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The ICC visit the 
Shrine of Christ’s Passion 

in St. John, Indiana.

Andy Zehner, Communications Technology Specialist instructs 
Sister Mary Ann Dettmer on 

using a SLR camera.

Sisters Josephine, Mary Ann, 
Mychelin and Virginia learn 
to take photographs from a 

new perspective.

Sister Edith Schneider creates 
a flyer using new skills 

learned in class.

Facebook, 
websites, Microsoft 
Publisher©, 
photography, 
videography, 
newsletters. These 
are all tools used 

by communicators. The PHJC International 
Communications Committee (ICC) recently 
met in Donaldson bringing together Sisters 
and co-workers who are responsible 
for communications in Germany, the 
Netherlands, England, Nigeria, Brazil, 
Mexico, Kenya, India and the United 
States. They came together to learn more 
about these communication tools and 
to prepare for General Chapter held in 
Germany in 2013.

The weeklong meeting was intense with 
new learning; however, there was still 
time for fun—during the meeting and on 
an outing. On Saturday December 1, the 
members visited the beautiful Chapel of 
the Resurrection at Valparaiso University 
and the Shrine of Christ’s Passion in 
St. John, Indiana. They shared a meal 
together and stopped at a candy store.

This ICC committee regularly connects 
with each other, either through email, 
teleconferencing or in person. They 
learn from each other and with each 
other as they further the mission of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ through 
various communications.

- Julie Dowd, Director, Communications
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Ancilla College

Bishop Rhoades Presents a World View On 
Immigration at Ancilla College

“The clashing viewpoints over legal and illegal 
immigration in the U.S. change dramatically when 
viewed through a framework that emphasizes human 
life, work and family,” Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades said 
on October 2 at Ancilla College.

Bishop Rhoades, of the Fort Wayne-South Bend diocese, 
presented a coherent, Catholic-centered overview of the 
controversial topic as the first of this year’s long running 
Lampen Lecture series at Ancilla College.

Bishop Rhoades provided a brief look at Church 
teachings on work, family life, and human rights before 
delving into the public debates about immigration.

“There are many stories of immigration in both the 
Old and New Testaments. The movements of people, 
starting with Exodus to the flight of the holy family 
to Egypt, are all immigrant stories still speaking to us 
today,” Bishop Rhoades said.

He spoke to a large group bringing together the 
threads of Catholic Church teachings with principles 
of social justice and modern legislative attempts to 
reform immigration laws.

“This is an important issue of public policy that has 
moral implications in light of the principles of the 
dignity of the human person, justice, and human 
solidarity. The U.S. bishops support comprehensive 
immigration reform that promotes true respect 
for law, protects the human rights and dignity of 
immigrants, keeps families together, and advances 
the common good,” Bishop Rhoades said.

Several states have passed laws to restrict 
immigration beyond the limitations set by U.S. 
immigration law. Several attempts to reform 
immigration laws in the U.S. have floundered with 
changes in the economy and the challenges of election 
year politics. The Catholic Church has a broader 
outlook, a global view, on this issue, and recognizes 
the right of people to migrate when there are just 
reasons as well as the right of nations to control their 
own borders and to regulate immigration. Balancing 
these rights can be difficult, Bishop Rhoades 
emphasized. The U.S. Catholic bishops call for a 
more just and more generous immigration policy.

- Eric Wignall, Interim Executive Director of Admissions, 
Ancilla College

Bishop Rhoades speaking at Ancilla College.

We Love Getting Mail
Our readers are important to us. We welcome your comments and suggestions 
about Word Gathering. If you would like to contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1, Donaldson, IN  46513 

or email them to:
jdowd@poorhandmaids.org
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A Christmas Prayer

A Christmas Prayer
O sweet Child of Bethlehem,

grant that we may share with all our hearts

in this profound mystery of Christmas.

Put into the hearts of men and women this peace

for which they sometimes seek so desperately

and which you alone can give to them.

Help them to know one another better,

and to live as brothers and sisters,

children of the same Father.

Reveal to them also your beauty, 
holiness and purity.

Awaken in their hearts

love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.

Join them all together in your love.

And give us your heavenly peace. Amen.

— Pope John XXIII

Wishing your family a 
Blessed Christmas & Happy New Year!
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MoonTree Studios Honors Indiana Veterans
On Saturday, October 20, 
MoonTree Studios hosted 
an event aptly named 
Coming Home: Honoring 
Our Indiana Heroes. The 
purpose of the gathering 
was a celebration of 
the alliance between 
MoonTree Studios and 
newly formed Veterans’ 
Therapeutic Art Center 
(VTAC). It was a day 
of fun centered on a 
silent auction of unique 
furniture art—painted, 
mosaic, and carved 
pieces such as tables, 
chairs, cabinets, and 
decorative accent 

pieces—created at MoonTree Studios by veterans 
and others, and which was dedicated to honor 
living heroes.

The living heroes included Ameena Matthews, David 
and Christine VanVactor, Earl Eugene Hill, Edith 
Enos, Sister Edith Schneider PHJC, Father Edward 
Ruetz, Judith Lasater, Leo Mahon, the mother of Vera 
Tiani-Shuppert, and Dr. Otis M. Bowen. Several of 
the honorees attended the event in person.

Despite chilly temperatures, an excellent musical 
performance from “Huckleberry Clamshell” invited 
the attendees to pause and relax a bit. The members 
of the band—Mary Ghurke, Landon West, Dawson 
Groves, Summer Brantley, Chip Porter, Matt Gerrard, 
and Erin Jones—are students of Randy Jones at 
Wagoner Music Shop in Plymouth.

Folks warmed up with lunch courtesy of Mancino’s—
Grinders and chips—and treats such as cookies and 
brownies from Earthworks. And there was plenty of 
hot tea and coffee consumed!

Inside MoonTree Studios, people got an introduction 
to what goes on there; lay artist Vickie Cook 
demonstrated the art of throwing a porcelain pot, and 

featured artist Rev. Carol Fleming showcased “chip 
carving” as she inscribed a design on a round wooden 
plate. Inside the textile studio, spinning and weaving 
were demonstrated by Svenja Chesna and Felicia 
Payne; and in the Paint Studio, guests could help paint 
a large mural commemorating the veteran’s spiritual 
journey through life, from innocence to knowledge, 
and coming home. The mural design was created by 
Jeanne Walker, a Fine Arts Leader and Coach who 
works in Chicago. This mural will soon have a place 
of prominence in VTAC’s headquarters.

In the wood shop, members of VTAC were on hand 
to tell visitors about the mission of their organization 
and invite their participation, including Larry Balmer, 
CEO of the group, and Dan Atkinson, Vice President. 
Rich Patterson, President of VTAC, talked with guests 
about woodworking skills and Jim Miller explained 
his own and other artists’ work that was on display.

At noon, a ceremony of signing of the agreement between 
VTAC and MoonTree Studios—to create opportunities 
for veterans to heal through experiences in the arts—took 
place. This was followed by words of congratulations 
from Mayor Mark Senter of Plymouth and State 
Representative Nancy Dembowski. Each praised the 
efforts of MoonTree Studios and VTAC to benefit the 
sizeable contingent of veterans in our seven county area.

(MoonTree Studios Honors Indiana Veterans,
continued on page 13)

MoonTree Studios

Signers of the Memorandum of Agreement between 
MoonTree Studios and Veterans Therapeutic Art Center: 
Sister Marlene Ann Lama, Richard Patterson, VTAC 
President; Sister Nancy Raboin, Larry Balmer, VTAC CEO

Huckleberry Clamshell 
performs at the Coming 
Home event at 
MoonTree Studios.
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MoonTree Studios Attains LEED® Gold Certification
In late summer, MoonTree 
Studios was notified that 
we’d attained LEED® 
Gold Certification from 
the United States Green 
Building Council! The 
award was the culmination 
of project-long work to 
meet and document certain 
prerequisites in five areas 

of human and environmental health: sustainable 
site development, water savings, energy efficiency, 
materials selection, and indoor environmental quality. 
In addition, LEED® certification requires that certain 
energy efficiency performance standards be met over 
a period of several years.

Here are a few of the requirements for LEED® 
certification and how they were met at MoonTree: 

• Construction Waste Management— 
Diverted 75% or more

• Recycled Content of Materials and Resources—
Used 10% recycled content

• Regional Materials—50% extracted, processed 
and manufactured regionally

• Construction Activity Pollution Prevention—
Temporary soil protection from erosion and 
dust generation

• Stormwater Control—Quantity and quality with 
rain gardens and native landscape

• Heat Island Control—Roof and non-roof solar 
reflective index SRI<29

• Light Pollution Reduction—Power density <80% 
and 50% for facades and landscapes

• Habitat Restoration—50% of landscape to 
native prairie

• Water Efficient Landscape—50% non-potable 
water plant species and irrigation efficiency, with 
cistern and roof run-off captured

• Water Use Reduction—Sinks, toilets, urinals, 
showers—Use 20% less water than baseline 
Energy Policy Act 1992

• Storage and collection of recyclables at all 
MoonTree Studios facilities

There are three super-insulated buildings making up 
the MoonTree Studios complex. The main studio 
gallery includes an exhibition space and open gathering 
area along with dedicated spaces for pottery, weaving, 
and painting.  The smaller shop studio provides space 
for woodworking and metal arts. And the two-story 
MoonTree Lodge houses permanent and visiting 
staff, with space for smaller workshops and private 
gatherings. All three facilities feature vaulted, timber-
framed interiors, generous use of day-lighting, and 
provisions for effective natural ventilation throughout.

Dodd Kattman of Morrison, Kattman, Menze, Fort 
Wayne was the architect; DJ Construction was the 
General Contractor; and Dale Law followed by J.R. 
Daves were Project Managers for the MoonTree 
complex. They were all in attendance for a special 
ceremony celebrating the achievement during the 
inaugural MoonTree Festival, in late September.

- Evelyn Schwenk, MoonTree Studios Coordinator

MoonTree Studios

www.poorhandmaids.org 
visit our website for
•	 current	events
•	 PHJC	ministries
•	 vocations
•	 online	donations
•	 maps	&	directions
•	 newsletters

A fresh, new
 look!
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International

A Look at Poor Handmaids in Brazil
If you twirl a globe and look for Brazil you first need 
to look for South America. Brazil is the largest country 
in that continent. In this vast country you can also find 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, who live the charism of 
Catherine Kasper and share their lives with Brazilians.

The journey to Brazil for the Poor Handmaids began in 
1993 when Sister Mary Ann Dettmer of the American 
Province and Sister Anita of the Indian Province went 
to Brazil to be a presence with the people there as a 
nurse and a teacher.

They were living the words taken from the PHJC 
Charism Statement, “Today, we Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ strive to listen attentively to the 
promptings of the Spirit. We respond with courage to 
the daily challenge to be women of faith and vision. 
We live gospel values through our presence and 
ministry to and with others.”

Native Brazilian Sisters have joined the congregation, 
attracted to the charism of Catherine Kasper. Sister 
Lucilene, Sister Consola, Sister Magna are native 
Brazilians. There are many novices and postulants.

When Sister Nora and I visited the Poor Handmaids 
in Brazil in early September of 2012, we experienced 
one of the Poor Handmaid ministries where children in 
a neighborhood were being fed in mid-afternoon. The 
children came and were seated at brightly colored tables 
and women from the neighborhood prepared food and 
drink for them. They are served around 2:00 p.m. so 
they would have nourishment for the entire day.

In order to attend to the needs of the people the 
Sisters try to find work for them. Women sew in order 
to have items to sell, such as table placemats, throw 
rugs and small mats to place under furniture. This 
brings some income for the families.

The charism of Catherine Kasper is lived out and 
carried forward by the Sisters in Brazil to their 
families and neighbors. It is another way to bring 
the good news to the poor and to be witnesses of the 
Gospel message in 2012 in all the world.

- Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC, Provincial Councilor

(1) Sister Virginia and Sister Nora with two Brazilian postulants 
Maria Antonia Ribeiro and Taynara Larissa. (2) Sister Virginia 
and Sister Nora (3) New Novitiate House under construction. (4) 
Sister Jeya and Sister Nora outside Casa Maria Catarina in Brazil.

1

2
3

4

Brazil
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Formation / Vocation

Sister Nkechi Iwuoha Professes Final Vows

Sister Nkechi Iwuoha (left) and Sister Nora Hahn 
preparing for the Profession Mass.

Sister Nkechi Iwuoha, a Poor Handmaid Sister from 
Nigeria presently a member of the American province, 
professed her vowed life commitment to the Poor 
Handmaid congregation on November 3, 2012. The 
liturgy surrounding the profession of vows took place 
in the Ancilla Domini Chapel in the Motherhouse 
of the Poor Handmaids. Msgr. Thadeus Balinda, 
Fr. Chike Anyigbo, CSSp and Fr. Peter Osuji, CSSp 
concelebrated the Eucharistic liturgy with Fr. John 
Zemelko, chaplain of the PHJC Ministry Center.

The life of Sister Nkechi was portrayed well through 
the mixture of Nigerian, African American and 
Poor Handmaid music, dress and symbols included 
in the liturgy. Nigerian by birth and culture, Sister 
Nkechi entered the Poor Handmaid congregation 
in Germany in 2003 returning to Nigeria in 2006 to 
become one of the pioneer members in establishing 
the PHJC mission in Nigeria. For the next four years 
she ministered to street children and to youth held in 
juvenile detention centers.

Her desire for personal growth and the need to expand 
her skills in ministering to the poor brought her to 
the United States in 2010. She found an opportunity 
to experience both by joining the community of 
Sisters living and ministering at Sojourner Truth 
House in Gary, Indiana. In her ministry as case 
manager for homeless women, growth in both Sister 
Nkechi’s social work skills and the deepening of her 
self-knowledge became indispensable. She often 
speaks of the mutuality of life lessons exchanged 
between herself and her clients. Her admiration of the 
resiliency and perseverance of these at-risk women 

and their children teaches her much about life as she 
continues to assist them through her capabilities and 
sense of mission.

Significant to her Handmaid spirituality Sister 
Nkechi chose the image of an empty bowl for her 
profession liturgy. The empty bowl represented her 
trusting stance before God as she asks to be filled 
with goodness, compassion and all the gifts she needs 
to be a true, faithful and prophetic woman religious. 
Accompanying the presenters of the wine and bread 
Sister Nkechi held high an empty African calabash 
presenting it at the foot of the altar as her sign of total 
commitment and reliance on God.

That her life and ministry have touched many is 
evidenced by the numerous relationships Sister Nkechi 
has formed in the short span of the two and a half years 
she has been in the States both in the Gary community 
and among her Poor Handmaid Sisters. Parishioners 
from St. Monica/St. Luke Church in Gary, co-workers 
from Sojourner Truth House, neighboring Sisters 
of Charity and many other friends joined with Poor 
Handmaids in celebrating her perpetual profession of 
vows. The presence of two family members, an in-law 
from California and her brother from Nigeria completed 
the giftedness of the day.

The joy of the celebration was expressed in a myriad of 
ways:  by the never-ending exuberant smile on Sister 
Nkechi’s face, by the enthusiastic singing of choir 
and congregation alike, by the energy of the liturgical 
dance prayed by Sherilyn Sharise Belle, by the toast in 
her native Igbo language, by the high-spirited Nigerian 
dance of congratulations and by the enthusiasm and 
energy experienced throughout the day.

As Sister Nora Hahn, Provincial of the American 
province, prayed during the liturgy, “Sister Nkechi 
we welcome you now one with us as members of the 
congregation of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
sharing all things in common with us for the future.” 
We congratulate Sister Nkechi as she continues living 
the Poor Handmaid charism as a true daughter of 
Blessed Catherine Kasper.

- Sister Linda Volk, PHJC, Director of Temporary 
Professed Sisters



8 | Word Gathering

Alice Carroll has been in touch with the Fiat Spiritus 
Community for over eight years. Her active ministry 
is with the Wheaton Franciscans, where she works 
on the Wellness Team as Lead Animator (care-
giver) and provides supportive care for the elderly 
Sisters. Brother Bob worked with her and her former 
community as they developed a non-canonical 
vowed expression. In 2006 she professed vows as 
a Consecrated Widow. Early in 2011 Alice again 
discerned her call. It was during this time that she 
came to know Blessed Catherine Kasper and felt a 
strong call to the Poor Handmaid charism. She asked 
for admission to the Fiat Spiritus Community and is at 
the mid-point in the process of incorporation.

To learn more about Karen and Alice visit the Fiat 
Spiritus Community website at www.fiatspiritus.org.

- Brother Bob Overland, FS, Provincial

Fiat Spiritus Community

Fiat Spiritus Community Welcomes Members

In the spirit of Blessed Catherine, 
I serve the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters 

and work with staff with a heart that knows 
all are kin in the mystery of 

Divine Wisdom. And, given my own 
journey through loss and change and 

coming to new life, I have been a 
companion to others, a listening presence, 

in group settings and as neighbor and 
friend. It is with gratitude and joy that I 

choose to seek membership in 
Fiat Spiritus Community, in the family 
and spirit of Mother Catherine Kasper.  

— Sister Alice Carroll, FS Transfer

On Sunday February 5, 2012 the Fiat Spiritus 
Community welcomed two new members of the 
community. One entered into the Formation program 
and the other was accepted into a transfer process 
from another religious community. While this is a 
welcomed gift of the Spirit, it is the first time that the 
community is entering into a transfer process.

Karen Kasprzycki came 
to us by responding to 
our vocation ad in Vision 
Vocation magazine. She 
had been discerning a 
call and after several 
months of research and 
working with her pastor 
and the Archdiocese 
of Chicago Vocation 
Office, she made contact 
with the Fiat Spiritus 
Community. Her final 
discernment was centered 
on a canonical or non-
canonical community. 
This question has been 
presented by several 
other seekers over the 

past few years and it is not an easy one nor does it 
come with clarity. Brother Bob Overland, FS felt 
privileged to accompany Karen on this part of her 
journey and was thankful when she came to clarity to 
request admission to the Fiat Spiritus Community.

New members joining the Fiat Spiritus Community 
are Karen Kasprzycki (left) and Alice Carroll.

My time during 
this novitiate 

formation has been 
a very insightful 
and nourishing 

experience for my 
heart and soul. I 
am grateful for 
the growth and 

development that 
continues as I 

learn more about 
our Community 

and about Blessed 
Catherine Kasper.  

— Karen Kasprzycki
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Catherine Kasper Place

Catherine Kasper Place Completes “WOW” 
Garden Project Fundraiser

The “World 
on Wheels” 
(WOW) 
Garden Project 
kicked off in 
June 2012 
with a press 
conference 
at Parkview 
Field, attended 
by more 

than 50 members of the community. The project’s 
goals were twofold:  raise awareness and funding 
for Catherine Kasper Place’s (CKP) refugee and 
immigrant programs, and create a public art display 
showcasing the cultural diversity of our great city. 
Catherine Kasper Place located in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana is a ministry of the Poor Handmaids.

Local artists volunteered to design 23 wheelbarrows 
representing 25 areas of the world. Through 
collaborative meetings with cultural liaisons from 
each country, artists were able to create designs with 
stunning authenticity.

Once the wheelbarrows were finished, gardeners filled 
them with culturally-appropriate food gardens and 
tended them while they toured the community. Each 
wheelbarrow had a sponsor, artist, gardener and cultural 
liaison, making this a truly community collaboration.

Over the ensuing four months the WOW Project 
traveled the city with stops at Deer Park Pub, Arts 
United, the Taste of the Arts Festival, the “Be a Tourist 
in Your Own Hometown” venues, Parkview Field, 
the Embassy Theater, the Grand Wayne Center 
and International Blast. The Israel wheelbarrow 
also traveled to both temples in Fort Wayne over 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The culminating 
event was a live auction at “International Blast” on 
September 29, attended by more than 250 people.

The WOW Garden Project raised over $35,000 and 
reached more than 23, 300 people. One of the best 
outcomes of this project are the many new friends and 
opportunities for growing our volunteer base.

We had generous support from the Downtown 
Improvement District, Arts United, Parkview Field 
and St. Joseph Community Health Foundation.

The feedback we’ve received from our partners, 
clients and the community has been amazing. People 
from all over the world have commented on the 
WOW Garden Project Fort Wayne Facebook page. 
Since the wheelbarrows were adopted, we’ve had 
sightings of them at the Dash In Restaurant, JK’s Irish 
Pub, 800 Degrees Pizza and one was seen cruising 
through town in a pickup truck. Many who purchased 
wheelbarrows have reported they’ve given them to 
family members who have traveled or worked in the 
country represented, including the Haitian and Irish 
wheelbarrows. We’ve even been told that at least two 
of the wheelbarrows have moved out of state!

The WOW Garden Project started as a seed of an 
idea to educate and inform the community of Fort 
Wayne’s rich diversity. It bloomed into a fabulous 
bouquet of shared history and new friendships. As the 
director of Catherine Kasper Place, I truly thank all of 
Fort Wayne, and especially the CKP staff, for having 
faith in that seed and for nurturing such a wonderful 
harvest of love and community.

- Holly Chaille, Director, Catherine Kasper Place

Local artist Bonnie Manning works on the Philippines 
“WOW” wheelbarrow.

The planted wheelbarrows drew 
attention everywhere they went.
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Every year, the HealthVisions Midwest (HVM) staff 
travels to the PHJC Ministry Center in Donaldson, 
Indiana for their annual staff day. It gives all the 
staff from East St. Louis, Illinois, Fort Wayne and 
Lake County, Indiana an opportunity to network with 
each other, visit the Sisters and share the beautiful 
ambiance of the Ministry Center. This year forty 
people came on September 21 including one board 
member from Fort Wayne, Indiana.

The theme of the day was 
“Servant Leadership and 
Burnout.” This past year saw 
many of the HealthVisions 
Midwest staff experience 
sickness or death in their 
families in addition to stress 
at work, so we thought it 
most appropriate to do some 
wellness activities.

The first activity was reviewing what people understood 
about servant leadership. In small groups, they drew a 
picture of what servant leadership meant to them. The 
posters and explanations were outstanding.

They also discussed how Catherine Kasper was the 
ideal servant leader.

HealthVisions Midwest

HealthVisions Midwest Annual Staff Day— 
Servant Leadership and Burnout

From left to right:  Angie Martin, Sister Margaret 
Anne Henss, Jomare Bowers-Mizzell, Paula Wills 
and Milly Salas standing by their poster inspired 
by Matthew 25:31-40.

These are some of the qualities the staff discussed: 
compassionate, giving, loving, kind, patient, 
understanding, encouraging, helpful, dedicated, 
committed, responsible, confidential, trustworthy, 
empowering, cheerful, pleasant.

But more importantly, these are the qualities that 
HVM Staff try to emulate every day as they work 
with the people who are most in need. Realizing they 
cannot do it alone they rely on Christ as reflected in 
Philippians 4:13:  “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.”

These staff days are always special events for all of us 
at HealthVisions and they give us new momentum to 
carry on our ministry to the poor and underserved.

- HealthVisions Midwest Staff

As long as you 
did it for one 
of my least 

brothers and 
sisters, you did 

it for me.  
Matthew 25:31-40
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Earthworks

Earthworks’ Project Ready
REAL WORK  •  REAL FOOD  •  REAL SUCCESS

Every Tuesday and Thursday morning, four 18-20 year 
old students clock in at Earthworks Market and don an 
apron and chef’s hat. Laughing and joking, they gather 
at the hand washing station and carefully scrub their 
hands in preparation for a morning of baking.

They are special needs young adults being trained 
in social skills, baking, and skills of the 
workplace as part of Earthworks’ 
Project Ready.

On this particular morning, 
the young bakers are making 
700 whole wheat rolls to be 
served in the cafeteria at the 
high school in Plymouth, 
Indiana. Because they have 
measured the ingredients, 
they understand that their 
rolls are real food—no 
artificial ingredients, and are, 
as a matter of fact, made with 
whole grains. They shape each 
roll by hand, talking about how they 
are going to brag that “these are OUR 
rolls, and they’re good for you” when they 
return to the high school on the day they are served.

These students are participating in a cooperative 
arrangement between Earthworks and the Plymouth 
Community Schools. Every month a different school 
in the system serves whole wheat rolls made by 
Project Ready students at Earthworks Market. The 
rolls provide a healthy alternative to ordinary breads 
that are filled with problematic ingredients such as 
high fructose corn syrup and unhealthy preservatives. 
And, say the students, they taste so much better.

This cooperative arrangement is an enlightened 
move by the school system. Not only does it provide 
the best kind of food (good for the Earth, good for 
you) for students, it engages them in a subtle form 
of learning about the food they are eating. Informal 
conversation about why food tastes better and is good 

for you is a powerful form of learning that tends to 
shape behavior.

Further, Plymouth’s decision to serve Earthworks’ 
rolls positions the school system as a participant in 
a growing national movement to serve healthy food 
in school cafeterias. Spurred in part by Michelle 

Obama’s work, and in part by the results of 
such changes, many school systems 

are working to replace “cafeteria 
food” with whole foods that 

seem to have a marked effect 
on learning and behavior. 
Programs like Cornell 
University’s “Farm to 
School”(http://farmtoschool.
cce.cornell.edu/cornell-
farm-to-school-program.
html) and Whole Foods 
Market’s salad bar grants 

to New Haven, Connecticut 
elementary schools (Sustainable 

Food News, September 27, 
2011) are addressing not only the 

childhood obesity problem, but also 
the shaping of young palates. Raising a 

generation of children who LIKE whole foods will 
be a huge investment in the health of our soil and the 
health of our population.

Earthworks’ mission is to teach people how to care 
for our fragile Earth, and the Project Ready students 
have become wonderful ambassadors for Earthworks’ 
message. Making the connection between good food 
and the good soil that produces it will help all of us 
understand that the pieces of our world are bound 
together in a web that we’re part of. Making and 
serving healthy rolls in Plymouth school cafeterias 
tugs at the strings of that web and has an effect that is 
greater than the sum of its parts. Earthworks is proud 
to be part of this exciting movement.

- Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director, Earthworks
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Associates Host a Fall Retreat and 
Celebrate Anniversaries

The Associate Community hosted a fall retreat entitled 
Living in the Now, Consciously on October 12 and 13 
at the Ministry Center in Donaldson. Sister Nancy 
Raboin, PHJC facilitated the weekend retreat 
which focused on contemplation, mindfulness and 
mysticism. She led us in exploring the contemplative 
and mystical side of Catherine Kasper and helped us 
feel Catherine’s spiritual vision connecting with each 
of us. It was a different kind of retreat. We didn’t 
have an agenda, although Sister Nancy kept us very 
focused. We were focusing on the now—not on what 
was to come next. Our sense of community was 
intensified as we sat together and quietly wrote down 
our unspoken needs, our prayers. We then prayed 
over, not only our needs, but individually we prayed 
over the needs of each one in the room.

Retreat goers also focused on the readings and Gospel 
throughout the retreat so that during the liturgy 
which followed, we all felt very much a part of the 
celebration of the Mass. Father John Zemelko was 
instrumental in planning the liturgy and even opened 
his kitchen to some of the Associates who volunteered 
to be “saintly bakers” preparing the bread which 

would become the Body of Christ. He stressed that he 
didn’t celebrate the Mass, we all celebrated it and that 
became evident throughout the evening’s liturgy.

To begin our celebration of the Mass, the retreat goers 
processed into the Evergreen Room at Lindenwood—
the same beautiful space they had been in the 
previous day and a half. They contributed to the 
homily which revolved around a Gospel which was 
closely studied earlier that day. The petitions were not 
just something read, but needs of the heart mindfully 
spoken. The music too was purposely chosen to express 
our transformation into a deeper awareness of the 
now. It was truly a “celebration” of the Mass.

Lastly, we all gathered in Cana Hall for a wonderful 
catered dinner. We had some very special Associates 
to celebrate! The following Associates were 
recognized as celebrating significant anniversaries:  
Betty Chamberlin, Joe Chamberlin, Loretta Kania 
and Clarence Simshauser all celebrated 25 years as 
Associates. Celebrating 20 years were Mary Cuney, 
Gay Fiwek, LaGarda Holtgrave, Marion Lowry, 
Mary Paquin and Patti Paschke. Esther Cyr, Marla 
Keefer, Evelyn Siegel and Christina Converset were 
congratulated as Associates for 15 years. Jeanne 
Boomershine, Pauline Pierson, Mary Smith and Anna 
Worth celebrated 10 years while John Becker was 
recognized as an Associate for 5 years.

Sister Nancy Raboin facilitates the fall retreat hosted 
by the Associate Community.

- Donna Sikorski, Director, Associate Community

You have the option of using your VISA or MasterCard to make your donations.  
For some of our donors, this is a more convenient way to give. By using a credit 
card, you can eliminate the need for check-writing each donation. To assure 
accuracy, you will receive a receipt from the credit card company and a receipt 
from the Development Office. Thank you for your support.

Making a 
Donation 
is Easy!
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Richard Van Nevel

Richard (Dick) Van Nevel 
passed away after an illness 
on August 25 at home. He 
was 84. He and his wife of 
60 years, Teresa, raised six 
children. Richard is also 
survived by 15 grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.

Dick was employed as the office manager for White 
Hall Laboratories in Elkhart, Indiana for 35 years 
before his retirement in 1989. Prior to that he had 
graduated from Indiana University and served in the 
United States Army during the Korean War.

Dick was an Associate in the East Two Region for 28 
years. He and his wife Teresa became Associates in 
1985 when the Associate movement was very young. 
Dick was also an active member of St. Monica’s 
Catholic Church in Mishawaka. The Mishawaka 
Garden Club also counted him as a member and often 
he could be found tending to his garden at home. In 
his retirement Dick enjoyed fishing and golfing with 
his family who were a central part of his life.

Dick will be missed by many in the Associate Community 
particularly those in the East Two Region.

May Dick rest in peace!

Dolores Karnia

Dolores Karnia was born on 
September 21, 1930 and died 
on September 11, 2012. She 
was 81 years old. Dolores 
was an Associate in the North 
Region for 25 years. She and 
her husband Joseph became 
Associates in 1987. Joseph 

died in 2007. Dolores was a member of the Associate 
board in 1991 and 1992. Dolores had eleven children, 
22 grandchildren and was a friend to many. She was 
also the sister of Sister Catherine Bobber, PHJC. 
Dolores lived most recently with her son Bob and 
daughter-in-law Cindy in Oak Forest, Illinois.

Dolores was a former longtime parishioner of 
St. Augustine and St. Nicholas of Tolentine Churches, 
a member of St. Augustine and St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women, 
Jolly Nick’s Senior Club, St. Anthony of Padua 
Secular Franciscans, American Legion Beverly Post 
#407, was a founding member, former president and 
board member of St. Augustine Alumni Association. 
Dolores was also a former “Mom” of the St. Augustine 
Lancer family and Leader of Camp Fire Girls. In 1997 
Dolores was selected as Woman of the Year from St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine Parish.

Many will remember Dolores’ smile. She was loved 
by all and will be missed.

May Dolores rest in peace!

In Memory of Our Associates

The funds raised at “Coming Home: Honoring Our 
Indiana Heroes” will be used for two purposes. First, 
so that veterans and their families may participate in 
MoonTree Studios’ experiences at no cost through a 
scholarship fund that event proceeds have helped to 
establish. In addition, MoonTree Studios will utilize 
a portion of the proceeds to purchase much-needed 
equipment, such as a new kiln.

Watch for upcoming projects of VTAC and MoonTree 
Studios, which will include “random acts of kindness” 
around the town of Plymouth and Marshall County, as well 
as participation in art experiences at MoonTree Studios.

(MoonTree Studios Honors Indiana Veterans, continued 
from page 4)

- Evelyn Schwenk, MoonTree Studios Coordinator
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Ancilla College Celebrates Successful Year 
of Fundraising With Annual Donor Dinner

Celebrating 
its 75th 
anniversary, 
Ancilla 
College 
welcomed 
a crowd of 
nearly 160 
to its annual 
Donor 
Recognition 
Dinner in 
Cana Hall 
of the Poor 
Handmaids of 

Jesus Christ Ministry Center. The event is held each 
year to thank those individuals that make Ancilla 
Fund or unrestricted capital gifts to the College of 
$250 or more in the previous fiscal year. Dr. Ron May, 
President of Ancilla College thanked the audience for 
their generosity and encouraged those in attendance to 
continue supporting the College so it can help provide 
financial aid and scholarship assistance to its students.

Over 30 alumni, faculty, staff and community members 
giving $1,000 or more during the year were honored 
with a Lampen Society Award. Established in 1999, 

the Lampen Society was named after Sister Joel 
Lampen, PHJC, Ed.D., the founding president of the 
only Catholic, two year, co-educational, liberal arts 
college in Indiana.

Larry and Kay Faulstich were presented with the 
Sister Mary Dolores Greifer Outstanding Alumni 
Award. Larry (‘76 AC) and Kay (‘78 AC) both 
served on the Alumni Association Board for several 
years with each taking a turn as President and 
Treasurer. Currently the Vice-Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, Larry coached one of the first Ancilla 
Basketball teams and also served in several roles 
including member of the Board of Trustees for the 
school. Kay helped start the Alumni Association 
Holiday Fundraiser Program to help raise money for 
the College. In addition, Kay was responsible for 
getting the Alumni Association involved in taking 
over the Blueberry Bicycle Cruise from the Pedal 
Pushers in 1992. As a result, she helped to grow the 
number of riders to 450 and each year as chairperson 
of the event, was instrumental in generating a check 
to the College each year.

Sister Agatha Niebrugge, PHJC was presented 
with the Ancilla Award, honoring her wide-ranging 
community service and dedicated support of Ancilla 
College. For two decades Sister Agatha taught 
Sociology at the College and has served on the Board 
of Trustees since 2006.

In addition to dinner and the award presentations, 
two former students, Sister Judith Diltz (‘67 AC) 
and Brian Kitch (‘92 AC) along with current student 
Laura Mann, talked about their Ancilla experiences 
and how the College empowered their lives.

- Eric Wignall, Interim Executive Director of Admissions, 
Ancilla College

Ancilla College President Dr. Ron May presented 
Sister Agatha Niebrugge with the Ancilla Award.

Larry (left) and Kay (right) Faulstich 
are presented with the Sister Mary 
Dolores Greifer Outstanding Alumni 
Award by Ancilla Alumni Association 
representative Lily Myers (center).

“The College could not fulfill its mission without the ongoing financial support of donors. 
On behalf of our students, I want to thank each one of them.” — Dr. Ron May
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In Memory of Our Sisters
Sister Longinia 
Pobiedzinski, PHJC

Sister Longinia Pobiedzinski, 
PHJC passed away on 
October 8, 2012 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana. She was 
born to Casimir and Sabina 
(Baranowski) Pobiedzinski in 

Mishawaka, Indiana on April 27, 1914. She entered 
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and 
professed her first vows on June 25, 1933.

In 1933 Sister Longinia began her long teaching 
career. For the next 56 years she taught in schools in 
Illinois and Indiana, including Ancilla Domini High 
School and College for 34 of those years. She also 
served the PHJC Community as Local Leader and 
Sacristan. She retired to the Catherine Kasper Home 
in 1998.

Sister Longinia enjoyed many activities throughout 
the years. She shared that she was thankful for 
the gift of education, for work and leisure, and 
for the many creative opportunities related to her 
teaching assignments.

May Sister Longinia rest in peace!

Sister Bernice 
Buescher, PHJC

Sister Bernice Buescher, PHJC, 
passed away on November 2, 
2012 at the Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana. 
She was born to Frederick and 
Anna Marie (Bender) Buescher 
in Avila, Indiana on January 
26, 1915. She entered the Poor 

Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and professed 
her first vows on June 6, 1937.

Sister Bernice, then known as Sister Leo, began 
teaching at Angel Guardian Orphanage in 1939. She 
continued teaching for the next 26 years at various 

schools in Indiana and Illinois. When class sizes 
reached 60 or more children, she asked for a new 
ministry. In 1965 she began working as an office clerk 
in PHJC hospitals, in schools and in the Business Office 
at the PHJC Ministry Center. She retired in 1999.

Sr. Bernice celebrated her 75th Jubilee in 2012. In her 
Jubilee reflection she states, “The greatest enjoyment 
of Jubilee year will be to hope everything we do to 
celebrate will be pleasing to Jesus and Mary. I hope 
God will guide and bless the activities of the PHJC 
community in the U.S., Mexico, India, England, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Brazil and Africa.”

May Sister Bernice rest in peace!

Sister Maris 
Krimmel, PHJC

Sister Maris Krimmel, PHJC 
passed away on November 10, 
2012 at the Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana. 
She was born to William and 
Theresa Rose (Wohnhas) 
Krimmel in Chicago, Illinois 

on March 8, 1911. She entered the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows 
on June 25, 1935.

Sister Maris taught grade school and high school 
from 1933 to 1975 at which time she began work as 
a Nuclear Medicine Technologist. She returned to 
teaching in 1978. In 1984 she became a teacher’s aid 
and then a volunteer at Ancilla College. For many 
years she tutored college students on computers. 

Sister Maris stated, “I was asked to help the computer 
students at Ancilla College. Having ‘retired’ this was 
a most wonderful 20 years, learning new skills and 
participating in the progress of this new technology.”

She retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2007 at 
the age of 96 where she continued to enjoy working 
on her computer.

May Sister Maris rest in peace!
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Hand in Hand:  Nazareth Home Gala 2012
The 10th Annual 
Nazareth Home 
Gala was held on 
October 18 at the 
Hammond Federal 
Court House, and 
proved once again 
that miracles of 
love still exist for 
the children 
at Nazareth Home.

Guests moved 
from silent auction 

table-to-table, examining the items and looking for 
those special items to pursue the rest of the evening. 
During the silent auction, guests were partaking of 
delicious gourmet hors d’oeuvres and desserts from 
some of Northwest Indiana’s finest restaurants:  
Ameristar Casino, Amore Ristorante, Angela’s Pantry, 
Atlas Catering/The Jury Box, Ciao Bella Ristorante 
and Comfort’s Catering & Restaurant.

And then, the focus turned to the miracle portion of 
the gala, and eyes were fixed on the video of “Angel” 
the little girl whose life began at Nazareth Home after 

a traumatic beginning. A live performance of “Who 
Hears The Cry?” by J. Brian Hill, was sung as the 
video played in the background, telling the story of 
Angel’s life at Nazareth Home.

This is the reality of what Nazareth Home is all 
about. This is where the miracles begin for countless 
children with unique and critical medical needs 
who are abandoned and abused. This is where the 
community comes in; they are the ones that make the 
miracle of love a daily reality at Nazareth Home.

The most beautiful sight in the world is 
a little child going confidently down the 
road of life after you have shown them 
the way. Thank you Nazareth Home for 

showing so many children the way!

- Marsha Brooks, Special Events Manager, Ancilla Systems Inc.


