yourself to the dear God, to want to 
do all out of love and to the glory of God, so will the dear God come to your 
aid at all times. God will enlighten you, to know the right thing, and strengthen 
you to practice it, but also God consoles us. So, walk then further in all 
humility and in the trust of God with childlike love from one day to the other, 
and you will see and experience that it goes better and that all difficulties will 
become easy. Our dear Mother Mary helps her children in time of need.

I conclude with the warmest greetings from me and all the dear sisters.  
Commending you to the holy hearts of Jesus and Mary and asking at the same 
time for prayer.

Your unworthy Mother Mary, Poor Handmaid of the Lord
From: Catherine Kasper, Handwritten Letters Edited by Sr. M. Gottfriedis Amend, PHJC and Translated by Sr. M. Eliza Oguzie, PHJC pp. 299-300.

Reading II  Saint Katharina Kasper 
Letter to Sister Martha, April 3, 1890

revealing the way to those who wander,  
gently leading the poor and the humble.

To the ones who seek the Lord,  
who look to God’s word, who live God’s love,  
God will always be near, and will show them mercy.
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He said, “This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were 
to scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and 

the seed would sprout and grow, he knows not how.

Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
grain in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the 
harvest has come.”

The Gospel of the Lord
 
Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor 
any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner.

Reflection  Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC

Gospel Acclamation  Mass of Joy & Peace

Gospel  Mk 4:26-29
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Commissioning Ceremony  Sister Joetta Huelsmann, 
Sister Michele Dvorak, &

Sister Margaret Anne Henss
Each of the new Provincial Leadership Team will make a commitment to her ministry 
of leadership. After her commitment and during the singing of the response, her hands 
will be blessed with oil. 

The oil by which the leaders of old were anointed represents God’s choice and like Esther 
and David they are God’s chosen. The oil symbolizes being set apart or made holy for the 
purposes of God.

Prayer of Commitment 

The newly elected Provincial Leadership Team, Sister Shirley Bell, Sister 
Deborah Davis, Sister Nkechi Iwuoha, and Sister Marybeth Martin are 
individually called to come forward to make their commitment.

Sister Shirley Bell prays 
Loving God, you have called me to the ministry of Provincial Leadership. You 
have challenged me with responsibilities but you have also blessed me with gifts I 
need to carry out this ministry. Strengthen me for service as Provincial of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Blessing Prayer and Anointing  
Spirit of wisdom, bless Sister _______ with your presence. Breathe into her heart 
today an integral way of being and acting. Grace her with trust, patience, openness 
to your spirit, and courage. 
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All sing the refrain while extending hands for a blessing. 

Sing Refrain                                                               In the Spirit of Jesus  
  by Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC 
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Sister Deborah Davis prays
Loving God, you have called me to the ministry of Provincial Leadership. You 
have challenged me with responsibilities but you have also blessed me with gifts I 
need to carry out this ministry. Strengthen me for service as Vicaress of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Repeat blessing and anointing ritual as above. 

Sister Nkechi Iwuoha prays
Loving God, you have called me to the ministry of Provincial Leadership. You have 
challenged me with responsibilities but you have also blessed me with gifts I need 
to carry out this ministry. Strengthen me for service as Provincial Councilor of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Repeat blessing and anointing ritual as above.

Sister Marybeth Martin prays
Loving God, you have called me to the ministry of Provincial Leadership. You have 
challenged me with the responsibilities, but you have also blessed me with the gifts 
I need to carry out this ministry. Strengthen me for service as Provincial Councilor 
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Repeat blessing and anointing ritual as above.
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Blessing of Seeds

Introduction 
As our first reading stated there are planters of the seed, but God makes them grow. 
Each of you are entrusted with these seeds, a symbol of new life, as we strive to 
become a catalyst for just transformation.  

Blessing  

God of all life, you are present here as we greet these tiny seeds with their gift of 
life; seeds so small, and yet, in the mystery of death and burial will produce life 
tenfold and more. These seeds, pregnant with life, remind us to be carriers of life as 
well. 
We sprinkle these seeds with water, sacred sign of life, to remind us of our vision 
to engage new life. Teach us, life-giving God, the Easter secret of life as we ask You 
to bless us and our future endeavors to be catalysts for a just transformation in the 
communities where we serve. 

The Provincial leadership team receives a packet of seeds. 

Giving the Seeds 
May these seeds be symbols of our Core Values which will guide us through our 
just transformation.

Core Values read by the Provincial leadership team
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Sister Shirley reads 
In keeping with our core value of Openness to the Spirit:
We believe the will of the Spirit is the flourishing of all life.  
Therefore, we are called to listen to the voices of the whole community of life, both the 
needs and the wisdom of the human and the nonhuman aspects of creation.

Sister Deborah reads 
In keeping with our core value of Community:
We believe in the interdependence of the local and global.  
Therefore, our contributions and use of resources are chosen to build capacity for 
effecting both our neighborhood and our planet.

Sister Nkechi reads
In keeping with our core value of Simplicity:
We believe simple presence and prayer contribute to healing our world.  
Therefore, we embrace contemplation, compassion, active listening and the joyful 
celebration of life.

Sister Marybeth reads
In keeping  with our core value of Dignity and Respect for All:
We believe in the dignity of differences.  
Therefore, we respect and make space for difference and diversity that co-exists in a 
pluralistic, multicultural world.                 
  Adapted from the Core Values, Beliefs, and Call Statements Provincial Chapter 2021

Sister Shirley Bell
We now invite the Family of Saint Katharina to stand, Sisters, Associates, and 
members of the Fiat Spiritus Community to make your commitment.
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Prayer said together
Loving God, you have called us to foster the Gospel and Core Values and to be 
a catalyst for a just transformation. Bless us with your presence. Breathe into our 
hearts today an integral way of being and acting. Grace us with trust, patience, 
openness to your spirit and courage.

Sister Shirley Bell
We now invite the co-workers and the rest of the congregation to make your 
commitment.

Prayer said together
We too, commit to the core values of Openness to the Spirit, Community, 
Simplicity and Dignity and Respect for all. We promise our prayers and support as 
you lead the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ in the American Province. 
   
 
Sing Refrain                                                               In the Spirit of Jesus  
  by Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC
  (Please see page 9) 
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Prayers of the Faithful 

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts In the Spirit of Jesus 
  by Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC 

Voice 

In the Spirit of Jesus 
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Arrangement: Connie Bach, PHJC 
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Holy  Mass of Joy & Peace
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Great Amen Mass of Joy & Peace

Lamb of God  Mass of Joy & Peace

Memorial Acclamation Mass of Joy & Peace
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Communion Song Seed, Scattered and Sown
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Concluding Rite

Send Down the FireClosing Song
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