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Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC— 
Helping Those Who Need Her Most
Attorney at law, researcher, 
investigator, defender, 
protector, friend, 
educator, social 
worker, Poor 
Handmaid of 
Jesus Christ, 
Guardian ad 
Litem—all 
words that 
describe Sister 
Bonnie Boilini. 

Sister Bonnie, 
attorney at law, 
helps people 
who possibly 
need an appointed guardian or who are 

not able to attend court proceedings 
about their guardianship 

matter. She is 
appointed by the 

court as Guardian 
ad Litem (GAL).

She assists 
the poor and 
underserved in 

Cook County, 
Illinois, which 

includes the Chicago 
area: the elderly, 
people with 
dementia or 

Nazareth Home Welcomes New 
Foster Mother/Director

With six children running, walking and 
toddling around Nazareth Home, every 
day is memorable, but when newly-
named Nazareth Home Foster Mother/
Director Jean Bowman welcomed open 
house guests April 19, she received a 
blessing from a very special guest, The 
Most Rev. Dale J. Melczek, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Gary.

Nazareth Home volunteers and friends 
had an opportunity to meet Jean and 

(Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC—Helping Those 
Who Need Her Most, continued on page 20)

(Nazareth Home Welcomes New Foster
Mother/Director, continued on page 4)
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Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC celebrates passing 
the Illinois bar exam with mentor Tim Toomey.

New Foster Mother/Director, Jean Bowman, 
pictured with The Most Rev. Dale J. 
Melczek, Bishop of the Diocese of Gary.
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Ancilla College 
graduated its 44th 
class in school 
history on Saturday, 
May 7, at the Ancilla 
Domini Chapel.

The commencement 
saw 114 students 
receive their 
degrees, including 
nine students 
graduating with a 
double major.

Ancilla College 
alum Mary 
Szymusiak (AC ’95), 

the President and CEO of Wheatfield-based company 
Tefft Bridge and Iron, was on hand to deliver the 2011 
Commencement Address.

“It is a privilege returning to my alma mater to help 
celebrate a momentous day for the graduating class 
of 2011,” said Szymusiak. “When I think of my fond 
memories of Ancilla, I am just as appreciative today 
for a high-quality education that is offered in our 
community. I tell people with pride that Ancilla was 
truly the cornerstone of my educational foundation.”

Dr. Joanna Blount, Dean of Academic and Student 
Services, took time to reflect on the importance 
of commencement.

“Commencement at Ancilla College is such an 
exciting time,” said Blount. “It is a celebration and 

Ancilla College

Ancilla College Celebrates 44th Graduating Class
culmination of hard work by students and faculty. 
Marching across the stage, changing the tassel from 
right to left – these are signs of achievement and, for 
some, the fulfillment of a dream that students did not 
expect to accomplish.

“We see the ways in which our students grew and 
flourished with the individual attention they receive 
from faculty and staff and know that we have shaped 
the lives of our students, that we have started them on 
a journey that will last a lifetime.”

The prior evening, many students were recognized at 
the College’s annual Honors Convocation, also held in 
the Ancilla Domini Chapel.

Of the 114 graduates, 18 received recognition for 
graduating Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
and Cum Laude.

Another 36 were honored for their affiliation with 
Ancilla’s Beta Beta Beta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
largest honor society in American higher education.

Receiving special honors were Brooke Mathias 
(Scholar of Distinction), Tyler Jackson (Outstanding 
Male Scholar-Athlete), Demi Schrader (Outstanding 
Female Scholar-Athlete), Dan Clampitt (Educator 
of the Year), Rebecca Geib (Outstanding Portfolio 
Award), and Amber Beaver and Mark Reel (All-
Indiana Academic Team).

- James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director,
Ancilla College

Ancilla College graduates 
celebrate their accomplishments.

We Love Getting Mail
Our readers are important to us.  We welcome your comments and suggestions 
about Word Gathering.  If you would like to contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN  46513 

or e-mail them to:
jdowd@poorhandmaids.org
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In Memory of Our Sisters
Sister Cecelia Bianchino, PHJC

Sister Cecelia Bianchino, PHJC passed away 
on February 26, 2011 at St. Joseph Regional 
Medical Center in Plymouth, Indiana. She 
was born to Daniel and Josephine (Inorio) 
Bianchino on September 29, 1926 in Chicago, 
Illinois. She entered the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ community and professed her first 
vows on June 25, 1953.

Sister Cecelia ministered at various entities as a bookkeeper, accountant, 
Director of Finance and supervisor. From 1977 to 1990 she served as a 
librarian in schools in Illinois, Minnesota, and Indiana. In 1994 she began 
serving the Poor Handmaid community coordinating province archives. 
Sister Cecelia retired in 2006.

Sister Clarence Caspermeyer, PHJC

Sister Clarence Caspermeyer, PHJC passed 
away on May 1, 2011 at the Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana. She was born to 
John and Johanna (Hessing) Caspermeyer on  
August 12, 1930 in Quincy, Illinois. She 
entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
community and professed her first vows on 
June 25, 1951. She would be celebrating her 
60-year jubilee this year.

Sister Clarence ministered in health care as a nurse in various hospitals in 
Indiana and Illinois from 1951-1983. From 1984–1998 she worked at the 
Day Star Program in Cairo, Illinois. She retired in 1998.

Sister Clarence loved animals and was often seen with her pet guinea pig, 
Spike. She would also bless the newborn calves each spring at the Ancilla 
Beef and Grain Farm.

May Sister Cecelia and Sister Clarence rest in peace.

In Memory
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In Memory of Our Associates
Associate Barbara Ann Walter

Barbara Ann Walter Associate from the East Two Region passed away on February 12, 2011. 
She was 77 years old and had been an Associate since 1992. Barbara grew up in 
Mishawaka, Indiana and it was there she married and made her home. She and her late 
husband Charlie had four children (Thomas, Mary, James and John), six grandchildren, 
a step-grandchild and three great-grandchildren. Barbara began working with babies at 
St. Joseph Hospital in Mishawaka at the age of 14. She was later employed for over 26 
years as a cook for the school system in Mishawaka. She was an active member of St. 
Joseph Catholic Church and sang in the choir for many years there. Barbara went, along 

with the choir to Rome and sang for the Pope. Barb was also a member of the Rosary Society and the Mothers 
of Twins Club. She enjoyed vegetable gardening and spending time with family and friends especially on her 
porch swing. Her family was always a very important part of her life. Barbara was recognized for her 15 years 
as an Associate in 2007.

Associate Elmer Caspermeyer

Elmer Caspermeyer, Associate from the Quincy Region, passed away on April 20, 2011. 
He was 86 years old and had been an Associate since 2001. Elmer was originally from 
the Quincy area and most recently lived in St. Vincent’s Home in Quincy. He was one 
of nine children. He was a veteran of the U. S. Army. Elmer worked for Irwin Paper 
Company for many years and later worked for Blessing Hospital. After retiring, he 
volunteered at the hospital. In addition to being an Associate, Elmer was a member of 
the American Legion, the Mart Heinen Club, the Knights of Columbus and the Secular 
Franciscans. His wife Evelyn died in 1988. He was also preceded in death by several 

brothers and sisters. Elmer’s youngest sister was Sister Clarence, PHJC who died less than two weeks after his 
death. Surviving Elmer are a brother-in-law, Don, and several nieces, nephews and other relatives. Elmer had 
been an associate for ten years.

May Associates Barbara and Elmer rest in peace.

offer her their support and friendship. Special thanks 
was given to each of the volunteers of Nazareth Home 
who donated a combined 4,254 hours of stories, hugs, 
kisses and cuddles in 2010!

“The Bishop’s presence certainly added to the 
celebration,” said Ancilla Systems Incorporated 
Administrator Toni Mola. “We honored Jean Bowman 
and thanked our volunteers for their invaluable service 
to the children of the foster home.”

Jean brings with her an extensive background as both 
a licensed foster parent and ultimately an adoptive 
parent. She is trained in the care of abused children 
and formerly volunteered with an agency for severe 

and specialized cases and has previously cared for 
many foster children. Her nine-year-old daughter, 
Aurelia, who came to Jean at six weeks of age, is also 
living at Nazareth Home.

Working with the Indiana Department of Child 
Services, the licensed foster home was founded in 
1993 to care for children medically at-risk and facing 
extraordinary life challenges due to abandonment or 
removal from families that can no longer care for them.

In early April, Jean Bowman assumed her new role as 
foster mother and director of Nazareth Home, replacing 
Sister Barbara Kuper, PHJC, who served for 18 years as 
foster mother/director before beginning a sabbatical.

- Ancilla Systems Incorporated Staff

(Nazareth Home Welcomes New Foster
Mother/Director, continued from page 1)

Associate Community/Nazareth Home



Summer 2011 | 5

(Ministry at Sojourner Truth House and Living 
in America, continued on page 7)

Meet Our Visiting International Sisters

Ministry at Sojourner Truth House and 
Living in America—An enriching experience!

“Our journey in faith, 
daily prayer, sacramental 
life and community 
empowers us to serve in 
various cultures and to 
collaborate with associates 
and all those who share 
our vision. Rooted in 
faith and confidence in 
God we participate in the 
redemptive mission of Jesus 
Christ and welcome the 
challenges of the future.” 
—PHJC International 
Mission Statement, 
February 1, 1994

The above statement came alive and summarizes for 
me the experience of living and working in America. 
My faith, daily prayer, sacramental and community 
life as an empowering process have supported and 
energized my journey with God as I live with the 
Sisters and minister as a Case Manager at Sojourner 
Truth House. Sojourner Truth House is a day center 
for homeless women and children in Gary, Indiana.

Our shared daily prayer, private reflection, working 
on our monthly community goals, and relaxing with 
each other have been a source of strength in helping 
me to adapt to the life in America. I admire our mutual 
openness as a community in sharing our faith, thoughts, 
cultures and food. We daily confirm our collective 
commitment to our PHJC spirituality, charism and 
internationality.  We are aware of and recognize our 
differences in cultures, personalities and age, but what 
touches my heart is the deep respect, openness to sharing, 
listening, understanding and appreciating our differences 
in our efforts to live the gospel.  Despite the fact that we 
Poor Handmaids live in community and work with two 
Sisters from the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Agnes, 
we have shared our lives and everything in common. 
This includes the traditions of the two communities and 
believing that God called all religious communities to the 
same mission: to proclaim the kingdom of God.

My time here has confirmed my belief that a lot of 
what can alienate and divide us in community lies 
more in our personality differences and the negative 
feelings that we carry in us and less in cultural 
differences. The interaction with the American Sisters 
brought home to me the need for appreciating our 
unity and diversity and our openness to understanding 
and embracing the expression of Poor Handmaid 
charism and spirituality in all cultures, yet maintaining 
the spirit of Blessed Catherine Kasper. This 
diversity enriches and unifies us as Poor Handmaids 
proclaiming Christ in and through the different 
cultures we serve.

My encounter with my colleagues at work taught me 
the great need to collaborate and respect associates and 
all persons who share in the vision and mission of our 
congregation. They bring with them great gifts and 
talents and must be given their rightful place to contribute 
to the reign of God as their baptismal call demands. 

The homeless and wounded women that I meet in 
my ministry have taught me much by sharing with 
me their stories told with great honesty. This has 
challenged me to continue to be true to my God, 
myself, others and my call as a Poor Handmaid. The 
women through their suffering, show me that life is 
not just black and white, that there is a lot of grey 
in between and therefore attentive listening with the 
heart is needed. I am convinced that the healer and the 
wounded share the same pains, struggles and questions 
of life and in the process of sharing and listening, they 
heal each other. I enjoy the different groups (classes) 
at Sojourner Truth House, which are based on 
developing life skills and stress management. This has 
been a great learning process for my personal growth 
and health. 

Challenges
The main challenge is as expected—the cultural 
differences between Nigeria and America as 

Sister Nkechi Iwuoha is 
a Poor Handmaid from 
Nigeria ministering and 
living at Sojourner Truth 
House in Gary, Indiana.
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PHJC Ministry Center

Celebrating the Earth—One Week at a Time
Earth Week was a great success this past April. For 
the first time, PHJC ministries through the Ecological 
Relationships Committee put together an entire week 
of events to celebrate and create awareness of our Earth 
and its resources. This was expanded from the traditional 
Earth Day event. Holding an Earth Week allowed the 
ministries to include more diverse activities, involve 
more members of the community, and allowed a greater 
number of events to be held. Events were held from 
Monday, April 11 through Friday, April 15 
culminating in a tree planting ceremony 
and a distribution of new saplings.

Sister Carleen Wrasman, 
Coordinator of Mission 
Integration and Campus 
Ministry, explains how well 
the concept of an Earth 
Week fits with the values 
of PHJC. She states, “This 
year as the PHJC Ministry 
Center celebrated Earth 
Week, it became clear to 
me that the message of Earth 
Week and the meaning of 
the Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ value of simplicity speak 
eloquently to each other. Earth 
Week and simplicity call us to simple 
living, to wise use and care for all resources, 
and especially to gratitude for the blessings we have 
received. Living with a grateful heart, with the heart of 
simplicity, can save our planet and allow us to hand to 
the next generation an Earth that will sustain them and 
sustain generations to come.”

The theme for the week was water, and many events 
focused on the limited nature of this valuable resource.  
Information was set up outside the main cafeteria which 
informed participants about many aspects of water. Each 
dining room contained a number of “table tents” which 
covered interesting and often shocking water facts from 
the local level in Donaldson to the worldwide crises. 
Prayers and reflections were held each morning and 
various activities went on throughout the day including 
water testing at Lake Gilbraith, a lecture on Sacred Water, 
Water Bingo and more. The events had a great turn-out 
including Sisters and Maria Center residents, PHJC 
co-workers, Ancilla College faculty and staff, Ancilla 
College students and community members.

Here are some of the highlights from the week. 
The water testing of Lake Gilbraith was run by Dr. 
Dan Clampitt and several of his biology students. 
The results showed that the lake water is of good 
quality. Approximately ten individuals showed up to 
participate in the clean-up activity which was meant 
to keep our watershed healthy. Kristin Korcha and 
Tom Nowak presented their Environmental Task Force 
findings at several events, and a viewing of the film 

“Blue Gold” was broadcast for two evenings. 
Participants also heard a fascinating 

lecture by Vera Tiani about the 
sacred nature of water as a part of 

the College’s Lampen Lecture 
series. Sister Mary Baird had 
the chance to tell all about 
the LEED certification of 
the MoonTree facilities. The 
audience even got a virtual 
tour!

The events throughout the 
week were widely advertised 

and well attended. Many 
individuals spoke of how much 

they enjoyed the week. As Dr. 
Sam Boys, Assistant Professor 

of Religion and Ethics, commented 
“Earth Week here at the PHJC Ministry 

Center was wonderful! It really provided 
an opportunity for ALL to participate – Sisters, Maria 
Center residents, College faculty, staff and students and 
other PHJC co-workers. It helped raise our awareness 
about global environmental issues—and how they impact 
us right here—right now. We all learned many practical 
ways to make a difference every day by just being 
mindful of the simple fact that what we do each day (for 
good or ill) has a direct impact on our environment. The 
emphasis on water this year was particularly significant 
and relevant. I look forward to next year’s celebration!” 
Earth Week allowed everyone in the community a chance 
to think about the importance of the world we live in and 
how each and every one of us can do our part in keeping 
it healthy for generations to come.

- Chelsea Chalk, Ancilla College Faculty and Earth Week 
Committee Member
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(Ministry at Sojourner Truth House and Living 
in America, continued from page 5)

PHJC Ministry Center/International

nations. I also realize the many variations within the 
American culture. These differences are expressed 
in the following communities: African Americans, 
Euro Americans, Latino Americans and Hispanic 
Americans. I also know that I cannot take for granted 
the my common ancestry with African Americans.  
Although I saw some common understanding of 
family life, the difference is still clear and this 
difference needs to be respected. I notice that the 
African Americans also have a special version of 
English, which I do not always understand. This is 
used commonly as slang. When I need clarification 
the women themselves or my colleagues explain to me 
the meaning (sometimes I think: Whoa! For real?). 
There’s a lot of cultural dynamics to pay attention to 
each day. All these learnings were mind-blowing when 
I first started ministering at Sojourner Truth House.

But how am I getting through this puzzle?

I think so far I have managed these differences for two 
reasons: firstly, from a delightful point of view, because I 
come from Africa where the “Tower of Babel” of Africa 
was built without success due to confusion among tribes, 
tongues, peoples and nations. Secondly, which is the 
main reason, I believe from the depths of my heart the 
need to learn the people’s language as a missionary. In 
the words of Lao Tzu, the father of Taoism and Chinese 
philosopher, “Go to the people, learn from them, live 
with them, start with what they know, build with what 
they have. (The best leader is the one when the job is 
done, when the task is accomplished, the people will 
say, we have done it ourselves.” Statement made in 640 
B.C.E) I pray each day to let this permeate my being 
wherever I find myself as a Poor Handmaid. 

I pray most of all for God to grant me the spirit of 
Blessed Catherine Kasper and like her to say in my 
context, I know no foreign countries or Sisters—white, 
black, Indian, or those from Africa’s numerous tribes 
such as: Hausa, Ibo, Yoruba, Esan, lbibio, Urobo, Kwale, 
Boa, Kalengin, Lua, Amhara, Zulu—all I know are only 
men and women filled with the spirit of God and truly 
working in blessed ways to announce the reign of God.

- Sister Nkechi Iwuoha, PHJC

A Prayer 
for Water

Precious water, as we listen to the 
music you make, we praise and 
thank our Creator God for the 

life force that you are:  majestic, 
playful, powerful and soft.

We honor you, water of life, whose 
rush announces the birth of a baby 
and whose mystery nourishes seeds 

and roots deep in the Earth.

We ask healing for the ways 
that we mindlessly waste and 
contaminate you, sister water.

We celebrate you, water of life, 
and ask the Creator for the wisdom 

to know how to conserve 
and cherish you.

We praise and thank you,  
Creator of the Universe, 

for this most amazing gift.

- Author unknown
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At the end of January, 
after much planning and 
discussion, the Earthworks 
Board of Directors and the 
PHJC Leadership team 
authorized the opening 
of a second location for 
Earthworks. The new 
building is in downtown 
Plymouth, and houses a 
market, a baking kitchen, 
and a classroom, as 
well as space for the 
Earthworks Co-Op.

Earthworks’ mission 
is to help people to 
be environmentally 
responsible in a 
completely interconnected 
universe—one in 
which every decision is 
important. So offering 
an expanded Earthworks 
Market—a place where 
folks can shop responsibly 
—was a natural next step 
in the development of this 
timely ministry.

The market sells, in 
addition to Earthworks 
bread, local products that 
are raised or produced 
in environmentally 
responsible ways. Fair 
Trade products like coffee 
and chocolate, as well as 
Fair Trade jewelry, also 
have a place in the market.

Earthworks’ bread baking 
project has grown a great 
deal in the five years it has 
been in operation, and so 
2011 was a good moment 

to move the baking into its own kitchen. (For the 
first five years, Earthworks staff baked in the PHJC 
Motherhouse kitchen at night when the kitchen was 
not being used to prepare meals.) The new building 
boasts a baking kitchen that is completely furnished 
with recycled equipment—right down to the trays and 
bowls and spoons! The Earthworks bakers have been 
making about 300 loaves a week since the opening of 
the bakery in March.

The new building has a classroom which will be used 
for some in-town classes, although most Earthworks 
programs will remain at the original Earthworks 
campus in Donaldson. But a new and important use 
for the classroom will be training in baking skills and 
on-the-job behavior for two groups of underserved 
young adults in baking skills and on-the-job behavior. 
The two groups are mildly disabled young people 
(17-22), and young Latina women from the Plymouth 
community. The program is currently in the planning 
stage, but will hopefully begin sometime this summer.

And finally, the new Earthworks building houses the 
Earthworks Food Co-Op, which enables a group of 
local families to purchase organic and natural foods 
through a buying club sponsored by Earthworks. This 
service to the community has been a long-standing 
program at Earthworks, and since its move into 
the new location, it has grown rapidly. In addition, 
Earthworks hosts a bi-weekly delivery of organic 
fruits and vegetables at the Market.

This new and exciting expansion of the ministry of 
Earthworks was blessed at a ceremony on Saturday, 
April 9, 2011. Reverend Edward Reutz, a member of 
the very first Earthworks Board of Directors, presided 
at the blessing. Father Reutz invited prayers, blessings, 
and reminiscences from the some 100 folks who 
joined to ask God’s blessing on the work to be done at 
the new location.

If you’d like to visit Earthworks satellite location in 
Plymouth, the address is:  701 East Jefferson Street.

- Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director of Earthworks

Earthworks

Earthworks Opens Second Location In Plymouth

Sister Sue Rogers and 
Rev. Edward Reutz bless the 
new Earthworks location in 
downtown Plymouth.

Earthworks Market 
guests enjoy the 
relaxing atmosphere.

A sampling of the sweet 
treats for sale at Earthworks.
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Lindenwood/Ancilla Systems Incorporated

How Is Your Dream Life?

Lindenwood just completed its first ever Dream 
Group which was well received by all participants. 
Comments included “My dreams mean so much more 
to me…;” “I will discuss dreams more with my close 
friends;” “I learned just how important dreams are to 
mental health;” and “I learned a lot about myself by 
paying attention to my dreams.”

Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC, from Bethany Retreat House 
facilitated the group. Her dream work experience 
spans 30 years and parallels her experience in spiritual 
direction. In December 2009, she graduated from the 
Haden Institute Dream Leader Training Program and 
has been leading several groups at Bethany Retreat 
House over the past four years. In an effort to make this 
opportunity available to people in a broader geographic 
area, she approached Lindenwood about facilitating a 
dream group. Loretta Peters, Lindenwood’s Director, 

stated, “This is an exciting opportunity for us to try out 
here and see what response we receive.”

In the Old Testament and in early Christian times, dreams 
were the way people listened to the voice of God. You 
might recall Joseph and the famous play “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” He had a reputation 
for accurately interpreting the dreams of others. This 
stood him in good stead with Pharaoh in Egypt after he 
was sold into slavery by his brothers. As we move into 
the New Testament, it is also Joseph (the father of Jesus) 
who acted upon the dreams he received from God and 
enabled the birth of Jesus and our salvation!

All participants in our first group agreed the commitment 
and travel time were a worthwhile investment leading 
to a rich shared experience among the members. May 
you have good dreams, remember them, and write 
them down!

If you would like to join us for a future dream group, 
Lindenwood is offering two opportunities beginning 
in September 2011 either at 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Each group will meet on the 
first Wednesday of the month for nine consecutive 
months concluding in May 2012. Please register with 
Ruth Van Vactor by calling (574) 935-1763 or email 
her at rvanvactor@poorhandmaids.org.

- Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood

Participating in the first ever Dream Group are 
(from left to right) Mary Lunde and Cheryl Kaper.

Ancilla Systems Appoints Senior Director, 
Development Services
Ancilla Systems Incorporated is pleased to announce 
the addition of Terry Sanders as Senior Director, 
Development Services.

Terry will play a pivotal role in coordinating 
fundraising activities on behalf of the PHJC ministries 
and provide management for daily operations of the 
Development Team at Ancilla Systems.

Terry has served as the National Walk Director of the 

Lupus Foundation of America; President and CEO of 
the Lupus Foundation of America, Illinois Chapter 
and Executive Director, Metro Chicago Region of the 
American Heart Association.

Terry will report to Trish Alt, Vice President, 
Development Services who will focus her attention on 
her duties as Director of the Capital Campaign.

- Ancilla Systems Incorporated Staff
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Though they are a small class of celebrants this 
year, the Poor Handmaid jubilarians commemorate 
275 combined years of service to the poor and 
underserved. Below they reflect on their lives.

Sister Carmeline Parisi, PHJC 
is being honored for her 80-year 
jubilee. She reflects:

For most of my PHJC life, my 
ministries included serving and 
caring for children at PHJC 
orphanages and helping the 
elderly with their needs. By doing 
this work, I was privileged to 

follow in the footsteps of Blessed Mary Catherine.

I have very fond memories of the days I spent in 
Thailand. I cared for the children, played with them 
and told them stories about Jesus. They were so 
grateful for any little thing I did for them. It was indeed 
my delight to have had this experience. During this jubilee 
year, I thank God for my life as a Poor Handmaid.

Sister Johnilda Mannhard, PHJC 
celebrates her 75 jubilee. She 
remembers:

My dream and goal has always 
been to help slow learners in 
school, which I did for 20 years. 
After that I was sent to care for 
a group of boys in Cottage 25 at 
Angel Guardian Orphanage for 

17 years. There I continued to help children in their 
educational endeavors.

I was always interested in helping others in need. That 
interest continues today, and will always be present in 
me as I serve God and mankind. Now I help people 
with memory loss. I hope and pray that we will always 

Special Feature

Poor Handmaids Celebrate Jubilees

continue to help the poor, which is basic in 
our community.

Over the years my desire to help others has progressed 
from the helping of children in the classroom, to 
caring for children from broken families, to helping 
the elderly in their homes and volunteering to help 
mentally ill in a social therapy session, to assisting 
people with memory loss. We need to continue to 
reach out and share what God has given us.

My greatest joy is to visit with family and friends.

Sister Joan Fisher, PHJC, 
previously known as Sister 
Colette, a 60-year jubilarian 
reviews her life.

As calendar’s pages turn over 
quickly this Jubilee year, it 
becomes a time to pull back a bit 
and reflect on what it all means.

In 1948 I began my journey 
with the Poor Handmaid Community and we moved 
together arm-in-arm for these many 60 years. It has 
been a journey of up mountains and down hills, slow 
curves and sharp turns, some unforgettable. My 
ministry began with teaching little first graders and 
then into outreach to the poor and powerless. Despite 
all the struggles I wouldn’t change any of it for a 
moment. Now at this time of my life I am grateful for 
all those opportunities and wish I could have done 
more, but that is in the Lord’s hands.

A question is asked: What is your hope for the future, 

80 Years Jubilarians 2011

75 Years 

60 Years 
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Special Feature/This & That

for the community and yourself? I am excited that we 
grow more and more as an international community; 
we are reaching out to third world countries, touching 
the hearts of the poor of this world. It is just what 
Blessed Catherine Kasper dreamed. I am in a first 
world country and see this growth from afar. Even 
though aging brings its disabilities, my spirit is alive 
and kicking. I would love to participate in the ministry 
of these new countries.

Now I have more years in the past and how many in 
the future is unknown (not too many I suspect.) My 
heart runs way ahead to reach the moment when I 
come to meeting my Lord and God, Father, Son, and 
Spirit.  In the meantime I live in the present moment. 
The very best way to close this reflection is to use 
Blessed Catherine’s quote: “It is a great honor to be a 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ” and that has made all 
the difference.

Sister Magdalen Hellmann, PHJC 
reflects on her 60 years as a Poor 
Handmaid of Jesus Christ.

As I reflect on my life I feel so 
much love and gratitude to God 
for His continued protection, 
guidance and blessings.  I’m 
grateful for all the wonderful 
people who have touched my life 

and the many special opportunities I’ve experienced.

I have always enjoyed being helpful and of service 
to others, especially the little children. For 25 years I 
ministered at St. John’s Children Home in Belleville, 
Illinois and Angel Guardian Orphanage in Chicago. 
Now I continue caring for children as a volunteer at 
Nazareth Home in East Chicago, Indiana.

I feel I have grown in my hopes and dreams to become 
more prayerful and peace-filled.  God will protect 
and guide our community in His way. My hopes and 
prayers for the future will be to continue to love, pray 
and enjoy life in a simple Poor Handmaid way.

Being a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ will always be 
a great honor and privilege.

Congratulations Jubilarians! 

Sister Virginia 
Receives Special 
Honor

Sister Virginia Kampwerth recently received 
a special honor – she and five other people 
were inducted into the Mater Dei Catholic 
High School Hall of Honor in Breese, Illinois 
during a banquet on May 6, 2011.

The Hall of Honor recognizes alumni and 
friends of Mater Dei who have lived their 
lives as witnesses of the Mater Dei mission. 
From 1972-1978, Sister Virginia taught 
German, Latin and Journalism at Mater 
Dei. She was back at the school serving 
as Assistant Principal for Academics from 
1994-2005. She left Mater Dei when she was 
elected to the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
Provincial Leadership team. Sister Virginia’s 
service to others extended beyond Mater Dei 
to all of her ministries.

Sister Virginia spoke from the heart at the 
banquet, “What I did was always done with 
great love and respect for everyone involved 
in Mater Dei High School. My continuing 
prayers are for this educational place of 
excellence to be here well into the future. 
God’s blessings for all of you!”

Congratulations Sister Virginia!

Sister Virginia 
Kampwerth, 
PHJC speaks 
during her 
induction 
ceremony in 
Breese, Illinois. 
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Refugee Taing Taw prepares his 
garden plot for growing season.

Catherine Kasper Place

Why Fresh Food Matters
The Fresh Food 
Initiative is a new 
project of Catherine 
Kasper Place (CKP), 
the Poor Handmaids’ 
newest ministry 
in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. The purpose 
of the project is 
two-fold: provide 
refugees with a 
means to become 
self-sufficient, and 
help resolve the food 
desert crisis. 

A food desert is an 
area where access 
to fresh food is more 

than one mile away. This is important because limited 
access to fresh food is a key indicator of an 
“unhealthy community.”

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation research on 
county health suggests that unhealthy communities:

• are nearly twice as likely to be in fair or poor health

• have significantly lower high school graduation rates

• have more than twice as many children in poverty

• have much higher rates of unemployment.

By offering the Autumn Woods apartment residents 
in Fort Wayne an opportunity to grow their own 
fresh vegetables, Catherine Kasper Place is directly 
affecting a pressing community health issue.

The Fresh Food Initiative is also providing eligible refugee 
gardeners and farmers land, seeds, plants and technical 
assistance so they can earn a living through agriculture. 
CKP is working with participants to plan their plots, order 
seeds and prepare for the growing season.

As their produce grows, these farmers will sell their 
harvests at local farmers markets, including three held 

at Catherine Kasper Place in the late summer. They’ll 
be gaining experience in marketing and sales, while 
providing for their families. In return, the community 
benefits from a bounty of fresh, local, ethnic produce 
and has an opportunity to get to know folks from 
Burma, Haiti, Thailand and Darfur.

The more acclimated the refugees become in the larger 
community, the healthier the community becomes! 
For more information contact Holly Chaille, Director, 
Catherine Kasper Place at hchaille@sjchf.org.

Maung Kya Aung, an ethnic Karen 
who has been jobless for months, 
would like to grow more vegetables, 
especially cabbage like the ones he 
experienced when he was in Thailand. 
Newly arrived since 2008, he wants 
to grow about a half acre in the area 
created by CKP to support his family. 
Although he has no experience in 
selling produce, and he has difficulty 
getting to the garden by bus since he 
has no vehicle, he still looks forward 
to this opportunity.

Mission Statement 
Catherine Kasper Place (CKP) builds and supports 
strategic alliances and ensures the availability of quality 
services and opportunities that advance the integration 
of immigrants, refugees and political asylees into the 
community of northeast Indiana. This is accomplished 
by connecting foreign-born, new arrivals with existing 
community organizations, resources, and individuals. 
Educational programs and services are designed to help 
new arrivals become self-sufficient and successfully 
integrated into the community.

- Holly Chaille, Director, Catherine Kasper Place
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Mujer de Esperanza (Woman of Hope)
Anastacia Julián Cayetano is an indigenous Otomi 
woman, 33 years of age, who lives in San Ildefonso 
Tultepec, Amealco, Querétaro. At a young age an 
accident caused damage to the nerves and bones in 
her hips and legs causing her legs to double at the 
knees. Left unattended medically, her legs never fully 
developed. The death of her mother when Anastacia 
was six years old left her unloved, unattended and 
unschooled. Despite these difficulties, Anastacia’s 
spirit of survival brought her to the doors of Centro 
Catalina in San Ildefonso on the feast of Blessed Mary 
Catherine in 2010. She came—sent by Catherine 
surely—with the vague knowledge that Madre Mari 
(Sister Mary Jane Ranek) helped women.

Listening to her story inspired Sister Mary Jane 
and her sewing director to try to form a new group 
of women in the program. Of the nine who came 
for orientation, only two persevered: Anastacia and 
Victoria (sister to the sewing director). After attending 
a year of classes and learning the techniques of 
quilting and patchwork, Anastacia graduated and 
now lives independently in her own rented one-room 
house. Through the love, care, and help given her 
through Mujeres de Esperanza (Women of Hope), 
especially through the leader and sewing teacher Rosa 
Margarita Blas, and the organization “Fundación Dr. 
Simi,” Anastasia has been empowered to overcome 
seemingly impossible obstacles. Her two brothers are 
now more concerned about her future, realizing that 
she is not completely incapacitated, is her own person 
with dreams, desires and many abilities.

Our next step in her “new freedom” is investigating 
possible medical help to straighten her legs, sending her 
to classes to learn to read and write, and obtaining her 
rightful inheritance of land once owned by her mother.

- Sister Mary Jane Ranek, PHJC, Director of Centro Catalina

Mexico

Anastacia (right) pictured with her 
sewing teacher Rosa Margarita Blas.

Sister Mary Jane celebrates Victoria 
Margarita Blas (bottom left) and 
Anastacia’s graduation from the program 
with sewing teacher, Rosa (top right).

Sister Mary Jane Ranek (top left) pictured with 
Anastacia (lower left) and her sewing teacher, Rosa.
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HealthVisions Midwest

Healthy Babies, Happy Families

Maternal Child Health Network of Lake County 
Indiana works to assist women in having healthy 
babies, reduce infant deaths, reduce low birth weight, 
and establish ongoing preventive health services 
for children. Sponsored by HealthVisions Midwest, 
a ministry of the Poor Handmaids, Maternal Child 
Health Network offers three sites: Great Beginnings 
and NATALE in Gary, Indiana and Promotres de 
Salud Maternal e Infantil in East Chicago, Indiana.

Quarterly classes on breastfeeding and prenatal 
nutrition at Promotores de Salud Maternal e Infantil 
have been a successful tool in getting moms to come 
and enjoy a nutritious lunch, watch a video on prenatal 
nutrition and breastfeeding, socialize with other moms, 
and have a chance to win prizes for mom and baby.

Quarterly classes help reinforce the importance of 
good nutrition during pregnancy and the benefits of 
breastfeeding for both mom and baby. The attendance 
of the classes have been anywhere from 8-15 moms 
along with their significant others. Family support 
plays a big role in the success of positive outcomes. 
Our program encourages fathers, significant others, or 
family members to attend all educational classes.

Although the majority of the moms are Spanish-speaking, 
there are also English-speaking moms in attendance. 
With the help of the bilingual community health worker, 
Susie Jimenez, the classes have been a great success. 
The breastfeeding initiation rates have increased and 
low birth rates are very small.  Staff at Promotores 
believes that by offering quarterly classes, they are 
empowering their clients to live a healthier life.

Visit HealthVisions Midwest’s new website at 
www.hvusa.org for more information on all the 
services they provide.

- HealthVisions Midwest Staff

Latwanika lived in a college town down state 
when she became pregnant. She dropped out of 
school and came back to East Chicago to live with 
her mom. One day while Susie Jimenez, CHW 
was doing outreach at the Healthy East Chicago 
Center, she recruited Latwanika for our program.

Latwanika, in her first trimester was enrolled 
in prenatal education. Latwanika was a very 
compliant mom. She attended the breastfeeding 
class, safe sleep class, and the community baby 
shower, accompanied by her mom. Last fall 
Latwanika delivered a healthy baby boy.

Prior to delivery Latwanika was successful in 
moving into her own apartment. The postpartum 
visit revealed a very clean, adequate, and safe 
environment for the baby. Latwanika was 
breastfeeding and also practicing safe sleep. She 
is back in school at Kaplan College pursuing a 
certification in Medical Assistance.  

She is now living in her own apartment and is 
back in school!

A HealthVisions Midwest Success Story
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Keeping in Prayer

A Letter from Japan
The earthquake and tsunami hit Japan over four months ago. However the country is still struggling and will 
continue struggling for many years. Even though we do not hear about and see the devastation every night on 
the news, it is still there. Please continue to keep the people of Japan in your prayers.

Written April 22, 2011 (Good Friday)

The mega-earthquake is still continuing to give us 
many aftershocks. In Tokyo too, daily, we feel some 
tremors and some are rather big. Things fall off from 
the shelves at times. Often, trains stop for checks 
even in the metropolitan area. In the north, of course, 
these tremors are big and the buildings that somehow 
managed to stand the initial earthquake are in danger 
of collapse or they have fallen down.

Because of the nuclear plants accident, which we have 
not been able to control, some people are told to move 
further to other safer areas. Many pupils and students 
have already moved to schools in remote prefectures. 
Many children have suddenly become orphans without 
parents or relatives to live with. Many people are 
still living in temporary shelters (school gyms, etc) 
under very austere living conditions. Hence schools 
cannot operate regularly. Three schools are using the 
same school, for instance. The result is the opening 
ceremony in hallways packed with kids. Yet they are 
happy to begin the new academic year. It is cold in the 
north (snow, wind, rain, frost). In some places they do 
not get enough water, hot water, food, blankets, etc.

Anger is beginning to rise among the survivors. The 
slowness of government to cope with the difficulties, 
inefficiency of helps of all sorts, fuzziness of their 
future fate, fear, loss of jobs, inability to find bodies of 
their loved ones…But what can you do? The massive 
catastrophe that happened on such a big scale is 
unheard of in Japan, except for the case of World War 
II. Japan’s coastline as long as North Carolina–New 
Jersey, was hit by a tsunami destroying all the cities, 
towns, villages along the line in a very short time. 
One half of the main island of Japan, east side, was 
hit. Daily we see the map of the areas with so many 
cities and towns. I wish you could see it. So many red 
spots on the map to show the location of towns.

When Kobe city was hit some years ago, it was just 
Kobe and some places in the south. Neighboring 
Osaka city was completely all right. This time, the 
situation is totally different. Our whole economy and 
industry have been influenced: production of cars, 
big machines, other goods, food industry, agriculture, 
schools, hotels, public transportation systems, 
railroads, highways, lands, fields, etc. This, without 
the nuclear reactor accident elements, just the outcome 
of the earthquake/tsunami. I thought innocently at 
the beginning that the damages would be limited to 
the stricken areas (which is in itself devastating), but 
this is not true. All of Japan is beginning to suffer 
the results. Our economy is built on the tightly knit 
network of so many sections scattered all over the 
country that the fate of small local factories affects 
the centers. The paralysis of our production lines are 
making repercussions on the US and other countries 
as well. To make matters worse, there are nuclear 
problems. However, I want to keep rationally calm and 
try not to be swayed by rumors unnecessarily.

I may have told you, but no other Lent has been like 
this year’s. I can appreciate the scripture readings 
much more deeply than before. It is true that the 
afflicted can understand the Bible well. Words sharply 
appeal to our hearts. So, in Tokyo where we live under 
dimmed lights to save electricity, we celebrate tonight 
the solemn liturgy of the Resurrection.

With deep love and gratitude for all your helps,

Taji

- Submitted by Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director of Earthworks 

A Prayer for Japan has been included 
in this issue on page 16.
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Tri Ancilla, Bringing Together the Generations
Over 100 competitors entered the Tri Ancilla Triathlon 
held at the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Ministry 
Center in Donaldson, Indiana on May 21, 2011. Old 
and young, extremely fit and not so fit, suited up for a 
cold swim on a beautiful, sunny spring morning.

What makes a person want to swim across a lake, hop 
on a bike for an 11-mile sprint and then run for 3.1 
miles to cross a finish line? The reasons are as unique 
as the people who compete.

Taylor Smith, 18 and her mom Trina Chapman-Smith 
run triathlons as a team. “It’s just something we do to 
connect,” smiled Trina, “She’ll be off to college soon, 
and competing brings us closer together.”

Marie Albertson entered the race at 78 years of age; 
demonstrating that age is just a number. She sported 
a wet suit and swam the lake, then biked the 11-mile 
section with determination and strength. Her grandson 
finished the course by running the last leg of the race.  

Matt and Jeanne Molter from Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, raced to honor Tina Hoover, Jeanne’s 
college roommate. Tina was bike training for the 2010 
Tri Ancilla when she was struck on the highway and 

Keeping in Prayer/Ancilla College

killed. It would have been her first triathlon; she had 
just learned to swim. Tina left behind husband Brent, 
and two sons Brady and Brice. 

This was also Matt and Jeanne’s first triathlon. The 
Molters brought their own cheering section, all 
wearing t-shirts that said “J’s Tri for T.” Their children 
collected pledges and raised $1340 for charity. “This is 
a bittersweet experience for us.” said friend, Linda Van 
Lente, “But we know where Tina is.”

-	 Lynne Baldwin, Communications Assistant

A Prayer for Japan
God of Creation,

Please sustain our sisters and brothers 
that are suffering around the world as a 
result of conflict and natural disaster.

Console our Japanese sisters and 
brothers who are living with the results 
of a devastating earthquake followed 
by a tsunami on March 11th. Comfort 
those separated from their families and 
loved ones.

Bless the relief workers as they work 
with the survivors of this natural 
disaster. Protect those responding to 
the nuclear power plants and enable 
them to prevent further harm.

Lord, help us to respond to the needs of our 
brothers and sisters in the coming days. Foster in 
us a greater sense of solidarity, so that we assist as 
needed, beyond our excess.

We ask this through your son Jesus Christ who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.

Amen.

—From Catholic Relief Services website

Matt and Jeanne 
Molter from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 
participate in 
the Tri Ancilla in 
memory of Jeanne’s 
college roommate, 
Tina Hoover.
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(Meet Our Visiting International Sisters, 
continued on page 18)

Meet Our Visiting International Sisters
Sister Magna Benicio

Sister Magna Benicio is 
lighting up the halls of 
the PHJC Ministry Center 
with her energetic spirit. 
Sister Magna is visiting 
Donaldson, Indiana from 
Aquiraz, Brazil. She was 
newly vowed in February 
and came to experience the 

Poor Handmaid community in the American Province, 
learn English and to enhance her gift of music.

Before arriving, she was involved in formation 
classes, catechism and liturgy. Sister Magna said the 
main difference between the American Motherhouse 
and the formation house is in the ways of worship. 
“It’s much more exciting and lively in Brazil.” Music, 
song and dance in worship reflects the upbeat culture 
of the Brazilians. Sister Magna plays the guitar and 
sings. She loves working with children and leads them 
in song, theatre and dance.

One great way to learn a foreign language is to be 
fully immersed. Sister Magna says that English is 
easier to read than to write or speak because she 
recognizes the Latin roots of words. The native 
language of Brazil is Portuguese. Mary Gifford, 
a teacher from Plymouth High School is offering 
English as a New Language (ENL) to Sister Magna 
and Sister Elvia. Sister Coletta Wrasman, PHJC, 
Sister Magna’s dedicated piano teacher, is helping her 
develop her keyboard skills that Sister Magna desires 
to use in liturgy and ministery with children.

Sister Magna lives in the mountainous coastal 
region of northeastern Brazil outside the large city 
of Fortaleza. She moved to the Aquiraz area to live 
intra-congregationally and to make use of improved 
educational opportunities.

A tourist area where the wealthy build their country 
homes, Aguiraz has a service industry of maids, 
gardeners, cooks, security personnel, construction 
workers and wait staff. There is only one factory and 

many citizens remain unemployed despite Brazil’s 
growing economy. There is much poverty amid 
the beautiful homes. The Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ respond to the needs of the working class and 
those who cannot support themselves, paying special 
attention to disadvantaged women and children.

Sister Magna says she is enjoying living in the 
Motherhouse and experiencing the international 
community culture. “All are welcoming and open!” 
When asked about the food, she replied that it’s delicious, 
but she misses “rice and beans,” a staple in Brazil. Sister 
Magna spends her spare time with the elderly both at 
Maria Center and Catherine Kasper Home, visiting, 
listening and giving comforting smiles and hugs.

Sister Elvia Juarez

Sister Elvia Mina Juarez 
is visiting the PHJC 
American Province, 
learning the culture, 
ministries and language 
of her host Sisters. 
Improving her English will 
help her to communicate 
more effectively with 

Sisters in the German province, the next stop on her 
international journey.

Originally from Catemaco, Mexico, near the Yucatan 
peninsula and Gulf of Mexico, Sister Elvia grew up in 
a rural area with few roads, inaccessible in the rainy 
season. She is the only girl in her family. Her four 
brothers and other family members still live near their 
homeland. She is of Mayan decent.

During her apostolate journey, Sister Elvia cared for 
babies at a nursery center and elderly women in a 
nursing home. She said she loved taking care of others, 
following the path taken by Blessed Catherine Kasper.

Meet Our Visiting International Sisters
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(Meet Our Visiting International Sisters, 
continued from page 17)

Adapting to the American Province way of life has 
been easy for Sister Elvia. “The Sisters became my 
family here. They are welcoming and kind. The food 
is good, but the weather could be warmer,” she said 
via her hand held translator. Her mild manner, humor 
and unassuming personality make her a joy to have in 
the Motherhouse.

When Sister Elvia returns to Mexico from Germany, 
she will embark on a three-year study plan at a religious 
school that will finish up her high school education. She 
wants to use her education to help poor children.

Sister Henrietta Okeke

Sister Henrietta Okeke 
is visiting the American 
Province and studying 
Psychology at Ancilla 
College. She is from the 
Amokolo Ituku community 
of the Igbo tribe in Nigeria. 

The Niger River and its 
tributaries, like the letter Y, divide Nigeria into three 
parts. The country is near the equator. In the northern 
region live mostly Muslims. There are more than 200 
tribes in Nigeria, many with their own languages. 
English is taught in schools. The uneducated speak 
Pidgin, a mixture of Creole and English that links the 
tribes with a common tongue.  Sister Henrietta is from 
Southeast Nigeria and speaks Ibo in her community, a 
unique and interesting language spoken nowhere else 
on Earth. 

Sister Henrietta is the sixth of eight children and she 
has nine nieces and nephews, the latest addition just 

weeks ago when her sister gave birth to a boy.  When 
Sister Henrietta told her father she wanted to be a Poor 
Handmaid, he was hesitant for her to leave the tribal 
community. She explained the new kind of community 
life she wanted with the Sisters and how she wanted to 
give to God, and he gave his blessing.

The Poor Handmaids in Nigeria operate mobile health 
clinics where a nurse drives to the villages to help 
treat health issues like malaria and typhoid that are 
still widespread in Africa. They educate children and 
help those who have nothing. Sister Henrietta plans to 
return to Nigeria after college saying, “I will use my 
education to walk with the children!”

“Our different cultures are evident in the way we 
behave, live and think. I learned while with the Dutch, 
you just adapt to your new surroundings,” said Sister 
Henrietta when asked about traveling to the various 
countries. She said the American Motherhouse is 
“homey” for being such a large community. It’s much 
bigger than she imagined. She loves how everyone 
takes care of one another, co-workers, Sisters, students 
and residents. The Sisters she shares community with 
at Catherine’s Cottage are great and the academic help 
from the college has been marvelous.

“It doesn’t matter where you are from, 
Germany, Nigeria, Mexico, the Netherlands 
or the United States, the Spirit of Blessed 
Catherine Kasper brings us all together to 
work for God!”

– Sister Henrietta Okeke, PHJC

-	 Lynne Baldwin, Communications Assistant

www.poorhandmaids.org 
visit our website for
•	 current	events
•	 PHJC	ministries
•	 vocations
•	 online	donations
•	 maps	&	directions
•	 newsletters

A fresh, new
 look!

International
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On our way to the Netherlands we’ll stop in Aachen, 
a place of pilgrimage since the Middle Ages. The 
cathedral there houses treasures from the time of 
Charlemagne. In the Netherlands we’ll visit the 
American cemetery at Margraten, honoring those who 
died freeing the Netherlands in World War II 
and enjoy a typical Dutch coffee break with some  
of the Sisters of the Netherlands.

No trip to Germany would be complete without 
experiencing the 
romance of the Rhine 
with its castles,  
vineyards, wineries and 
boat ride. Several days 
will be spent  in the 
Reingau area. And let’s 
not forget the German 
food and beer which 
we’ll enjoy at typical 
restaurants of the area.

If you are interested in joining this exciting tour please 
contact the PHJC Development Office for further 
information. Phone us at (574) 935-1737 or email 
Sister Mary Jo at mshingler@poorhandmaids.org.

- Sister Mary Jo Shingler, PHJC, Director, Development Office

PHJC Pilgrimage to Germany
Are you ready 
to experience 
the sights and 
sounds of 
Germany?

From October 17 to October 26 the PHJC Development 
Office is sponsoring a trip to Germany to visit many 
of the areas where Blessed Catherine Kasper traveled 
during her lifetime. But unlike Catherine, who walked 
or rode in an uncomfortable train car, we will be 
traveling by deluxe motor coach through the scenic 
area. And unlike Catherine we will not be staying in a 
different bed each night, but will enjoy the amenities 
of Alte Viehweide Komforthotel in the Westerwald.

Some of the highlights of the tour include visits to 
Dernbach, Wirges and Limburg where Catherine lived 
and where the PHJC Congregation had its foundation. 
We will visit Limburg where Mother Mary often went 
to seek the bishop’s approval of her plans to establish 
a religious congregation. Many times she walked 
on the cobbled streets of the old town, past its many 
medieval structures and so will we.

Another day will find us in Cologne where Romans 
settled as early as 38 B.C. With its magnificent 
cathedral, Roman ruins and many relics dating back 
to the Magi, Cologne has been a place of pilgrimage 
for almost two thousand years. Also we will travel to 
Dusseldorf to see artwork featuring Catherine Kasper 
and other outstanding people of the area. We will meet 
with the artist who will explain his masterpiece.

Development Office

You have the option of using your VISA or MasterCard to make your donations.  
For some of our donors, this is a more convenient way to give.  By using a 
credit card, you can eliminate the need for check-writing each donation.  To 
assure accuracy, you will receive a receipt from the credit card company and a 
receipt from the Development Office.  Thank you for your support.

Making a 
Donation 
is Easy!

TRAVEL!
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other illnesses or who are disabled adults. Many of the 
people she helps have mental illness. Most of the work 
she does is Pro Bono.

At times she must locate a person, interview them, 
inform them of their legal rights, explain what a 
Guardian is and how having one will change their life. 
A Guardian ad Litem is required to file a written report 
with recommendations to the court based on the best 
interests of the person.

“Once a guardian is assigned I am dismissed. 
Sometime even when there is a guardian, the court 
will ask me to go in and check on a person or to verify 
information in a report,” explains Sister Bonnie.

Currently one of her cases is a mother and her 20-year 
old son who is mentally disabled and has cerebral palsy. 
The mother was granted guardianship of the son when 
he turned 18. The court asked Sister Bonnie to look in 
on the family because they had been evicted and had no 
money for utilities or rent. Their only income is from 
the son’s disability. When Sister Bonnie visited the 
family she felt very humbled. The apartment housed 
only one chair, a TV and the son’s wheelchair. 

Sister Bonnie helped to get donated furniture for them. 
Because the mother has been diagnosed with a life-
threatening illness, Sister Bonnie is helping her apply 
for disability and other resources to get the care and 
medicines she needs. Sister Bonnie is working with 

different agencies to get a hospital bed for the son and 
a ramp so he can leave the house. She helps people 
with whatever they need.

“At times I feel like a social worker, sometimes trying 
to find housing for clients, other times connecting 
people with agencies that could help them. My work is 
looking at the whole situation, not just one legal issue. 
It’s much more.”

Sister Bonnie attended law school at night. In 2008 
she passed the Illinois Bar Exam. “I became an 
attorney because of my mom. While I was struggling 
to get her healthcare and other services during a time 
when she needed extensive care, my mom would 
say ‘you would make a darn good attorney.’” Sister 
Bonnie also has a Certificate in Health Law which is 
helpful for maneuvering the health care system.

Sometimes she appears as Guardian ad Litem, witness 
in court or appears in tax court for individuals about 
to lose their home. She even once defended a client 
in Criminal court on criminal charges. Sister Bonnie 
states, “You just do what you have to do.”  Helping the 
poor is what Sister Bonnie does and she feels blessed 
being able to do it and in having the support of her 
PHJC Community, family and friends.

- Julie Dowd, Communications Director

(Sister Bonnie Boilini, PHJC—Helping Those 
Who Need Her Most, continued from page 1)
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